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66th Rescue Squadron RQS inactivates at Nellis AFB

The 66th Rescue Squadron inacti-
vated during a ceremony at Nellis Air
Force Base, Nev., June 1, 2023 for the
second time in the unit’s history.

The 66th RQS falls under the 355th
Wing at Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz., but
is located at Nellis.

The inactivation opens up additional
space for a larger fighter presence at
Nellis AFB as it transitions to the Fifth
Generation Center of Excellence.

The 66th RQS was one of six Air
Force active-duty HH-60 combat rescue
units. Their primary mission was to
provide rapidly deployable, expedition-
ary and agile combat search and rescue
in response to contingency operations
worldwide.

The squadron also conducted peace-
time search and rescue in support of the
National Search and Rescue Plan and
the Air Warfare Center and directly
supported the HH-60G Pave Hawk
helicopter logistical and maintenance
support requirements for the U.S. Air
Force Weapons School and Air Combat
Command-directed operational test
missions.

“Our ability to integrate directly with
the combat Air Force here at Nellis and
have direct access to one of the great-
est flying training areas in the country
have both been amazing,” said Lt. Col.
Terry Kostellic, 66th RQS commander.
“Thousands have been removed from
danger on some of the worst days of
their lives because of the actions of
rescue Airmen that have walked these
hallways. To me as an air rescue man,
there is no greater impact.”

The 66th RQS first took to the air as
the 66th Air Rescue Squadron on Nov.
14, 1952, at Royal Air Force Station
Manston, England, flying C-119 “Flying
Boxcar” transports, H-19 “Chickasaw”
helicopters and SA-16 “Albatross” sea-
planes. The 66th ARS was inactivated
on Jan. 18, 1958.

On March 1, 1991, the unit was re-
activated as the now as the 66th RQS,
operating the HH-60G. Over the next
three decades, the 66th RQS deployed in
support of Operations Northern Watch,
Southern Watch, Enduring Freedom,
and Iraqi Freedom.

During Operation Iraqi Freedom, the
Nellis Rescue Team conducted the first

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Megan Estrada
Lt. Col. Terry Kostellic, 66th Rescue Squadron commander, listens to Col. Jose Cabrera, 563rd Rescue Group commander, give an opening
speech during the 66th RQS inactivation ceremony at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., June 1, 2023. The 66th RQS mission was to provide
rapidly deployable, expeditionary and agile combat search and rescue in response to contingency operations worldwide.

combat recovery of a downed fighter
crew by a conventional CSAR unit since
the Vietnam War. Two Silver Stars, five
Bronze Stars and 25 Distinguished Fly-
ing Crosses were awarded to the 66th
RQS aircrew for their heroic actions
during operations in Afghanistan and
Iraq.

“Rescue is a no-fail mission and the
Airmen of the 66th have lived up to
that requirement,” said Chief Master
Sgt. Michael Eberhart, 66th RQS senior

enlisted leader. “Their ability to adapt
to any given situation is rooted in their
heritage and there is no boundary on
the impact they have made with the lives
they have returned to their families over
the years.”

The HH-60G Pave Hawks assigned to
the unit are expected to be divested by
the end of the fiscal year. The intent is
to capitalize on existing expertise and
repurpose some of the active-duty Air-
men and civilian personnel to support

the HH-60W Jolly Green IIs at Nellis
AFB, while the remaining active-duty
personnel will move on to new missions
at other locations.

“As long as the Air Force sends Air-
men into harm’s way, there will always
be a need for combat rescue,” Kostellic
said. “Regardless of what the mission
calls for, rescue will find a way to make it
happen and get those in need to safety.”

—See PHOTO FEATURE, on Pages 6-7
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It’s easier to just say, ‘l don’t drink’

by Senior Airman Nash Truitt
Whiteman AFB, Mo.

“You have to lie.”

“If T told the truth, I could not
work.”

Whether or not you have said any of
the above phrases yourself, everyone
in the military has probably heard
someone say something similar about
their yearly physical/mental health
assessment.

Service members are presented
with many opportunities to identify
drinking problems. In my experience
though, a lot of us are not honest. I
wish I had been honest and gotten the
help I needed before my problem be-
came bad enough to affect my career.

I would go home every night and
drink until I passed out. I knew it was
an issue, but I was hiding how bad it
was. I thought that if I asked for help,
it would affect my job and how people
viewed me.

I felt like I was stuck in a situation
where I couldn’t get a grasp on my
problem, but I also couldn’t speak to
anyone about it.

I was wrong.

