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AFOTEC Commander first general officer 
certified as fifth-generation aggressor pilot

Red Flag Nellis 23-1 kicks off

Air Force photograph by Airman First Class Trevor Bell 

Brig. Gen. Michael Rawls, Air Force Operational Test and 
Evaluation Center commander, secures his helmet in 
an F-35A Lightning II at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Jan. 
12, 2023. As the commander of AFOTEC, Gen. Rawls is 
responsible for the independent testing and evaluation 
of new and existing systems for the Air Force. Rawls was 
certified on the F-35A Lightning II aircraft with the 65th 
Aggressor Squadron at Nellis. The 65th AGRS’ directed 
mission is to know, teach and replicate fifth-generation 
air adversaries. 

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Megan Estrada 

The first Red Flag-Nellis exercise of 2023 ran Jan. 23-
Feb.10. Close to 100 aircraft and 3,000 coalition service 
members arrived at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., to 
participate in the large force air combat training exercise 
centered on readiness and interoperability between 
joint and allied forces. Aligning with the 2022 National 
Defense Strategy, Red Flag-Nellis 23-1 will focus on the 
Indo-Pacific Theater and the pacing challenge alongside 
our allied partners. 

2023 Air Force Trials

Air Force photograph by William R. Lewis 

Retired Corporal Carlene Lorimer, a British army 
representative at the 2023 Air Force Trials, prepares to 
release an arrow during the archery competition at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev., Feb. 28, 2023. In 2011, the Department 
of Defense created the Military Adaptive Sports Program 
to enhance warrior recovery by engaging wounded, ill 
and injured service members in ongoing daily adaptive 
activities based on their interests and ability. 

FedEx Racing visits Nellis
Celebrating Creech’s 80th anniversary

Red Flag Nellis 23-2 underway

Japan Self-Defense Force visit Nellis AFB Polish infrastructure team visits Nellis

U.S. Air Force photograph by Tech. Sgt. Lucretia Cunningham 

Pit crew members from FedEx Racing stop for a photo 
with reservists from the 926th Wing during a base 
tour March 4, 2023, Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. The visit 
provided an opportunity for the pit crew and F-35 
maintainers to compare their experiences.

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Cydnie Williams 

Members of the Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force stand in 
front of an F-35 Lightning 
II during a tour of Nellis Air 
Force Base, Nev. March 30, 
2023. The 65th Aggressor 
Squadron hosted the Japan 
Air Self-Defense Force to 
show how their unit works 
to organize, carry out, and 
maintain Nellis’ mission sets. Air Force photograph by Tech. Sgt. Alexandre Montes 

A Polish Infrastructure Team member 
talks to Airmen from the 99th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron F-35A Lightning II 
fighter jet parts store during a site visit 
March 31, 2023, at Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nev. The Poland Provided Infrastructure 
program is part of a larger infrastructure 
agreement between the U.S. and Poland, 
including the planning, design and 
construction of military construction 
projects at sites throughout Poland. 

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Kristal Munguia 

A i r m e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  432 n d  W i n g /432 n d 
A i r  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  W i n g ,  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a n d 
retirees watch the Air Demonstration Squadron, 
Thunderbirds,  per form during the base’s 80th 
Anniversary celebration at Creech Air Force Base, 
Nev., March 7, 2023. In 1942, the base operated as 
Indian Springs Airport but now hosts the global 
Remotely Piloted Aircraft Enterprise and became 
the home of the “Hunters.” 

Air Force photo by William R. Lewis 

An F-35I F-35I ADIR AS-1 assigned to 140 Squadron, 
Nevatim Air Base, Israel, lands to prepare for Red Flag-
Nellis 23-2 at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., March 8, 2023. 
Red Flag, which ran March 12-24, allows U.S. and coalition 
forces to train together in high-end, realistic scenarios 
increasing interoperability of the joint force. 
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432nd performs first iteration of 
ACE exercise with MQ-9 Reaper

ACC wins Readiness Challenge IX CMSAF visits Nellis

SSamuel and SSeneca 
retire from their duties 
as military working dogs

Air Force photographs by Senior Airman Josey Blades 

SSamuel, a retired 432nd Security Forces Squadron military 
working dog, smiles for the camera after his retirement at 
Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., May 12, 2023. 

