
Story by Kimberly Hackbarth

Fort Irwin Public A�airs O�ce
FORT IRWIN, California — 

Jake Gyllenhaal and Dar Salim, the 
stars of the upcoming �lm Guy 
Ritchie’s �e Covenant, visited here, 
April 14, with the United Services 
Organizations (USO).

Gyllenhaal and Salim �ew by 
UH-60 Black Hawk to Fort Irwin 
and received a brief by the chief 
of sta� and operations chief for 
the National Training Center, met 
with Soldiers from the installation 
and the rotational unit before in-
troducing the �lm before a screen-
ing at the post theater.

In the �lm, Gyllenhaal plays 
an Army sergeant who is saved 
by Salim’s character, an Afghan 
interpreter. Gyllenhaal’s character 
later returns to Afghanistan when 
he learns Salim’s character is being 
hunted by the Taliban.

“I think that this movie, �rst 
and foremost, is an action movie 
full of entertainment, but at the 
heart of it is a story about what 
we do for each other,” Gyllenhaal 
said. “Our ethos is no one left 
behind, and I think sometimes in 
our world there’s so much media 

and so much information coming 
at us that certain stories and things 
come out of the limelight and to 
shed a little bit of light again on the 
story and the idea of it is a really 
important thing.”

Salim said he agreed that the 
story was important to tell.

“We always hear about the 
things that divide us just because 
it’s more interesting to write about 
or talk about in the media, but I 
feel that I love this movie because 
it’s just about unlikely friendship, 
it’s about brotherhood, it’s about 
taking care of the guy next to 
you despite how dangerous the 
situation is,” Salim said. “It’s about 
making the right choices when it’s 
most di�cult to make the right 
choices.”

Before premiering the film, 
Gyllenhaal and Salim spent time 
with Fort Irwin Soldiers and 
families around the installation, 
including Chief Warrant O�cer 2 
Brandon Elliott, pilot in command 
with Company A “Desert Hawks”, 
2916th Aviation Battalion, 916th 
Support Brigade, who �ew Gyl-
lenhaal and Salim to Fort Irwin.
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FORT IRWIN, California — Soldiers from Na-
tional Training Center and Fort Irwin participated in the 
installation’s Best Warrior Competition and Best Squad 
Competition April 10-12, here.

�roughout the competition, Soldiers completed the 
Army Combat Fitness Test, warrior tasks and battle drills, 
day and night land navigation, a 12-mile foot march, an 
obstacle course, a range stress shoot, a written test, and a 
knowledge board.

At the end of the competition, 2nd Lt. Ethan Baker, 
a transportation o�cer with 1916th Support Battalion, 
916th Support Brigade, won best o�cer, Sgt. Robert 
Navarro, a cavalry scout with Dragon Team, Operations 
Group, won best noncommissioned o�cer, and Spc. 
Lucas McEachran, a chemical, biological, radiological, 
and nuclear specialist with 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment, won best Soldier, and a team from 
Operations Group won best squad.

Baker, a Chester, Virginia, native, joined the Army 
National Guard in 2017 and has been active duty for the 
last 10 months.

Participating in competitions that showcase Soldier 

skills are part of the reason Baker joined the Army, he said.
“I wanted to compete because I enjoy taking on the 

individual physical challenges in the Army,” Baker said. 
“While I’m still young and new to it, I want to get out 
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Fort Irwin names 
Best Warriors, Squad

U.S. Army photo by Jack J. Adamyk
Sgt. Luis Lamarque (right), an infantryman with K Troop, 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, grades 
Sgt. Carlos Ramirez, unit supply specialist with Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1916th Support 
Battalion, 916th Support Brigade, on his ability to �nd a reverse azimuth during the Best Warrior Competition on 
Fort Irwin, California, April 10, 2023. 