Eventually, my drinking problem
reached a point where the decision to
get help was taken out of my hands
entirely.

In the military, we work in a cul-
ture where drinking can be common,
which makes instances of binge drink-
ing more probable.

Over time, I learned that alcohol
use disorders are a lot more common
than some people may realize.

According to the National Survey
on Drug Use and Health an estimated
28 million people ages 18 and above
in the United States suffer from an
alcohol use disorder. Less than 10
percent of those individuals will ever
receive help.

The military is no different in
that we have people who suffer from
alcohol use disorders. Depending
upon which study is reviewed, there
is substantial evidence to support
that we have a larger percentage
of people who suffer from alcohol
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The military has
programs in place
that are designed
to specifically help
us with identifying
problems such
as alcohol use
disorders before
they become more
severe.

use disorders than the general public.

The military has programs in place
that are designed to specifically help
us with identifying problems such
as alcohol use disorders before they
become more severe. Even if the
problems are severe though, those
programs are still there to help any of
us that need them.

Like myself, I am sure many other
people wish they had spoken up about
their problem, and some people are
debating whether they should.

Maybe if T had spoken up, I wouldn’t
have lost a promotion, my rank, or my
job, but more importantly, I would’ve
been a better version of myself again
sooner.

Even if it does not feel like it is a
problem now, you may start to notice
the reasons you or your friends give
to drink, like “celebrating,” “relieving
stress,” or “something to do,” are hap-
pening more often.

My advice is to reflect on what is
going on. Maybe it would be best to
seek help, and there is nothing wrong
with that.

More people struggle with alcohol
use disorders than what a lot of people
realize because it’s easy to write the
problem off compared to other sub-
stance abuse issues.

Desert Lightning News, So. Nevada edition is
published by Aerotech News and Review, a private
firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force.
Contents of Desert Lightning News, So. Nevada edition
are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed
by, Aerotech News and Review, the U.S. government,
the Department of Defense or the Department of the
Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication,
includinginserts and supplements, does not constitute
an endorsement by the Department of Defense, the

It’s important to remember that in
the military we work in an organiza-
tion that does care about our well-
being. Otherwise, programs that help
us get better wouldn’t be available. If
you already have some concerning
patterns or have noticed them start-
ing to form, there are people who can
help, and they are only a phone call
or visit away.

Being honest with yourself or some-
one else, especially when it means you

will have to accept help from others
can be hard. It being uncomfortable
or hard though, should never be the
reason that keeps you from being the
best possible version of yourself.

For substance abuse support and
resources, call the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Admin-
istration’s 24/7 National Helpline
at 1-800-662-HELP (4357) or visit
https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/
national-helpline.
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Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Haley Stevens

An MQ-9 Reaper sits on the flight line at Creech Air Force Base, Nev. The Remotely Piloted Aircraft enterprise is made of Airmen across all career fields to deliver justice to our nation’s

enemies 24/7/365.

432nd performs first iteration of

ACE exercise with MQ-9 Reaper

by Airman 1st Class Victoria Nuzzi
Creech AFB, Nev.

A four-day Agile Combat Employment (ACE) exer-
cise took place at the 432nd Wing/432nd Air Expedi-
tionary Wing from April 11-14, 2023.

ACE is an operational concept intended to ensure
Airmen are ready for contingencies and able to oper-
ate from locations with varying levels of capacity and
support, ensuring Airmen and aircrew are postured
to provide lethal combat power across the spectrum of
military operations.

“A hypothetical real-world would be lifting off from
Misawa, landing in Guam to set up, bringing over a
small group of people, turning the aircraft, and launch-
ing it to the next mission. That way, it would be closer
to the objective that it needs to get to,” said Master
Sgt. Cedric Wilson, the Section Chief for Weapons at
Reaper AMU and Production Super for day shift ACE

operations. “It confuses the enemy as far as where we’re
at exactly and where we are launching from.”

The exercise named Agile Talon, was the first in a
series of MQ-9 Reaper ACE exercises that will take place
on future dates. The exercise tested basic launching,
recovering, and refueling capabilities while operating at
alocation with minimal footprint and equipment. The
exercise also incorporated the use of a Portable Aircraft
Control Station, a device used by maintainers to set up
the aircraft and establish a satellite communications
link before transferring control to the aircrew. The ex-
ercise aimed to test to see if, in a real-world situation,
they could reduce the amount of Airmen needed and
the need for a Ground Control Station for the MQ-9
Reaper.