SSeneca, a retired 99th Security Forces Squadron military 
working dog, chews on a bite sleeve after her retirement 
and final bite at Nellis. MWDs are used by the security 
forces and other agencies to assist with searches to 
detect drugs and bombs. The double SS in the name 
indicates that the dog was born at Lackland Air Force 
Base, Texas.

From Fighter to Aggressor

800th RED HORSE Group 
change of command

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Victoria Nuzzi 

A four-day Agile Combat Employment (ACE) exercise took 
place at the 432nd Wing/432nd Air Expeditionary Wing 
from April 11-14, 2023. ACE is an operational concept 
intended to ensure Airmen are ready for contingencies 
and able to operate from locations with varying levels 
of capacity and support, ensuring Airmen and aircrew 
are postured to provide lethal combat power across the 
spectrum of military operations.

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Jordan McCoy 

Air Force photograph by Emily Mifsud 

Airmen representing Air Combat Command and the 99th Civil Engineer 
Squadron from Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., took the title at Readiness 
Challenge IX, the Department of the Air Force’s annual civil engineer 
skills competition, April 24 to 28, 2023, at Tyndall AFB, Fla. After a 
weeklong competition filled with full-spectrum, integrated base 
response and recovery operations events between eight teams from 
across the Department of the Air Force, 99th CES demonstrated they 
were the best. 

U.S. Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Megan Estrada 

Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force JoAnne 
S. Bass, takes a picture with 99th Force 
Support Squadron Airmen during a visit at 
Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, May 2, 2023. 
During her visit, Bass spoke with NCOs 
over lunch, received a first-hand look at 
dormitories on base and held an all-call. 

Air Force photograph by Tech. Sgt. Lecretia Cunningham 

The 926th Wing’s 706th Fighter Squadron was 
redesignated as the 706th Aggressor Squadron during 
a ceremony on May 5, 2023, at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. 
The redesignation goes into effect on May 14. As Nellis’ 
third aggressor squadron, the 706th’s mission focuses 
on continuing to know, teach, and replicate fourth-
generation aggressor air adversaries. The shift in mission 
set allows the 64th and 65th AGRS to pursue the next 
generation of air defense and Nellis’ endeavor towards 
becoming the 5th Generation Center of Excellence. 

RIGHT: Maj. Gen. Michael Koscheski, left, 15th Air Force 
commander, passes the 800th Rapid Engineering Deployable 
Heavy Operations Repair Squadron Engineer Group Group 
guidon to Col. Andrew Cullen, during a change of command 
ceremony on Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., May 16, 2023. The 
800th RHG is charged with organizing, training, equipping, 
and modernizing its three Red Horse Squadrons. 
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Nellis makes a wish come true

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Zachary Rufus 

66th Rescue Squadron inactivates

Nellis welcomes new F-16 static 
display honoring aggressor heritage

Joseph D., a child with the 
Make-A-Wish foundation, 
left, and U.S. Air Force 
Maj. Aaron Hieronymus, 
17th Weapons Squadron 
weapon systems officer, 
are at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., to tour the 
F-15E on June 2, 2023. 
A wish is as important 
as  any treatment or 
medicine, a wish is a 
prescription for hope. 

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Megan Estrada 

The 66th Rescue Squadron inactivated during 
a ceremony at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., June 
1, 2023 for the second time in the unit’s history. 
The 66 RQS fell under the 355th Wing at Davis-
Monthan AFB, Ariz., but is located at Nellis AFB. 
The inactivation opens up additional space for a 
larger fighter presence at Nellis AFB as it transitions 
to the Fifth Generation Center of Excellence. The 
66th RQS was one of six Air Force active-duty HH-
60 combat rescue units. Their primary mission was 
to provide rapidly deployable, expeditionary and 
agile combat search and rescue in response to 
contingency operations worldwide. 

