
Luke Days 2024
March 23 - 24 — Luke Air Force Base

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Breanna Klemm
The United States Air Force Air Demonstration Team “Thunderbirds” perform at the California Capital Airshow, at Mather Airport, Sacramento, Sept. 16-17, 2023. The 
Thunderbirds fly at numerous air shows each year.
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Welcome!
Welcome to Luke Air Force Base, 

Arizona, home of Thunderbolt Nation 
and the 2024 Luke Days Air Show! It 
is our distinct pleasure to welcome our 
friends, neighbors, and community part-
ners from the entire Southwest region 
for a display of American air superiority.

Jaw-Dropping Performances and 
Interactive Displays

During the Luke Days 2024 Air Show 
we’re thrilled to present our spectacular 
lineup of military and civilian aerial 
acts. The renowned U.S. Air Force Thun-
derbirds Demonstration Team are back 
and heading the show. On May 25, 1953, 
just six years after the U.S. Air Force 
became its own independent branch, the 
Thunderbirds were born as the official 
air demonstration team. Designated 
the 3600th Air Demonstration Unit, 
they were activated at Luke AFB, and 
we are excited to welcome them back to 
the Valley of the Sun. Over the years, 
with many different aircraft, the Thun-
derbirds have continued to represent 
the hardworking Airmen who serve our 
country every day.

Beyond the aerial demonstrations,we 
hope you enjoy the static aircraft dis-
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plays, vendors, kid’s zone, and, of course, 
STEM City. Explore this interactive zone 
featuring exhibits from many local and 
national organizations in Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Math. It’s a fun 
and educational experience for all ages!

A Legacy of Service
Luke Air Force Base boasts a rich his-

tory. Our namesake, 2nd Lt. Frank Luke 
Jr., a Phoenix native, was the first avia-
tor to receive the Medal of Honor for his 
acts of heroism in World War I. This year 
marks the 106th anniversary of his final 
World War I flight.

Since 1941, Luke AFB has been an 
integral part of the community. Over 
61,000 fighter pilots have honed their 
skills here, and within a year of gradua-
tion, many are actively deployed around 
the globe.

The dedication of our Airmen extends 
far beyond our training mission, with 
many brave men and women currently 
supporting worldwide contingencies. 
Each Airman plays a vital role in safe-
guarding our skies and advancing air-
power. We encourage you to take the 
time to talk to our Thunderbolts serving 
here today and learn their stories.

A World-Class Event
A tremendous amount of effort goes into 

making Luke Days possible. We extend 
our deepest gratitude to our community 
partners, generous sponsors, vendors, and 
of course, our Airmen and their families. 
Thank you for creating this world-class 
event!

It’s an honor to share this experience 
with you. We hope you have a fantastic 
time at Luke Days 2024!

Brig. Gen. Jason Rueschhoff
56th Fighter Wing Commander
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56TH 
FIGHTER WING
LUKE AIR FORCE BASE

The 56th Fighter Wing, headquartered at Luke Air Force Base, Phoenix, Ariz., is 
the largest fighter wing in the U.S. Air Force. The wing is part of Air Education and 
Training Command. The wing also oversees the Gila Bend Air Force Auxiliary Field 
and is steward of the 1.7 million acre Barry M. Goldwater Military Training Range.

MISSION
We train the world’s greatest
fighter pilots and combat-ready
Airmen!

VISION
The world’s premier fighter wing... 
advancing airpower to win tomorrow’s 
fight.

Luke AFB Public Affairs
14185 W. Falcon St., Bldg 452

Luke AFB, AZ 85309
Phone:(623) 856-6011  Email:56fw.pa@us.af.mil

www.luke.af.mil

ECONOMIC IMPACT

LEADERSHIP

DIRECT: $974 Million
INDIRECT: $761 Million
INDUCED: $697 Million
Total Economic Impact in AZ 
            $3.8 Billion

LUKE HISTORY

PARTNERS IN TRAINING

THUNDERBOLT NATION

Luke Air Force Base is named for the WWI flying ace and 
Phoenix native Lieutenant Frank Luke Jr., the first aviator to 
receive the Medal of Honor. Lieutenant Luke scored 18 aerial 
victories, 14 against German observation balloons, before being 
killed at the age of 21 on Sept. 29, 1918.

