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From Fighter to Aggressor:
706th Fighter Squadron redesignated as the 706th Aggressor Squadron

Air Force photograph by Tech. Sgt. Lucretia Cunningham

Lt. Col. Owen “Tatu” Birckett, 706th 
Aggressor Squadron commander, replaces 
the guidon flag during the 926th Wing 
redesignation ceremony for the 706th 
Fighter Squadron to become the 706th 
Aggressor Squadron May 5, 2023, at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev.

Air Force photograph by Tech. Sgt. Lucretia Cunningham

An F-16 aggressor with a 926th OG tail, serves as the backdrop for the 926th Wing redesignation ceremony for the 706th Fighter 
Squadron to become the 706th Aggressor Squadron, May 5, 2023, at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.

by Tech. Sgt. Lucretia Cunningham
Nellis AFB, Nev.

 The 926th Wing’s 706th Fighter 
Squadron was redesignated as the 
706th Aggressor Squadron during a 
ceremony on May 5, 2023, at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev. The redesigna-
tion went into effect May 14.

As Nellis’ third aggressor squad-
ron, the 706th’s mission focuses on 
continuing to know, teach, and rep-
licate fourth-generation aggressor 

air adversaries. The shift in mission 
set allows the 64th and 65th AGRS 
to pursue the next generation of air 
defense and Nellis’ endeavor towards 
becoming the 5th Generation Center 
of Excellence.

Lt. Col. Owen Birckett, 706th AGRS 
commander, retired the 706th FS f lag 
for a new 706th AGRS guidon. During 
the event, the squadron commander 
recognized the redesignation as an-
other milestone in the reserve unit’s 
integration with the 57th and 53rd 

Wings in support of U.S. Warfare 
Center operations at Nellis.

The first part of this integration 
happened more than a year ago when 
706th FS Cyberspace Operations of-
ficers and Cyber Warfare Operations 
Airmen shifted to offensive cyber ops 
with the 57th Information Aggressor 
Squadron.

“These are cyber professionals who 
are testing and exploiting the vul-
nerabilities of our mission systems, 
whether it’s software or hardware, to 

train for the next fight,” Birckett said. 
“The f lying portion of the 706th AGRS 
is just the second part of that integra-
tion plan.”

The 706th AGRS is one of four ag-
gressor squadrons in the U.S. Air Force 
to own fighter aircraft. By the end of this 
year, they’ll receive their fleet of F-16 
Block 30s to accomplish their dedicated 
mission.

“We will continue to challenge our 
future weapons officers and the Combat 
Air Forces with the highest fidelity air 
combat training available by providing 
the most capable and experienced Air-
men we can to Aggressor Nation,” said 
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101 Critical Days of Summer: 
Defending the human weapon system
by Lisa Gonzales
Kirtland AFB, N.M.

 The 101 Critical Days of Summer 
began on Memorial Day weekend and 
continues through Labor Day weekend.

During this timeframe Airmen, and 
Guardians tend to participate more in 
outdoor activities, take time to travel, 
barbecue with friends and explore new 
things over a season that has historically 
come with a higher risk of danger.

This year the Air Force Safety Center 
is reinvigorating the 101 Critical Days of 
Summer with off-duty risk management 
materials created to educate Airmen and 
Guardians on the risks associated with 
summer activities. This year’s theme 
will be “See Something, Do Something 
… Live to be Lethal”. The use of risk 
management isn’t only for on-duty, but 
belongs in our daily lives to be used to 
defend the Human Weapon System, you, 
from unnecessary threats that could 
result in injury or even death.

Reaching the goal of zero mishaps and 
fatalities begins with every Airman and 
Guardian. Over the past ten summers, 
2013-2022, beginning the Friday before 
Memorial Day through Labor Day there 
have been 134 unnecessary fatalities off 
duty. The top three riskiest activities 
were four-wheeled motor vehicles (47), 
followed by motorcycles (41), and water-
related activities & sports (19). One Air-
man or Guardian lost to a preventable 
mishap is one too many.

Additionally, there is a new trend 
showing a growing number of e-bike 
and e-scooter mishaps. E-scooters and 
e-bikes provide a convenient and easy 
way of getting around in a crowded city, 
they are compact, lightweight, and envi-
ronmentally friendly, but they can also 
be dangerous if not used with the proper 
training and the right personal protec-
tive equipment. Just like any motorized 
vehicle you should always follow the 
manufacturer’s safety guidelines when 
it comes to use and PPE.

facts on their website that drowning is 
the third leading cause of unintentional 
injury death worldwide, accounting 
for seven percent of all injury-related 
deaths. 

Water activities like boating, fish-
ing, and swimming can cool you off, 
but one wrong decision could cost you 
or someone you know anything from 
injury to death. Remember to always 
use a life jacket around the water, don’t 
drink and boat or swim, always keep 
an eye on small children and make sure 
they have life jackets on.