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Wyatte Stabler 

The 57th Wing at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., proudly unveiled its latest addition 
to aviation heritage on June 23, 2023, with an F-16C Fighting Falcon static 
display inside the main gate. The aircraft, tail number 86-0291, first entered 
operational service on December 15, 1987, with the 302nd Tactical Fighter 
Squadron at Luke AFB, Ariz. During its tenure at Luke, 86-0291 played an active 
role in various military operations. It operated in southwest Asia and Europe 
where it enforced no-fly zones over Iraq and supported United Nations air 
operations. In 2003, 86-0291 became an integral part of training initiatives, 
injecting near-peer adversary tactics into U.S. and coalition exercises as part 
of the 64th Aggressor Squadron at Nellis. Over the years, it played a crucial 
role in training more than 30,000 aircrew members. 
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Red Flag Nellis 23-3 gets underway Hunters welcome new 432nd 
Wing/432nd AEW commander

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Ariel O’Shea 

The 432nd Wing/432nd Air Expeditionary 
Wing held a change of command ceremony at 
Creech Air Force Base, Nev., bidding farewell 
to Col. Eric Schmidt as its commander, and 
welcoming Col. Nicholas Pederson, July 14, 
2023. Pederson took command from Schmidt 
with Maj. Gen. Michael G. Koscheski, 15th Air 
Force commander, presiding over the event. “To 
the men and women of the 432nd Wing, those 
in the audience, those who are flying the line 
as we speak, those in the crew rest and those 
deployed downrange,” said Pederson, “it is the 
honor of my life to command this organization 
and to lead you.” 

World War II veteran experiences modern cockpit

U.S. Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Ariel O’Shea 

Air Force photograph by William R. Lewis 

Red Flag-Nellis 23-3 welcomed around 30 units and approximately 2,000 participants from the USAF, USSF, Marine Corps, Navy, 
and Air National Guard, July 3-Aug. 4. The 414th Combat Training Squadron at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., conducts Red Flag 
exercises to provide aircrews the experience of multiple, intensive air combat sorties in the safety of a training environment. 

LEFT: Retired World War II veteran Stuart Towey fires a shot on a simulator 
while 1st Lt. Shane Hutchins, assigned to the 432nd Wing/432nd Air 
Expeditionary Wing, looks on at Creech Air Force Base, Nev., July 7, 2023. 
Towey visited the base as part of a program aiming to fulfill his dream of 
sitting in a cockpit again, which came true in an MQ-9 simulator. 

Nellis has hosted Red Flag exercises since 1975 to provide aircrews the 
experience of multiple, intensive air combat sorties in the safety of a 
training environment. There are three iterations of Red Flag annually:
one U.S. only, one open to FVEY (Five Eyes) participants and another 
that welcomes an expanded roster of international allies and partners. 
The training occurs at Nellis AFB on the Nevada Test and Training Range, 
the U.S. Air Force’s premier military training area with more than 12,000 
square miles of airspace and 2.9 million acres of land. 
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exercises to provide aircrews the experience of multiple, intensive air combat sorties in the safety of a training environment. 

LEFT: Retired World War II veteran Stuart Towey fires a shot on a simulator 
while 1st Lt. Shane Hutchins, assigned to the 432nd Wing/432nd Air 
Expeditionary Wing, looks on at Creech Air Force Base, Nev., July 7, 2023. 
Towey visited the base as part of a program aiming to fulfill his dream of 
sitting in a cockpit again, which came true in an MQ-9 simulator. 

Nellis has hosted Red Flag exercises since 1975 to provide aircrews the 
experience of multiple, intensive air combat sorties in the safety of a 
training environment. There are three iterations of Red Flag annually:
one U.S. only, one open to FVEY (Five Eyes) participants and another 
that welcomes an expanded roster of international allies and partners. 
The training occurs at Nellis AFB on the Nevada Test and Training Range, 
the U.S. Air Force’s premier military training area with more than 12,000 
square miles of airspace and 2.9 million acres of land. 

JDRF is committed to accelerating  
life-changing breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and its complications

CURE PREVENT TREAT

Provided as a Public Service.

jdrf.org

With your support, we can help ensure that no one else ever has to 
deal with the many everyday pressures of living with this disease.
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Air Force MQ-9 
Reaper makes debut 
at USMC exercise

Nellis Welcomes New 
Honorary Commanders

MQ-9 Hellfire launches in the desert

99th SFS, EOD promote 
STEM at BattleBots

926th Wing welcomes new commander

USAA Salute to Service: 
Las Vegas Raiders

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Megan Estrada 

Staff Sgt. Taylor Thagard, 99th Civil Engineer Squadron 
fire and emergency services NCO in charge of training, 
runs football drills during the United Services Automobile 
Association Salute to Service Bootcamp at Allegiant 
Stadium, Las Vegas, Nev., Sept. 19, 2023. Events like these 
boost Airmen’s morale while also strengthening ties 
between the military and the local community. 

