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Kiler, the new Military Working Dog

U.S. Air Force 
Military Work-
ing Dog Kiler, 
assigned to the 
355th Security 
Forces Squadron, 
poses for a photo 
at Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base, 
Arizona, June 15, 
2023. Kiler is a 
Belgian Malinois, 
one of the main 
breeds that the 
DOD had besides 
German shep-
herds and Dutch 
shepherds.

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jhade Herrera 
U.S. Air Force Military Working Dog Kiler, assigned to the 355th Security Forces Squadron, 
plays with his handler at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, June 15, 2023. Kiler was going 
through an evaluation process to measure his bite control.

U.S. Air Force Military Work-
ing Dog Kiler, assigned to the 
355th Security Forces Squad-
ron, observes his handler 
at Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona, June 15, 2023. 
Kiler paid attention for any 
small movements, signals or 
commands from his handler. 

By Airman 1st Class 
JhADe heRReRA

355th Wing Public Affairs

The 355th Security Forces 
Squadron at Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base family has 
gained a new member. 

Kiler, a Belgian Malinois, 
has spent last month under-
going processes for Military 
Working Dog validation and 
certification.

Upon arrival, Kiler was ex-
posed to the desert environ-
ment to ensure he adapts to the 
weather, terrain and elevation. 
Future military working dogs 
are bred at Lackland Air Force 
Base, in San Antonio, Texas, by 
the 341st Training Squadron 
and reared from birth to eight 
weeks, at their state-of-the-art 
facility Military Working Dog 
Center on JBSA-Lackland.

“Our job here is to make sure 
that we get them used to the 
dry weather,” said U.S. Air Force 
Tech. Sgt. Nelson Acosta, 355th 
Security Forces Squadron Ken-
nel master. “The handlers will 
take them out for walks just to 
get their cardio going.”

Once his paws are exposed to 
the terrain, Kiler’s walks turn 
into runs and then rucks.

During this adjustment pe-
riod, MWD’s are also being 
evaluated on their bite, tem-
perament, controlled aggres-
sion, and detection.

“As soon as they get here, 
they go through a process called 
the field of evaluation ques-
tionnaire,” said Acosta. “It’s a 
process that Lackland Air Force 
Base requires.”

As Kiler’s kennel master and 
trainer, Acosta has 75 days to 
complete this report, detailing 
whether Kiler is detecting what 
he is being trained to find.

“He’s really good at detec-
tion,” Acosta said. “We’re work-
ing on his bite development 
but that’s something that could 
improve as long as he has drive.”

Depending on Kiler’s progress 
following the completion of the 
questionnaire, he will then be 
challenged in a real-world sce-
nario in order to be validated.

Once he is validated, the Mis-
sion Support Group commander 

will observe the detection por-
tion of the test in order to cer-
tify his capabilities as a MWD, 
signing off that he is ready to go 
into the field.

“MWD Kiler’s combat ca-
pabilities consist of deterring, 
detecting, and apprehending 
individuals who pose a threat 
to DMAFB,” said U.S. Air Force 
Staff Sgt. Ryan Duggen, 355th 
SFS MWD Kiler’s handler.

Kiler is expected to be vali-
dated and certified soon and will 
become a key member of a force 
multiplier team.

When it comes to SFS, MWDs 
are essential for both defensive 
and offensive operations, detect-
ing substances, explosives, and 
drugs. Keeping these dogs ready 
to rescue and attack enhances 
the team’s readiness and capa-
bilities.
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U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman William Turnbull 
U.S. Air Force Col. Scott Mills, 355th Wing commander, and 355th Force Support Squadron personnel cut a ribbon signifying 
the grand opening of the Desert Inn Kitchen at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, June 28, 2023. 

U.S. Air Force Col. Scott Mills, 355th Wing commander, delivers a speech to 
the attendees for the grand opening of the Rescue and Attack Kitchen at Da-
vis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, June 28, 2023. The Rescue and Attack 
Kitchen was opened on the flightline as a way for maintenance personnel to 
grab a meal without having to travel far.

U.S. Air Force Col. 
Scott Mills, 355th 
Wing commander, 
and U.S. Air Force 
Tech. Sgt. Oceana 
Shipp, 355th Force 
Support Squadron 
services specialist, 
cut the first slice of 
cake at the grand 
opening of the 
Desert Inn Kitchen 
at Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base, 
Arizona, June 29, 
2023. The Desert 
Inn Kitchen was 
placed right next to 
the junior enlisted 
dorms so that the 
Airmen won’t have 
to travel far to re-
ceive healthy food.

