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U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 
U.S. Air National Guard Maj. David Sproul, 161st Air Refueling Wing instructor pilot, conducts 
preflight procedures, June 23, 2023, at Goldwater ANG Base, Arizona. The 161st Air Refueling 
Wing is the primary provider of air refueling support in the southwestern United States. 

An F-16 Fighting Falcon assigned to the 56th Fighter Wing, 
taxis on the flightline while an F-35 Lightning II takes off over-
head at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, June 23, 2023. Luke is a 
fighter pilot training base dedicated to producing the world’s 
greatest fighter pilots and combat-ready Airmen.

U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Kevin Gimenez, 161st Air Refueling 
Wing boom operator, performs preflight check procedures, 
June 23, 2023, at Goldwater ANG Base, Arizona. Gimenez is a 
boom operator for the KC-135 Stratotanker which has provided 
the Air Force with air refueling capabilities for over 60 years. 

Luke soars during IP War Day
By Airman 1st Class 

ELiAS CARRERo
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The U.S. Air Force’s 56th 
Fighter Wing worked with Ari-
zona Air National Guard and 
United States Marine Corps 
units to launch 52 aircraft 
during the latest Instructor 
Pilot War Day at the Barry 
M. Goldwater Range, Arizona,
June 23, 2023.

The large-force exercise is 
a routine event where mul-
tiple military units stationed in 
Arizona cooperate to simulate 
a large-scale aerial combat 
operation that included pilots 
from Luke Air Force Base, and 
Davis-Monthan AFB, Morris Air 
National Guard Base, Goldwa-
ter ANGB, and Marine Corps 
Air Station Yuma, Arizona.

“The intent of IP War Day is 
to ensure our operators main-
tain the highest level of tactical 
proficiency and our instructor 
pilots are able to distill lessons 
from the LFE into their day-
to-day student training,” said 
U.S Air Force Col. Matthew
Johnston, 56th Operations 
Group commander. “IP War 
Day ensures our Airmen are 
tactically ready and subject 
matter experts in our mission 
to train the world’s greatest 
fighter pilots and combat-ready 
Airmen.”

One such area of training 

the 56th FW focused on during 
this total force exercise was 
the suppression of enemy air 
defense (SEAD).

“SEAD is one of the primary 

roles of the F-35,” said U.S. Air 
Force Capt. Lucas Emerson-
Smith, 62nd Fighter Squad-
ron pilot. “Without SEAD 
the risk to the rest of the 

forces involved in air combat 
would increase drastically. 
By practicing threat assess-

See ip, Page 4



2 July 2023
www.aerotechnews.com/lukeafb

Thunderbolt
http://www.luke.af.milNews

Thunderbolt editorial staff
publisher  ....................................................Aerotech News and Review
Editor ....................................................................................... KC Rawley
Designer .................................................................................Tinna Sellie
Advertising sales ................................................................ 877-247-9288

Luke Air Force Base
Commander.............................................. Brig. Gen. Jason Reuschhoff
Public affairs chief  ...................................................Capt. Chris Herbert

Editorial Information
For past issues of the Thunderbolt, go to 

www.aerotechnews.com/lukeafb/ and click on PDF edition
The Thunderbolt is published by Aerotech News and Review, a private firm in no 

way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 56th 
Fighter Wing, Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. This civilian enterprise Air Force news-
paper is an authorized monthly publication for members of the U.S. military services. 

The 56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs Office prepares all editorial content for the 
Luke Air Force Base website and social media and is the source for articles and 

photos published in the Thunderbolt. The Thunderbolt editor is authorized to use 
photos and articles from other .mil or .gov websites. 

Submission deadline is at noon the 15th day prior to the month of publication. 
Contributions for the Thunderbolt can be made via email to jenna@aerotechnews.
com. The editor can be reached at jenna@aerotechnews.com.

The Thunderbolt uses material from the Armed Forces Information Service, Air 
Force News Service, AETC News Service and other sources. All advertising is han-
dled by Aerotech News and Review. They can be reached by calling 877-247-9288.

Contents of the Thunderbolt are not necessarily the official views of, or en-
dorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense or the Department 
of the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supple-
ments, does not constitute endorsement of the products or services advertised by 
the DOD, the DAF or Aerotech News and Review. Everything advertised in this 
publication shall be made available for purchase, use or patronage without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, 
political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. All 
photographs are Air Force photographs unless otherwise indicated.