U.S. Army photo by Jack J. Adamyk
Capt. Mathew Lanter (Left), distribution company 
trainer with Goldminer Company, Operations Group, 
disassembles an M4 carbine as Spc. Nico Espitia, 
an infantryman, with F Troop, 2nd Squadron, 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment, grades during the Best 
Warrior Competition on Fort Irwin, California, April 10, 
2023. 

‘Guy Ritchie’s The 
Covenant’ stars 
visit Fort Irwin

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Jake Gyllenhaal and Dar Salim, stars of the �lm Guy Ritchie’s The 
Covenant, receive a safety brief from the �ight crew from 2916th 
Aviation Battalion, 916th Support Brigade, before boarding a UH-60 
Black Hawk in Burbank, California, April 14, 2023. Gyllenhaal and 
Salim visited Fort Irwin and met with Soldiers and family members. 
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“�ey were both very welcoming and 
took their time interacting with us,” Elliott 
said. “�ey seemed truly excited to be there 
for the visit and to meet everyone on Fort 
Irwin.”

Gyllenhaal expressed gratitude toward 
the Fort Irwin community following his 
visit.

“From the moment we were greeted 
by everyone at the airport in Los Angeles, 
everybody has been not only professional 
but good humored,” Gyllenhaal said. “I was 
really impressed with all the systems here 
and all of the incredible skill on hand and 
on display.”

Gyllenhaal and Salim learned about the 
mission of Fort Irwin and the NTC and saw 
Ujen, one of the mock cities in the training 
area, known as “the box”.

“Everyone’s been so generous and so 
warm and welcoming, and the sheer size and 
scale of this place is just very, very impres-

sive,” Salim said. “I never imagined that a 
training facility of this size and with these 
opportunities for training even existed in the 
world so that was very educational to see.”

The opportunity to meet people and 
learn about their stories is one of the biggest 
takeaways for Gyllenhaal from making the 
�lm and visit Fort Irwin, he said.

“I think one of the incredible things 
about the work that we do is you get to meet 
people you would never have expected to, 
not only in our research and our work for the 
roles we play, but also in sharing our movie 
and publicizing it,” Gyllenhaal said. “I just 
feel so grateful for my work because I don’t 
know if I would have been able to come to 
Fort Irwin in this way if I didn’t do what I 
do and it’s just such an honor to be here.”

For Salim, the experience of creating the 
�lm and making a living as an actor is a 
“privilege,” he said.

“Working with one of the best directors 

in the world, sitting next to Jake today that 
I worked with and I can call a friend … it’s 
just been such a learning experience and an 
honor for me and that the movie also has 
such a strong message and a warm heart and 
that brings us together here today is just a 
big experience in life that I’m very thankful 
to have gotten,” Salim said.

Elliott, a Pleasant Hill, California, native, 
said he appreciated the USO bringing Gyl-
lenhaal and Salim to Fort Irwin for the visit.

“We enjoyed getting to see their movie, 
especially since it wasn’t released yet,” Elliott 
said. “Seeing a movie before it’s even out was 
such a unique experience that we wouldn’t 
have gotten to have without the USO, Fort 
Irwin and the Desert Hawks bringing them 
out!”

Guy Ritchie’s �e Covenant hits theaters 
April 21.

 Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Jake Gyllenhaal and Dar Salim, stars of the �lm Guy Ritchie’s The 
Covenant, pose for a photograph with Chief Warrant O�cer 
2 Brandon Elliott (third from right) and his �ight crew with 
Company A “Desert Hawks”, 2916th Aviation Battalion, 916th 
Support Brigade, in Burbank, California, April 14, 2023. Elliott, a 
pilot in command and Pleasant Hill, California native, and his 
team �ew Gyllenhaal and Salim to Fort Irwin where they screened 
their upcoming movie for the Fort Irwin.

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Jake Gyllenhaal and Dar Salim, stars of the �lm Guy Ritchie’s 
The Covenant, pose for a photograph with Soldiers on Fort 
Irwin, California, April 14, 2023. Gyllenhaal and Salim visited 
with Soldiers out in the training area while learning about the 
installation’s mission. 