Two DFACs re-open after $4.8M renovations
By Staff Sgt.  

ABBeY RieveS
355th Wing Public Affairs 

The 355th Wing reopened the Desert 
Inn dining facility, and Rescue and Attack 
Kitchen, after $4.8 million in renovations 
were completed, June 29, 2023.

“This modernization project will equip the 
base with cutting-edge features that guaran-
tee the highest-quality food, tailored to the 
dietary requirements of our Airmen,” said 
U.S. Air Force Capt. Zachery de los Santos, 
355th Force Support Squadron flight chief. 
“Consequently, our Airmen will be healthy 
and well-nourished, which is crucial for their 
performance and overall well-being.”

Modernizing the DFACs began in 2019, 
after discovering infrastructure failures that 
made the facility unsafe and unsanitary. 

“Thank you to everybody who put time and 
effort into making this happen and making it 
happen right,” said U.S. Air Force Col. Scott 
Mills, 355th Wing commander. “This is the 
nicest flightline kitchen I’ve ever been in and 
that is exactly what these Airmen deserve.”

Air Combat Command teamed up with the 
installation and Mission Support Center to 
achieve this infrastructure modernization.

“This will benefit our Airmen, forces, and 
their families,” said de los Santos. “It will 
guarantee that they are well-fed, healthy, 
and comfortable, which is vital for their per-
formance and well-being. We are thrilled to 
see this project come to fruition and honored 
to be a part of it.”

The new facilities are open for all active 
duty, reserve, retired military, DOD civilians, 
and their families.

— Hours of operation —
Rescue and Attack Kitchen
Monday – Friday hours
Breakfast – 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
Lunch 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Dinner 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Rescue and Attack Grab N’ Go
Monday – Friday 6 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Saturday – Sunday /Holiday Hours
Closed

The Desert Inn DFAC
Monday – Friday hours
Breakfast – 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
Grab N’ Go – 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Lunch – 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Grab N’ Go – 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Dinner – 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Midnight – not available

Saturday – Sunday/ holiday hours
Breakfast – 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.
Grab N’ Go – 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Lunch – 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Grab N’ Go – 1:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Dinner – 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Midnight – Not open
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Courtesy photo
A photo of U.S. Air Force Staff 
Sgt. Kory Wade, who was 
found dead on June 17.

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Nicholas Ross 
The 355th Honor Guard folds the flag during a memorial service for U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Kory 
Wade at the 48th Rescue Squadron, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, June 23, 2023. Wade, a 
medical logistics Airman assigned to the 48th RQS, was found dead June 17, 2023.

U.S. Air Force photo by  
Staff Sgt. Nicholas Ross 

U.S. Air Force Maj. Levi Cass, 
former 48th Rescue Squadron 
commander, speaks at the 
memorial service of Staff Sgt. 
Kory Wade at the 48th RQS, 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, 
Arizona, June 23, 2023. Wade 
was found dead at Roosevelt 
Lake, Ariz., on June 17, after a 
multi-day search and rescue 
operation led by the Gila 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Nicholas Ross 
A plaque honoring Staff Sgt. Kory Wade is on dispay 
during his memorial service at the 48th Rescue Squad-
ron, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, June 23, 
2023. Wade, a medical logistics Airman assigned to 
the 48th RQS, was found dead June 17, 2023. 

DM honors Staff Sgt. Kory Wade
By Staff Sgt.  

NiChoLAS RoSS
355 Wing Public Affairs

Family, friends, and Airmen 
from across the 355th Wing came 
together to pay their respects 
to U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Kory 
Wade at a memorial service June 
23, 2023.

“Kory’s dedication to his job and 
unit were unparalleled, and every 
conversation with him felt like 
you were talking to a close friend 
you have had for years,” said U.S. 
Air Force Maj. Waseem Saed, 48th 
Rescue Squadron commander. 
“His loss leaves a tremendous hole 
within the organization, and he 
will truly be missed by all whom 
knew him.”

Wade was assigned to the 48th 
RQS as a medical material man-
ager.