The MQ-9 took off from Creech and stayed in the
local area. It was piloted by Airmen from the 489th
Attack Squadron stationed at Creech AFB and the 20th
Attack Squadron, a geographically separated unit of

the 432nd Wing located at Whiteman AFB, Mo. The
squadrons acted as both Launch and Recovery Element
and the Mission Control Element, which were previ-
ously separate crews.

The 432nd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron stationed
at Creech AFB, Nev., successfully performed a PACS
Satellite Launch and Recovery with the 489th ATKS
and the 20th ATKS.

“Overall, we would say that the Agile Talon exercise
was successful for the maintenance team,” said Capt.
Taylor Huang, director of operations for the 432nd
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron. “We met our objec-
tives in validating and verifying our ACE manning and
equipment footprint.”

He said by being part of this exercise, his team was
able to highlight and correct technical data deficien-
cies, solidify foundation PACS launch and recovery
procedures, and instill best practices while operating
in a hot climate environment.

CONTACT: Editorial Staff at 334-718-3509  E-Mail: editor@aerotechnews.com
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AMMOS gets new commander during assumption of command at Nellis
)

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Elizabeth Tan
Lt. Col. Christopher Clark gives a speech after assuming the position as My,
commander at the Advanced Maintenance and Munitions Operations School Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Elizabeth Tan
assumption of command ceremony at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., June 8,2023.  Byig. Gen. Richard Goodman, left, passes the guidon to Lt. Col. Christopher Clark during the
Prior to his current position, Lt. Col. Clark was stationed at the Headquarters  Advanced Maintenance and Munitions Operations School assumption of command ceremony
Air Force Material Command, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, as the  at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., June 8, 2023. The symbolic flag indicates all the authority of the
Deputy Director of Staff. incoming commander, who then assumes command.
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Deputy Director of DARPA takes
familiarization flight at Nellis

Air Force photographs by Senior Airman Wyatt Stabler
Rob McHenry, the Deputy Director of the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
(DARPA), left, and Lt. Col. Dustin Sanders, deputy commander of the 422nd Test and
Evaluation Squadron, meet after a familiarization flight at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., May
24,2023. DARPA works closely with service branches to create new strategic opportunities
and novel tactical options in support of the national defense.

Maj. Megan Hainline, left, and Rob McHenry, the Deputy Director of the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), remove their helmets after a flight at
Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., May 24, 2023. DARPA works closely with service branches
to create new strategic opportunities and novel tactical options in support of the
national defense.
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Air Force photograph
An HH-60G Pave Hawk from the 66th Rescue Squadron from Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., sits on the airfield of Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan. The Nellis HH-60G
Pave Hawks were part of a Personnel Recovery Task Force to provide combat search and rescue capabilities during Afghanistan evacuation operations.

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Megan Estrada
Airmen case the 66th Rescue Squadron guidon during an inactivation ceremony at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., June 1,2023. It is military custom to furl and case the guidon of an organization
when its mission has been completed.




Col. Jose Cabrera, left, 563rd Rescue Group commander, and Lt. Col. Terry Kostellic, 66th Rescue Squadron
commander, pass the 66th RQS guidon during an inactivation ceremony at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., June 1,
2023. The ceremony marked the second inactivation in the unit’s history, with the first being in 1958.
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Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Megan Estrada
Airmen from the 563rd Rescue Group gather for the 66th Rescue Squadron
inactivation ceremony at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., June 1, 2023. The
inactivation opens up additional space for a larger fighter presence at
Nellis as it transitions to the Fifth Generation Center of Excellence.

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Megan Estrada
Lt. Col. Terry Kostellic, 66th Rescue Squadron commander, furls the 66th
RQS guidon during an inactivation ceremony at Nellis Air Force Base,
Nev., June 1,2023.Since its reactivation in 1991, the 66th RQS deployed in
support of Operations Desert Strom, Northern Watch, Southern Watch,
Enduring Freedom, and Iraqi Freedom.
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come true

Maj. Aaron Hieronymus, 17th Weapons Squadron weapon systems
officer, left,and Joseph D., a child with the Make-A-Wish foundation,
tour an F-15E Strike Eagle at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., June 2, 2023.

Maj Aaron Hieronymus,
17th Weapons Squadron
weapon systems officer,
tells Joseph D.and his family
about the F-15E Strike Eagle’s
capabilities at Nellis Air Force
Base, Nev., June 2, 2023.