Since 1941, Luke has graduated over 61,000 pilots
105 F-35 pilots annually
60 F-16 pilots annually
79 Intel specialists annually
98 F-35 maintainers annually
8 Medical lab technicians annually
16 Critical Care/Emergency Trauma Fellowship annually
236 Air Control Squadron personnel annually

Italy Netherlands Norway

Singapore Denmark

Active: 5,280
Reserve: 2,365
Civilian: 2,876

Wing Commander
Brig. Gen. Jason Rueschhoff

Deputy Commander
Col. Keagan McLeese

Command Chief
CMSgt. Jason Shaffer

WE TRAIN 75% OF THE WORLD’S F-35 PILOTS

Belgium
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U.S. Air Force Capt. Melanie “MACH” 
Kluesner, F-35A Lightning II Demon-
stration Team pilot and commander, 
prepares to fly an aerial demonstration 
certification flight at Hill Air Force Base, 
Utah, Feb. 22, 2024. Upon the 388th 
Fighter Wing commander certification, 
the F-35 Demo Team pilot is required 
to complete the Air Combat Command 
Heritage Flight Training Course.

U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Kaitlyn Ergish
A U.S. Air Force F-35A Lightning II as-
signed to the F-35A Lightning II Dem-
onstration Team performs a practice 
airshow performance at Hill Air Force 
Base, Utah. The F-35 Demo Team per-
forms rehearsal flights regularly to 
maintain required flying certifications 
and to uphold and maintain their mis-
sion and Air Force recruiting standards. 

F-35A Lightning II Demonstration Team
As members of the first operational 

combat F-35A wing, the 388th Fighter 
Wing, the F-35A Lightning II Demon-
stration Team at Hill AFB, Utah, seeks 
to highlight the unique aerial capabili-
ties of the Air Force’s newest 5th genera-
tion multi-role stealth fighter. The team 
also showcases the past and present of 
our service by flying with World War II, 
Korean, and Vietnam War-era aircraft 
during formation Heritage Flights.

The primary mission of the 388th 
Fighter Wing is to rapidly employ com-
bat power with the F-35A Lightning II 
aircraft worldwide in support of the na-
tional defense. There are approximately 
2,000 airmen and civilian professionals 
assigned to the 388th FW. 

featured demonstratIons

A-10c Thunderbolt II demo team

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff SGT. Jacob Stephens

The A-10C Thunderbolt II is the Air 
Force’s premier close air support air-
craft, providing invaluable protection 
to troops on the ground. The Air Combat 
Command A-10 Demonstration Team, 
stationed out of Davis-Monthan Air 
Force Base, Arizona, brings the aircraft 
to air shows around the country to show-
case the unique combat capabilities of 
the A-10 “Warthog.”

They perform precision aerial maneu-
vers while highlighting the mission and 
professionalism of the men and women 
of the United States Air Force. Addition-
ally, the team brings attention to the air 
force’s proud history by flying formations 
with historical aircraft in the Air Force 
Heritage Flight. 

U.S. Air Force Capt. Lindsay “MAD” 
Johnson was certified as the new A-10C 
Thunderbolt II Demonstration Team 
pilot on March 3, 2023. Johnson takes 
Maj. Haden “Gator” Fullam’s place as 
the commander and pilot of the A-10 
Demonstration Team.

The A-10 Demo Team originally con-
sisted of two East and West counterparts 
before both were deactivated in 2011. 
The A-10 flew in heritage flight forma-
tions in 2012 and 2017 before reacti-
vating as a single-ship demonstration 
in 2018. 

The 10-member team consists of one pi-
lot, a superintendent, a noncommissioned 
officer in-charge, three crew chiefs, an 

avionics systems specialist, an electrical 
and environmental technician, an engine 
specialist, and a public affairs specialist. 

The A-10 Thunderbolt II is the first 
Air Force aircraft specially designed for 
close air support of ground forces. They 
are simple, effective and survivable 
twin-engine jet aircraft that can be used 
against light maritime attack aircraft 
and all ground targets, including tanks 
and other armored vehicles.

The A-10 offers excellent maneuver-
ability at low airspeeds and altitude 
while maintaining a highly accurate 
weapons-delivery platform. They can loi-
ter near battle areas for extended periods 
of time, are capable of austere landings 
and operate under 1,000-foot ceilings 
with 1.5-mile visibility. 
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PRIDE IN THE SKY 

U.S. Air Force by Tech. Sgt. Carlton Creary
The United States Air Force Demonstration Squadron “Thunderbirds” perform at 
the Southern California Air Show 2023 at March Air Reserve Base. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Breanna Klemm
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The United States Air Force Air Demon-
stration Team “Thunderbirds” perform at 
the California Capital. 
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Staff Sgt. Breanna Klemm

LEFT: The United States Air Force Air 
Demonstration Team “Thunderbirds” 
perform at the California Capitol 
Airshow, California, Sept. 16-17, 2023. 