The ceremony consisted of an 
invocation and prayer from Chap-
lain (Capt.) Jamie Stiffler, 563rd 
Rescue Group chaplain, remarks 
from the former commander of the 
48th RQS, U.S. Air Force Maj. Levi 
Cass, presentation of the flag and 
decoration to the family, roll call, 
Taps, a flyover from the 162nd 
Wing and the rendering of honors.

“Kory’s time with us was far too 
short,” said Cass. “The impact he 
had on so many of us here today 
cannot be overstated. He may be 
gone from our sight but will live 
on in our hearts.”

Wade was found dead at Roos-
evelt Lake, Arizona, on June 17, 
after having gone missing three 
days prior during a training 
exercise.

The 48th RQS trains, equips 
and employs combat-ready para-
rescuemen, combat rescue of-

ficers and supporting personnel 
worldwide in support of U.S. 
national security interests.

Details surrounding Wade’s 
death are still under investiga-
tion.

Family and friends 
gather to honor 
U.S. Air Force 
Staff Sgt. Kory 
Wade during his 
memorial service 
at the 48th Rescue 
Squadron, Davis-
Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona, 
June 23, 2023. 
Wade was from 
Shortsville, New 
York, and entered 
active-duty ser-
vice Nov. 18, 2008.



2 Desert Lightning NewsJuly 2023
www.aerotechnews.com/davis-monthanafb

Facebook.com/DesertLightningNews

U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman William Turnbull 
U.S. Air Force Col. Scott Mills, 355th Wing commander, and 355th Force Support Squadron personnel cut a ribbon signifying 
the grand opening of the Desert Inn Kitchen at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, June 28, 2023. 

U.S. Air Force Col. Scott Mills, 355th Wing commander, delivers a speech to 
the attendees for the grand opening of the Rescue and Attack Kitchen at Da-
vis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, June 28, 2023. The Rescue and Attack 
Kitchen was opened on the flightline as a way for maintenance personnel to 
grab a meal without having to travel far.

U.S. Air Force Col. 
Scott Mills, 355th 
Wing commander, 
and U.S. Air Force 
Tech. Sgt. Oceana 
Shipp, 355th Force 
Support Squadron 
services specialist, 
cut the first slice of 
cake at the grand 
opening of the 
Desert Inn Kitchen 
at Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base, 
Arizona, June 29, 
2023. The Desert 
Inn Kitchen was 
placed right next to 
the junior enlisted 
dorms so that the 
Airmen won’t have 
to travel far to re-
ceive healthy food.

Two DFACs re-open after $4.8M renovations
By Staff Sgt.  

ABBeY RieveS
355th Wing Public Affairs 

The 355th Wing reopened the Desert 
Inn dining facility, and Rescue and Attack 
Kitchen, after $4.8 million in renovations 
were completed, June 29, 2023.

“This modernization project will equip the 
base with cutting-edge features that guaran-
tee the highest-quality food, tailored to the 
dietary requirements of our Airmen,” said 
U.S. Air Force Capt. Zachery de los Santos, 
355th Force Support Squadron flight chief. 
“Consequently, our Airmen will be healthy 
and well-nourished, which is crucial for their 
performance and overall well-being.”

Modernizing the DFACs began in 2019, 
after discovering infrastructure failures that 
made the facility unsafe and unsanitary. 

“Thank you to everybody who put time and 
effort into making this happen and making it 
happen right,” said U.S. Air Force Col. Scott 
Mills, 355th Wing commander. “This is the 
nicest flightline kitchen I’ve ever been in and 
that is exactly what these Airmen deserve.”

Air Combat Command teamed up with the 
installation and Mission Support Center to 
achieve this infrastructure modernization.

“This will benefit our Airmen, forces, and 
their families,” said de los Santos. “It will 
guarantee that they are well-fed, healthy, 
and comfortable, which is vital for their per-
formance and well-being. We are thrilled to 
see this project come to fruition and honored 
to be a part of it.”

The new facilities are open for all active 
duty, reserve, retired military, DOD civilians, 
and their families.