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Jake Gyllenhaal and Dar Salim, stars of the �lm Guy Ritchie’s The 
Covenant, pose for a photograph with rotational Soldiers on Fort 
Irwin, California, April 14, 2023. 

Photo by Jack J. Adamyk
Jake Gyllenhaal and Dar Salim, stars of the �lm “Guy Ritchie’s 
The Covenant”, pose for a photograph with the audience at the 
Fort Irwin post theater prior to the screening of the �lm on Fort 
Irwin, California, April 14, 2023. 
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FORT IRWIN, California — Leaders 
from the National Training Center and Fort 
Irwin recognized volunteers from the commu-
nity April 19, during a ceremony, here.

Brig. Gen. Curt Taylor, commanding gen-
eral of the National Training Center and Fort 
Irwin, thanked the units and volunteers.

“�ank you for coming and celebrating the 
incredible work that happens in your organiza-
tion every day that is essential to readiness and 
community spirit,” Taylor said. “�ere are a lot 
of things that happen in units all the time that 
turn our units into a family that we absolutely 
couldn’t do without our great volunteers.”

Each unit recognized a volunteer of the 
year for their contributions to the Fort Irwin 
community.

Heather Carr, spouse of Roy Carr, a pla-
toon sergeant with 11th Armored Cavalry 

Regiment, earned the title of National Training 
Center’s volunteer of the year.

“I choose to volunteer because it makes my 
heart happy to be able to give back,” Carr said. 
“I’m a people pleaser by nature and making 
people happy and giving back to the commu-
nity is one of the ways that I can �ll my own 
bucket in healthy way.”

Carr volunteers with Team Red, White and 
Blue, a nonpro�t organization that brings vet-
erans and their communities together through 
physical and social activities, with the Military 
and Civilian Spouses’ Club of Fort Irwin, and 
“everything in between,” she said.

“I have made so many di�erent friends 
and connections and I have learned so much 
from … everybody that I’ve come in contact 
with and been able to grow with them, with 
the community and they just encourage me 
to keep going,” Carr said. “You make and 
build relationships and you come into contact 

Community
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there and experience it, so I think that drove a lot of my deci-
sion [to compete].”

McEachran previously competed in competitions at his 
unit, which motivated him to compete at the installation 
level, he said.

“I wanted to compete because I was given the opportunity 
with Soldier of the Month in January and Regimental Best 
Warrior last month and I realized I’m capable of doing more 
than I thought,” the Clovis, California, native said.

His experience with competitions at the regimental level 
helped him, especially with the knowledge board, McEachran 
said.

“I really messed up and instead of letting it get to me, I let it 
shape me,” McEachran said. “I took the criticism I was given, 
so I could go to the regiment level and excel and then come to 
NTC and continue on.”

Navarro said he wanted to compete to set the example for 
his Soldiers.

Navarro’s team also won Best Squad for the installation.
“Honestly, I didn’t think I had it in the bag,” Navarro, a 

Madera, California, native said about his win.
�e competitors faced many challenges throughout the 

competition.
“�e most challenging part for me was coming out of the 

obstacle course because we went through the 12-mile ruck 
straight into the obstacle course essentially and then the heat 
of the day and the fact that we’d only slept for a few hours the 
night prior for the night land [navigation], that was the hardest 
part to me,” Baker said.

McEachran said going through the events with the other 
Soldiers was one of the best parts of the competition.

“I know we’re competing against each other, but … we’re 
more than just competitors and we’re more than just Soldiers 
at the end of the day,” McEachran said.

Following the competition, the installation command 
sergeant major announced the winners at an award ceremony 
on April 12.

Navarro said he was ecstatic to win.
“I didn’t think I was going to win,” Navarro said. “It felt 

great, I felt like I accomplished something.”
Navarro and his squad will represent the installation at the 

Best Squad Competition at Fort Campbell.