The United States 
Air Force Air Dem-
onstration Team 
“Thunderbirds” 
perform at the Cal-
ifornia Capital Air-
show, California, 
Sept. 16-17, 2023. 
The Thunderbirds 
fly at numerous air 
shows each year.

The U.S. Air Force Aerial Demonstration 
Squadron, The Thunderbirds, perform for 
people all around the world to display the 
pride, precision, and professionalism of 
the U.S. Air Force. Through air shows and 
flyovers, they aim to excite and inspire. 
In addition to showcasing the elite skills 
all pilots must possess, the Thunderbirds 
demonstrate the incredible capabilities of 
the Air Force’s premier multi-role fighter 
jet, the F-16 Fighting Falcon.

The demonstration is a mix of six air-
craft performing formation flying and solo 
routines. The four-ship Diamond formation 
showcases the precision and training of U.S. 
Air Force pilots, as well as the gracefulness 
of the F-16. The two solos display the power 

and maximum capabilities of the mighty 
F-16 Fighting Falcon, a frontline fighter.

The squadron exhibits the professional
qualities the Air Force develops in the people 
who fly, maintain, and support these aircraft.

The Thunderbirds squadron is an Air 
Combat Command unit composed of eight 
pilots (including six demonstration pilots), 
four support officers, three civilians and 
more than 130 enlisted personnel perform-
ing in 25 career fields.

The pilots perform approximately 30 
maneuvers in a demonstration. The entire 
show, including ground and air, runs about 
an hour and 15 minutes. The season lasts 
from March to November, with the winter 
months used to train new members.

Officers serve a two-year assignment with 
the squadron, while enlisted personnel serve 
three to four. Replacements must be trained 
for about half of the team each year, provid-
ing a constant mix of experience.

The squadron performs approximately 
75 demonstrations each year and has never 
canceled a demonstration due to maintenance 
difficulty. More than 300 million people in all 
50 states and 58 foreign countries have seen 
the red, white, and blue jets in more than 
4,000 aerial demonstrations.

Over the years, millions of people have 
witnessed the Thunderbird demonstrations. 
In turn, they’ve seen the pride, professional-
ism, and dedication of hundreds of thousands 

of Airmen serving at home and abroad. Each 
year brings another opportunity for the team 
to represent those who deserve the most 
credit: the everyday, hard-working Airmen 
voluntarily serving America and defending 
freedom.

LOVE 
THE SOUND
OF FREEDOM

LOVE 
THE SOUND
OF FREEDOM

15350 W McDowell Rd. Goodyear, Az 85395
w w w . o s b o r n e j e w e l e r s i n c . c o m

623-925-1815
*SOME ITEMS MAY BE SUBJECT TO SPECIAL ORDER.
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MILITARY STATIC DISPLAYS* 

AIR FORCE F-35A
AIR FORCE F-16
AIR FORCE F-15E STRIKE EAGLE
AIR FORCE C-5 SUPERGALAXY 
KC-135 STRATOTANKER
T-38 TALON
TEXAN II T-6
AIR FORCE HH-60W
AH-1 COBRA
UH-1 HUEY
MV-22 (MARINE CORPS)
MH-60
NASA F-18
NASA T-34
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C-17 Globemaster III
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The C-17 Globemaster III is the most flexible cargo 
aircraft to enter the airlift force. The C-17 is capable of 
rapid strategic delivery of troops and all types of cargo 
to main operating bases or directly to forward bases in 
the deployment area. The aircraft can perform tactical 
airlift and airdrop missions and can transport litters and 
ambulatory patients during aeromedical evacuations. 
The inherent flexibility and performance of the C-17 force 
improve the ability of the total airlift system to fulfill 
the United States’ worldwide air mobility requirements.

The C-17 is operated by Air Mobility Command from 
Travis AFB, California; Dover AFB, Delaware. Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, Washington; Joint Base Charleston, South Carolina; and Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey.

KC-135 Stratotanker
Mission 

The KC-135 Stratotanker provides the 
core aerial refueling capability for the 
United States Air Force and has excelled 
in this role for more than 60 years. This 
unique asset enhances the Air Force’s 
capability to accomplish its primary mis-
sion of global reach. It also provides aerial 
refueling support to Air Force, Navy, Ma-
rine Corps and allied nation aircraft. The 
KC-135 is also capable of transporting 
litter and ambulatory patients using pa-
tient support pallets during aeromedical 
evacuations.