— Hours of operation —
Rescue and Attack Kitchen
Monday – Friday hours
Breakfast – 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
Lunch 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Dinner 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Rescue and Attack Grab N’ Go
Monday – Friday 6 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Saturday – Sunday /Holiday Hours
Closed

The Desert Inn DFAC
Monday – Friday hours
Breakfast – 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
Grab N’ Go – 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Lunch – 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Grab N’ Go – 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Dinner – 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Midnight – not available

Saturday – Sunday/ holiday hours
Breakfast – 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.
Grab N’ Go – 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Lunch – 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Grab N’ Go – 1:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Dinner – 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Midnight – Not open
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Courtesy photo
A photo of U.S. Air Force Staff 
Sgt. Kory Wade, who was 
found dead on June 17.

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Nicholas Ross 
The 355th Honor Guard folds the flag during a memorial service for U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Kory 
Wade at the 48th Rescue Squadron, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, June 23, 2023. Wade, a 
medical logistics Airman assigned to the 48th RQS, was found dead June 17, 2023.

U.S. Air Force photo by  
Staff Sgt. Nicholas Ross 

U.S. Air Force Maj. Levi Cass, 
former 48th Rescue Squadron 
commander, speaks at the 
memorial service of Staff Sgt. 
Kory Wade at the 48th RQS, 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, 
Arizona, June 23, 2023. Wade 
was found dead at Roosevelt 
Lake, Ariz., on June 17, after a 
multi-day search and rescue 
operation led by the Gila 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Nicholas Ross 
A plaque honoring Staff Sgt. Kory Wade is on dispay 
during his memorial service at the 48th Rescue Squad-
ron, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, June 23, 
2023. Wade, a medical logistics Airman assigned to 
the 48th RQS, was found dead June 17, 2023. 

DM honors Staff Sgt. Kory Wade
By Staff Sgt.  

NiChoLAS RoSS
355 Wing Public Affairs

Family, friends, and Airmen 
from across the 355th Wing came 
together to pay their respects 
to U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Kory 
Wade at a memorial service June 
23, 2023.

“Kory’s dedication to his job and 
unit were unparalleled, and every 
conversation with him felt like 
you were talking to a close friend 
you have had for years,” said U.S. 
Air Force Maj. Waseem Saed, 48th 
Rescue Squadron commander. 
“His loss leaves a tremendous hole 
within the organization, and he 
will truly be missed by all whom 
knew him.”

Wade was assigned to the 48th 
RQS as a medical material man-
ager.

The ceremony consisted of an 
invocation and prayer from Chap-
lain (Capt.) Jamie Stiffler, 563rd 
Rescue Group chaplain, remarks 
from the former commander of the 
48th RQS, U.S. Air Force Maj. Levi 
Cass, presentation of the flag and 
decoration to the family, roll call, 
Taps, a flyover from the 162nd 
Wing and the rendering of honors.

“Kory’s time with us was far too 
short,” said Cass. “The impact he 
had on so many of us here today 
cannot be overstated. He may be 
gone from our sight but will live 
on in our hearts.”

Wade was found dead at Roos-
evelt Lake, Arizona, on June 17, 
after having gone missing three 
days prior during a training 
exercise.

The 48th RQS trains, equips 
and employs combat-ready para-
rescuemen, combat rescue of-

ficers and supporting personnel 
worldwide in support of U.S. 
national security interests.

Details surrounding Wade’s 
death are still under investiga-
tion.

Family and friends 
gather to honor 
U.S. Air Force 
Staff Sgt. Kory 
Wade during his 
memorial service 
at the 48th Rescue 
Squadron, Davis-
Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona, 
June 23, 2023. 
Wade was from 
Shortsville, New 
York, and entered 
active-duty ser-
vice Nov. 18, 2008.
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U.S. Air Force photo by Allen Winston 

U.S. Air Force photo by Allen Winston 

U.S. Air Force Graphic by Jim Masie

U.S. Air Force Maj. Kyle 
Konkolics, 71st Special 
Operations Squadron 
safety chief, goes over a 
pre-flight checklist with 
an air crew member May 
10, 2023, at Kirtland Air 
Force Base, New Mexi-
co. Konkolics received 
the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for his heroic role 
in a rescue mission of 
an American hostage in 
Africa in October 2020. 

U.S. Air Force Senior Master Sgt. Chris-
topher Reedy, 71st Special Operations 
Squadron senior enlisted leader, prepares 
for a CV-22 Osprey training sortie May 10, 
2023, at Kirtland Air Force, New Mexico.
Reedy received the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for his heroic role in a rescue mis-
sion of an American hostage in Africa in 
October 2020. The successful operation 
was the longest distance hostage rescue 
conducted during night in the Department 
of Defense history and was completed 
within 48 hours of their initial notification. 

formed above and beyond the call of duty 
while supporting the rescue mission of 
an American hostage who was otherwise 
unreachable by conventional means.