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Second Lt. Ethan Baker (right), a transportation o�cer with 
916th Support Brigade, receives an award from Command 
Sgt. Maj. Brian Haydt (left), the command sergeant major 
of National Training Center, for taking �rst place for o�cers 
in the National Training Center and Fort Irwin’s Best Warrior 
Competition at Fort Irwin, California, April 12, 2023. 

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Sgt. Robert Navarro (right), a cavalry scout with Dragon 
Team, Operations Group, receives an award from Command 
Sgt. Maj. Brian Haydt (left), the command sergeant major 
of National Training Center, for taking �rst place for 
noncommissioned o�cers in the National Training Center 
and Fort Irwin’s Best Warrior Competition at Fort Irwin, 
California, April 12, 2023. 

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Spc. Lucas McEachran, a chemical, biological, 
radiological, and nuclear specialist with Headquarters 
and Headquarters Troop, 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment, receives an award from Command Sgt. 
Maj. Brian Haydt (left), the command sergeant major of 
National Training Center, for taking �rst place for junior 
enlisted Soldiers in the National Training Center and Fort 
Irwin’s Best Warrior Competition at Fort Irwin, California, 
April 12, 2023. 

 Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Second Lt. Ethan Baker, a transportation o�cer with 916th 
Support Brigade, reports to the president of the board, 
Command Sgt. Maj. Brian Haydt, the command sergeant 
major of National Training Center, during the National 
Training Center and Fort Irwin’s Best Warrior Competition at 
Fort Irwin, California, April 12, 2023. Baker, a Chester, Virginia, 
native, won best o�cer in the competition.

NTC, Fort Irwin volunteers recognized at ceremony

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Heather Carr (center) receives the National Training Center Volunteer of the Year award 
from Brig. Gen. Curt Taylor (right), the commanding general of NTC and Fort Irwin, and 
Command Sgt. Maj. Brian Haydt (left), the command sergeant major of NTC, during a 
volunteer recognition ceremony at Epicenter April 19, 2023. 
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“�ey were both very welcoming and 
took their time interacting with us,” Elliott 
said. “�ey seemed truly excited to be there 
for the visit and to meet everyone on Fort 
Irwin.”

Gyllenhaal expressed gratitude toward 
the Fort Irwin community following his 
visit.

“From the moment we were greeted 
by everyone at the airport in Los Angeles, 
everybody has been not only professional 
but good humored,” Gyllenhaal said. “I was 
really impressed with all the systems here 
and all of the incredible skill on hand and 
on display.”

Gyllenhaal and Salim learned about the 
mission of Fort Irwin and the NTC and saw 
Ujen, one of the mock cities in the training 
area, known as “the box”.

“Everyone’s been so generous and so 
warm and welcoming, and the sheer size and 
scale of this place is just very, very impres-

sive,” Salim said. “I never imagined that a 
training facility of this size and with these 
opportunities for training even existed in the 
world so that was very educational to see.”

The opportunity to meet people and 
learn about their stories is one of the biggest 
takeaways for Gyllenhaal from making the 
�lm and visit Fort Irwin, he said.

“I think one of the incredible things 
about the work that we do is you get to meet 
people you would never have expected to, 
not only in our research and our work for the 
roles we play, but also in sharing our movie 
and publicizing it,” Gyllenhaal said. “I just 
feel so grateful for my work because I don’t 
know if I would have been able to come to 
Fort Irwin in this way if I didn’t do what I 
do and it’s just such an honor to be here.”

For Salim, the experience of creating the 
�lm and making a living as an actor is a 
“privilege,” he said.

“Working with one of the best directors 

in the world, sitting next to Jake today that 
I worked with and I can call a friend … it’s 
just been such a learning experience and an 
honor for me and that the movie also has 
such a strong message and a warm heart and 
that brings us together here today is just a 
big experience in life that I’m very thankful 
to have gotten,” Salim said.

Elliott, a Pleasant Hill, California, native, 
said he appreciated the USO bringing Gyl-
lenhaal and Salim to Fort Irwin for the visit.