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Josey Blades 

Staff Sgt. Austin Biskey, a 99th Civil Engineering Squadron 
explosive ordnance disposal craftsman, controls the man 
transportable robot system, in the BattleBots arena, Nev., 
Sept. 6, 2023. The MTRS is an explosive ordnance disposal 
device that allows EOD personnel to detect, confirm, 
identify and dispose of unexploded explosive ordnance 
and other hazards from a safe distance. 

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Jordan McCoy 

Honorary commander inductees gather for a group 
photo at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Aug. 18, 2023. The 
honorary commander program creates opportunities 
to educate key community members about the missions 
of Nellis. 

Air Force photograph by Tech. Sgt. Lecretia Cunningham 

The 926th Wing welcomed its new commander during 
an assumption of command ceremony Sept. 10, 2023, 
at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. Brig. Gen. Regina Sabric, 
10th Air Force commander, presided over the ceremony 
where Col. Jason Reiss took command over the U.S. Air 
Force Warfare Center-associate unit. Reiss is a command 
pilot with more than 3,000 flight hours in fighter aircraft 
including the T-38 Talon and F-15 Eagle. He’s an F-15E 
evaluator, instructor pilot and comes to the 926th after 
serving as commander for the 414th Fighter Group, at 
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, N.C. 

Air Force photograph by Tech. Sgt. Emerson Nunez 

A U.S. Air Force MQ-9 Reaper participated in a Marine 
Corps Service Level Training Exercise for the first time ever 
at Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Twentynine 
Palms, Calif., from July 24-28, 2023, an event that saw 
joint cooperation between the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, 
and Marine Corps. Assigned to the 432nd Wing, the 
MQ-9’s presence in SLTE 5-23 was a unique opportunity 
to verify and exercise new Agile Combat Employment 
(ACE) capabilities, as well as tactics, techniques and 
procedures for the remotely piloted aircraft. The MQ-9 
was developed for counter-insurgency and counter-
terrorism (COIN/CT) operations and continues to be 
very effective in those areas, but RPAs can also provide 
value in strategic competition operations by leveraging 
their long loiter times to provide persistent intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance. 

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Victoria Nuzzi 

An MQ-9 Reaper remotely piloted aircraft piloted by Airmen from the 556th Test and Evaluation Squadron flies over 
the Nevada Test and Training Range and fires an Air-to-Ground Missile-114 Hellfire missile, Aug. 30, 2023. The 556 TES 
performs all software and physical testing to improve the combat capabilities of the MQ-9 Reaper. 
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34th WPS flies over 
Allegiant Stadium

99th CES fire 
specialists 
train

34th WPS conduct CSAR Training

Creech Airmen return 
home from deployment

Nellis Thanksgiving 2023

Ignite visits Nellis

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Victoria Nuzzi 

A U.S. Air Force Airmen from the 432nd Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron is welcomed home from 
deployment by his family at Harry Reid International 
Airport, Nev, Oct. 25, 2023. The Airman was deployed in an 
undisclosed location for a multiple-month deployment. 

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Timothy Perish 

Chief Master Sgt. Jason Tricky, left, the 57th Wing 
command chief, and Brig. Gen. Richard Goodman, the 
57th Wing commander, serve food to Airmen, retired 
veterans and guests in the Crosswinds Dining Facility 
at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Nov. 23, 2023. The dining 
facility is open to active duty service members, retirees, 
family members and civilians who have base access. 

Air Force photograph by Staff Sgt. Alexi Bosarge 

Team members from the NBA G League Ignite basketball 
team run drills during practice at Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nev., Nov. 28, 2023. The 99th Air Base Wing hosted 
the practice and invited Airmen and their families to 
participate to boost morale. While at Nellis, Ignite took 
a tour of the flightline where Airmen briefed players 
and management on the mission sets of each aircraft 
stationed at Nellis. 

