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Purple Up for military children

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 
Children from the Luke Air Force Base Child Development Center participate in a 
parade, April 21, 2023, at Luke AFB, Arizona. The parade provided Luke families an 
opportunity to celebrate military children and recognize challenges they face.

Children and caretakers from the Luke Air Force Base Child 
Development Center participate in a parade, April 21, 2023, at 
Luke AFB, Arizona. April is the month of the military child.

Students in the Shadow Ridge High School marching band 
perform, April 21, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, part 
of the Child Development Center’s Purple Up parade.

include many affordable, quality and licensed 
child care options on and off installation.

DOD works with a variety of stakeholders 
to build a support network that provides the 
best possible education experience for military-

connected children and youth worldwide. This 
includes school liaisons who can help students 
realize their education goals and interstate 
compacts that make changing schools easier 
for children.

The Defense Department observed April as 
Month of the Military Child and highlighted 
programs, resources, and services available 
to support the overall well-being of military 
children, youth, and teens.

“Taking Care of Our Military Children” is 
the theme of this year’s Month of the Military 
Child campaign, an opportunity to focus on 
the lives of military children, youth, and teens.

Military families move every two to three 
years on average, and military children change 
schools an average of six to nine times from 
the start of kindergarten to their high school 
graduation. This year an estimated 30 percent 
of military service members will move to a 
new installation.

The Defense Department is committed to 
recognizing the unique challenges of military-
connected children, youth and teens and 
ensuring that families are aware of the full 
breadth of support and resources that are at 
the ready to serve their needs as they change 
schools, settle into new communities, and 
navigate military life in general.

Across the military this April, installations 
hosted events and observances celebrating 
military children, youth and teens and high-
lighting the programs, resources, and services 
available to support moving schools, education, 
and overall well-being.

Throughout the month of April, DOD in-
vited the nation to Purple Up—wear purple 
and share their pictures on social media to 
show their support for military children, youth 
and teens.

“This April, we honor the 1,602,261 military 
children, youth and teens serving alongside 
our nation’s service members,” said Patricia 
Montes Barron, deputy assistant secretary 
of defense for Military Community and Fam-
ily Policy. “Our military kids bring joy to our 
hearts, and we work hard to ensure they have 
access to the support and resources they need.”

Within the Defense Department, there are 
a number of programs and resources to sup-
port military parents and their children. These 
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U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Jakob Hambright
U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 56th Fighter Wing enter the cargo 
hold of a C-130J Hercules assigned to the 317th Airlift Wing, Dyess Air 
Force Base, Texas, during exercise Wild Coyote, April 13, 2023, at Gila 
Bend Air Force Auxiliary Field, Arizona. Wild Coyote allowed Airmen to ex-
perience agile combat employment operations in a simulated environment. 

A U.S. Air Force C-130J Super Hercules aircraft assigned to the 317th Airlift 
Wing, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, takes off during exercise Wild Coyote, 
April 12, 2023, at Gila Bend Air Force Auxiliary Field, Arizona. Airmen assigned 
to the 56th Fighter Wing used two C-130J’s from the 317th AW in a wet wing 
defuel, transferring the fuel to F-35A Lightning II aircraft during hot pit refuels.

ACE tactics exercised at Wild Coyote 
By Airman 1st Class  

JAkoB HAmBRigHT 
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

U.S. Air Force Airmen from the 56th 
Fighter Wing, Luke Air Force Base, 
Arizona, and the 317th Airlift Wing, 
Dyess AFB, Texas, executed Agile 
Combat Employment tactics during 
exercise Wild Coyote, April 12-13, 
2023, at Gila Bend Air Force Auxiliary 
Field, Arizona.

The two-day training exercise in-
cluded three different groups from 
the 56th FW operating alongside 
two C-130J Super Hercules aircraft 
assigned to the 40th Airlift Squadron.

“Having (the 317th AW) join us adds 
vital training value for both wings,” 
said U.S. Air Force Capt. Nicholas 
Carter, 63rd Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit director of operations. “With 
the different mission sets, it gives the 
Airmen a chance to view more of the 
Air Force, and gain experience that 
they can take to a deployment or a 
different command.”

Focused on rapid deployment of 
F-35 Lightning II aircraft, Airmen
executed hot pit refueling, where
aircraft are immediately refueled
upon landing. This drastically reduces 
refuel time and aircraft can return
to the air in potentially under 30
minutes.

“Hot pits are not only useful for the 
pilots, but great training for the air-
craft maintenance unit,” said Carter. 
“It’s a whole different process to per-
form a hot pit versus a normal refuel.”

 Alongside hot pits, Airmen par-
ticipated in a wet wing defuel of a 
C-130J, where fuel was taken from
the aircraft and used to refuel F-35’s 
during the hot pits.

“The C-130’s are playing a big part 
in the exercise,” said Carter. “Not 
only are they helping the refuels, but 
they’re providing transportation for 
our personnel and cargo.”

 Airmen were also involved with 
tasks outside of their career fields, 
such as setting up infrastructure and 
maintaining security of the airfield.

“Training Multi-Capable Airmen 
is crucial,” said Carter. “When the 
maintainers aren’t working on the 
aircraft, we need them to help with 
things like security, living quarters, 
and facilities.”

According to Air University, the 
ACE concept was developed in re-
sponse to advances in 21st century 
weapons capabilities and reconnais-
sance. Instead of relying on key cen-
tral infrastructures, ACE allows the 
U.S. Air Force and its partners to run 
operations from smaller, geographi-
cally separated locations.

“(ACE) is a key concept in the Air 
Force right now,” said Carter. “At a 
training base like Luke, our Airmen 
don’t get to experience it as much, 
so this exercise allowed them to get 
that experience before they go off to 
another command where it’s more 
prevalent.”

 U.S. Air Force Col. Anthony Mul-
linax, 56th Mission Support Group 
commander, emphasized the impor-
tance of exercises like Wild Coyote 
for the 56th FW and the U.S. Air 
Force.

“These exercises allow us to make 
mistakes and learn from them,” said 
Mullinax. “We would rather make 
the mistakes out here in a simulated 
environment than making them in a 
deployed environment.”

Exercises like Wild Coyote en-
hance readiness and prepare Airmen 
for the future as the U.S. Air Force 
continues to redefine the way it proj-
ects combat power across the globe.
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2,000th U.S. F-35 pilot graduates from Luke AFB
By Airman 1st Class 

 kATeLYnn JACkSon 
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The 56th Fighter Wing graduated 
the 2,000th F-35 Lightning II pilot, 
U.S. Air Force Maj. Christopher 
“Blade” Jeffers, April 17th, 2023, at 
Luke Air Force Base, Arizona.

This milestone marks a step for-
ward for the Airmen at Luke in 
realizing its mission of training the 
world’s greatest fighter pilots.