PHONE NUMBERS
Airman and Family Readiness Center  ....................  623-856-6550
Airman’s Attic  .........................................................  623-856-6415
Armed Forces Bank  ................................................  623-535-9766
Base Exchange main store  ......................................  623-935-2671
Base taxi  ..................................................................  623-856-6866
Beauty shop  .............................................................  623-536-1897
Chapel  .....................................................................  623-856-6211
Chapel (after duty hours)  ........................................  623-856-5600
Child development center  .......................................  623-856-6338
Clothing sales  ..........................................................  623-856-6310
Club Five Six  ..........................................................  623-856-6446
Command post  ........................................................  623-856-5600
Commissary  ............................................................  623-935-3821
Community center  ...................................................  623-856-7152
Computer IT service desk  .....................................  DSN 945-2900
Crime Stop  ..............................................................  623-856-6666
Dental clinic  ............................................................  623-856-2273
Dermatology  ...........................................................  623-856-2273
Dining hall  ..............................................................  623-856-6396
Dorm management  ..................................................  623-856-7841
Education center  ......................................................  623-856-7722
EMERGENCY ONLY  ............................................................. 911
Equal opportunity  ....................................................  623-856-7711
Eye clinic  ................................................................  623-856-7965
Falcon Dunes Golf Course  ......................................  623-535-9334
Family health clinic  .................................................  623-856-2273
Family housing ........................................................  623-388-3515
Fire station  ..............................................................  623-856-6641
Firestone Car Care  ..................................................  623-271-8104
Fitness center  ..........................................................  623-856-6241
Flight medicine  .......................................................  623-856-2273
Food court  ...............................................................  623-935-2671
Fort Tuthill  ..............................................................  623-856-3401
Fraud, waste and abuse hotline  ...............................  623-856-6149
Hobby shop  .............................................................  623-856-6722
Housing assistance section  ......................................  623-856-7643
Housing facilities section  ........................................  623-856-3007
Housing maintenance  ..............................................  623-935-2676
Identification cards  ..................................................  623-856-7832
Information, tickets and travel  ................................  623-856-6000
Law enforcement desk  ............................................  623-856-5970
Legal assistance  ......................................................  623-856-6901
Library  .....................................................................  623-856-7191
Lodging office/switchboard  ....................................  623-856-3941
Maintenance control center  .....................................  623-856-5469
Marine Corps  ..........................................................  623-856-2417
Marine Corps 24-hour duty desk  ............................  602-421-5806
Marketing  ................................................................  623-856-3245
Medical appointments  .............................................  623-856-2273
Military equal opportunity  ......................................  623-856-7711
Military pay  .............................................................  623-856-7028
Navy Operations Support Center  ............................  602-353-3008
OB/GYN clinic  .......................................................  623-856-2273
Office of Special Investigations  ..............................  623-856-6821
Optometrist  .............................................................  623-856-2273
Orthopedic clinic  .....................................................  623-856-2273
Outdoor recreation  ..................................................  623-856-6267
Pass and registration  ...............................................  623-856-4880
Patient advocate  ......................................................  623-856-8968
Pediatric clinic  ........................................................  623-856-2273
Pharmacy refill call-in  .............................................  623-856-3969
Photo services  .........................................................  623-856-6168
Post Office  ...............................................................  623-935-1343
Public affairs  ...........................................................  623-856-6011
Recycling information  ............................................  623-856-4749
Retiree Activities office .............................................623-856-3923
Rodgers Travel  ........................................................  623-856-6894
Safety  ......................................................................  623-856-6941
Security forces  .........................................................623-856-5970
Security incidents  ....................................................  623-856-7777
Service calls CE maintenance  .................................  623-856-7232
Sexual Assault Prevention/Response  ......................  623-856-4878
Shoppette  .................................................................  623-266-0040
Sick call  ...................................................................  623-856-2273
South Gate VRC ......................................................  623-856-4768
Straight-Talk line .....................................................  623-856-7064
Telephone repair (Base)  ..........................................  623-856-4400
Thrift store  ..............................................................  623-935-5782
Ticket/tour office  .....................................................  623-856-6000
Travco  ......................................................................855-896-7939
Travel management office household goods  ...........  623-856-6425
TMO passenger travel  .............................................  623-856-7035
Transient alert  .........................................................  623-856-6204
Travel pay  ...............................................................  623-856-7028
Vehicle maintenance  ...............................................  623-935-6576
Veterinary services  ..................................................  623-856-6354
Weather  ...................................................................  623-856-6805
Wellness center  .......................................................  623-856-2273
Youth center  ............................................................  623-856-7470

See gRANDmA, Page 10

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 
U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Maria Jarr, 607th Air Control Squadron flight 
chief, reviews a file at her desk, May 18, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, 
Arizona. Jarr is an instructor at the 607th ACS, a mentor in the Lan-
guage Enabled Airmen Program, and an immigrant to the United States 
from Kherson, Ukraine.