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Zachary Rufus 

Airman 1st Class Kyle Datu and 
Staf f Sgt. Matt Trevizo, 99th 
Civil Engineering Squadron fire 
protection specialists, extinguish 
a fire during an aircraft live fire 
training exercise at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., Oct. 12, 2023. Propane 
ignitors are built in multiple 
positions throughout and around 
the training fuselage providing 
firefighters with a more realistic 
training environment. 

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Megan Estrada 

Airmen from the 34th Weapons Squadron fly over Las 
Vegas, Nevada, Oct. 9, 2023. Airmen from the 34th Weapons 
Squadron participated in a refueling formation which 
included two HH-60W Jolly Green IIs and an HC-130J Combat 
King II. The mission of the Combat King II is to rapidly deploy 
to execute combatant commander directed recovery 
operations to include airdrop, airland, helicopter air-to-air 
refueling, and forward area ground refueling missions. 

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Zachary Rufus 

Capt. Terry Tilgham, a student instructor pilot assigned 
to the 34th Weapons Squadron, reads flight documents 
prior to launching out from a combat search and rescue 
mission at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Oct. 23, 2023. 34th 
WPS’ student pilot instructors qualified in CSAR tactics. 



6   January, 2024 Desert lightning news s. nevaDa
Facebook.com/NellisDesertLightningNewswww.aerotechnews.com/nellisafb 2024 Year in review

Air Force MQ-9 
Reaper makes debut 
at USMC exercise

Nellis Welcomes New 
Honorary Commanders

MQ-9 Hellfire launches in the desert

99th SFS, EOD promote 
STEM at BattleBots

926th Wing welcomes new commander

USAA Salute to Service: 
Las Vegas Raiders

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Megan Estrada 

Staff Sgt. Taylor Thagard, 99th Civil Engineer Squadron 
fire and emergency services NCO in charge of training, 
runs football drills during the United Services Automobile 
Association Salute to Service Bootcamp at Allegiant 
Stadium, Las Vegas, Nev., Sept. 19, 2023. Events like these 
boost Airmen’s morale while also strengthening ties 
between the military and the local community. 

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Josey Blades 

Staff Sgt. Austin Biskey, a 99th Civil Engineering Squadron 
explosive ordnance disposal craftsman, controls the man 
transportable robot system, in the BattleBots arena, Nev., 
Sept. 6, 2023. The MTRS is an explosive ordnance disposal 
device that allows EOD personnel to detect, confirm, 
identify and dispose of unexploded explosive ordnance 
and other hazards from a safe distance. 

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Jordan McCoy 

Honorary commander inductees gather for a group 
photo at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Aug. 18, 2023. The 
honorary commander program creates opportunities 
to educate key community members about the missions 
of Nellis. 

Air Force photograph by Tech. Sgt. Lecretia Cunningham 

The 926th Wing welcomed its new commander during 
an assumption of command ceremony Sept. 10, 2023, 
at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. Brig. Gen. Regina Sabric, 
10th Air Force commander, presided over the ceremony 
where Col. Jason Reiss took command over the U.S. Air 
Force Warfare Center-associate unit. Reiss is a command 
pilot with more than 3,000 flight hours in fighter aircraft 
including the T-38 Talon and F-15 Eagle. He’s an F-15E 
evaluator, instructor pilot and comes to the 926th after 
serving as commander for the 414th Fighter Group, at 
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, N.C. 

Air Force photograph by Tech. Sgt. Emerson Nunez 

A U.S. Air Force MQ-9 Reaper participated in a Marine 
Corps Service Level Training Exercise for the first time ever 
at Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Twentynine 
Palms, Calif., from July 24-28, 2023, an event that saw 
joint cooperation between the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, 
and Marine Corps. Assigned to the 432nd Wing, the 
MQ-9’s presence in SLTE 5-23 was a unique opportunity 
to verify and exercise new Agile Combat Employment 
(ACE) capabilities, as well as tactics, techniques and 
procedures for the remotely piloted aircraft. The MQ-9 
was developed for counter-insurgency and counter-
terrorism (COIN/CT) operations and continues to be 
very effective in those areas, but RPAs can also provide 
value in strategic competition operations by leveraging 
their long loiter times to provide persistent intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance. 