Features
Four turbofans, mounted under 35-de-

gree swept wings, power the KC-135 to 
takeoffs at gross weights of up to 322,500 
pounds. A cargo deck above the refueling 
system can hold a mixed load of passen-
gers and cargo. Depending on fuel storage 
configuration, the KC-135 can carry up to 
83,000 pounds of cargo.

Nearly all internal fuel can be pumped 
through the flying boom, the KC-135’s 
primary fuel transfer method. One crew-
member, known as the boom operator, 
is stationed in the rear of the plane and 
controls the boom during in-flight air 
refueling.

A special shuttlecock-shaped drogue 
attached to and trailing behind the flying 
boom may be used to refuel aircraft fit-
ted with probes. Some aircraft have been 

configured with the multipoint refueling 
system, which consists of special pods 
mounted on the wingtips. These KC-135s 
can refuel two receiver aircraft at the 
same time.

Background
Air Mobility Command manages an 

inventory of 396 Stratotankers, of which 
the Air Force Reserve and Air National 
Guard fly 243 aircraft in support of AMC’s 
mission.

The Boeing Company’s model 367-80 was 
the basic design for the commercial 707 
passenger plane as well as the KC-135A 
Stratotanker. In 1954, the Air Force pur-
chased the first 29 of its future 732-plane 
fleet. The first aircraft flew in August 1956 
and the initial production Stratotanker 
was delivered to Castle Air Force Base, 
California, in June 1957. The last KC-135 
was delivered to the Air Force in 1965.

Courtesy photo
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Contact us today to
JOIN THE FUN!

602-688-9862
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SERVING ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES IN ARIZONA!

THE ASCEND ACADEMY 
DIFFERENCE:

We are a boutique program catering to 
higher functioning non-violent adults with 
special needs. We have a FULL daily 
schedule that consists of many outings, 
volunteer opportunities, science, arts and 
crafts, exercise programs, life skills, 
gardening, games, teaching, team 
leadership and socializations. Our goal is 
building friendships and becoming part of 
an extended family. 

OUR DAY PROGRAM & SERVICES
• Arts & Crafts
• Life Skills Coaching
• Music / Singing
• Acting / Plays / Theatre
• Job Training
• Cooking
• Social Skills Coaching

• Exercise
• Story Time
• Meditation
• Sensory Support
• Writing
• Field Trips
• Family Events

• Golf & Physical 
Education Programs

• Transportation
• Quiet Room
• Community Service
• Gardening
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Ed Hamill – Folds of Honor Biplane
With 30 years of flying experience in the U.S. Air Force, 

years spent as a sky dance performer, and participat-
ing in competitions and airshows alike, Ed Hamill has 
performed all across North America for over 45 million 
people. He is bringing that experience to Luke Days to 
provide an aerial acrobatics show like none other in the 
Folds of Honor Biplane. Folds of Honor is a nonprofit 
dedicated to providing life-changing scholarships to 
the spouses and children of America’s fallen or disabled 
military and first responders.

For additional information regarding parking, entry 
procedures, static displays, military aerial perfor-
mances, and a list of prohibited items visit https://www.
lukedays2024.com. Gates open at 9 a.m. and the aerial 
performances start at 11 a.m.

Photo by Michael Clark 
Jon DeVore and Luke Aikins jump from the skids of a 
Red Bull helicopter, flown by Felix Baumgartner, with 
Kirby Chambliss flying a stunt plane just below the 
heli while practicing maneuvers near Eloy, Arizona.

Photo by Trevor Griffis
Ghost Writer Airshows

Courtesy photo
Ace Maker Aviation

Courtesy photo
Mini Jet Airshows 

Courtesy photo
Ed Hamill – Folds of Honor Biplane

civilian actS ReaDy to enteRtain!
By Senior Airman  
ELIAS CARRERo

The Luke Days 2024 air show will take place March 
23-24, showcasing a wide variety of aerial performers 
ready to entertain the Southwest. Listed here are just a 
few acts scheduled to soar the skies during the event. For 
more information on what to expect during Luke Days, 
visit https://www.lukedays2024.com.

Team Red Bull
The Red Bull Air Force is known for pushing the 

boundaries of flight and making the impossible possible 
— whether in a plane, a helicopter, or with their own 
bodies via skydiving or wingsuit flying. Expect a thrilling 
and high energy show full of adrenaline filled stunts and 
acrobatics fitting the Red Bull brand.