Grandma in Ukraine
By Airman 1st Class 

ELiAS CARRERo
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

“My grandma did not think this war 
was going to happen, and I believed 
her.” 

In 2006, U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. 
Maria Jarr, 607th Air Control Squadron 
flight chief, immigrated to the U.S. from 
Ukraine with her mother and younger 
brother. Her mother wanted to give 
Maria and her brother the opportunity 
for a better life. For Maria, that oppor-
tunity came in the form of the United 
States Air Force. In 2010, at the age of 
18, Maria took the oath of enlistment 
and pledged to serve her new country.

“I know some people feel like they 
need to have this crazy story of why 
they joined, but my story was rather 
simple,” Maria said. “I joined for a 
college education, and I’m not embar-
rassed about that.” 

Thanks to the Air Force’s tuition as-
sistance program, Maria was able to get 
her bachelor’s degree in environmental 
science debt-free and is now working on 
her master’s degree in environmental 
management.

“I didn’t really have a plan after 
high school; I knew I wanted to go to 
college, but it was so expensive,” Maria 
said. “So, I considered my options and 
decided to join the Air Force. It worked 
out to be a really good option for me. I’ve 
been in for 13 years now and I’ve had a 
lot of great opportunities.”

One of those opportunities was join-
ing the Language Enabled Airman 
Program. When Maria used her dual 
language skills to join LEAP, it brought 
her back to the country she once called 
home, this time as a representative of 
NATO and the United States.

“It enabled me to go to Ukraine for a 
training exercise in 2018,” said Maria. 
“I was an interpreter for Clear Sky 
2018, a NATO exercise between the 
U.S., Ukraine, and other NATO part-
ners. I translated for our U.S. pilots and 
Ukrainian pilots.”

While Clear Sky enabled her to 
visit Ukraine, Maria has maintained 
a strong connection to the country 
through her family. Ever since moving 
to the United States with her mother, 
Maria has kept in close contact with 
her grandparents in Kherson, Ukraine.

“I would make frequent phone calls 
to my grandparents,” Maria said.  “In 
fact, before the conflict happened, we 
would have conversations about what 
I would see on the news. The news said 
that things were starting to heat up, 
but my grandma did not think this war 
was going to happen and I believed her.”

On February 24, 2022, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, launched an 
invasion of Ukraine, deploying troops 
from the north, east and south. On 
March 2, 2022, Russia claimed control 
of the southern city of Kherson, where 

Maria’s family lives.
Russian soldiers made 

it impossible for resi-
dents to leave.

“My grandma said that 
there were curfews in-
stated by the Russian 
military,” Maria said. 
“They couldn’t leave, the 
Russian soldiers would 
literally shoot people’s 
tires off.”

Maria said that her 
grandparents’ communi-
ty was facing difficulties 
beyond limited travel. 
Her grandmother told 
her that their neigh-
bors would be out in the 
streets trying to get food 

while soldiers patrolled in tanks, and 
they could hear gunshots in the dis-
tance. They also faced some personal 
difficulties as well.

“My grandparents are old, and they 
have a lot of health issues,” Maria said. 
“They did not get their pension for a 
long time after the war started. So that 
was a financial burden to them. Luckily, 
they had my family with them, so they 
were taken care of, but it’s such a weird 
space in Ukraine. It wasn’t even safe to 
send money.”

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Maria Jarr, 607th 
Air Control Squadron flight chief, sits in 
a Ukrainian Sukhoi Su-25 Grach, October, 
2018, at Starokostiantyniv Air Base, Ukraine.
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Luke breaks bread to celebrate Juneteenth

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. April Farrar (left), 56th Force Support Squadron force 
management section chief, and Senior Master Sgt. Deshunn Foster (right), 56th 
Operations Support Squadron airfield manager, pose in front of a Juneteenth 
display June 16, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. Farrar and Foster both 
spoke on the history of Juneteenth, its significance to the African American 
community, and its impact on service members.