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Victoria Nuzzi 

An MQ-9 Reaper remotely piloted aircraft piloted by Airmen from the 556th Test and Evaluation Squadron flies over 
the Nevada Test and Training Range and fires an Air-to-Ground Missile-114 Hellfire missile, Aug. 30, 2023. The 556 TES 
performs all software and physical testing to improve the combat capabilities of the MQ-9 Reaper. 

January, 2024    7
Facebook.com/NellisDesertLightningNews

Desert lightning news s. nevaDa
www.aerotechnews.com/nellisafb 2024 Year in review

34th WPS flies over 
Allegiant Stadium

99th CES fire 
specialists 
train

34th WPS conduct CSAR Training

Creech Airmen return 
home from deployment

Nellis Thanksgiving 2023

Ignite visits Nellis

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Victoria Nuzzi 

A U.S. Air Force Airmen from the 432nd Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron is welcomed home from 
deployment by his family at Harry Reid International 
Airport, Nev, Oct. 25, 2023. The Airman was deployed in an 
undisclosed location for a multiple-month deployment. 

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Timothy Perish 

Chief Master Sgt. Jason Tricky, left, the 57th Wing 
command chief, and Brig. Gen. Richard Goodman, the 
57th Wing commander, serve food to Airmen, retired 
veterans and guests in the Crosswinds Dining Facility 
at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Nov. 23, 2023. The dining 
facility is open to active duty service members, retirees, 
family members and civilians who have base access. 

Air Force photograph by Staff Sgt. Alexi Bosarge 

Team members from the NBA G League Ignite basketball 
team run drills during practice at Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nev., Nov. 28, 2023. The 99th Air Base Wing hosted 
the practice and invited Airmen and their families to 
participate to boost morale. While at Nellis, Ignite took 
a tour of the flightline where Airmen briefed players 
and management on the mission sets of each aircraft 
stationed at Nellis. 

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Zachary Rufus 

Airman 1st Class Kyle Datu and 
Staf f Sgt. Matt Trevizo, 99th 
Civil Engineering Squadron fire 
protection specialists, extinguish 
a fire during an aircraft live fire 
training exercise at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., Oct. 12, 2023. Propane 
ignitors are built in multiple 
positions throughout and around 
the training fuselage providing 
firefighters with a more realistic 
training environment. 

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Megan Estrada 

Airmen from the 34th Weapons Squadron fly over Las 
Vegas, Nevada, Oct. 9, 2023. Airmen from the 34th Weapons 
Squadron participated in a refueling formation which 
included two HH-60W Jolly Green IIs and an HC-130J Combat 
King II. The mission of the Combat King II is to rapidly deploy 
to execute combatant commander directed recovery 
operations to include airdrop, airland, helicopter air-to-air 
refueling, and forward area ground refueling missions. 

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Zachary Rufus 

Capt. Terry Tilgham, a student instructor pilot assigned 
to the 34th Weapons Squadron, reads flight documents 
prior to launching out from a combat search and rescue 
mission at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Oct. 23, 2023. 34th 
WPS’ student pilot instructors qualified in CSAR tactics. 



8   January, 2024 Desert lightning news s. nevaDa
Facebook.com/NellisDesertLightningNewswww.aerotechnews.com/nellisafb 2024 Year in review

New USO opens at Nellis AFB USAF Weapons 
School holiday party

Raiders, Nellis give out Christmas trees

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Wyatt Stabler 

Airmen from the 99th 
Civil Engineer Squadron 
load a Christmas tree 
on an Airman’s car at 
Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nev. ,  Dec .  5,  2023. 
The Las Vegas Raiders 
teamed up with Nellis 
volunteers to give away 
500 live Christmas trees 
to active-duty service 
members, retirees, and 
their families. 

U.S Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Elizibeth Tan 

USO Nevada members 
along with leadership 
from Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., cut the ribbon 
at the grand opening 
ceremony of Nellis’ new 
USO, Dec. 1, 2023. After 
years without a USO due 
to the old building being 
condemne d,  a  new 
building was opened 
in a newly renovated 
dormitory building. 

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Elizabeth Tan 

Chief Master Sgt. Jared Pietras, Senior Enlisted leader of the United States Air Force Weapons 
School, dressed as Santa Claus, ziplines down an HH-60W at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Dec. 
9, 2023. This performance was dedicated to USAFWS Airmen and their families for a holiday 
party to build morale. 
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www.pediatricdentalcareassociates.com  •  6365 Simmons St., Suite 100  •  North Las Vegas  •  Located at the SW corner of Aliante and Centennial Parkway

Specializing in dentistry for children of all ages, including those with special needs.