“We enjoyed getting to see their movie, 
especially since it wasn’t released yet,” Elliott 
said. “Seeing a movie before it’s even out was 
such a unique experience that we wouldn’t 
have gotten to have without the USO, Fort 
Irwin and the Desert Hawks bringing them 
out!”

Guy Ritchie’s �e Covenant hits theaters 
April 21.

 Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Jake Gyllenhaal and Dar Salim, stars of the �lm Guy Ritchie’s The 
Covenant, pose for a photograph with Chief Warrant O�cer 
2 Brandon Elliott (third from right) and his �ight crew with 
Company A “Desert Hawks”, 2916th Aviation Battalion, 916th 
Support Brigade, in Burbank, California, April 14, 2023. Elliott, a 
pilot in command and Pleasant Hill, California native, and his 
team �ew Gyllenhaal and Salim to Fort Irwin where they screened 
their upcoming movie for the Fort Irwin.

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Jake Gyllenhaal and Dar Salim, stars of the �lm Guy Ritchie’s 
The Covenant, pose for a photograph with Soldiers on Fort 
Irwin, California, April 14, 2023. Gyllenhaal and Salim visited 
with Soldiers out in the training area while learning about the 
installation’s mission. 

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Jake Gyllenhaal and Dar Salim, stars of the �lm Guy Ritchie’s The 
Covenant, pose for a photograph with rotational Soldiers on Fort 
Irwin, California, April 14, 2023. 

Photo by Jack J. Adamyk
Jake Gyllenhaal and Dar Salim, stars of the �lm “Guy Ritchie’s 
The Covenant”, pose for a photograph with the audience at the 
Fort Irwin post theater prior to the screening of the �lm on Fort 
Irwin, California, April 14, 2023. 
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Story by Kimberly Hackbarth

Fort Irwin Public A�airs O�ce

FORT IRWIN, California — Leaders 
from the National Training Center and Fort 
Irwin recognized volunteers from the commu-
nity April 19, during a ceremony, here.

Brig. Gen. Curt Taylor, commanding gen-
eral of the National Training Center and Fort 
Irwin, thanked the units and volunteers.

“�ank you for coming and celebrating the 
incredible work that happens in your organiza-
tion every day that is essential to readiness and 
community spirit,” Taylor said. “�ere are a lot 
of things that happen in units all the time that 
turn our units into a family that we absolutely 
couldn’t do without our great volunteers.”

Each unit recognized a volunteer of the 
year for their contributions to the Fort Irwin 
community.

Heather Carr, spouse of Roy Carr, a pla-
toon sergeant with 11th Armored Cavalry 

Regiment, earned the title of National Training 
Center’s volunteer of the year.

“I choose to volunteer because it makes my 
heart happy to be able to give back,” Carr said. 
“I’m a people pleaser by nature and making 
people happy and giving back to the commu-
nity is one of the ways that I can �ll my own 
bucket in healthy way.”

Carr volunteers with Team Red, White and 
Blue, a nonpro�t organization that brings vet-
erans and their communities together through 
physical and social activities, with the Military 
and Civilian Spouses’ Club of Fort Irwin, and 
“everything in between,” she said.

“I have made so many di�erent friends 
and connections and I have learned so much 
from … everybody that I’ve come in contact 
with and been able to grow with them, with 
the community and they just encourage me 
to keep going,” Carr said. “You make and 
build relationships and you come into contact 

Community
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there and experience it, so I think that drove a lot of my deci-
sion [to compete].”

McEachran previously competed in competitions at his 
unit, which motivated him to compete at the installation 
level, he said.

“I wanted to compete because I was given the opportunity 
with Soldier of the Month in January and Regimental Best 
Warrior last month and I realized I’m capable of doing more 
than I thought,” the Clovis, California, native said.

His experience with competitions at the regimental level 
helped him, especially with the knowledge board, McEachran 
said.

“I really messed up and instead of letting it get to me, I let it 
shape me,” McEachran said. “I took the criticism I was given, 
so I could go to the regiment level and excel and then come to 
NTC and continue on.”

