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Inland MOPARS and MWR Volunteers
Bring Christmas in January to Fort Irwin

By Elizabeth O. Bryson

FORT IRWIN, Calif. — The Inland
Mopars, a group of car enthusiasts from in and
around the California Inland Empire, includ-
ing Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San
Bernardino counties, brought a bit of extended
Christmas joy to Fort Irwin families January
6, 2024, as they partnered with the Fort Irwin
and the local community to deliver hundreds
of toys to children, here.

Brandi Crist, Department of Family and
Morale, Welfare and Recreation (DFMWR)
director, helped organize the event and was
there with her team unloading, processing, and
handing out toys.

“This event is an excellent opportunity for
us to give something back to the community
and demonstrates a fantastic community-wide
effort,” Crist said. “We are so grateful to
Mopars and all of our volunteers out here for
helping to give Fort Irwin kids Christmas in
January.”

Mike Keller, Inland Mopars toy drive co-
ordinator, said the organization collects sports
equipment, bicycles, books, dolls, skateboards
and more at car shows and events throughout
the year to bring joy to military families living
on and near Fort Irwin each January.

According to Keller, this year he drove a
24-foot trailer loaded “end-to-end” with gifts

and toys, representing a value of nearly $50,000
which was collected by Mopars over the past
twelve months.

“Every year we start collecting [donations]
heavily in May at various car shows and events
we do just so we can make this event happen
and help give families here a great Christmas,”
Keller said. “It means so much to be able to
do this... we want to make sure every child
gets a toy.”

A volunteer dressed as the Grinch was on
hand to oversee the event, displaying uncharac-
teristic holiday cheer as he directed traffic and

merrily waved at families as their vehicles were
guided through the drive-in donation area by
Fort Irwin Military Police.

Families turned in wish lists to “Santa’s help-
ers” consisting of volunteers from all over post,
including Fort Irwin garrison headquarters,

Better Opportunity for Single Soldiers (BOSS),
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, 916th Sus-
tainment Brigade, Operations Group, and the
Fort Irwin Directorate of Emergency Services
(DES) and family members, who delivered
basketballs, skates, dolls, and bikes to the

grinning children in cars and trucks waiting

to take them home.

“This is a special event for us,” said Keller.
“We love being here every year to see the
kids faces... and to be a part of giving back
to Soldiers and their families... and when we
leave here, we'll be ready to start collecting for

next year!”

A Great Day for Logisticians: 916th Earns FORSCOM Supply Excellence Awards

Story and photos by Elizabeth O. Bryson

FORT IRWIN, Calif. — U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Curtis

D. Taylor, commanding general of National Training Center
(NTC) and Fort Irwin, presented Army Chief of Staff Supply
Excellence Awards (SEA), January 17, 2024, to two units from
the 916th Support Brigade, here.

Taylor presented the awards to Company C, 2916th Avia-
tion Battalion “Raptors” and 1916th Support Battalion “Desert
Warriors.”

The purpose of the SEA program is to enhance the readiness,
discipline, and supply effectiveness of organizations, perpetuate
group competition and increase public awareness of supply
excellence in the Army; the presentation of these awards is pres-
tigious, as they are awarded to just a few organizations each year.

“SEAs are presented to the best of the best of the best,” said
Taylor. “Those that show a commitment to going above and
beyond to support the U.S. Army mission and demonstrate
the highest level of competency and dedication.”

According to U.S. Army Forces Command (FORSCOM),
there are over 700,000 troops in the organization, providing
over 80% of the Army’s combat power, which translates to

U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Curtis D. Taylor, commanding general of National Training Center (NTC) and Fort Irwin (far right,
kneeling,) poses with members of the 1916th Support Battalion “Desert Warriors”and their civilian partners, KBR, January
17,2024, in the 1916th Bn. warehouse at Fort Irwin, Calif, as they show off the coveted U.S. Army Forces Command
(FORSCOM), Supply Excellence Award (SEA) for best FORSCOM Level IV Supply Support Activity (SSA). The purpose of
the SEA program is to enhance the readiness, discipline, and supply effectiveness of organizations, perpetuate group
competition and increase public awareness of supply excellence in the Army; the presentation of these awards is
prestigious, as they are awarded to just a few organizations each year.

See LOGISTICIANS, Page 3
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The NTC/Fort Irwin Inspector
eneral (IG) is moving!

Effective 31 January 2024 the IG office will be in Building R183,
at the intersection of 5th St. and Inner Loop Rd., behind the Mary
Walker Clinic.

The IG exists as an extension of the eyes, ears, voice, and con-
science of the Commander. They serve to enhance the Command’s

readiness and warfighting capability through the execution of in-
spections, investigations, assistance, teaching and training, and by
advising the Commander and subordinate commanders on matters
affecting the Command’s immediate readiness and morale. Inspec-
tors General are a resource for everyone!
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HIGH DESERT WARRIOR

High Desert Warrior, a civilian enterprise newspaper, is an
authorized publication for members of the United States
Army and Fort Irwin community. Contents of this newspaper
are not necessarily official view of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, Department of Defense, Department of the
Army or Fort Irwin and the National Training Center. High
Desert Warrior is prepared weekly by the Public Affairs Office,
National Training Center and Fort Irwin, P.O. Box 105067,
Fort Irwin, CA, 92310-5067. Telephone: 380-4511 or DSN
470-4511. FAX: 380-3075.