Air Force photographs by Senior Airman Zachary Rufus
Joseph D., a child with the Make-A-Wish foundation, left,and U.S. Air Force
Maj. Aaron Hieronymus, 17th Weapons Squadron weapon systems officer,
are at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., to tour the F-15E on June 2, 2023. A wish
is as important as any treatment or medicine, a wish is a prescription for
hope. The Make-A-Wish Foundation is a nonprofit that fulfills the wishes
of children with a critical illness between the ages of 2 ¥> and 18.

Joseph D. and his family
pose for a group picture
after receiving a tour of
the F-15E Strike Eagle
with the help of Nellis
Airmen and the Make-A-
Wish foundation at Nellis
Air Force Base, Nev.,
June 2, 2023. For more
information on the Make-
A-Wish Foundation, visit
https:wish.org.
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: Featuring Homemade Greek, Italian & Mediterranean | WALKER FURNITURE H ERE S HOW TO
11am - 9 pm (Closed Mondays) | 1
: Dine In, Take Out, Curbside, Patio, Pet Seating | HELP FOR HEROES PROGRAM NOM I NATE A H ERO.
215 & Durango - Smith’s Shopping Center At Walker Furniture, we strive to honor the men and . . .
| 7070 N. Durango @ Elkhorn I women who serve our country. Our program helps Nominations will be accepted
I 7175 W. Lake Mead Blvd. Ste. 130 - West exit of US-95 at corner of Rocksprings I Clark County active duty military personnel and now thru July 8th- 2023,
702-396-0070 - www.marketgrillecafe.com | veterans needing specialized furniture. Walker will . q
——— help 12 local heroes by donating everything from lift The final 12 Local Heroes will be
Jeffrey W. Zlegler, D.O. chairs, adjustable beds, mattresses and other notified the week of July 10t
Board Certifiod i furniture to make their day to day lives a little easier.
Board Certified in o We partner with American Legion, Paradise Post ONLINE: walkerfurniture.com
Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine 149 who assist us by reading the letters and . )
Medical and Manibulative T verifying the needs of the recipients. We also EMAIL: submissions@walkerfurniture.com
edical an anipu atl.ve reatr.nent partner with other local organizations like the Las . )
for Musculoskeletal Pain and Injury Vegas Rescue Mission who offer food and services MAIL: Locations listed below
E A d Tri Provid to the recipients. A huge thank you to the Road Kill
cprddiseee) Ut e riderdfelade Grill for providing food for the veterans and their
62 North Pecos Rd., Suite C ¢ Henderson, NV 89074 families at a special even held to honor them for
their service.
(702) 433-3355 - * ) ¢

www.nevadaosteopath.com e
LAS V &—Las Vegas
1 CAN HELP! e

g, . T
Rescue Mission
-BUYING .

-SELLING
-INVESTING
-RELOCATING
-FORECLOSURE

===AMERICAN

LEGION

A ORDROP OFF YOUR NOMINATION IN PERSON AT YOUR FAVORITE LOCATION
B> 301 S. Martin Luther King Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89106
P— 671 Marks St., Henderson, NV 89014

"Phone: 702.384.9300 o Shop 24/7 @walkerfurniture.com

702-321-5893 julio@juliocarrillo.realestate [ www.juliocarrillo.realestate

United Realty Grou




* AN EXCLUSIVE »
FOR OUR HEROES

U.S. Armed Forces members & veterans, enhance your reward experience at
Yaamava’ Resort & Casino at San Manuel with a Club Serrano Star Card and its new benefits:

i °19

mBUFFET FREE PLAY

FREE PLAY

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE BREAKFAST $10 FREE PLAY $15 FREE PLAY ON JULY 4TH, STAR CARD SLOT TOURNAMENT
OR LUNCH ON WEDNESDAYS EVERY WEDNESDAY VETERANS DAY & MORE —THE 15TH OF EVERY MONTH
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YAAMAVA’ **-
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OTHER BENEFITS INCLUDE:

- 15% discount at Bear Springs Hotel® - Exclusive gift on select dates

- 50% OFF one item at Rock & Brews Merch Shop - $10 Serrano Vista Cafe or The 909 o

Evidence of affiliation required. Sign up for Club Serrano at any Guest Services booth. To see complete list of benefits and detai

Y/ YAAMAVA

AT SAN MANUEL

*
0 ¥ ¥
777 SAN MANUEL BLVD., HIGHLAND, CA 92346 | 888-777-7404 | YAAMAVACOM | @ ®@®@©® i: XX X7

MUST BE 21 OR OVER TO ENTER. PLEASE GAMBLE RESPONSIBLY. 1-800-GAMBLER. Forbes Forbes Forbes