The Distinguished Flying Cross
In response to their extraordinary 

achievements while participating in this 
hostage rescue operation, Konkolics and 
Reedy were presented the Distinguished 
Flying Cross during a ceremony at Kirt-
land AFB Jan. 11.

The DFC is a medal awarded to any 
officer or enlisted person of the United 
States armed forces for heroism or extraor-
dinary achievement while participating in 
aerial flight. The DFC is the fourth-highest 
award given in the military, according to 
the Air Force Personnel Center.

Konkolics said he was honored and 
humbled to receive the medal. “I was just 
doing my job like I always do. It wasn’t just 
me in that aircraft or in that formation of 
airplanes. There was an amazing aircrew 
and team who all did their part to make 
the mission the monumental success it 
was. They equally deserve the same recog-
nition. This Distinguished Flying Cross is 
just as much theirs as it is mine. Without 
them, I would not be receiving this award.”

Reflection
Konkolics looks back fondly at his Air 

Force career and states, “The Air Force is 

a family. These past 20 years have gone 
by quickly, and I have had the privilege of 
working with some of the finest men and 
women in the world. The Air Force is a 
great organization to be a part of, whether 
you are a pilot or cook. We all play our part 
to do something amazing for our nation. 
And those who raise their hand to serve 
are the 1% who keep this nation free.”

Reedy also recalls the choices he made 
at a young age that got him where he 
is today. From a fresh new high school 
graduate to a senior enlisted leader for 

the 71st SOS at Kirtland AFB, Reedy is 
grateful for the career choice he made at 
such a young age.

“The military is a good place to find who 
you are as an individual, establish a solid 
future and make an impact in the world,” 
Reedy said. “I’ve spent the majority of my 
life in the Air Force, at this point, and I 
have a lot to be thankful for because of it. 
The people I serve with are what make it 
worthwhile, and I view them as a second 
family. I will miss their daily presence in 
my life once the ride ends and I retire.”

StoRieS (from Page 4)
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Stories of service: Answering nation’s call
by 

U.S. Space Force 
Public Affairs

KiRTLAND AiR FoRCe BASe, 
N.M. (AFNS) — 

U.S. Air Force Maj. Kyle Konkolics and 
U.S. Air Force Senior Master Sgt. Reedy 
are part of the 58th Special Operations 
Wing, 71st Special Operations Squad-
ron, stationed at Kirtland Air Force Base, 
New Mexico. 

The men had different reasons for 
enlisting, but both say it was a desire to 
serve their nation. They never imagined 
what form that service would take.

In 2020, Konkolics and Reedy were 
members of a joint operation that suc-
cessfully completed a dangerous hostage 
rescue operation.

On Oct. 26, 2020, Philip Walton, a 
27-year-old American, was abducted by 
a group of armed kidnappers in northern 
Nigeria.

Rescue teams were quickly assembled 
as part of a major effort to free Walton 
before his abductors could get far, accord-
ing to ABC News.

Konkolics reflects on his feelings when 
he first was told of the rescue mission.

“With just a few hours from notifica-
tion, the team deployed and met up 

See StoRieS, Page 5

RIGHT: U.S. Air Force Maj. Kyle 
Konkolics, 71st Special Operations 
Squadron safety chief, conducts 
a pre-flight safety check May 10, 
2023, at Kirtland Air Force Base, 
New Mexico.Konkolics received 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
his heroic role in a rescue mission 
of an American hostage in Africa 
in October 2020. The successful 
operation was the longest-distance 
hostage rescue conducted during 
night in Department of Defense his-
tory and was completed within 48 
hours of their initial notification. 

with special operations forces. The team 
knew there was an American being held 
hostage and it was our duty to rescue 
him from his captors. We all were mis-
sion focused and were determined to 
bring him back, putting his well-being 
above our own. Training kicked in and 
we were ready to answer the nation’s 
call.”

Reedy also recalls how he felt when 
notified he would be part of one of the 
crews participating in this rescue mis-
sion.

“I felt privileged and excited to be 
able to execute the mission the CV-
22 [Osprey] was designed for. We all 
trained for this and knew how big of 
a mission this was. I think most of us 
only slept a few hours over a couple 
of days from the time of notification. 
I think mostly because what we knew 
was at stake.”