High Desert Warrioris adigital publication, distributed monthly
on Facebook, www.facebook.com/HighDesertWarrior/ as
well as emailed to base personnel It is produced at Aerotech
News and Review, (661) 945-5634.

Aerotech News and Review is a private firm in no way
connected with the Department of the Army and is
responsible for the commercial advertising found in this
publication. Everything advertised in this publication will
be made available for purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national orientation, age,
marital status, physical handicap or political affiliation of
the purchaser, user or patron. A confirmed violation of this
policy of equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source. The appearance
of advertisements in this publication does not constitute an
endorsement by the Department of the Army of the products
or services advertised.

Printed by Aerotech News and Review, Inc. (877) 247-9288,
www.aerotechnews.com.
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2nd Place, 2017 U.S. Army IMCOM
Newspaper Competition — Feature Photograph
Honorable Mention, 2009 U.S. Army IMCOM-West
Newspaper Competition — Tabloid category
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Maj. Gen. Keith L. Ware
Newspaper Competition — Tabloid Category

SEND US FEEDBACK
Send your questions, suggestions, or problems to:
1. Your chain of command
2. ICE (Interactive Customer Evaluation)
3. CG's Hotline: 380-5463

SOCIAL MEDIA

Instagram: @ntcfortirwin
Facebook (NTC/Ft Irwin): @ntcFortirwin
Facebook (Public Affairs): @Ftirwin
Twitter: @NTC_Update

AEROTECH N%g

Jowrnal of derospace and Defense industry News

=T IS O THIE INTERMETT ™.,
Visit ms & e cCrENRE NS BEEE




www.aerotechnews.com/ntcfortirwin

High Desert Warrior 3
February 2024

Community

MEDDAC sponsored food pantry
. &

SAN BERNARDINO
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ction

PARTNERSHIP

Food Pantry

NO COST FOOD, DIAPERS & FORMULA

Every 2nd Wednesday
1100 - 1300
Blue Track

MORE INFO
909.723.1581

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Courtesy photos

Over 200 families received food, diapers and other items at the food pantry event at the
Blue Track on Fort Irwin California January 10, 2024.Thank you to all of the people who
worked to make this event happen and improve the quality of life for our families here at
Fort Irwin. Don't miss it next month!

From LOGISTICIANS, Page 1

thousands of supply organizations, while SEAS are presented
to less than 10 each year.

Taylor presented the first SEA, best FORSCOM Level
I Unit Supply, to C Co., 2916th Aviation Bn., at their
unit headquarters.

C Co. provides air MEDEVAC rotational support to the
more than 50,000 service members who train at the NTC
annually, which can mean over 100 transport missions a year,
each of which can potentially save the life of a Soldier.

Maj. Chris Moser, C Co., 2916th Aviation Bn. commander,
said the efforts of his supply shop are critical to the success
of those life-saving missions and credited Staff Sgt. Malcolm
Horne, C Co., 2916th Aviation Bn., supply sergeant, with
the win.

“It’s almost unheard of for a one-man shop to receive this
kind of recognition, but it is absolutely deserved,” said Moser.
“Over the past three years, we've had 11 staff visits and inspec-
tions, during which we received over a 90% satisfaction record,
which is outstanding. In September of 2023, we received
a 100% [satisfaction] during the Arms Aviation Resource
Management Survey, which is no fails whatsoever... that is
extremely rare.”

Horne, who has been an Army supply sergeant for 12 years,
said he was overwhelmed with the magnitude of recognition
he received for what he called, “just doing his job.”

Horne not only provides supply support for weapons and
vehicles, but he also makes sure the helicopter crews and med-
ics who must stay over at the unit during 24-hour shifts for
on-call duty have everything they need to be comfortable and
ready to respond.

“Our Soldiers are out there every day saving lives...
proud to support them and help wherever I am needed,” said

Iam

Horne. “T absolutely love these guys... they are like a family
to me.”

Horne had some advice for other supply sergeants aspiring

to achieve excellence.

“In this job, you really learn by trial and error, but your
best friend is always the [regulations]”, Horne said. “Always
check the regulations and make sure you are doing things by
the book.”

Taylor presented the second award, best FORSCOM Level
IV Supply Support Activity (SSA), to 1916th Bn. and their
civilian partners, KBR, at the 1916th warehouse.

The 1916th provides support to the Fort Irwin installation
and sustainment for the rotational units that cycle through here,
while maintaining a trained and ready force that can support
worldwide contingency operations.

Taylor expressed his gratitude for the Soldiers and the many
civilians committed to working together daily to support the
important mission of the NTC and the tens of thousands of
troops who live and train here each year.

“Wee are incredibly grateful for the outstanding professional-
ism, dedication and efficiency of this team,” Taylor said. “We
asked a lot, and you delivered.”

Chief Warrant Officer 4 Rigoberto Navarro, 1916th Bn.
SSA accountable officer, who oversees the team, also offered
his thanks.

“I want to highlight a few special people who made this
possible: Mr. Williams and Mr. Jeffries from KBR... but you
are all winners— this is for you,” Navarro said, gesturing to the
group of KBR employees and Soldiers in attendance. “This a
winning team and we wouldn’t be here without all your efforts.”

Col. Cedric Gaskin, 916th Support Brigade commander, also
congratulated the team on their extraordinary accomplishment.

“This [SEA] is a result of the hard work, professionalism,
and dedication of our Soldiers and the centralized workforce,
working together to achieve a goal,” Gaskin said. “When we
work together as a cohesive team, anything is possible.”

Photo by Ellzabeth 0. Bryson

The coveted Army Chief of Staff Supply Excellence Awards
(SEA) for best U.S. Army Forces Command (FORSCOM),
Level IV Supply Support Activity (SSA), presented to
1916th Support Battalion “Desert Warriors,” January 17,
2024, in the 1916th Support Bn. warehouse at Fort Irwin,
Calif. The purpose of the SEA program is to enhance

the readiness, discipline, and supply effectiveness of
organizations, perpetuate group competition and increase
public awareness of supply excellence in the Army; the
presentation of these awards is prestigious, as they are
awarded to just a few organizations each year.
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2024 Rose Bowl
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Photos by Dave Dupree

Soldiers and command teams from the National Training Center and Fort Irwin represented the installation at the Rose Bowl game Michigan vs. Alabama in Pasadena California

January 1, 2024.

See more photos ROSE BOWL, Page 5
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JDRF is committed to accelerating life-changing breakthroughs to

CURE : PREVENT : TREAT
type 1 diabetes and its complications.

We know that living with T1D can feel like a constant balancing act—involving a lot of stress and
sleepless nights. That’s why JDRF continues to drive scientific progress to deliver new treatments
that take the worry out dealing with this disease. We want to keep everyone with T1D healthier,
longer—until a cure is found.

OUR PLAN IS TO CREATE A FUTURE WHERE...

You can skip counting carbs You can skip counting carbs
for months at a time for months at a time

The burden is eased all
day, and you sleep safely
through the night

T1D can be prevented and will Producing your insulin doesn’t Diabetes doesn’t bring other
never threaten anyone again require a second thought health problems

With your support, we can help ensure that no one else ever has to
deal with the many everyday pressures of living with this disease.

JDRF: jarto

DIABETES. Provided as a Publ

NOTICE OF PUBLIC LIEN SALES
Business & Professional Code Section 21700-21707
Notice is hereby given by the undersigned that a public lien sale of the
following described personal property will be held at the hours of 12 noon
on the 14th day of February 2024 or thereafter. The auction is being held at
www.selfstorageauction.com by competitive bid. The property is stored by
Nova Storage located 16488 Adelanto Rd. Adelanto, CA 92301.

The items to be sold are generally described as follows: Furniture, clothing,
tools and or other household items stored by the following persons.

F66 Acosta, Amber

E06 Isaiah, Kimberly

E56 Brock, Roy

E45 Brock, Roy

C21 Medina, Robert

B05 Barraza, Jaime Flores
103 Brock, Roy

F09 Gutierrez, Nicholas
FO8 Tuon, Samet

C03 Taylor, Rickeishia

Date: January 24,2024 Signed NOVA STORAGE

This notice is given in accordance with the provisions of section 21700 et seq. of
Business & Professional Code of the Sate of California. The owner reserves the
right to bid at the sale. All purchased goods are sold "As Is" and must be paid for
and removed at the time of sale. Sales subject to prior cancellation in the event
of settlement between owner & obligated party. Auctioneer: Nova Storage

home.army.mil/irwin
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Hunters do more to conserve habitat than any other group. And they have achieved great things for

wildlife and wild places by supporting conservation organizations like Ducks Unlimited. Because

of their support, Ducks Unlimited has conserved more than 12 million acres of habitat across the

continent. Come share our vision of skies filled with waterfowl today, tomorrow, and forever. (?é.\_.
DUCKS

UNLIMITED

To find out more go to www.ducks.org




Veterans,

when you're struggling,
soon becomes

later becomes
someday becomes
..when?

Dont wait. Reach out.

Whatever you’re going through,
you don’t have to do it alone.

Find resources at VA.GOV/REACH

VA , LL5. Department
-....- ol Velerans Allairs
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Your one-stop source of news and information for military,
defense industry and aerospace professionals as
well as aerospace enthusiasts, and military veterans.

We offer our advertisers access to a great market of
employed, educated professionals with stable incomes.
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