Navarro said he wanted to compete to set the example for 
his Soldiers.

Navarro’s team also won Best Squad for the installation.
“Honestly, I didn’t think I had it in the bag,” Navarro, a 

Madera, California, native said about his win.
�e competitors faced many challenges throughout the 

competition.
“�e most challenging part for me was coming out of the 

obstacle course because we went through the 12-mile ruck 
straight into the obstacle course essentially and then the heat 
of the day and the fact that we’d only slept for a few hours the 
night prior for the night land [navigation], that was the hardest 
part to me,” Baker said.

McEachran said going through the events with the other 
Soldiers was one of the best parts of the competition.

“I know we’re competing against each other, but … we’re 
more than just competitors and we’re more than just Soldiers 
at the end of the day,” McEachran said.

Following the competition, the installation command 
sergeant major announced the winners at an award ceremony 
on April 12.

Navarro said he was ecstatic to win.
“I didn’t think I was going to win,” Navarro said. “It felt 

great, I felt like I accomplished something.”
Navarro and his squad will represent the installation at the 

Best Squad Competition at Fort Campbell.

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Second Lt. Ethan Baker (right), a transportation o�cer with 
916th Support Brigade, receives an award from Command 
Sgt. Maj. Brian Haydt (left), the command sergeant major 
of National Training Center, for taking �rst place for o�cers 
in the National Training Center and Fort Irwin’s Best Warrior 
Competition at Fort Irwin, California, April 12, 2023. 

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
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Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
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Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
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Fort Irwin celebrates Month of the Military Child
Story and Photos by Renita Wickes

Fort Irwin, California

�e National Training Center and Fort Irwin, California, 
hosted its annual Spring Fling event to celebrate Month of the 
Military Child April 9, 2023.

Since the creation of Month of the Military Child in the 
mid-1980s, every April the Department of Defense joins 
national, state and local government, schools, military serving 
organizations, companies and private citizens in celebrating 
military children and the sacri�ces they make.

Lisa Fuga, the special events coordinator with Fort Irwin’s 
Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation, 
coordinated the event along with other departments from the 
organization.

According to Fuga, more than 5,000 Soldiers and family 
members attended the celebration.

Twenty informational booths and 18 home-based businesses 
and vendors lined Army Field, providing food, goodie bags and 
useful information about water conservation, recycling, and 
other Fort Irwin programs.

�e Villages of Fort Irwin provided carnival rides, a fun-
house and six midway style booths with carnival games for 
all ages.

“We were so thrilled to be a part of the event again this year,” 
said Cherry Langston, marketing manager at �e Villages of 
Fort Irwin. “Seeing all our friends, colleagues and residents 
smiling and having a great time brings us all closer together.”

�e Los Angeles Rams also participated in the event by 
bringing out their in�atables and sta� members from the team, 
including Mo Streety, the head of football development.

“We enjoy any opportunity we get to engage our youth and 
especially our military kids,” Streety said.

Soldiers with Fort Irwin’s Better Opportunity for Single 
Soldiers ran a dunk tank where senior leaders across the instal-

lation volunteered to get dunked, including Col. Jason Clarke, 
garrison commander of Fort Irwin.

“�is year’s month of the military child celebration was one 
of the largest events I think Fort Irwin has had since COVID,” 
said Clarke. “Our kids are an important part of our community 
and we wanted to ensure they had the best time possible.”

As the father of four girls, Clarke said he knows �rsthand 
the sacri�ces our military children make.

“I think we can all agree, we can never do enough to en-
sure our children feel valued,” Clarke said. “I want to thank 
DFMWR and our partners for making this a special event for 
our children and the entire community.”

�is year’s event was sponsored by �e Villages at Fort Irwin, 
the National Training Center chapter of the Association of the 
U.S. Army, United Services Automobile Association, Military 
& Civilian Spouses’ Club of Fort Irwin, Support the Enlisted 
Project, L.A. RAMS, Salamasina & Co., Humble Homes, 
High Desert.

Army photograph by Renita Wickes
Sta� from Shuttleworth Dental Clinic share information 
with the Fort Irwin community April 8, 2023, during a 
Month of the Military Child celebration on Fort Irwin. 

Army photograph by Renita Wickes
Members of the Fort Irwin community gather for a Spring 
Fling celebrating Month of the Military Child April 8, 2023, 
at Fort Irwin. 

Army photographs by Renita Wickes
Members of the Fort Irwin community gather for a Spring Fling celebrating Month of the Military Child April 8, 2023, at Fort Irwin, California.
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with people you would’ve never thought you 
would’ve ever met.”

Carr said she did not expect to win volun-
teer of the year for NTC.

“I don’t know who put in for it for me, but 
I’m very grateful and very thankful,” Carr said. 
“I don’t do what I do for recognition, I do what 
I do because it’s what I love to do.”

Even if it’s just an hour of your time once 
a week, it all adds up, Carr said.

“Everything that I did in 2022 has made a 
signi�cant di�erence that even I didn’t realize 
how big of an impact,” Carr said. “It’s de�nitely 
worth it to volunteer and be involved in your 
community because you meet new people, and 

you get to do exciting and new things.”
Taylor emphasized the importance of vol-

unteers to the Fort Irwin community.
“�is small community could not survive 

without the tremendous support [and] com-
mitment of a wonderful team of volunteers 
who come out every single day and show up 
to contribute to so many of our community 
activities,” Taylor said, adding that there were 
more than 27,625 volunteer hours in Volun-
teer Management Information System, which 
tracks volunteer hours and manages volunteers.
 Volunteer winners:

 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment-Black-
horse Volunteer of the Year: Laura Ferrell

Operations Group, National Training Cen-
ter Volunteer of the Year: Maj. James Rainey

916th Support Brigade Volunteer of the 
Year: Spc. Desmond Noah

MEDDAC Volunteer of the Year: Kayla 
Capiga

DENTAC Volunteer of the Year: Courtney 
Reggans

United States Army Garrison Volunteer of 
the Year: Carey Killea

National Training Center Volunteer of the 
Year: Heather Carr

Religious Support Volunteer of the Year: 
Kelly Furtick

Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation 

Volunteer of the Year: Paige Smith
Active Duty Soldier Volunteer of the Year: 

Sgt. 1st Class Sourivon Sathahoneromos
Soldier and Family Readiness Group Vol-

unteer of the Year: Weed Army Community 
Hospital

Youth Volunteer of the Year: Andrew 
Furtick

Outstanding Scout Volunteer of the Year: 
Bryce Brown

Volunteer Family of the Year: �e Ramsey 
Family

Private Organization Volunteer of the Year: 
Military and Civilian Spouses Club

From VOLUNTEERS, Page 3

Desert Warrior Week

Soldiers from the National Training Center and Fort Irwin competed in multiple events 
during Desert Warrior Week April 17-21, 2023, including basketball, football, combatives, 
and a video game tournament. �e week concluded with a Concert in the Park featuring 
Ne-Yo and an award ceremony where 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment earned 
the Commander’s Cup. Photos by Jack J. Adamyk, Jazlyn Villalobos & 11th ACR
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Days of Remembrance

Photos by Jack J. Adamyk.
Lt.  Col. Jesse Thompson, Shuttleworth Dental Clinic o�cer in charge, was the guest 
speaker at the Days of Remembrance Ceremony, held at the Sandy Basin Community 
Center on Fort Irwin, California, April 12, 2023. He gave a unique perspective of the war 
to end all wars and the horrors that were wrought during the Holocaust. Incorporating 
his knowledge of the German language, he was able to translate various historical texts 
to the audience and help bridge a language gap that many did not know existed. 
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Fort Irwin hosts Vietnam Veteran recognition ceremony
Fort Irwin recognized Vietnam Veterans from the community April 21, 2023, during 

a ceremony at Sandy Basin Community Center on Fort Irwin. Vietnam Veterans received 
commemorative lapel pins in recognition of their service during the event. Following the 
ceremony, Vietnam Veterans attended a static display of military equipment.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC LIEN SALES
Business & Professional Code Section 21700-21707

Notice is hereby given by the undersigned that a public 
lien sale of the following described personal property will 
be held at the hours of 12 noon on the 17th Day of May 
2023 or thereafter. The auction is being held at www.
selfstorageauction.com by competitive bid.   The property 
is stored by Nova Storage located 16488 Adelanto Rd. 
Adelanto, CA 92301.

The items to be sold are generally described as follows: 
Furniture, clothing, tools and or other household items 
stored by the following persons.
G60 Cottrill, Nathaniel 
E55 Pitts, Cherese 
H49 Diaz, Mark 
E03 Beckom, Tony
C31 Chambers, Jameston

Date:  April 24th, 2023  Signed NOVA STORAGE
This notice is given in accordance with the provisions of section 
21700 et seq. of Business & Professional Code of the Sate of California. 
The owner reserves the right to bid at the sale. All purchased goods 
are sold “As Is” and must be paid for and removed at the time of 
sale. Sales subject to prior cancellation in the event of settlement 
between owner & obligated party. Auctioneer: Nova Storage

Claudia Morales Rothwell
760-662-9388 | Hablo Español

Realtor DRE# 01747984 | VettedVA Professional
AUSA NTC-HD Board Member

Scan QR for your FREE 
VA Home Loan Guide

CALL ME ABOUT USING YOUR 
LOAN TO BUY OR SELL A HOME!
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16488 Adelanto Rd. • (760) 515-3526
Tue-Fri 10am-5pm • Sat - 10am-4pm • Sun-Mon Closed

Gate Hours 6:30am - 6:30pm

Safe • Clean • Well-Lit • Secure

FROM
$41

PER MONTH!

UP TO 30% OFF 
3 MONTHS ON 
SELECT UNITS

Individual Unit 
Alarms/Security
Extended Access 

Drive-up Convenience

NovaStorage.com

ADELANTO

NovaStorage.com

NEW CUSTOMERS RECEIVE 

$10 OFF
WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD
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Demkota Ranch Beef is actively hiring for 
the following positions in Aberdeen, SD:

In addition we have vacant positions for:
• Maintenance Technicians 
• Electrician
• FREON Refrigeration 

Technician

• Utility Technician
• Fabrication Supervisor
• Warehouse Team Member
• Recruiter - Bilingual

Production - Harvest • Production - Fabrication

For more information visit us online at 
www.demkotaranchbeef.com

THE DEMKOTA WAY
We believe there are no better cattle anywhere than here in South Dakota 
and the surrounding area. We are targeting quality to keep customers 
coming back for more. We have to be competitive; we’re not a true niche 
market, like grass-fed or organic; we’re more mainstream but we are 
value-added.

Mission Focused.
Legacy Inspired.

Community Driven.

Join our Team!

Visit our Careers page at www.ddc-dine.com
or contact us at recruiting@ddc-dine.com

to submit your application and resume

Seeking motivated professionals
across the nation to be a part of our family

Apply Today

Alabama

Arizona

Maryland

New Mexico

North Carolina

Ohio

Oklahoma

Pennsylvania

Utah

Virginia

Washington D.C.

A Navajo Nation owned family of companies providing
government agencies and commercial firms with high-quality
IT, R&D, professional, and environmental services



REACH THE BEST MARKET
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In Print and Digital

ALWAYS FREE ACCESS!
Frequent Updates — Breaking News — Local • Regional • National 

Your one-stop source of news and information for military,
 defense industry and aerospace professionals as 

well as aerospace enthusiasts, and military veterans.
We offer our advertisers access to a great market of 

employed, educated professionals with stable incomes.

Phone: 661-945-5634 • Toll free: 877-247-9288 
www.aerotechnews.com  •  www.thinkmilitaryads.com
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