Since 1941, Luke AFB has graduat-
ed over 61,000 pilots, approximately 
105 F-35 pilots and 188 F-16 pilots 
annually, accounting for over 75 per-
cent of trained F-35 pilots across the 
Department of Defense. 

“Here at Luke, we don’t just take 
pride in the number of pilots we pro-
duce,” said U.S. Air Force Col. Keegan 
McLeese, 56th Fighter Wing vice 
commander. “We take great pride in 
the quality of our graduates, because 
they will be the ones who advance 
airpower for decades to come.”

Before flying the aircraft, pilots 
must undergo 192 hours of academic 
and simulator-based training. Fifty 
hours of flying are needed to complete 
the course and nearly half are accred-
ited through the F-35 Full Mission 
Simulator, an immersive technology 
designed to replicate the hardware 
of the F-35. 

“The simulator was very close to 
the airplane,” said Jeffers. “It is about 
as realistic as you can get.”

Jeffers flew the F-16, from 2014 to 
2019 with over 1,600 flight hours pri-
or to attending the Transition Course 
(TX) for the F-35. Jeffers became cer-
tified to fly the F-35 while assigned to 
the 62nd Fighter Squadron.

“The most rewarding part of train-
ing is just seeing what I can do now in 
the F-35 compared to the F-16,” said 
Jeffers. “The situational awareness 
and capabilities that the F-35 offers, 
would take multiple F-16s.” 

The F-35A is the U.S. Air Force’s 
latest fifth generation fighter, with 
over 8 million lines of three-tiered 
code making up the flying systems.

“The biggest differences in the fifth-
generation aircraft and the F-16 is 
stealth,” said Jeffers. “It increases the 
survival rate in missions. The next is 
sensor fusion. The F-16 can give you 
a lot of information, but you as the 
pilot have to decipher what is and 
isn’t important. Whereas the F-35 
knows what you want and increases 
battlespace awareness.”

In addition to re-enforcing national 
security, the F-35 serves as a vessel 
for strengthening global partner-
ships. Luke AFB currently upholds 
training partnerships with Italy, 
Netherlands, Norway, Singapore, and 
Denmark. 

“I had the opportunity to train with 
foreign partners here at Luke,” said 
Jeffers. “It was a really good experi-
ence to train with them and see the 
motivation and drive they had to 
learn and improve.”

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Katelynn Jackson 

Upon completing 3 ½ months of 
flight training accompanied by 50 
hours of flying, TX pilots like Jeffers 
are then trained as instructors in in-
structor upgrade training. Jeffers will 
carry out the remaining three years 
of his contract as an F-35 instructor 
pilot at Luke AFB. 

“I see myself flying the F-35 here at 
Luke until I can retire,” said Jeffers.

It took 14 years from the F-35’s 
introduction in 2006 to achieve 1,000 
trained fighter pilots in 2020. Three 
years later the Department of De-
fense has doubled that number.

It’s Jeffers’ belief that with the ever 
evolving and innovative nature of the 
Air Force, this rate of force growth 
will continue. 

“I wouldn’t be surprised if we jump 
to 6,000 pilots in a fraction of the time 
it took to get to 2,000,” said Jeffers. 
“The Air Force is always improving 
and growing.”

As the F-16 approaches the end 
of its training mission at Luke AFB, 
a force of 2,000 trained F-35 fighter 
pilots strengthens the aircraft’s role 
in modern warfare.

“We will be flying the F-35 for years 
to come, and then the next generation 
of fighter aircraft will come along,” 
said Jeffers. “But I think the F-35 will 
be around for the next generation of 
aspiring fighter pilots.”

Luke AFB is fully committed to con-
tinuing quality F-35 training in sup-
port of its mission. Producing combat-
ready Airmen that train alongside 
high-performance, multi-role aircraft 
strengthens combat readiness.

U.S. Air Force Maj. Christopher 
Jeffers, 62nd Fighter Squadron 
student pilot, climbs into an F-
35A Lightning II fighter jet, April 
17, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, 
Arizona. Jeffers was preparing to 
take off on his final training sortie 
needed to graduate as the 2,000th 
F-35 pilot in the Department of
Defense.
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U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Jakob Hambright
U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 56th Fighter Wing enter the cargo 
hold of a C-130J Hercules assigned to the 317th Airlift Wing, Dyess Air 
Force Base, Texas, during exercise Wild Coyote, April 13, 2023, at Gila 
Bend Air Force Auxiliary Field, Arizona. Wild Coyote allowed Airmen to ex-
perience agile combat employment operations in a simulated environment. 

A U.S. Air Force C-130J Super Hercules aircraft assigned to the 317th Airlift 
Wing, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, takes off during exercise Wild Coyote, 
April 12, 2023, at Gila Bend Air Force Auxiliary Field, Arizona. Airmen assigned 
to the 56th Fighter Wing used two C-130J’s from the 317th AW in a wet wing 
defuel, transferring the fuel to F-35A Lightning II aircraft during hot pit refuels.

ACE tactics exercised at Wild Coyote 
By Airman 1st Class  

JAkoB HAmBRigHT 
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U.S. Air Force Airmen from the 56th 
Fighter Wing, Luke Air Force Base, 
Arizona, and the 317th Airlift Wing, 
Dyess AFB, Texas, executed Agile 
Combat Employment tactics during 
exercise Wild Coyote, April 12-13, 
2023, at Gila Bend Air Force Auxiliary 
Field, Arizona.

The two-day training exercise in-
cluded three different groups from 
the 56th FW operating alongside 
two C-130J Super Hercules aircraft 
assigned to the 40th Airlift Squadron.

“Having (the 317th AW) join us adds 
vital training value for both wings,” 
said U.S. Air Force Capt. Nicholas 
Carter, 63rd Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit director of operations. “With 
the different mission sets, it gives the 
Airmen a chance to view more of the 
Air Force, and gain experience that 
they can take to a deployment or a 
different command.”

Focused on rapid deployment of 
F-35 Lightning II aircraft, Airmen
executed hot pit refueling, where
aircraft are immediately refueled
upon landing. This drastically reduces 
refuel time and aircraft can return
to the air in potentially under 30
minutes.

“Hot pits are not only useful for the 
pilots, but great training for the air-
craft maintenance unit,” said Carter. 
“It’s a whole different process to per-
form a hot pit versus a normal refuel.”

 Alongside hot pits, Airmen par-
ticipated in a wet wing defuel of a 
C-130J, where fuel was taken from
the aircraft and used to refuel F-35’s 
during the hot pits.

“The C-130’s are playing a big part 
in the exercise,” said Carter. “Not 
only are they helping the refuels, but 
they’re providing transportation for 
our personnel and cargo.”