The New York Times reported in 2020 
that on Oct. 31, 2020, only a few days 
after the American was taken hostage, 
a heroic rescue mission launched dur-
ing the early morning hours, using the 
cover of darkness. Konkolics and Reedy, 
along with the entire joint operations 
team, took off to fly the longest-distance 
nighttime hostage rescue mission in 
U.S. military history.

The rescue mission carried Navy 
SEAL Team Six operators thousands 
of miles into northern Nigeria. The 
SEALs parachuted to the ground, 
killed all but one of the kidnappers, 
and rescued the American hostage. 
The CV-22 pilots were forced to land 
on dangerous terrain in order to exfil-
trate the SEAL Team and the rescued 
hostage.

The operation was a success. The hos-
tage was rescued, six kidnappers were 
killed, there were no American casual-
ties, and all the aircraft returned safely.

Konkolics and Reedy both per-
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Force Base, New Mexi-
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the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for his heroic role 
in a rescue mission of 
an American hostage in 
Africa in October 2020. 
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2023, at Kirtland Air Force, New Mexico.
Reedy received the Distinguished Flying 
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was the longest distance hostage rescue 
conducted during night in the Department 
of Defense history and was completed 
within 48 hours of their initial notification. 
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States armed forces for heroism or extraor-
dinary achievement while participating in 
aerial flight. The DFC is the fourth-highest 
award given in the military, according to 
the Air Force Personnel Center.

Konkolics said he was honored and 
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“The military is a good place to find who 
you are as an individual, establish a solid 
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able to execute the mission the CV-
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U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jhade Herrera 
A firework display during Freedom Fest at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, June 30, 2023. Freedom Fest was held to boost morale leading up to the celebration of Independence day. 

Sophia Rankin 
and the Sound 
perform 
with Chad 
Freedom and 
Redline during 
Freedom 
Fest at Davis-
Monthan Air 
Force Base, 
Arizona, June 
30, 2023. 
They both 
provided live 
entertainment 
held for 
military family 
members in 
celebration of 
Independence 
Day. 

A child plays with an inflatable ball during 
Freedom Fest at Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona, June 30, 2023. Freedom 
Fest was hosted by the 355th Force Sup-
port Squadron. 

Corvettes line up for a car show during Freedom Fest at Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona, June 30, 2023. The ‘Vette Fest’, a corvette parade, displayed a variety of 
Corvettes, the great American sports car.

Children play in a 
bubble pit during 
Freedom Fest at 
Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base, 
Arizona, June 30, 
2023. Freedom 
Fest was a friend 
and family event 
held to watch live 
entertainment and 
fireworks. 

A child watches 
a bubble 
machine during 
Freedom Fest at 
Davis-Monthan 
Air Force 
Base, Arizona, 
June 30, 2023. 
Freedom Fest 
was a parade 
that included 
various activities 
for military kids 
such as a splash 
zone and other 
family-friendly 
water inflatables. 

United Services Automobile Association booth members interact with families during Freedom Fest at Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona, June 30, 2023. USAA was a financial service company providing insurance and banking products exclusively to 
members of the military, veterans, and their families. 

Freedom 
Fest 
celebrates 
Fourth



7July 2023
Facebook.com/DesertLightningNews

6 Photo FeatureDesert Lightning News
www.aerotechnews.com/davis-monthanafb

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jhade Herrera 
A firework display during Freedom Fest at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, June 30, 2023. Freedom Fest was held to boost morale leading up to the celebration of Independence day. 

Sophia Rankin 
and the Sound 
perform 
with Chad 
Freedom and 
Redline during 
Freedom 
Fest at Davis-
Monthan Air 
Force Base, 
Arizona, June 
30, 2023. 
They both 
provided live 
entertainment 
held for 
military family 
members in 
celebration of 
Independence 
Day. 

A child plays with an inflatable ball during 
Freedom Fest at Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona, June 30, 2023. Freedom 
Fest was hosted by the 355th Force Sup-
port Squadron. 

Corvettes line up for a car show during Freedom Fest at Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona, June 30, 2023. The ‘Vette Fest’, a corvette parade, displayed a variety of 
Corvettes, the great American sports car.