Ghost Writer Airshows
Originally designed as a trainer for the Royal Cana-

dian Air Force, Ghost Writer Airshows’ 1956 deHavil-
land Chipmunk has been specially modified for airshow 
aerobatics and skywriting. Pilot Nathan K. Hammond 
has logged more than 8,000 hours of flight time since 
earning his license at 17 years old. Hammond has led 
captivating performances since 2016. Full of smoke noise 
and action, Ghost Writer’s routine features loops, rolls 
and verticals, held tightly in front of the crowd that are 
sure to enthrall any audience.

Ace Maker Aviation
Pilot Robert “Scratch: Mitchell joined the Ace Maker 

team in 2018 as a third-generation fighter pilot who 
formerly flew with the Royal Canadian Air Force’s Snow-
birds air demonstration team. He will be bringing his 
wealth of experience from both in and outside the RCAF 
to showcase the maximum performance and graceful 
beauty of the Shooting Star, America’s first operational 
fighter jet and trainer in Ace Maker’s Solo T-33 Aerobatic 
Demonstration.

Mini Jet Airshows
The lifelong dream of pilot 

Tom “Lark” Larkin, Mini 
Jet Airshows features full 
aerobatic routines in small 
spaces with the JSX003 
SubSonex Jet . Having 
watched the BD-5J perform 
as a child at a local airshow, 
and then later becoming a 
fighter pilot, airline pilot, 
and aerobatic pilot; it was 
always Lark’s dream to 
do airshows in a “mini” 
jet. During the show, Lark 
performs a cross section of 
maneuvers that he routinely 
used while instructing, and 
flying fighters in the U.S. 
Air Force.
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• Arizona State University
• Captain Mama
• Detachment 9 – Training device

creation to support world class
training of F-35 and F-16 pilots

• DDR / DEA

• 56th Fighter Wing F-35A
• FBI
• Fighter Country Innovation Team
• Honeywell Aerospace
• InData Consulting
• NASA

• Meta PCs
• Phoenix Raceway
• Sci Tech Institute
• Stantec
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
• United Aviate Academy

• Urban Farming Education
• West-MEC
• Young Eagles – Experimental

Aircraft Association

stem CIty
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It’s always been
easier for me to 
help others

As a Veteran, when someone raises their hand for help, you’re often one of the first ones to 

respond. But it’s also okay to get help for yourself. Maybe you want or need assistance with 

employment, stress, finances, mental health or finding the right resources. No matter what it 

is, you earned it. And there’s no better time than right now to ask for it. Don’t wait. Reach out.

Find resources at VA.GOV/REACH

than to 
help myself



PCS: Permanent Change of Station
May through August is “PCS Season” for the military.  Military members 
and their families prepare to make a new home, wherever they are sent.

How can your business serve military families who are moving to your area? 
By advertising in Aerotech News’ special PCS guide, you will be well-placed to attract new customers as they arrive in 
our community. We offer our advertisers a targeted, employed readership due to our distribution agreements with military 
installations and defense industry contractors.  You will also have access to thousands of readers who follow us online.

Phone: (661) 945-5634 • Toll Free: (877) 247-9288 www.aerotechnews.com 
www.thinkmilitaryads.com • www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview/

Home is Where We’re Sent

New arrivals are typically in need of:
• Housing - Where to live (especially if base housing is in short supply)?
• Education - Charter or private school options for children, higher education for adults
• Food/ Entertainment - What are options for eating out, recreation and socializing?
• Transportation - Who has military financing for vehicle purchase or leasing?
• Worship - Where are the local churches, synagogues, etc?
• Specialized medical and dental care - What providers are available in the community to supplement on-base services?
• Pre-school and child care - Who can be trusted to care for children of dual-income families?
• Goods and services - Where are the best places to go for furniture and home goods, car repair, and specialty goods and services?
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Michelle Gonzales Schmidt
Realtor, Military Relocation Professional
408-858-6027
MichelleSchmidt@westusa.com 
www.michelle4military.us

OPEN HOUSE • LUKE RANCH ESTATES 
Sunday, March 24th 13:00-16:00 • ASSUMABLE VA RATE 3.75%

13621 W. Tuckey Ct, Glendale • 3921 sq ft • 5 bed • den • 3 full/2 half baths • 3 car garage • RV gate • Pool

OPEN HOUSE • ESTRELLA MOUNTAIN RANCH 
Thursday, March 28th 18:00-20:00 • ASSUMABLE VA RATE 3.25%

12966 S. 183rd Ave, Goodyear • 2917 sq ft • 4 bed • 2 dens • 3.5 bath • 4 car garage • heated jetted pool • Solar