 Airmen were also involved with 
tasks outside of their career fields, 
such as setting up infrastructure and 
maintaining security of the airfield.

“Training Multi-Capable Airmen 
is crucial,” said Carter. “When the 
maintainers aren’t working on the 
aircraft, we need them to help with 
things like security, living quarters, 
and facilities.”

According to Air University, the 
ACE concept was developed in re-
sponse to advances in 21st century 
weapons capabilities and reconnais-
sance. Instead of relying on key cen-
tral infrastructures, ACE allows the 
U.S. Air Force and its partners to run 
operations from smaller, geographi-
cally separated locations.

“(ACE) is a key concept in the Air 
Force right now,” said Carter. “At a 
training base like Luke, our Airmen 
don’t get to experience it as much, 
so this exercise allowed them to get 
that experience before they go off to 
another command where it’s more 
prevalent.”

 U.S. Air Force Col. Anthony Mul-
linax, 56th Mission Support Group 
commander, emphasized the impor-
tance of exercises like Wild Coyote 
for the 56th FW and the U.S. Air 
Force.

“These exercises allow us to make 
mistakes and learn from them,” said 
Mullinax. “We would rather make 
the mistakes out here in a simulated 
environment than making them in a 
deployed environment.”

Exercises like Wild Coyote en-
hance readiness and prepare Airmen 
for the future as the U.S. Air Force 
continues to redefine the way it proj-
ects combat power across the globe.
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2,000th U.S. F-35 pilot graduates from Luke AFB
By Airman 1st Class 

 kATeLYnn JACkSon 
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The 56th Fighter Wing graduated 
the 2,000th F-35 Lightning II pilot, 
U.S. Air Force Maj. Christopher 
“Blade” Jeffers, April 17th, 2023, at 
Luke Air Force Base, Arizona.

This milestone marks a step for-
ward for the Airmen at Luke in 
realizing its mission of training the 
world’s greatest fighter pilots.

Since 1941, Luke AFB has graduat-
ed over 61,000 pilots, approximately 
105 F-35 pilots and 188 F-16 pilots 
annually, accounting for over 75 per-
cent of trained F-35 pilots across the 
Department of Defense. 

“Here at Luke, we don’t just take 
pride in the number of pilots we pro-
duce,” said U.S. Air Force Col. Keegan 
McLeese, 56th Fighter Wing vice 
commander. “We take great pride in 
the quality of our graduates, because 
they will be the ones who advance 
airpower for decades to come.”

Before flying the aircraft, pilots 
must undergo 192 hours of academic 
and simulator-based training. Fifty 
hours of flying are needed to complete 
the course and nearly half are accred-
ited through the F-35 Full Mission 
Simulator, an immersive technology 
designed to replicate the hardware 
of the F-35. 

“The simulator was very close to 
the airplane,” said Jeffers. “It is about 
as realistic as you can get.”

Jeffers flew the F-16, from 2014 to 
2019 with over 1,600 flight hours pri-
or to attending the Transition Course 
(TX) for the F-35. Jeffers became cer-
tified to fly the F-35 while assigned to 
the 62nd Fighter Squadron.

“The most rewarding part of train-
ing is just seeing what I can do now in 
the F-35 compared to the F-16,” said 
Jeffers. “The situational awareness 
and capabilities that the F-35 offers, 
would take multiple F-16s.” 

The F-35A is the U.S. Air Force’s 
latest fifth generation fighter, with 
over 8 million lines of three-tiered 
code making up the flying systems.

“The biggest differences in the fifth-
generation aircraft and the F-16 is 
stealth,” said Jeffers. “It increases the 
survival rate in missions. The next is 
sensor fusion. The F-16 can give you 
a lot of information, but you as the 
pilot have to decipher what is and 
isn’t important. Whereas the F-35 
knows what you want and increases 
battlespace awareness.”

In addition to re-enforcing national 
security, the F-35 serves as a vessel 
for strengthening global partner-
ships. Luke AFB currently upholds 
training partnerships with Italy, 
Netherlands, Norway, Singapore, and 
Denmark. 

“I had the opportunity to train with 
foreign partners here at Luke,” said 
Jeffers. “It was a really good experi-
ence to train with them and see the 
motivation and drive they had to 
learn and improve.”

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Katelynn Jackson 

Upon completing 3 ½ months of 
flight training accompanied by 50 
hours of flying, TX pilots like Jeffers 
are then trained as instructors in in-
structor upgrade training. Jeffers will 
carry out the remaining three years 
of his contract as an F-35 instructor 
pilot at Luke AFB. 

“I see myself flying the F-35 here at 
Luke until I can retire,” said Jeffers.

It took 14 years from the F-35’s 
introduction in 2006 to achieve 1,000 
trained fighter pilots in 2020. Three 
years later the Department of De-
fense has doubled that number.

It’s Jeffers’ belief that with the ever 
evolving and innovative nature of the 
Air Force, this rate of force growth 
will continue. 

“I wouldn’t be surprised if we jump 
to 6,000 pilots in a fraction of the time 
it took to get to 2,000,” said Jeffers. 
“The Air Force is always improving 
and growing.”

As the F-16 approaches the end 
of its training mission at Luke AFB, 
a force of 2,000 trained F-35 fighter 
pilots strengthens the aircraft’s role 
in modern warfare.

“We will be flying the F-35 for years 
to come, and then the next generation 
of fighter aircraft will come along,” 
said Jeffers. “But I think the F-35 will 
be around for the next generation of 
aspiring fighter pilots.”

Luke AFB is fully committed to con-
tinuing quality F-35 training in sup-
port of its mission. Producing combat-
ready Airmen that train alongside 
high-performance, multi-role aircraft 
strengthens combat readiness.

U.S. Air Force Maj. Christopher 
Jeffers, 62nd Fighter Squadron 
student pilot, climbs into an F-
35A Lightning II fighter jet, April 
17, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, 
Arizona. Jeffers was preparing to 
take off on his final training sortie 
needed to graduate as the 2,000th 
F-35 pilot in the Department of
Defense.
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Luke Unveils Murvaux flag at Club Five Six

U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Jason Rueschhoff (right), 56th 
Fighter Wing commander, members of the Luke family 
and Fighter Country Foundation partners pose for a 
group photo in front of the Murvaux flag, May, 7, 2023, 
at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona.

By  
56th FigHTeR Wing 

Public Affairs

Luke AFB leadership unveiled a flag from 2nd Lt. Frank 
Luke Jr.’s grave in Murvaux, France, April 7, 2023, at 
Luke AFB, Arizona.

The flag was gifted to 56th Fighter Wing leadership 
in 2018 by the mayor of Murvaux during the 100th an-
niversary ceremony honoring Luke’s death and is now on 
display at Club Five Six on Luke AFB as a heritage item.