Children play in a 
bubble pit during 
Freedom Fest at 
Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base, 
Arizona, June 30, 
2023. Freedom 
Fest was a friend 
and family event 
held to watch live 
entertainment and 
fireworks. 

A child watches 
a bubble 
machine during 
Freedom Fest at 
Davis-Monthan 
Air Force 
Base, Arizona, 
June 30, 2023. 
Freedom Fest 
was a parade 
that included 
various activities 
for military kids 
such as a splash 
zone and other 
family-friendly 
water inflatables. 

United Services Automobile Association booth members interact with families during Freedom Fest at Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona, June 30, 2023. USAA was a financial service company providing insurance and banking products exclusively to 
members of the military, veterans, and their families. 

Freedom 
Fest 
celebrates 
Fourth



8 Desert Lightning NewsJuly 2023
www.aerotechnews.com/davis-monthanafb

Facebook.com/DesertLightningNews

BIoeNvIRoNMeNTAl eNGINeeRING RuNS TeSTS

U.S. Air Force photos by Staff. Sgt. Abbey Rieves 
U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Andrew Ngeno, 355th Operational Medical Readi-
ness Squadron bioenvironmental engineering specialist, assembles radiological 
test equipment at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, June 28, 2028. Ngeno 
was trained to collect data in the event of radiological or nuclear incidents. 

U.S. Air Force Allan Villagram, 355th 
Civil Engineer Squadron water, fuel 
and maintenance specialist, under-
goes a respirator fit test at Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, 
June 28, 2023. Villagram’s respira-
tor prevents transmission from 
microorganisms he may encounter 
doing his job.

U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Aram Talavera, 
355th Operational Medical Readiness Squadron 
bioenvironmental engineering specialist, tests 
water cleanliness at Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona, June 28, 2023. Talavera tested the 
water sample for the pH and chlorine levels in 
the water.
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Remaining resilient: Airman 1st Class Miles Heaney

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Paige Weldon Airman 1st Class Miles 
Heaney, 55th Rescue 
Generation Squadron HH-
60 helicopter crew chief, 
inspects an HH-60G Pave 
Hawk at Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base, Ariz., 
June 1, 2023. As a crew 
chief, Heaney is respon-
sible for the general main-
tenance of the HH-60 and 
launching and recovering 
the helicopter. 

By Airman 1st Class 
PAige WeLDoN
355th Wing Public Affairs

“UP!” U.S. Air Force Air-
man Miles Heaney thought 
to himself, but his body re-
mained in the down position 
pressed against the cold wet 
tiles of the Special Warfare 
Assessment and Selection 
Course training complex at 
Lackland Air Force Base, 
Texas.

Heaney enlisted, March 
1, 2022, with the dreams of 
becoming a pararescueman.

After Basic Military Train-
ing and the Special Warfare 
Candidate Course, Heaney 
completed two days of the 
four-week long selection 
course before being reclassed.

Two months later, Heaney 
packed his belongings and 
left on a flight to Joint Base 
Langley-Eustis, Virginia, 
where he was to become an 
HH-60 helicopter crew chief.

“I felt like I let my broth-
ers, family, recruiter and 
most importantly myself 
down when I dropped out,” 

U.S. Air Force 
Senior 1st Class 
Miles Heaney, 55th 
Rescue Generation 
Squadron HH-60 
helicopter crew 
chief, stands in 
front of an HH-60G 
Pave Hawk at Davis-
Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona, June 
1, 2023. Heaney 
initially enlisted as a 
pararescueman but 
was later reclassed 
to helicopter 
maintenance after 
voluntarily leaving 
the Special Warfare 
Assessment and 
Selection Course. 

said now Airman 1st Class 
Miles Heaney, 55th Rescue 
Generation Squadron HH-
60 crew chief. “I would look 
at myself in the mirror in 
the morning and think, ‘I 
still have a purpose in the 
Air Force,’ even though I 
struggled to see it.”

Knowing his time in spe-
cial warfare had come to an 

end, for now, Heaney was 
hopeful to stay in the rescue 
community somehow.

“Once I found out helicop-
ter maintenance was a part 
of the rescue community I 
put it on my job list immedi-
ately,” said Heaney. “I knew 
that if I couldn’t be a para-
rescueman I at least wanted 
to help support rescue.”