The summer days can become ex-
tremely hot, heat cramps, stroke or 
exhaustion can happen quickly. Be pre-
pared if you spot someone in trouble. 
Get them out of the sun, cool them 
down by applying water, cool air, wet 
sheets or ice on the neck, groin, or 
armpits. Seek medical attention im-
mediately.

Stay hydrated this summer, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
states that an average adult loses about 
two and a half quarts of water each day. 
Water helps your body lubricate and 
cushion joints, protects your spinal cord 
and other sensitive tissues, and gets rid 
of wastes through urination, perspira-
tion, and bowel movements. Drinking 
approximately eight to twelve glasses of 
water throughout the day will help the 
body stay hydrated. If you plan to be 
outside in the sun, consider drinking 
more. Dehydration can happen before 
you know it, if out in the sun know 
the signs, headaches, nausea, dry skin, 
muscle, or joint soreness are just a few.

It is imperative, that Airmen and 
Guardians implement proper off-duty 
risk management in every activity they 
engage in during the 101 CDS and 
beyond.

Go to the Air Force Safety Center’s 
summer webpage for more tips at 
https://www.safety.af.mil/Divisions/
Occupational-Safety-Division/Sum-
mer-Safety/.

Summer is a time to enjoy the warm 
summer days with family and friends, 
not spend time in the emergency room 
or worse, mourning the loss of a loved 
one, friend or co-worker. It is a time 
to be committed toward reducing the 
chance of disaster simply by speaking 
up before it happens.

According to the National Safety 
Council, an average of 17,503 people 
died every summer between 2016 and 
2020 on roadways across the United 
States. Don’t be one of those statis-
tics, prepare for your trip by getting 
your vehicle checked out, plan ahead 
to combat inclement weather and fa-
tigue, and ensure that an emergency 
kit is included with your bags stocked 
with vehicle supplies, extra water, 

food, batteries, and a phone charger.
Motorcycle riders should be 100 per-

cent trained, prepared, and equipped 
with the required skills and proactive 
mindset, to ride safely. In the first four 
months of fiscal year 2023 alone, the De-
partment of the Air Force experienced 
seven motorcycle fatalities. The leading 
cause of those fatalities pointed to the 
lack of risk management, speeding and 
alcohol.

“Enjoy your summer, but do it re-
sponsibly” said William Walkowiak, 
chief of Occupational Safety for the 
DAF. “I challenge each of you to make 
a risk assessment before participating in 
summer activities to prevent or mitigate 
injuries or deaths.”

The World Health Organizations 
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53rd wing tests angry Kitten Pod on MQ-9, 
completes full integrated combat turn in record time

Air Force photograph by Robert Brooks

The 556th Test and Evaluation Squadron completed the first round of MQ-9A 
Reaper ground and flight testing with the Angry Kitten ALQ-167 Electronic 
Countermeasures (ECM) Pod at Creech Air Force Base, Nev., April 10-28, 2023.

Air Force photograph by Robert Brooks

The 556th Test and Evaluation Squadron completed the first round of MQ-9A Reaper ground and flight 
testing with the Angry Kitten ALQ-167 Electronic Countermeasures (ECM) Pod at Creech Air Force Base, 
Nev., April 10-28, 2023.

By 1st Lt. Lindsey Heflin
Creech AFB, Nev.

 The 556th Test and Evaluation Squad-
ron completed the first round of MQ-9A 
Reaper ground and flight testing with 
the Angry Kitten ALQ-167 Electronic 
Countermeasures Pod at Creech Air 
Force Base, Nev., April 10-28, 2023.

The pod provides the MQ-9 elevated 
Electronic Attack (EA) capability against 
relevant ground and airborne threats.  
This capability enhances survivability for 
the Reaper and other friendly forces, and 
complicates adversary planning efforts. 
The test focused on proving the concept 
of conducting EA from the MQ-9 to 
provide operational planners new force 
application options when confronting 
Pacing Challenge threats.

“The goal is to expand the mission 
sets the MQ-9 can accomplish,” said 
Maj. Aaron Aguilar, 556th TES assistant 
director of operations. “The prolifera-
tion and persistence of MQ-9s in theater 
allows us to fill traditional platform 
capability gaps that may be present. Our 
goal is to augment assets that already fill 
this role so they can focus and prioritize 
efforts in areas they are best suited for.”

The Angry Kitten Pod represents the 
beginning of what the 556th TES hopes 

to achieve with the MQ-9 in the 
EA sphere. Through participation 
in future Large Force Exercises 
(LFEs) such as Red Flag 23-3 and 
integrating with the U.S. Air Force 
Weapons School, the squadron 
aims to further develop Tac-
tics, Techniques, and Procedures 
(TTPs) against complex target sets.

“Electronic Attack on the MQ-9 
is a compelling capability,” said Lt. 
Col. Michael Chmielewski, 556th 
TES commander. “15 hours of 
persistent noise integrated with a 
large force package will affect an 
adversary, require them to take 
some form of scalable action to 
honor it, and gets at the heart of 
strategic deterrence.”

Earlier in April, the 556th TES 
also executed a Cold Integrated 
Combat Turn on an MQ-9 aircraft, 
which included simultaneous 
refueling and rearming of four 
Hellfires.

Overall, the event took less than 
25 minutes, a record that crushes 
the standard three-hour typical 
turn time for the MQ-9 and only 
added four minutes to the previ-
ously demonstrated rapid refuel 
procedures that did not include 
weapon reloading.

“The Cold Integrated Combat 
Turn furthers our validation ef-
forts on the MQ-9 agile combat 
employment model and further 
maximizes the MQ-9’s relevancy 
across the continuum of strategic 
competition and the phases of 
combat operations in all theaters 
that require agile operations,” said 
Chmielewski.

Following the successes in 
April, the 556th TES is slated 
to work on multiple tests dur-
ing Northern Edge 2023, a joint 
field training exercise at various 
locations in and around Alaska, 
beginning May 4, 2023.
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101 Critical Days of Summer: 
Defending the human weapon system
by Lisa Gonzales
Kirtland AFB, N.M.

 The 101 Critical Days of Summer 
began on Memorial Day weekend and 
continues through Labor Day weekend.

During this timeframe Airmen, and 
Guardians tend to participate more in 
outdoor activities, take time to travel, 
barbecue with friends and explore new 
things over a season that has historically 
come with a higher risk of danger.

This year the Air Force Safety Center 
is reinvigorating the 101 Critical Days of 
Summer with off-duty risk management 
materials created to educate Airmen and 
Guardians on the risks associated with 
summer activities. This year’s theme 
will be “See Something, Do Something 
… Live to be Lethal”. The use of risk 
management isn’t only for on-duty, but 
belongs in our daily lives to be used to 
defend the Human Weapon System, you, 
from unnecessary threats that could 
result in injury or even death.

Reaching the goal of zero mishaps and 
fatalities begins with every Airman and 
Guardian. Over the past ten summers, 
2013-2022, beginning the Friday before 
Memorial Day through Labor Day there 
have been 134 unnecessary fatalities off 
duty. The top three riskiest activities 
were four-wheeled motor vehicles (47), 
followed by motorcycles (41), and water-
related activities & sports (19). One Air-
man or Guardian lost to a preventable 
mishap is one too many.

Additionally, there is a new trend 
showing a growing number of e-bike 
and e-scooter mishaps. E-scooters and 
e-bikes provide a convenient and easy 
way of getting around in a crowded city, 
they are compact, lightweight, and envi-
ronmentally friendly, but they can also 
be dangerous if not used with the proper 
training and the right personal protec-
tive equipment. Just like any motorized 
vehicle you should always follow the 
manufacturer’s safety guidelines when 
it comes to use and PPE.

facts on their website that drowning is 
the third leading cause of unintentional 
injury death worldwide, accounting 
for seven percent of all injury-related 
deaths. 

Water activities like boating, fish-
ing, and swimming can cool you off, 
but one wrong decision could cost you 
or someone you know anything from 
injury to death. Remember to always 
use a life jacket around the water, don’t 
drink and boat or swim, always keep 
an eye on small children and make sure 
they have life jackets on.

The summer days can become ex-
tremely hot, heat cramps, stroke or 
exhaustion can happen quickly. Be pre-
pared if you spot someone in trouble. 
Get them out of the sun, cool them 
down by applying water, cool air, wet 
sheets or ice on the neck, groin, or 
armpits. Seek medical attention im-
mediately.

Stay hydrated this summer, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
states that an average adult loses about 
two and a half quarts of water each day. 
Water helps your body lubricate and 
cushion joints, protects your spinal cord 
and other sensitive tissues, and gets rid 
of wastes through urination, perspira-
tion, and bowel movements. Drinking 
approximately eight to twelve glasses of 
water throughout the day will help the 
body stay hydrated. If you plan to be 
outside in the sun, consider drinking 
more. Dehydration can happen before 
you know it, if out in the sun know 
the signs, headaches, nausea, dry skin, 
muscle, or joint soreness are just a few.

It is imperative, that Airmen and 
Guardians implement proper off-duty 
risk management in every activity they 
engage in during the 101 CDS and 
beyond.

Go to the Air Force Safety Center’s 
summer webpage for more tips at 
https://www.safety.af.mil/Divisions/
Occupational-Safety-Division/Sum-
mer-Safety/.

Summer is a time to enjoy the warm 
summer days with family and friends, 
not spend time in the emergency room 
or worse, mourning the loss of a loved 
one, friend or co-worker. It is a time 
to be committed toward reducing the 
chance of disaster simply by speaking 
up before it happens.

According to the National Safety 
Council, an average of 17,503 people 
died every summer between 2016 and 
2020 on roadways across the United 
States. Don’t be one of those statis-
tics, prepare for your trip by getting 
your vehicle checked out, plan ahead 
to combat inclement weather and fa-
tigue, and ensure that an emergency 
kit is included with your bags stocked 
with vehicle supplies, extra water, 

food, batteries, and a phone charger.
Motorcycle riders should be 100 per-

cent trained, prepared, and equipped 
with the required skills and proactive 
mindset, to ride safely. In the first four 
months of fiscal year 2023 alone, the De-
partment of the Air Force experienced 
seven motorcycle fatalities. The leading 
cause of those fatalities pointed to the 
lack of risk management, speeding and 
alcohol.

“Enjoy your summer, but do it re-
sponsibly” said William Walkowiak, 
chief of Occupational Safety for the 
DAF. “I challenge each of you to make 
a risk assessment before participating in 
summer activities to prevent or mitigate 
injuries or deaths.”

The World Health Organizations 
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53rd wing tests angry Kitten Pod on MQ-9, 
completes full integrated combat turn in record time

Air Force photograph by Robert Brooks

The 556th Test and Evaluation Squadron completed the first round of MQ-9A 
Reaper ground and flight testing with the Angry Kitten ALQ-167 Electronic 
Countermeasures (ECM) Pod at Creech Air Force Base, Nev., April 10-28, 2023.

Air Force photograph by Robert Brooks

The 556th Test and Evaluation Squadron completed the first round of MQ-9A Reaper ground and flight 
testing with the Angry Kitten ALQ-167 Electronic Countermeasures (ECM) Pod at Creech Air Force Base, 
Nev., April 10-28, 2023.

By 1st Lt. Lindsey Heflin
Creech AFB, Nev.

 The 556th Test and Evaluation Squad-
ron completed the first round of MQ-9A 
Reaper ground and flight testing with 
the Angry Kitten ALQ-167 Electronic 
Countermeasures Pod at Creech Air 
Force Base, Nev., April 10-28, 2023.

The pod provides the MQ-9 elevated 
Electronic Attack (EA) capability against 
relevant ground and airborne threats.  
This capability enhances survivability for 
the Reaper and other friendly forces, and 
complicates adversary planning efforts. 
The test focused on proving the concept 
of conducting EA from the MQ-9 to 
provide operational planners new force 
application options when confronting 
Pacing Challenge threats.

“The goal is to expand the mission 
sets the MQ-9 can accomplish,” said 
Maj. Aaron Aguilar, 556th TES assistant 
director of operations. “The prolifera-
tion and persistence of MQ-9s in theater 
allows us to fill traditional platform 
capability gaps that may be present. Our 
goal is to augment assets that already fill 
this role so they can focus and prioritize 
efforts in areas they are best suited for.”

The Angry Kitten Pod represents the 
beginning of what the 556th TES hopes 

to achieve with the MQ-9 in the 
EA sphere. Through participation 
in future Large Force Exercises 
(LFEs) such as Red Flag 23-3 and 
integrating with the U.S. Air Force 
Weapons School, the squadron 
aims to further develop Tac-
tics, Techniques, and Procedures 
(TTPs) against complex target sets.

“Electronic Attack on the MQ-9 
is a compelling capability,” said Lt. 
Col. Michael Chmielewski, 556th 
TES commander. “15 hours of 
persistent noise integrated with a 
large force package will affect an 
adversary, require them to take 
some form of scalable action to 
honor it, and gets at the heart of 
strategic deterrence.”

Earlier in April, the 556th TES 
also executed a Cold Integrated 
Combat Turn on an MQ-9 aircraft, 
which included simultaneous 
refueling and rearming of four 
Hellfires.

Overall, the event took less than 
25 minutes, a record that crushes 
the standard three-hour typical 
turn time for the MQ-9 and only 
added four minutes to the previ-
ously demonstrated rapid refuel 
procedures that did not include 
weapon reloading.

“The Cold Integrated Combat 
Turn furthers our validation ef-
forts on the MQ-9 agile combat 
employment model and further 
maximizes the MQ-9’s relevancy 
across the continuum of strategic 
competition and the phases of 
combat operations in all theaters 
that require agile operations,” said 
Chmielewski.

Following the successes in 
April, the 556th TES is slated 
to work on multiple tests dur-
ing Northern Edge 2023, a joint 
field training exercise at various 
locations in and around Alaska, 
beginning May 4, 2023.
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800th RED HORSE Group 
Change of Command

Maj. Gen. Michael Koscheski, 
left, 15th Air Force commander, 
p a s s e s  t h e  8 0 0 t h  R a p i d 
Engineering Deployable Heavy 
Operations Repair Squadron 
Engineer Group (RED HORSE) 
Group (RHG) guidon to Col. 
Andrew Cullen, during a change 
of command ceremony on Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev., May 16, 
2023.

Air Force photographs by Airman 1st Class Jordan McCoy

Nellis Airmen attend the 800th Rapid Engineering Deployable Heavy Operations 
Repair Squadron Engineer (RED HORSE) Group change of command at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev., May 16, 2023. As a group, the 800th RED HORSE Group will 
continue to provide multi-capable Airmen in garrison and deployed environments.

Maj. Gen. Michael Koscheski, 
left, 15th Air Force commander, 
accepts the 800th Rapid 
Engine er ing D eployable 
Heav y Operations Repair 
Squadron Engine er  R ED 
HORSE Group (RHG) guidon 
from Col. Matthew Welling, the 
outgoing RHG commander, 
during a change of command 
ceremony at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., May 16, 2023. The 
800th RHG provides the Air 
Force with a highly mobile civil 
engineering response force 
to support contingency and 
special operations worldwide.
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AF Battle Lab supports cross-service airspace/fires management field experiment

Air Force photograph

The 805th Combat Training Squadron, also known as the Shadow Operations Center — Nellis, Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., hosted Field 
Experiment 1, or FX-1, to increase efficiency in airspace management and joint fires integrations between Army and Air Force Tactical 
Command and Control, or TAC C2, units through automation of information flow between multiple disparate systems on April 19, 2023.

The 805th Combat Training Squad-
ron, also known as the Shadow Opera-
tions Center — Nellis, Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., hosted Field Experiment 1, 
or FX-1, to increase efficiency in airspace 
management and joint fires integrations 
between U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force 
Tactical Command and Control, or TAC 
C2, units through automation of infor-
mation flow between multiple disparate 
systems. 

Using the Airspace Total Aware-
ness for Rapid Tactical Execution, or 
ASTARTE, software, air and surface 
fires were tasked and deconflicted faster, 
directly leading to increased effective-
ness within the joint operations area.  
The Army Joint Air Ground Integration 
Cell and Control Reporting Center per-
sonnel served as the TAC C2 agencies 
sharing control of airspace that consisted 
of Nevada Test and Training Range, or 
NTTR, China Lake, and Utah Test and 
Training Range.

The Field Experiment 1 included cur-
rently fielded C2 systems within the Air 
Force and Army inventory: Battlespace 
Command and Control Center, or BC3, 
Air and Missile Defense Workstation, 
Advanced Field Artillery Tactical Dis- ____ See experimeNt, on Page 8

tribution System, Joint All Domain 
Operations Control System, Theater 
Battle Management Control System, and 
Tactical Airspace Integration System.  
Additionally, the ShOC-N was able to 

receive the live NTTR Link-16 feed via a 
joint range extension and combine it with 
Modern Air Combat Environment, or 
MACE, constructive entities to provide 
ASTARTE and fielded C2 systems with 

a live over constructive scenario using 
the Red Flag 23-2 exercise air picture and 
MACE-produced land-based division 
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800th RED HORSE Group 
Change of Command

Maj. Gen. Michael Koscheski, 
left, 15th Air Force commander, 
p a s s e s  t h e  8 0 0 t h  R a p i d 
Engineering Deployable Heavy 
Operations Repair Squadron 
Engineer Group (RED HORSE) 
Group (RHG) guidon to Col. 
Andrew Cullen, during a change 
of command ceremony on Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev., May 16, 
2023.

Air Force photographs by Airman 1st Class Jordan McCoy

Nellis Airmen attend the 800th Rapid Engineering Deployable Heavy Operations 
Repair Squadron Engineer (RED HORSE) Group change of command at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev., May 16, 2023. As a group, the 800th RED HORSE Group will 
continue to provide multi-capable Airmen in garrison and deployed environments.

Maj. Gen. Michael Koscheski, 
left, 15th Air Force commander, 
accepts the 800th Rapid 
Engine er ing D eployable 
Heav y Operations Repair 
Squadron Engine er  R ED 
HORSE Group (RHG) guidon 
from Col. Matthew Welling, the 
outgoing RHG commander, 
during a change of command 
ceremony at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., May 16, 2023. The 
800th RHG provides the Air 
Force with a highly mobile civil 
engineering response force 
to support contingency and 
special operations worldwide.
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AF Battle Lab supports cross-service airspace/fires management field experiment

Air Force photograph

The 805th Combat Training Squadron, also known as the Shadow Operations Center — Nellis, Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., hosted Field 
Experiment 1, or FX-1, to increase efficiency in airspace management and joint fires integrations between Army and Air Force Tactical 
Command and Control, or TAC C2, units through automation of information flow between multiple disparate systems on April 19, 2023.

The 805th Combat Training Squad-
ron, also known as the Shadow Opera-
tions Center — Nellis, Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., hosted Field Experiment 1, 
or FX-1, to increase efficiency in airspace 
management and joint fires integrations 
between U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force 
Tactical Command and Control, or TAC 
C2, units through automation of infor-
mation flow between multiple disparate 
systems. 

Using the Airspace Total Aware-
ness for Rapid Tactical Execution, or 
ASTARTE, software, air and surface 
fires were tasked and deconflicted faster, 
directly leading to increased effective-
ness within the joint operations area.  
The Army Joint Air Ground Integration 
Cell and Control Reporting Center per-
sonnel served as the TAC C2 agencies 
sharing control of airspace that consisted 
of Nevada Test and Training Range, or 
NTTR, China Lake, and Utah Test and 
Training Range.

The Field Experiment 1 included cur-
rently fielded C2 systems within the Air 
Force and Army inventory: Battlespace 
Command and Control Center, or BC3, 
Air and Missile Defense Workstation, 
Advanced Field Artillery Tactical Dis- ____ See experimeNt, on Page 8

tribution System, Joint All Domain 
Operations Control System, Theater 
Battle Management Control System, and 
Tactical Airspace Integration System.  
Additionally, the ShOC-N was able to 

receive the live NTTR Link-16 feed via a 
joint range extension and combine it with 
Modern Air Combat Environment, or 
MACE, constructive entities to provide 
ASTARTE and fielded C2 systems with 

a live over constructive scenario using 
the Red Flag 23-2 exercise air picture and 
MACE-produced land-based division 
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Nellis Honor Guard presents the colors during the opening ceremony for the retirement of both SSeneca, a retired 99th Security Forces 
Squadron military working dog, and SSamuel, a retired 432nd SFS MWD, at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., May 12, 2023. Security Forces 
Squadrons provide flight line security, police services, antiterrorism and force protection for the base.

Maj. Andrew York, 99th Security Forces Squadron (SFS) commander, left, and Staff Sgt. 
Sirmann Toliver, 99th SFS military working dog handler, holds the attention of SSeneca, a 
retired 99th SFS MWD, during her retirement at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., May 12, 2023. 
Security Forces specialists and their MWD counterparts go through extensive training in 
law enforcement and combat tactics to protect bases.

Tech. Sgt. Albert Middleton, 99th Security Forces 
Squadron Kennel Master, switches the Military Working 
Dog collar for a civilian collar on SSeneca, a retired 99th 
SFS MWD, during her retirement at Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nev., May 12, 2023. MWDs are used by the security forces 
and other agencies to assist with searches to detect 
drugs and bombs, directly contributing to lethality and 
readiness of our installations and resources.

Maj. Keil Luber, left, 432nd Security Forces Squadron commander assigned to Creech Air Force Base, Nev., and Tech. 
Sgt. Albert Middleton, 99th Security Forces Kennel Master, pose for a picture after Luber presented SSamuel, a now 
retired 432nd SFS military working dog, with a service award during his retirement at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., May 
12, 2023. SSamuel retired with SSeneca, his sister and fellow MWD from Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., on the same day. 

Maj. Andrew York, 99th Security Forces Squadron commander, left, and Staff Sgt. 
Sirmann Toliver, 99th SFS military working dog handler, pose for a picture after York 
presented SSeneca, a now retired 99th SFS MWD, with a service award during her 
retirement at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., May 12, 2023. 

SSamuel, a retired 432nd Security Forces Squadron military 
working dog from Creech Air Force Base, Nev., lays down 
during the final proceedings of his retirement at Nellis AFB, 
Nev., May 12, 2023. Security Forces specialists and their 
MWD counterparts go through extensive training in law 
enforcement and combat tactics to protect bases.

SSeneca, a retired 99th Security Forces Squadron military 
working dog, licks U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Sirmann Toliver, 
99th SFS MWD handler, after her retirement at Nellis Air 
Force Base, Nev., May 12, 2023. The poem Guardians of the 
Night was read during the ceremony and serves as an oath 
for both the dogs and handlers to keep each other safe. 

Air Force photographs by Senior Airman Josey Blades

SSeneca, a retired 99th Security Forces Squadron military working dog, chews on a bite sleeve after her 
retirement and final bite at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., May 12, 2023. MWDs are used by the security forces 
and other agencies to assist with searches to detect drugs and bombs, directly contributing to lethality 
and readiness of our installations and resources.

SSamuel and SSeneca retire from their duties as military working dogs
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Air Force photograph by Tech. Sgt. Lucretia Cunningham

Lt. Col. Owen “Tatu” Birckett, 706th Aggressor Squadron commander, 
speaks during the 926th Wing redesignation ceremony for the 706th Fighter 
Squadron to become the 706th Aggressor Squadron May 5, 2023, at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev.

Col. Sean Rassas, 926th Wing 
commander.

The 706th Fighter Squadron’s 
f lying operations moved from 
New Orleans Naval Air Station 
to Nellis Air Force Base in 2007 
and is assigned to the 926th 
Operations Group.

For 16 years, the 706th has 
been fully integrated into ap-
prox imately 20 ac t ive-dut y 
units at the instal lation and 
performs cohesive missions 
like Aircrew Flight Equipment, 

operations support, intelligence 
and aviation resource manage-
ment.

They a lso perform opera-
tions test and evaluation and 
tactics development with the 
57th Wing at Nellis and the 53rd 
Wing at Eglin Air Force Base, 
Fla., for aircraft including the 
F-16 Fighting Falcon, F-22 Rap-
tor and A-10 Thunderbolt II.

“Reser v ist s  have pla nted 
roots in the Las Vegas com-
munity and will continue to 
support this mission long into 
the future,” said Rassas.

experimeNt, from Page 5  ________

fires elements and red enemy land/air entities.
The ASTARTE prototype is under devel-

opment by Raytheon Missiles & Defense, 
managed by the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency, or DARPA. The ASTARTE 
system consists of software microservices 
and algorithmic functions that can ingest an 
Airspace Control Order, Air Tasking Order, 
Joint Range Extension Applications Protocol-
C, and dynamic airspaces input by a Tactical 
Air Integration System operator with BC3 
airspace integration.  ASTARTE’s algorithms 
examine all these data points to project a 
holistic mission environment.  During opera-
tions when an airspace conflict  is identified, 
ASTARTE provides recommended means to 
resolve it based on the commander’s priorities. 
ASTARTE provides courses of action for the 
operator to take to resolve the conflict. These 
courses of actions are rank ordered and enable 
the operator to see the cause of the conflict and 
potential actions to resolve it.

Planning and coordination for this experi-
ment began with the Army Mission Command 
Battle Lab, or MCBL, sending personnel to the 
ShOC-N to coordinate equipment integra-
tion and experimentation objectives.  Army 
and Air Force personnel worked together to 
identify experimentation objectives to demon-
strate joint airspace management capabilities 
and to identify future system integration tasks.

As the experiment got closer, ShOC leader-
ship garnered 728th Battle Management Con-
trol Squadron personnel to man the CRC and 
utilize BC3 and ASTARTE next to each other 
for compare/contrast/integration purposes.

Critical Air Force development objectives 
were identified during the event, including in-
creased Air Force air battle management par-
ticipation in ASTARTE development sprint 
cycles, improved integration with BC3 to 
enable Hi-Density Airspace Control Zone, or 
HIDACZ, and other high-density air domain 
management operations, and further Link-16 
integration to pull fuel, weapons status, and 
current mission information from the Precise 
Position Location Information that many air 
assets are capable of producing.

ShOC-N personnel are already working 
with DARPA and MCBL teams defining re-
quirements for Field Experiment 2 to ensure 
that the appropriate infrastructure is in place 
to support further experimentation.

“We are at an exciting point in the life of 
a DARPA program,” said Dr. Mary Schurgot, 
DARPA ASTARTE program manager. “We 
have progressed from initial program con-
cept to having prototype software reasoning 
over live data feeds providing a much-needed 
capability.  Our recent engagement at ShOC-
N provided invaluable feedback on system 
functionality and performance.  We’re looking 
forward to continued collaboration with op-
erational partners during future experiments.”
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St. Jude patient Brinley,
blood cancer

After Brinley was referred to St. Jude, her care team went to work, 
creating an innovative strategy tailored specifically to her needs. “They 
really worked together in optimizing what was the best for her,” Brinley’s 
mom said. When you donate to St. Jude, you’re supporting the research 
hospital that has helped push the overall childhood cancer survival  
rate from 20% to more than 80%. And  we won’t stop until no child  
dies from cancer. Today, this energetic young girl is finished  
with treatment and dreams of becoming a children’s doctor.

Help kids like Brinley  
get the care they deserve.

Learn more at stjude.org
©2020 ALSAC St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital  (MD-194)
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and Air Force personnel worked together to 
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utilize BC3 and ASTARTE next to each other 
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www.pediatricdentalcareassociates.com  •  6365 Simmons St., Suite 100  •  North Las Vegas  •  Located at the SW corner of Aliante and Centennial Parkway

Specializing in dentistry for children of all ages, including those with special needs.

Most insurances accepted.
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Special ServiceS 
• Nitrous Oxide 

• Sedation  
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ONLINE: walkerfurniture.com
EMAIL:    submissions@walkerfurniture.com

MAIL:     Locations listed below

Nominations will be accepted 
now thru July 8th- 2023. 

The final 12 Local Heroes will be 
notified the week of July 10th

HERE’S HOW TO
NOMINATE A HERO!

LAS VEGAS, NV
702.645.1200

301 S. Martin Luther King Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89106
671 Marks St., Henderson, NV 89014

At Walker Furniture, we strive to honor the men and 
women who serve our country. Our program helps 
Clark County active duty military personnel and 
veterans needing specialized furniture. Walker will 
help 12 local heroes by donating everything from lift 
chairs, adjustable beds, mattresses and other 
furniture to make their day to day lives a little easier. 
We partner with American Legion, Paradise Post 
149 who assist us by reading the letters and 
verifying the needs of the recipients. We also 
partner with other local organizations like the Las 
Vegas Rescue Mission who offer food and services 
to the recipients. A huge thank you to the Road Kill 
Grill for providing food for the veterans and their 
families at a special even held to honor them for 
their service.

Phone: 702.384.9300 • Shop 24/7 @walkerfurniture.com
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Abigayle, SFC, U.S. Army National Guard

Finding cures.
Saving children.®
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital® 

800-822-6344 • stjude.org

Welcome home, 
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described will be forfeited. All information (including, but not limited to current or future views from 
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artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to 
change, availability or delay without notice and may vary by home plan selected. No offer to sell or 
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Ask us, your local Las Vegas 
Insurance Agents, about Medicare!
Darin is a disabled veteran, who retired in 2010 after serving for 22 years. He uses 
the veteran healthcare system and understands how veteran insurance can go 
hand-in-hand with Medicare. His wife, Ronilin, can relate to veteran spouses and 
guide them with their Medicare choices.

Give us a call today!

702-277-4753 (TTY: 711)
Monday – Friday 8 AM – 5 PM

Darin and Ronilin Weidauer
8524 Del Webb Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89134
darinweidauer@ecos.care
www.EcosMedicareSolutions.com

By calling the number, you will be directed to licensed insurance agent. We do not offer every plan available in your 
area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 
1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options. MULTIPLAN_AGAMO202259_M.   56289_060822_MK.

Some Medicare Advantage plans may compliment your VA, Tricare for 
Life and Champ VA benefits, save you money, and offer:

• Part B premium reduction that
gives you back $100 in Social
Security monthly

• Dental
• Gym Membership

• Over-the-Counter Products
• Worldwide Benefits
• Second Opinions
• Hearing
• Vision
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MILITARY MEMBERS

Military Discounts

• Reserve & Retired
• Active & Guard

• Flexible payment options
Call 702-643-0057, or visit us at  
3315 W. Craig Rd. 

•Auto
•Home
•Motorcycle
•Boat

North Las Vegas
Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle and ATV 
coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through non-affiliated 
insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine 
Insurance Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a  
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2023. © 2023 GEICO

JULIO CARRILLO 
R E A L T O R ®  |  S . 0 1 8 2 4 2 5 L L C

702-321-5893 julio@juliocarrillo.realestate www.juliocarrillo.realestate

-BUYING 
-SELLING 

-INVESTING
   -RELOCATING
-FORECLOSURE
-FORBEARANCE

-RENTING 

United Realty Group |     2389 Renaissance Dr. Ste C |    Las Vegas NV 89119 |  Office:  702-331-7870

I CAN HELP! 

2 & 3 Bedroom Apartment Homes • 642-0140
• Only 6 miles from Gate • Pet Friendly
• Fireplaces  • Washer & Dryers
• Non-Smoking Units* • Reduced Rates for Military

Swimming Pool, Spa, Fitness Center, Club House, 
Covered Parking, Tot Lot, Vaulted Ceilings, 

Quiet Residential Neighborhoods

370 Casa Norte Dr, North Las Vegas, NV
CRAIG RANCH VILLAS

Jeffrey W. Ziegler, D.O.
Board Certified in 

Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine

62 North Pecos Rd., Suite C • Henderson, NV 89074

(702) 433-3355
www.nevadaosteopath.com

Medical and Manipulative Treatment  
for Musculoskeletal Pain and Injury

Experienced Tricare Provider

7175 W. Lake Mead Blvd. Ste. 130 • West exit of US-95 at corner of Rocksprings

11am - 9 pm (Closed Mondays)
Dine In, Take Out, Curbside, Patio, Pet Seating

215 & Durango - Smith’s Shopping Center
7070 N. Durango @ Elkhorn

Featuring Homemade Greek, Italian & Mediterranean 

702-396-0070 • www.marketgrillecafe.com

EXPIRES 07/23/23

10% OFF
with this coupon 

PART107.Academy
Powered by GRADD

Become a FAA Certified 
Commercial Drone Pilot

GET A FULL SERVICE
LISTING FOR1%SELLERS

Full Service MLS • No Hidden Fees
Never Sign a Long Term Contract

YOUR 
LISTING

ON 900+
SITES

More money in 
your pocket than 

Open Door,  
Redfin &  

Offerpad.

OVER 4,000 HOMES SOLD SINCE 2002
COMMISSION REBATES FOR BUYING A HOME IN LAS VEGAS

Obie Broadbent
REALTOR® • S 0197717

(702) 427-6322
ObieSellsVegas@gmail.com

evolverealtynv.com

VETERAN HELPING VETERANS

JDRF is committed to accelerating 
life-changing breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and its complications

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT TREAT

Norton Consulting & Investigations provides 
security and investigative services in Nevada

8275 S. Eastern Ave, Suite 225, LV NV 89123

702-531-1053 • nortonci.com
NV PILB Lic# 633

NCI is a certified Service Disabled Veteran  
and Minority Owned Small Business founded July 1, 2001. 

We are going through a significant 
growth period at this time and are in 
need of full and part time employees.

We have clients though out the Las Vegas area.  
We do armed and unarmed security services.
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Military - Aerospace - Veterans
In Print and Digital

ALWAYS FREE ACCESS!
Frequent Updates — Breaking News — Local • Regional • National 

Your one-stop source of news and information for military, 
 defense industry and aerospace professionals as  

well as aerospace enthusiasts, and military veterans.
We offer our advertisers access to a great market of  

employed, educated professionals with stable incomes.

Phone: 661-945-5634 • Toll free: 877-247-9288  
www.aerotechnews.com  •  www.thinkmilitaryads.com

www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview