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero
Participants in the Murvaux flag ceremony celebrate the unveil-
ing the Murvaux flag May, 7, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Ari-
zona. The flag was given to 56th Fighter Wing leadership in 2018 
by the mayor of Murvaux, France, during the 100th anniversary 
ceremony honoring the death of Luke AFB’s namesake, 2nd Lt. 
Frank Luke Jr.

“The flag is part of Murvaux’s history,” said 
U.S. Air Force (ret.) Lt. Col. Rick Griset, former 
56th Fighter Wing historian. “It is significant 
that the mayor wanted to gift this historic item 
to the representatives of Luke AFB in order to 
commemorate the skill and courage of Frank 
Luke.”

Luke was an aviator during World War I and 
Luke AFB, where the Murvaux flag currently 
resides, is named after him.

“The Murvaux flag is associated with the 
town where Frank Luke’s last mission ended,” 
said Griset. “That mission earned Frank Luke 
a Medal of Honor.”

On Sept. 29, 1918, while under heavy fire from 
ground forces and the active pursuit of eight 
German planes, Luke successfully shot down 
three German war balloons. After finishing off 
the third balloon, Luke was forced to land due 
to injuries sustained during his aerial assault. 
He continued firing on enemy ground troops in 
his descent, killing six more German soldiers. 
Once his plane landed, the mortally wounded 
Luke drew his automatic pistol and defended 
himself until he fell dead from a chest wound.

A group of farmers from Murvaux witnessed the event 
and buried the then unknown American aviator nearby. 
They later signed a statement given to the U.S. Army 
retelling their eyewitness account of Luke’s heroism. This 
account led to Luke becoming the first aviator to receive 
the Medal of Honor.

“We are honored by the town of Murvaux gifting us 
this piece of our base’s history,” said Brig. Gen. Jason 

Rueschhoff, 56th Fighter Wing commander. “We strive 
every day to honor the legacy and heroism of Lt. Frank 
Luke Jr. here at Luke Air Force Base. It was his pursuit 
of excellence and willingness to give the ultimate sacrifice 
that continues to inspire our own efforts today.”

The U.S. Air Force has a long tradition of honoring the 
courage, integrity, and dedication of service members who 
made the ultimate sacrifice.

5May 2023
Facebook.com/LukeThunderbolt

Thunderbolt
http://www.luke.af.mil News

Days of Remembrance

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Katelynn Jackson 
Werner Salinger, Holocaust survivor and U.S. Air Force veteran, talks to Airmen 
at a Days of Remembrance event at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, April 18, 2023. 
Salinger was born in 1932 in Berlin and survived the Night of Broken Glass be-
fore immigrating to New York in 1939 and enlisting in the U.S. Air Force at the 
age of 19. The 56th Fighter Wing Diversity and Inclusion Team hosted the event, 
giving Airmen the opportunity to hear Salinger’s story.

U.S. Air Force Maj. Ryan O’Dea, 56th 
Equipment Maintenance Squadron com-
mander, leans in to hear guest speaker 
Werner Salinger, holocaust survivor and 
U.S. Air Force veteran.

LEFT: Luke Air Force Base leadership 
listens to guest speaker Werner Sa-
linger, holocaust survivor and U.S. Air 
Force veteran. 

U.S. Air Force Col. Keegan McLeese, 
56th Fighter Wing vice commander, 
speaks with Chris Cropps, 56th FW 
Chapel volunteer, during a Days of 
Remembrance event. Cropps was born 
in 1927 in Frankfurt, Germany, growing 
up during the rise of the Third Reich.
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Photo Feature

U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Tyler Paul, 56th Civil Engineer 
Squadron Explosive Ordnance Disposal flight technician, 
investigates a mortar outside a mock village during a 
training scenario at Camp Navajo, Arizona, April 12, 2023. 

U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class Jessey Mclain (left), speaks with Senior Airman Gun-
nar Tokar (right), both 56th Civil Engineer Squadron Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
flight technicians, inside a storage unit at Camp Navajo, Arizona, April 12, 2023.

U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Tyler Paul (left), Senior Airman Seth Elroy (cen-
ter), and Senior Airman Jacob Schoonmaker (right), 56th Civil Engineer 
Squadron Explosive Ordnance Disposal flight technicians, investigate 
an area outside a mock village during a training scenario at Camp Na-
vajo, Arizona, April 12, 2023. The 56th CES EOD members trained on 
several scenarios including scouting areas that were baited with mock 
explosives after being abandoned by enemy forces. 

U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Ja-
son Evans (right) and Senior 
Airman Nestor Guevara-
Penella (left), 56th Civil Engi-
neer Squadron Explosive Ord-
nance Disposal flight techni-
cians, hike up a snow-covered 
hill at Camp Navajo, Arizona, 
April 11, 2023. Members as-
signed to the 56th CES EOD 
flight participated in exercise 
Furious Alpaca; a three-day 
exercise with the strategic 
objective of conducting op-
erations in degraded environ-
ments alongside foreign forc-
es against a near peer threat. 
The second day consisted of 
day and night land navigation 
courses meant to familiarize 
members with a basic under-
standing of the tools needed 
to successfully navigate unfa-
miliar territory.

U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Noah D. Coger
U.S. Air Force members assigned to the 56th Civil Engineer Squadron Explosive Ordnance Disposal flight fire M4 carbine assault rifles on a firing range at Camp Navajo, Arizona, April 10, 2023. The Airmen 
participated in exercise Furious Alpaca; a three-day exercise with the strategic objective of conducting operations in degraded environments alongside foreign forces against a near peer threat. The EOD 
flight trained with small combat arms and practiced skills required to engage enemies as a unit. 

By Staff Sgt.  
Noah D. Coger

56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

CaMP NaVaJo, ariz. —  Twenty-
one members assigned to Luke Air Force 
Base’s 56th Civil Engineer Squadron 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal flight 
participated in a three-day field training 
exercise, Furious Alpaca, April 10-13, 
2023, at Camp Navajo, Arizona.

The strategic objective of the exercise 
was to conduct EOD operations in a con-
tested, deployed environment alongside 
a foreign partner while facing threats 
from a near-peer adversary.

“We are training for the worst-case 
scenario against a peer-to-peer threat,” 
said U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Michael 
Alger, 56th CES EOD training section 
chief. “We need to know how to deploy 
and work with our foreign partners as 
well as tackle any obstacles that we 
might see in a contested environment. 
Ultimately, the goal is to prepare our 
EOD members to go into those envi-
ronments and have the capabilities to 
maneuver and communicate well with 
partner forces to achieve success.”

The exercise consisted of day and 
night operations with scenarios that 
challenged the participants, both physi-
cally and mentally.

“We have had early mornings and 
very long nights,” said U.S. Air Force 
Airman 1st Class Jessey Mclain, 56th 
CES EOD technician. “We’ve been out 
here training on scenarios both day and 
night. Having that physical wear and 

tear while still being able to maintain 
and operate during whatever problem 
arises is definitely one of the biggest 
challenges.”

Along with those challenges, each day 
saw the flight face a different situation 
which tested previously learned skills 
and added new skills to the Airmen’s 
collective repertoire.

“The first day we deployed them from 
a main operating base to a forward oper-
ating base, where they were familiarized 
with the partner force they were going 
to be operating with, doing things like 
firing drills and small unit tactics,” said 
Alger. “The second day they focused on 
land navigation to prepare them for the 
environment and familiarize them with 
the landscape in which they’ll be oper-
ating. Then on the last day, they were 
forward deployed with the partner force 
and executed EOD specific objectives in 
the field.”

On top of learning new skills, every 
scenario required a different and special 
set of tools to complete the mission at 
hand, which served to deepen under-
standing of what and how to employ 
during real-world operations.

“This also allows our technicians to 
understand how their gear works; what 
kind of equipment is needed in these 
environments and how to utilize it,” said 
Alger. “Those are tactile things that can 
only be taught through first-hand expe-
rience, those small field-craft and care 
skills, but also learning more about how 
to adapt to the environments and how 
quickly they can change. Reading about 

a scenario is different than experiencing 
it; things become much more complex 
and we want to inoculate them to any 
future stressors they may encounter.”

The 56th CES EOD flight regularly 
plans and holds one field training ex-
ercise annually but hopes to expand to 
multiple annual exercises in the future 
to further develop Airmen’s knowledge 
and prepare them for any situation.

“We’re always trying to think for-
ward,” said Alger. “To prepare our folks 
today, is going to pay off dividends in 
the future. It’s great to get out into the 
elements and go through these scenarios 
so that they know when they do get out 
into some of those real-world scenarios, 
that they can perform and accomplish 
the mission.”

The Air Force has prioritized Airmen 
as its most valuable advantage in today’s 
era of strategic competition and with 
that, trainings like this are fundamental 
to their success.

“The great thing about these exercises 
is that we have so much experience, top 
to bottom, that we’re always learning,” 
said Mclain. “There is always a differ-
ent way to do something and sometimes 
people have more effective and efficient 
ways to do that thing, so if I can learn a 
better way to do something, then that’s 
a huge benefit.”

The U.S. Air Force EOD maintains 
readiness and trains in order to enable 
the accomplishment of the Joint Force 
and the geographic combatant com-
mander’s mission objectives in support 
of U.S. national security.

Furious AlpAcA: 
Luke EOD trains at Camp Navajo
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Furious AlpAcA: 
Luke EOD trains at Camp Navajo
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Chaplain’s Corner ...
Guard Your Time: Considerations About Time Stewardship

By Chaplain (Capt.) 
 JeFF RYBoLD

What is time? It is an immaterial commodity that 
you can never gain, yet you are constantly spending. 
When you are bored, it passes slowly, but when you 
are active or enjoying life, it passes quickly. The older 
you get, the more valuable it is. As you continue to 
live your life, I want to encourage you to purposefully 
guard your time.  

Protect that which is valuable. The time you have 
is the only time you will ever get. You cannot get 
more, and you cannot make up for that which is lost.  
You can, however, guard and use what time you have 
more effectively.

How? First, identify what your time is invested 
in. Family, friends, work, entertainment, education 
— all of these are areas in which we invest our time.

Second, identify the priority of those areas. As 
you consider the time investment, ask yourself “Am 
I investing in this area enough, too much, or not 
enough?” This should be a continual and regular 
process.  There is much to consider when evaluating 
your personal time stewardship.

Every person’s story is different and the amount of 
time they spend in certain areas will vary consider-
ably. For example, to me, family is the most impor-
tant area to invest my time. However, if all my time is 
in my family and none is in my work, it is very likely 
I will lose both because my family is not properly 

provided for. On the other 
hand, your story may be 
one of retirement and 
you can spend much less 
time on work and much 
more on family. That is 
an evaluation only you 
can observe and decision 
only you can make. 

Protect from losing more than you should. We all 
know emergencies happen. Certain things come up 
requiring more time than we want to spend. Some-
times, however, we let things steal our time when 
they really shouldn’t. Those are the things to look 
out for and guard against.  When you are with your 
family, friends, or in a moment of self-care, prevent 
that time from being stolen. Be sure to create rea-
sonable expectations, establish personal safeguards, 
and effectively communicate with others to better 
protect your time. 

If you find yourself in a situation where you are 
constantly losing time, re-evaluate the situation 
and circumstances then consider alternatives go-
ing forward.  Part of advancing quality of life here 
at Luke Air Force Base is finding ways to innova-
tively move forward both at work centers and with 
families.  If you are unsure, consider the resources 
available to you.  Your Chaplain Corps team is 
ready to help your units and families with tools in 
time stewardship.

U.S. Air Force photo 
Chaplain (Capt.) Jeff Rybold

U.S Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Katelynn Jackson 
U.S. Air Force Col. Keegan McLeese, 56th Fighter Wing vice 
commander, speaks to West Valley educators, during the West 
Valley Educators Immersion Tour, March 31, 2023, Luke Air 
Force Base, Arizona. Tours like these are designed to offer op-
portunities to build community partnerships and contribute to 
public knowledge of base operations.

Educators connect
By Airman 1st Class  

kATeLYnn JACkSon
56 Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The 56th Fighter Wing hosted 
Phoenix-area educators for a 
West Valley Educators Immer-
sion Tour at Luke Air Force Base, 
Arizona, March 31, 2023. 

“From pharmacy technicians 
to air traffic controllers, fighter 
pilots to maintainers, our edu-
cators got to see a little bit of 
everything during their visit to 
Luke AFB,” said U.S. Air Force 
Brig. Gen. Jason Rueschhoff, 

See EDUCAtoRS, Page 10

8 May 2023
www.aerotechnews.com/lukeafb

Thunderbolt
http://www.luke.af.mil

Demkota Ranch Beef is actively hiring for  
the following positions in Aberdeen, SD:

In addition we have vacant positions for:
• Maintenance Technicians 
• Electrician
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• Recruiter - Bilingual

Production - Harvest • Production - Fabrication
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Legacy Inspired.
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Join our Team!

Visit our Careers page at www.ddc-dine.com
or contact us at recruiting@ddc-dine.com

to submit your application and resume

Seeking motivated professionals 
across the nation to be a part of our family

Apply Today
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Arizona

Maryland

New Mexico

North Carolina

Ohio 

Oklahoma

Pennsylvania 

Utah

Virginia 

Washington D.C.

A Navajo Nation owned family of companies providing 
government agencies and commercial firms with high-quality 
IT, R&D, professional, and environmental services 
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U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 
Jennifer Schoen (left), 56th Fighter Wing Sexual Assault Response Co-
ordinator, and U.S. Air Force Col. Keegan McLeese, (right) 56th Fighter 
Wing vice commander, poses for a group photo with volunteer victim 
advocates from the Luke Air Force Base Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response. Volunteer victim advocates are a crucial part of the Luke AFB 
SAPR team and provide critical support to Airmen impacted by sexual 
assault.

Volunteer advocates honored

U.S. Air Force Col. Keegan McLeese, (right) 56th Fighter 
Wing vice commander, presents an award to Staff Sgt. 
Bridgette Babers (left), 56th Fighter Wing volunteer 
victim advocate, April 21, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, 
Arizona. 

U.S. Air Force Col. Keegan 
McLeese, (right) 56th Fighter Wing 
vice commander, presents an 
award to Tech. Sgt. Kyle Johnson 
(left), 56th Fighter Wing volunteer 
victim advocate, April 21, 2023, at 
Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. 

U.S Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Katelynn Jackson 
Phoenix area educators tour an F-35 Lightning II aircraft assigned to the 
62nd Fighter Squadron, during the West Valley Educators Immersion 
Tour, March 31st, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. Twenty-seven 
educators toured the base, received information on operations and 
gained insight on opportunities available to their students interested in 
joining the U.S. Air Force. 

Brandi Haskans, La Joya Commu-
nity High School principal, looks 
into a microscope at the medical 
treatment facility during the West 
Valley Educators Immersion Tour, 
March 31, 2023, at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona.

U.S. Air Force Maj. Ashley Lopez-Clark, 56th Commu-
nications Squadron commander, places a squadron 
patch on Brig. Gen. Jason Rueschhoff, 56th Fighter 
Wing commander, March 31, 2023, at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona. The exchange happened during the 
West Valley Educators Immersion Tour where Phoenix 
area educators visited Luke AFB to learn more the U.S. 
Air Force.

U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Jason Rueschhoff, 56th 
Fighter Wing commander, coins Michelle Hill, 
Dreaming Summit Elementary School principal, 
during the West Valley Educators Immersion Tour, 
March 31, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. 
Rueschhoff shared the history of military challenge 
coins with the West Valley educators before coining 
them as they concluded the tour.

EDUCAtoRS (from Page 9)

56th FW commander. “We were proud to host the West Valley 
educators for this visit. Education is not only about imparting 
knowledge, but also about instilling positive character and 
values in our youth.” 

A total of 27 educators toured the base, receiving informa-
tion on the wing’s mission and gaining insight on opportuni-
ties available to students interested in joining the U.S. Air 
Force. 

“It was an honor to host our educators and let them see 
behind the curtain for a day,” said Rueschhoff. “The military 
has a lot of fantastic options for our youth to keep learning 
and growing if they choose that path.” 

Base tours offer opportunities for wing leadership to 
strengthen community partnerships and contribute to public 
knowledge of base operations. 

“This immersion allowed the educators to come out to Luke 
AFB, and make a connection with base leadership, Depart-
ment of Education, and the School Liaison Officer,” said Stacey 
Holland, the School Liaison Program Manager. “We wanted 
everyone to get a better understanding of how we can work 
together to support our military-connected students.”

As the school liaison officer for the 56th FW, Holland is fa-
miliar with many resources available to military families and 
serves as the connection between base leadership, families, 
and the schools in the community.

Phoenix is the fifth largest city in the country and over 13 
thousand active-duty members and their families stationed 
at Luke AFB attend over 500 schools in the West Valley. 
Holland also expressed how educators not only educate 
military-connected students but can also provide support as 
they transition across the world with their military sponsors.

“It also allowed the educators to see the many career op-
portunities, as well as the beauty of Luke AFB,” said Holland. 
“They can go back and relay to their students how the Air 
Force can be a great option for their future!”

The tour visited the 62nd Fighter Squadron, the 62nd Air-
craft Maintenance Unit, the 56th Communications Squadron 
and the 56th Medical Group, introducing them to multiple Air 
Force career fields. The educators had face-to-face conversa-
tions with Airmen and hands-on experience with equipment 
at each location. 

Participants ended the day with a discussion on the dif-
ferent mission sets within the fighter wing and additional 
resources for students potentially interested in the military.

“Thank you to all our West Valley educators and fellow com-
munity servants for visiting Thunderbolt Nation,” said Col. 
Anthony Mullinax, 56th Mission Support Group commander 
and Military State Representative for the Military Interstate 
Compact. “Your selfless service is an inspiration, and we were 
honored to host you.”
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Natalia Keck
Realtor®, ABR, MRP

Lic.#147043458 AZ

Direct: (330) 212-2432 • Office: (623) 344-1000
Nataliakeck@yahoo.com

nataliakeck.sites.cbmoxi.com
1616 N. Litchfield Rd., Suite 170 • Goodyear, AZ

PART107.Academy
Powered by GRADD

Become a FAA Certified 
Commercial Drone Pilot

Monday – Friday
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
jdennis23@humana.com

Jo Ellen Dennis
602-245-7539 

Are you turning 65?  
Call your local licensed 

Humana sales agent

Gent Dunlap
Gent’s Travel Agency

602-418-3251 • gentstravelagency.inteletravel.com
gentstravelagency@gmail.com

14904 W. Lamoille Dr. • Surprise, AZ 85374

ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE

Call 623-298-8744 or make your Zoom Chat appointment today!    
tinyurl.com/ZoomChat-withMe

Let’s work together to turn your dreams into Realty!

Daryl Holley
Retired Airforce Veteran Liaison Support
Recipient of Purple Heart & Heroism Awards

Alletta Renee’ Holley
Licensed Mortgage Loan Officer
Proud Military Supporter & Wife of  
Retired Air Force Veteran Technical Sergeant
NMLS#2076512

3100 W. Ray Rd. #201, Chandler, AZ 85226
NMLS#1660690/AZMB#0944059;  
Empowered by NeXa.

Why rent when you can increase cash flow with equity before your next 
assignment. (Realtor Partners are available for any area of interest).
We create personalized financial strategies to Build your Legacy through 
Homeownership during your Military Career and Veteran eligible status.

Anything’s possible on your first or next PCS and owning a home is 
one of them. It starts with easy planning; let us help you with that.

www.moveintoyourdreams.com • aholley@nexamortgage.com

PCS: Permanent Change of Station
May through August is “PCS Season” for the military.  Military members 
and their families prepare to make a new home, wherever they are sent.

How can your business serve military families who are moving to your area? 
By advertising in Aerotech News’ special PCS guide, you will be well-placed to attract new customers as they arrive in 
our community. We offer our advertisers a targeted, employed readership due to our distribution agreements with military 
installations and defense industry contractors.  You will also have access to thousands of readers who follow us online.

Phone: (661) 945-5634 • Toll Free: (877) 247-9288 www.aerotechnews.com 
www.thinkmilitaryads.com • www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview/

Home is Where We’re Sent

New arrivals are typically in need of:
• Housing - Where to live (especially if base housing is in short supply)?
• Education - Charter or private school options for children, higher education for adults
• Food/ Entertainment - What are options for eating out, recreation and socializing?
• Transportation - Who has military financing for vehicle purchase or leasing?
• Worship - Where are the local churches, synagogues, etc?
• Specialized medical and dental care - What providers are available in the community to supplement on-base services?
• Pre-school and child care - Who can be trusted to care for children of dual-income families?
• Goods and services - Where are the best places to go for furniture and home goods, car repair, and specialty goods and services?
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ADVERTISING RATES

NOW IS THE TIME TO GET THEIR ATTENTION!
Call (877) 247-9288 today to reserve your ad space.
Or, email Sandi at sbueltel@aerotechnews.com

Publish Date: May 19, 2023
Advertising Deadline: May 12, 2023

V.I.P. Mortgage, Inc. does Business in Accordance with Federal 
Fair Lending Laws. NMLS ID 145502. AZ Mortgage Banker License 
No. BK-0909074. 2342 N Hayden Rd; Scottsdale, AZ 85257
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MIKE COOK 
Branch Manager  
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YVONNE CAHILL 
REALTOR® 

602-684-3290
platinumlivingrealty.com 
sales@thebestazagent.com
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YOUR REAL ESTATE TEAM
PARTNERING WITH

HOMES FOR HEROES
THE #1 HERO REWARDS PROGRAM IN THE NATION

ACTIVE DUTY & VETERANS SAVE UP TO $4000* 
ON THE PURCHASE OF A $500K HOME 

*The actual saving may vary

JOIN  
TODAY!

ducks.org   
800-45-DUCKS

A CFC participant - provided as a public service

Join Ducks Unlimited today
to ensure that wetlands

thrive for wildlife, for you
and for generations to come.

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT TREAT

A CFC participant. Provided as a public service.

800-822-6344
stjude.org/cfc

Finding cures.
Saving children.®
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supplement to the Thunderbolt.  All 
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56fss com
RUNNING IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
May 15 - Jun. 23 • Open to All • Free
Program meets Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 5am - Fitness 
Center Track • Tues. & Thurs., 6am - Strength 
Class, Combat PT Center
Register at: Facebook.com/LukeFitnessCenter.

MEMORIAL DAY “MURPH” HERO WORKOUT
May 25 • 6-9am • Combat PT Center • Free
Full or Half workout includes a 1-mile run, 100
pull-ups, 200 push-ups, 300 squats, followed 
by another 1-mile run
Sponsored in part by: TTHHEE  OORRNNEELLAASS  HHOOMMEE  TTEEAAMM
“No Federal endorsement intended”

MEN’S PHYSIQUE WOMEN’S FIGURE & BIKINI 
COMPETITION
Aug. 5 • Base Theater • Weigh-ins - 11am
Preliminary Round - 1pm • Final Competition - 
5pm
Must be 18 yrs. & older to compete • 1st-3rd 
in each category & overall awards 4th & 5th 
medals
Military - $80 • Nonmilitary - $85 • Register 
by Jul. 14  - Late Registration Add $15 • 
Spectator Admission - Preliminary Show - 1pm 
- $5 • Finals Show - 5pm - $8 • Both Shows - 

continued on page 2

Bryant Fitness Center

INSPIRING OUR FUTURE

RESERVE A SPOT FOR YOUR CHILD NOW!

NOW ENROLLING 202324
HERITAGE ELEMENTARY GLENDALE CAMPUS

K-8
A C A D E M Y

GLENDALE CAMPUS
E L E M E N T A R Y

H E R I T A G E

FREE BEFORE AND
AFTERSCHOOL

PROGRAM

AWESOME
ACTIVITIES

FREE FULLDAY
KINDERGARTEN

ONSITE 
PRESCHOOL 
PROGRAM

HESARIZONA.ORG
(623) 7423956•6805 N. 125TH AVE. •GLENDALE, AZ 85307

"The"The    Perfect Rings For Your Perfect Day..."Perfect Rings For Your Perfect Day..."

TOP TEN JEWELRY STORE

15350 W McDowell Rd. Goodyear, Az 85395

623-925-1815

Showcasing Osborne Jewelers' Newest Designer LineShowcasing Osborne Jewelers' Newest Designer Line

*Come in store to purchase or order.



At Ease
 The “At Ease” is a monthly recreation 
supplement to the Thunderbolt.  All 
information was accurate at the date of 
publication and is subject to change without 
notice.
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RUNNING IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
May 15 - Jun. 23 • Open to All • Free
Program meets Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 5am - Fitness 
Center Track • Tues. & Thurs., 6am - Strength 
Class, Combat PT Center
Register at: Facebook.com/LukeFitnessCenter.

MEMORIAL DAY “MURPH” HERO WORKOUT
May 25 • 6-9am • Combat PT Center • Free
Full or Half workout includes a 1-mile run, 100
pull-ups, 200 push-ups, 300 squats, followed 
by another 1-mile run
Sponsored in part by: TTHHEE  OORRNNEELLAASS  HHOOMMEE  TTEEAAMM
“No Federal endorsement intended”
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in each category & overall awards 4th & 5th 
medals
Military - $80 • Nonmilitary - $85 • Register 
by Jul. 14  - Late Registration Add $15 • 
Spectator Admission - Preliminary Show - 1pm 
- $5 • Finals Show - 5pm - $8 • Both Shows - 
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Bryant Fitness Center
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Bryant Fitness Center
continued from page 1
$10, under 10 - FREE (Proof of age required)

VIRTUAL INSTRUCTOR EXERCISE CLASSES
Open scheduling • Free • Beginner to advanced
classes.  Squadron PT reservations available.  
Classes meet in the Aerobics Room located in 
the Community Commons, Bldg. 700.

Outdoor Rec
RAGE ROOM
Mon.-Fri. • 9am - 5pm • 15 minute time slots - 
Up to one hour per person, per day • $5 each for 
20 small items • $10 each for two large items

SCHUERMAN MT. HIKE - SEDONA
May 6 • 6am - 2 pm • Open to all • $20

VERDE RIVER SUP and KAYAKING
May 13 • 7am - 3pm • Open to all • $35
 
SUNSET SUP and KAYAKING - LAKE PLEASANT
May 27 • 5-9pm • Open to all • $60

LAKE HAVASU PARASAIL ADVENTURE
Jun. 3 • 7am - 7pm • Open to all • $150

BLISS WINE TOUR - SEDONA
Jun. 10 • 7am - 8pm • Open to all • $250
Includes luxury limo bus transportation while
visiting 3-4 vineyards, wine tastings, and 
individual charcuterie board lunch. 

LEGOLAND DISCOVERY CENTER - TEMPE AZ
Jun. 14 • 10am - 3:30pm • Open to all • $40 
each • Learn to build Legos like and expert, 
rides, and 4D movies.  Sign-up by Jun. 7 
Limited to 20 participants

OLD CAVES CRATER HIKE
Jun. 17 • 6am - 6pm • Open to all • $45
Limited to 12 participants • Participants are 
encouraged to bring snacks and water

PHOENIX CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
Jun. 21 • 8am - 1pm • Open to all • $45 each
Explore hands-on interactive exhibits • Sign-up 
by Jun. 14 • Limited to 20 participants

HOT AIR BALLOON RIDE
Jun. 24 • 3:15am-8:30am • R4R Single Airmen 
and Deployed Family Members Only • $30

SEALIFE AQUARIUM - TEMPE AZ
Jun. 28 • 9am - 2:30pm • Open to all • $30 
Features “touch” tanks and a 360 degree 
ocean tunnel.  Sign-up by Jun. 21 • Limited to 
20 participants

Community Commons

 May 2023 3     56fss com

Library
AIRMEN GAMING TOURNAMENT
May 5 • 11am - Noon • Free • Prizes awarded

LITTLE BRUSHES - Baby/Toddler Painting Class
May 6 • 10-11am • Ages six months - 5 yrs. 
old & parent • Free • Mother’s Day-theme

JUNIOR GOLF CLINIC
May 7 • 9-10am • $25 • Sign-up by May 5
Participants learn grip, stance, driving, chip-
ping, putting techniques, and etiquette.

MEMORIAL DAY TOURNAMENT
May 29 • 7:30am Shotgun Start • Register by 
May 26 • Club members - $56 • Nonmembers 
- $61 • Guests - $66 • Includes green fees, 
range ball cart rental, lunch and prizes

Falcon Dunes

MAY COVER to COVER BOOK CLUB
May 11 • 10:30am • Free
Read or listen to “The Midnight Line” by Lee Child

STORYTIME
Each Wednesday • 10am • Ages 18 mos. - 4 yrs.
Kindergarten readiness is the basis for 
everything we do in Storytime.  Join us for 
songs, stories, and crafts! 

TEDDY BEAR STORYTIME
May 8 and 22 • Second and fourth Mondays 
monthly • 6pm • Free • Bring your Teddys to 
our special evening Storytimes!

3-D PRINTING BASICS CLASS
By Appointment • Ages 12 & older • Free

JUNE COVER to COVER BOOK CLUB
Jun. 8 • 10:30am • Free
Read or listen to “Anxious People” by Fredrik 
Backman

AIRMEN WATER WARS
Apr. 17 • 3-4pm • R4R Single Airmen - 
Free • All others - $20 • Water Gun-theme 
professional course and scenarios 

CONCEALED CARRY PERMIT COURSE
May 18 • 5-9:30pm • Sign-up by Apr. 17
Active-duty, 19 yrs. & older • all others, 21 
yrs. & older $70 each - Permit $60 (additional - 
Money Order required).  Sign-up via e-mail at: 
56.CommunityCenter@gmail.com

BALLOONY TUNES
Mon. - Fri. • 8am-4pm • Community Commons,
Mother’s Day is May 14, check-out our large
selection of balloons, balloon bouquets, baskets,
and gifts for every occasion.  Orders will be 
available for pick-up on May 12.  Prices vary. 

Arts & Crafts

PAINT & SIP
May 18 • 5-7pm
Club Five Six
$40 includes all supplies 
Ages 18 & older 
Drinks available for purchase 

PAINT & SIP
Jun. 1 • 5-7pm • Club Five Six
$40 includes all supplies
Ages 18 & older • We’ll paint
a PRIDE inspired canvas.
Drinks available for purchase.
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56th Force Support Squadron

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
(Area Code 623)

Arts and Crafts Center ...............856-6502
Auto Hobby Shop ......................856-6107
Bryant Fitness Center ................856-6241
Bryant Fitness Center Annex .....856-8299
Child Development Center .........856-6338
Club Five Six .............................856-6446
Community Commons ...............856-7152
Falcon Dunes Golf Course .........535-9334
Falcon Dunes Grill .....................856-0004
Family Child Care ......................856-2684
Fighter Country Inn (Lodging) ....856-3941
Fort Tuthill ..........................928-774-8893
G-Force Cafe ..............................856-6446
Hensman Dining Facility ............856-6396
Information, Tickets and Travel ..856-6000
Library .......................................856-7191
Marketing ..................................856-3245
Military & Family Readiness ......856-6550
NAF Human Resources ..............856-7755
Outdoor Recreation ....................856-6267
Saguaro Skies FamCamp ...........856-4891
School Age Programs ................856-7471
Silver Wings Pool ...............602-739-4826
T-Bolt Cafe .................................856-6420
Wood Hobby Shop ....................856-6566
Youth Programs .........................856-7470
Unite Program ...........................856-2472

56fss com

Youth Programs 
FLAG FOOTBALL CLINIC 
Jun. 3 • 9am - Noon • Ages 5(K) • $25 • Sign-up 
online May 8 - Jun. 2 at: parent.afcyp.com 
Call Youth Programs to set-up your
cypbms account • Current immunization record 
and proof of flu shot and sports physical are 
required

School Age Care
SCHOOL AGE CARE PROGRAM REGISTRATION
Ages 5(K)-12 • Youth Programs • Prices based 
on total family income • Register now at: 
militarychildcare.com 
Program includes breakfast, an after-school
snack, transportation (pick-up and drop-off in
front of Youth Programs) to-and-from Luke,
Dreaming Summit, and Heritage Elementary 
schools, and lots of enrichment programs.

Family Child Care
BECOME AN FCC PROVIDER
Spouses of active duty and retired military 
members living on-and off-base, are eligible 
to become licensed Family Child Care (FCC) 
providers.  Providers must be at least 18 yrs.
old, speak, read, and write English, have a high
school diploma/GED, obtain liability insurance, 
and attend trainings.  Call 623-856-2684 or 
e-mail; patricia.mangrum.1@us.af.mil, or visit: 
militarychildcare.com.

YOUTH PROGRAMS (YP) ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
Ages 9-18 • $84 • Register at Youth Programs
Youth Programs is affiliated with the Boys & 
Girls Club of America, 4-H, and the National 
Alliance for Youth Sports.