Heaney arrived at Davis-
Monthan, Dec. 29, 2022, 
excited to get his hands dirty 
and aid in ‘ensuring some-
one’s worst day isn’t their 
last.’ As a crew chief, he is 
responsible for the general 
maintenance of the HH-60 
and launching and recover-
ing the helicopter.

“Airman Heaney is a mo-

tivated, hardworking, resil-
ient and an all-around very 
positive person,” said U.S. 
Air Force Tech. Sgt. Robert 
Foster, 55th RGS HH-60 crew 
chief noncommissioned offi-
cer in charge. “When he first 
got here, it was hard for him 
to fit into the maintenance 
lifestyle, but he hasn’t lost 
the drive he came here with.”

Grateful to still be in the 
rescue community, Heaney 
has excelled as a crew chief 
during his short time at DM, 
but still aspires to become a 
pararescueman in the future.

“I have to go back,” said 
Heaney. “Part of me is still 
there and I need to finish 
what I started.”

Heaney’s window to reen-
ter special warfare opens in 
June 2024, and he is already 
preparing to submit his pack-
age.

Miles Heaney is an excel-
lent example of a resilient 
Airman who has been able 
to remain agile, and hopeful 
for the future of his rescue ca-
reer, even though not every-
thing has gone as planned.
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Base, Arizona, June 
1, 2023. Heaney 
initially enlisted as a 
pararescueman but 
was later reclassed 
to helicopter 
maintenance after 
voluntarily leaving 
the Special Warfare 
Assessment and 
Selection Course. 

said now Airman 1st Class 
Miles Heaney, 55th Rescue 
Generation Squadron HH-
60 crew chief. “I would look 
at myself in the mirror in 
the morning and think, ‘I 
still have a purpose in the 
Air Force,’ even though I 
struggled to see it.”

Knowing his time in spe-
cial warfare had come to an 

end, for now, Heaney was 
hopeful to stay in the rescue 
community somehow.

“Once I found out helicop-
ter maintenance was a part 
of the rescue community I 
put it on my job list immedi-
ately,” said Heaney. “I knew 
that if I couldn’t be a para-
rescueman I at least wanted 
to help support rescue.”

Heaney arrived at Davis-
Monthan, Dec. 29, 2022, 
excited to get his hands dirty 
and aid in ‘ensuring some-
one’s worst day isn’t their 
last.’ As a crew chief, he is 
responsible for the general 
maintenance of the HH-60 
and launching and recover-
ing the helicopter.

“Airman Heaney is a mo-

tivated, hardworking, resil-
ient and an all-around very 
positive person,” said U.S. 
Air Force Tech. Sgt. Robert 
Foster, 55th RGS HH-60 crew 
chief noncommissioned offi-
cer in charge. “When he first 
got here, it was hard for him 
to fit into the maintenance 
lifestyle, but he hasn’t lost 
the drive he came here with.”

Grateful to still be in the 
rescue community, Heaney 
has excelled as a crew chief 
during his short time at DM, 
but still aspires to become a 
pararescueman in the future.

“I have to go back,” said 
Heaney. “Part of me is still 
there and I need to finish 
what I started.”

Heaney’s window to reen-
ter special warfare opens in 
June 2024, and he is already 
preparing to submit his pack-
age.

Miles Heaney is an excel-
lent example of a resilient 
Airman who has been able 
to remain agile, and hopeful 
for the future of his rescue ca-
reer, even though not every-
thing has gone as planned.
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Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, originally designated Davis-Monthan Landing Field in 1925, has a rich and 
fascinating history in Arizona. 
Davis-Monthan AFB plays a vital role in the U.S. Air Force. The 355 WG serves as the host unit for DMAFB 
and provides support functions for 34 unique mission partners, to include 12th AF Headquarters, 309th 
Aerospace Maintenance and Regeneration Group, 55th Electronic Combat Group, and the 162nd Arizona Air 
National Guard alert Detachment. 
This special edition, History of Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, will feature historical photographs, stories 
about how the base came to be, all the major milestones in flight reached there, and the men and women 
who did not see limitations – only possibilities.
Your business can join in the celebration of the rich history and future of Davis-Monthan Air Force Base when 
you place your ad in this very special edition, Heritage and History of Davis-Monthan AFB.
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Call our office today at (877) 247-9288 (toll free) or email Sandi at 
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SIZE COLOR RATES
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1/8 page – 3.325” x 5” $226.60
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