Most insurances accepted.

Dentistry For Children

702-853-7322

Special ServiceS 
• Nitrous Oxide 

• Sedation  
• Hospital Dentistry

Board Certified Pediatric Dentists
Dr. Jon P. Galea

Dr. Elizabeth J. McGee

98”

2 GREAT SUPERSTORE LOCATIONS
301 S. MARTIN LUTHER KING BLVD. LAS VEGAS, NV 89106  /  671 MARKS ST. HENDERSON, NV 89014

STORE HOURS: MON.-SAT. 10AM-8PM / SUN. 10AM-6PM / Shop 24/7@walkerfurniture.com 
+Off compare at price. *On qualifying purchases, not valid on prior purchases. Cannot be combined with any other offers.  

Final prices shown, no further discounts apply. See store for details on all offers. Offers expire 1-8-2024.

LOCALLY OWNED FOR OVER 68 YEARS

New Year ’s

SALE

Ring in the New Year with New Furniture!

New Years

SALE

’

I t’s A

+

On qualifying purchases of $3,999 or more.  Not valid on prior 
purchases cannot be combined with any other coupons/promo-

62% 36DISCOUNT 
EQUAL TO THE
SALES TAXOFF MONTHS

STOREWIDE

Plus Receive A Or No Interest ForGreat Savings Up To

**

On qualifying purchases of $3,999 or more made with your Walker 
Furniture credit card 12-26-2023 - 1-8-2024. 25% Down. Subject to 
credit approval. Equal monthly payments required for 36 months. 
See store for details.

**

EQUAL TO THE
MONTHS

DISCOUNT

SALES TAX
STOREWIDE

Plus Receive A Or No Interest For

No Down Payment

Great Savings Up To

On qualifying purchases of $3,999 or more. Not valid on prior 
purchases, cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
promotional o�ers. See store for details.

On qualifying purchases of $3,999 or more made with your Walker 
Furniture credit card 1-1-2024 - 1-8-2024.  Sales tax and delivery 
required at time of purchase on another payment type. Subject to 
credit approval. Equal monthly payments required for 36 months. See 
store for details.

GOING ON NOW!

NEW YEAR’S

11 YEARS IN A ROW!
BEST FURNITURE &MATTRESS STORE

$69999
ONLY 26 TO SELL!

BALIN COLLECTION
98” jumbo sofa in a fashionable gray.  
Includes 4 accent pillows. While supplies last.  
Loveseat $679.99 

Sofa
WAS 1399.99
NOW!

Save 
$300 

DOOR BUSTER

DOOR BUSTER BUSTER

Creative Real 
Estate Associates

RENTAL HOMES IN 
• North Las Vegas
• Las Vegas
• Henderson

Rents from $750
Contact us

702-450-5778
www.CreativeRE.comA CFC Participant. Provided as a public service.

St. Jude patient Isabelle with her mom, 
Abigayle, SFC, U.S. Army National Guard

Finding cures.
Saving children.®
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital® 

800-822-6344 • stjude.org

7175 W. Lake Mead Blvd. Ste. 130 • West exit of US-95 at corner of Rocksprings

11am - 9 pm (Closed Mondays)
Dine In, Take Out, Curbside, Patio, Pet Seating

215 & Durango - Smith’s Shopping Center
7070 N. Durango @ Elkhorn

Featuring Homemade Greek, Italian & Mediterranean 

702-396-0070 • www.marketgrillecafe.com

EXPIRES 02/23/24

10% OFF
with this coupon 

Jeffrey W. Ziegler, D.O.
Board Certified in 

Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine

62 North Pecos Rd., Suite C • Henderson, NV 89074

(702) 433-3355
www.nevadaosteopath.com

Medical and Manipulative Treatment  
for Musculoskeletal Pain and Injury

Experienced Tricare Provider

Dan Laird, MD, JD - Attorney and Medical Doctor
Cerebral Palsy • Birth Injury • Medical Malpractice

Proud to Serve Veterans and Active Duty Military Families

(702) 800-0300 www.LairdLaw.com

FREE CONSULTATION

2 & 3 Bedroom Apartment Homes • 642-0140
• Only 6 miles from Gate • Pet Friendly
• Fireplaces  • Washer & Dryers
• Non-Smoking Units* • Reduced Rates for Military

Swimming Pool, Spa, Fitness Center, Club House, 
Covered Parking, Tot Lot, Vaulted Ceilings, 

Quiet Residential Neighborhoods

370 Casa Norte Dr, North Las Vegas, NV
CRAIG RANCH VILLAS
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PCS: Permanent Change of Station
May through August is “PCS Season” for the military.  Military members 
and their families prepare to make a new home, wherever they are sent.

How can your business serve military families who are moving to your area? 
By advertising in Aerotech News’ special PCS guide, you will be well-placed to attract new customers as they arrive in 
our community. We offer our advertisers a targeted, employed readership due to our distribution agreements with military 
installations and defense industry contractors.  You will also have access to thousands of readers who follow us online.

Phone: (661) 945-5634 • Toll Free: (877) 247-9288 www.aerotechnews.com 
www.thinkmilitaryads.com • www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview/

Home is Where We’re Sent

New arrivals are typically in need of:
• Housing - Where to live (especially if base housing is in short supply)?
• Education - Charter or private school options for children, higher education for adults
• Food/ Entertainment - What are options for eating out, recreation and socializing?
• Transportation - Who has military financing for vehicle purchase or leasing?
• Worship - Where are the local churches, synagogues, etc?
• Specialized medical and dental care - What providers are available in the community to supplement on-base services?
• Pre-school and child care - Who can be trusted to care for children of dual-income families?
• Goods and services - Where are the best places to go for furniture and home goods, car repair, and specialty goods and services?

AD SIZE Black White
Full Page

(10.25” x 13”)
Half Page

(10.25” x 6.5”)
Quarter Page

(5” x 6.5”)

$179400

1/8 page
(3.325” x 5”)

Full Color

PREMIUM POSITIONS
Inside Cover
Back Cover

Circulation - 25,000

$249600

$97500 $132600

$53500 $71050

$29500 $38500

N/A $289500

N/A $329500

Business Card 
(3.325” x 2”) $12700 $16300

ADVERTISING RATES

NOW IS THE TIME TO GET THEIR ATTENTION!
Call (877) 247-9288 today to reserve your ad space.

Or email Sandi at sbueltel@aerotechnews.com
Publish Date: May 17, 2024

Advertising Deadline: May 10, 2024
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March is Women’s History Month: celebrating, honoring and educating  
Americans on the achievements of women throughout American history.

On February 23, 2024, each of Aerotech News and Review’s publications will  
publish a special edition dedicated to the achievements of women  

in the military and aerospace. These issues are sure to be informative,  
thought-provoking and wonderful keepsake editions.

Phone: 661-945-5634 • Toll free: 877-247-9288  • www.thinkmilitaryads.com
www.aerotechnews.com  • www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview

Women
 IN AEROSPACE AND MILITARY

SPECIAL EDITION

Aerotech News
Journal of Aerospace, Defense Industry and Veteran News and Reviewand ReviewAerotech NewsAerotech News

Luke AFB -PhoenixDavis-Monthan AFB - TucsonNellis & Creech AFB - Las VegasAntelope Valley and Edwards AFB

Please join us in honoring the women in aviation and military history by placing  
your company’s ad in this special edition. Call (877) 247-9288 to place your ad,  

or email Sandi Bueltel at sbueltel@aerotechnews.com

Advertising Reservation Deadline:  February 12, 2024
Advertising Material Deadline:  February 15, 2024



REACH THE BEST MARKET

Military - Aerospace - Veterans
In Print and Digital

ALWAYS FREE ACCESS!
Frequent Updates — Breaking News — Local • Regional • National 

Your one-stop source of news and information for military, 
 defense industry and aerospace professionals as  

well as aerospace enthusiasts, and military veterans.
We offer our advertisers access to a great market of  

employed, educated professionals with stable incomes.

Phone: 661-945-5634 • Toll free: 877-247-9288  
www.aerotechnews.com  •  www.thinkmilitaryads.com

www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview