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Daryan Hargrove (left), 56th Security Forces Squadron 
military working dog handler, and Senior Master Sgt. Lola Howard (right), 56th 
Force Support Squadron Airmen development advisor, are served food at a 
Juneteenth cookout June 16, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. Luke held a 
cookout to celebrate Juneteenth and honor the historical significance it holds. 
Juneteenth is a federal holiday commemorating the day slavery was effectively 
ended in the United States, resulting in the emancipation of African American 
slaves. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 
U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 56th Fighter Wing and their families listen to 
a speech at a Juneteenth cookout June 16, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. 
Juneteenth is a federal holiday commemorating the day slavery was effectively 
ended in the United States, resulting in the emancipation of African American 
slaves. While the Emancipation Proclamation was passed in 1862, it did not take full 
effect in the former Confederate states until June 19, 1865. 

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. 
April Farrar (right), 56th 
Force Support Squadron 
force management section 
chief, serves food to Airmen 
at a Juneteenth cookout 
June 16. Luke AFB held 
a cookout to celebrate 
Juneteenth and honor federal 
holiday commemorating the 
day slavery was effectively 
ended in the United States, 
resulting in the emancipation 
of African American slaves. 
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U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Maria Jarr, 607th Air Control Squadron flight 
chief, reviews a file at her desk, May 18, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, 
Arizona. Jarr is an instructor at the 607th ACS, a mentor in the Lan-
guage Enabled Airmen Program, and an immigrant to the United States 
from Kherson, Ukraine.

Grandma in Ukraine
By Airman 1st Class 

ELiAS CARRERo
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

“My grandma did not think this war 
was going to happen, and I believed 
her.” 

In 2006, U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. 
Maria Jarr, 607th Air Control Squadron 
flight chief, immigrated to the U.S. from 
Ukraine with her mother and younger 
brother. Her mother wanted to give 
Maria and her brother the opportunity 
for a better life. For Maria, that oppor-
tunity came in the form of the United 
States Air Force. In 2010, at the age of 
18, Maria took the oath of enlistment 
and pledged to serve her new country.

“I know some people feel like they 
need to have this crazy story of why 
they joined, but my story was rather 
simple,” Maria said. “I joined for a 
college education, and I’m not embar-
rassed about that.” 

Thanks to the Air Force’s tuition as-
sistance program, Maria was able to get 
her bachelor’s degree in environmental 
science debt-free and is now working on 
her master’s degree in environmental 
management.

“I didn’t really have a plan after 
high school; I knew I wanted to go to 
college, but it was so expensive,” Maria 
said. “So, I considered my options and 
decided to join the Air Force. It worked 
out to be a really good option for me. I’ve 
been in for 13 years now and I’ve had a 
lot of great opportunities.”

One of those opportunities was join-
ing the Language Enabled Airman 
Program. When Maria used her dual 
language skills to join LEAP, it brought 
her back to the country she once called 
home, this time as a representative of 
NATO and the United States.

“It enabled me to go to Ukraine for a 
training exercise in 2018,” said Maria. 
“I was an interpreter for Clear Sky 
2018, a NATO exercise between the 
U.S., Ukraine, and other NATO part-
ners. I translated for our U.S. pilots and 
Ukrainian pilots.”

While Clear Sky enabled her to 
visit Ukraine, Maria has maintained 
a strong connection to the country 
through her family. Ever since moving 
to the United States with her mother, 
Maria has kept in close contact with 
her grandparents in Kherson, Ukraine.

“I would make frequent phone calls 
to my grandparents,” Maria said.  “In 
fact, before the conflict happened, we 
would have conversations about what 
I would see on the news. The news said 
that things were starting to heat up, 
but my grandma did not think this war 
was going to happen and I believed her.”

On February 24, 2022, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, launched an 
invasion of Ukraine, deploying troops 
from the north, east and south. On 
March 2, 2022, Russia claimed control 
of the southern city of Kherson, where 

Maria’s family lives.
Russian soldiers made 

it impossible for resi-
dents to leave.

“My grandma said that 
there were curfews in-
stated by the Russian 
military,” Maria said. 
“They couldn’t leave, the 
Russian soldiers would 
literally shoot people’s 
tires off.”

Maria said that her 
grandparents’ communi-
ty was facing difficulties 
beyond limited travel. 
Her grandmother told 
her that their neigh-
bors would be out in the 
streets trying to get food 

while soldiers patrolled in tanks, and 
they could hear gunshots in the dis-
tance. They also faced some personal 
difficulties as well.

“My grandparents are old, and they 
have a lot of health issues,” Maria said. 
“They did not get their pension for a 
long time after the war started. So that 
was a financial burden to them. Luckily, 
they had my family with them, so they 
were taken care of, but it’s such a weird 
space in Ukraine. It wasn’t even safe to 
send money.”

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Maria Jarr, 607th 
Air Control Squadron flight chief, sits in 
a Ukrainian Sukhoi Su-25 Grach, October, 
2018, at Starokostiantyniv Air Base, Ukraine.
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Luke breaks bread to celebrate Juneteenth

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. April Farrar (left), 56th Force Support Squadron force 
management section chief, and Senior Master Sgt. Deshunn Foster (right), 56th 
Operations Support Squadron airfield manager, pose in front of a Juneteenth 
display June 16, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. Farrar and Foster both 
spoke on the history of Juneteenth, its significance to the African American 
community, and its impact on service members.

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Daryan Hargrove (left), 56th Security Forces Squadron 
military working dog handler, and Senior Master Sgt. Lola Howard (right), 56th 
Force Support Squadron Airmen development advisor, are served food at a 
Juneteenth cookout June 16, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. Luke held a 
cookout to celebrate Juneteenth and honor the historical significance it holds. 
Juneteenth is a federal holiday commemorating the day slavery was effectively 
ended in the United States, resulting in the emancipation of African American 
slaves. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 
U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 56th Fighter Wing and their families listen to 
a speech at a Juneteenth cookout June 16, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. 
Juneteenth is a federal holiday commemorating the day slavery was effectively 
ended in the United States, resulting in the emancipation of African American 
slaves. While the Emancipation Proclamation was passed in 1862, it did not take full 
effect in the former Confederate states until June 19, 1865. 

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. 
April Farrar (right), 56th 
Force Support Squadron 
force management section 
chief, serves food to Airmen 
at a Juneteenth cookout 
June 16. Luke AFB held 
a cookout to celebrate 
Juneteenth and honor federal 
holiday commemorating the 
day slavery was effectively 
ended in the United States, 
resulting in the emancipation 
of African American slaves. 
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Luke concludes Pride month with karaoke and trivia night

U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Dominic Tyler
Pride Month novelties sit on a table at a Pride Month karaoke and trivia night 
event, June 29, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona.

U.S. Air Force Senior Airmen Kathrine 
Buhman (left) and Senior Airman Han-
nah Bulisig (right), 56th Communica-
tions Squadron network systems op-
erators, sing at a Pride Month karaoke 
and trivia night event.

U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class Sherman 
Bailey, 56th Communications Squadron 
network systems operator, sings at a 
Pride Month karaoke and trivia night 
event, June 29, 2023, at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona. The Luke Pride Commit-
tee hosted a Pride Month karaoke and 
trivia night in addition to several other 
events throughout the month of June to 
celebrate and honor the contributions of 
LGBTQIA service members.
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Chaplain’s Corner ...
by Chaplain (Maj.) 

BEn BuTChER
56th Fighter Wing IM 

Stephen Covey in his book, 
The 7 Habits of Highly Ef-
fective People (1989) tells a 
story about a man frustrated 
because he is having trouble 
sawing a tree. Seeing the situ-
ation, the person passing by 
asks him why he doesn’t take 
a break to sharpen his saw. 
Sadly, the man replies that he 
is just too busy sawing to take 
time to sharpen his saw. 

This story seems ridiculous. 
It’s obvious what needs to be 
done. 

Unfortunately, many of us 
are guilty of the same thing 
without even knowing it: 

• I will find time to enjoy
nature and find some quiet 
time after I retire. I have too 
much on my plate right now. 

• How many marriages or
families have suffered due 
to insufficient quality time 
spent together? I have this 
other goal at work or in my 
education I am working on 
right now. 

• I don’t have time to read a
book or finish my degree; life 
is just too busy. 

• I might find that I am
unmotivated to go to the gym, 
because I am too tired or busy 
with work or family. 

And so, we often struggle 
in the big areas of life: the 
spiritual, the social, the men-
tal, or the physical. We try to 
accomplish something great 
in some areas at the expense 
of others. Yet, the challenge is 
to continue to make progress 
in all these areas. 

Schedule some time to 
sharpen your saw spiritually. 
This could be anything from 
spending time reflecting on 
your values, nature, or beauty. 
It might be something more 
formal like going to church or 
praying. 

Schedule some time to 
sharpen your saw socially. 
Schedule a date night or a 
family night. Write a note to 
someone you care about. Call 
someone you haven’t talked to 
in a while. 

Schedule some time to 
sharpen your saw mentally. 

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 
U.S. Air Force aircrew assigned to the 56th Fighter Wing, perform post-
flight checks on F-16 Fighting Falcons after an Instructor Pilot War Day 
exercise, June 23, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. This exercise 
included aircraft from multiple military installations, simulating a large-
scale air combat operation. 

ip (from Page 1)

ment, developing a gameplan and 
adapting those plans in real time 
to successfully eliminate enemy 
surface-to-air missile systems, we 
are able to prepare to properly 
protect our forces in a real fight.”

It is through regular LFE’s such 
as IP War Day that Luke AFB and 

their training partners increase 
tactical proficiency and maintain 
a ready and capable combat force. 
These enhance Luke’s ability to 
coordinate large-scale operations 
alongside other wings, services, 
and foreign partner nations. This 
ensures aircrew have the mental 
agility to engage in the flexible 
execution of air power.

Courtesy photo
Chaplain (Maj.) Ben Butcher

Learn something new. Take a 
course. Write a book. 

Schedule some time to 
sharpen your saw physically. 
Develop a regular workout on 
certain days of the week. Take 
a walk or run. Eat healthier.

My prayer for you is that 
you find a good balance and 
prosper spiritually, socially, 
mentally, and physically. 

During these summer days, 
I hope you enjoy all Arizona 
has to offer. 

THE BEST SELECTION
AT THE LOWEST PRICES!

CENTRAL PHOENIX, GILBERT, & GLENDALE
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Photo Feature

By Senior Airman  
Dominic Tyler 

56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Edwin “Skip” Hopler’s 
funeral and internment were held at the National Memo-
rial Cemetery June 6, 2023, in Phoenix, Arizona.

“Skip is a legend,” said Travis Byrom, 56th Fighter 
Wing F-35 training operations manager. “He was an 
incredible pilot, leader, and mentor. The impact Skip 
had on the Air Force F-16 community is unmatched.”

From flying F-4 Phantoms in Vietnam to training the 
world’s greatest fighter pilots at Luke Air Force Base, 
the legacy of Skip Hopler flies high and in sync with the 
U.S. Air Force.

Hopler’s flight path began in 1966 during the Vietnam 
War. He trained in the F-4 Phantom at a replacement 
training unit in Moody AFB, Georgia. At the time, RTUs 

were set up to train Airmen to replace pilots coming back 
from their one-year tour overseas in Vietnam.

After his training, Hopler deployed twice to Danang 
Air Base, Vietnam, and flew 389 missions in two years.

In 1971, Hopler landed at Luke AFB as an F-4 Instruc-
tor Pilot until 1975. Over the years, as aviation technol-
ogy evolved, so did the Air Force and its warfighting 
aircraft. Hopler followed suit.

In 1978, Hopler became one of the first of 50 fighter 
pilots to fly the F-16 Fighting Falcon. When the first F-16 
training squadron opened at Hill AFB, Utah, he helped 
write the syllabus for the F-16 pilot program.

After 3,800 hours in the cockpit and over 21 years of 
service, he retired his wings in 1988. But his flight with 
Air Force aircraft continued.

Hopler spent the next few decades training fighter pi-
lots. He was directly responsible for training over 17,000 
F-16 fighter pilots from 1988 to 2013.

“I’ve known Skip for over 42 years now and though 
I’m a couple inches taller, I’ve always looked up to him.” 
said Yogi Kasl, retired Lockheed Martin F-35 training 
operations manager and former student of Holpler. “He 
made an impact on all 17,000 fighter pilots that trained 
to protect our country. He was a great boss, mentor, and 
friend I will miss dearly.”

In 2014, he became the lead training operations man-
ager at Luke AFB and guided the opening of the F-35 
Lightning II Academic Training Center.

Before retiring in 2018, Hopler oversaw training of 400 
F-35 pilots from the Air Force, joint forces, and partner 
nations.

Hopler’s contributions to the development of the F-16 
and F-35 training programs were paramount to the capa-
bilities of combat-ready Airmen. His life and legacy are 
remembered by his friends, family, and the thousands 
upon thousands of students he’s lead over the years.

Aiming HigH: the legacy of Skip Hopler

U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Dominic Tyler
Four F-35A Lightning II aircraft assigned to the 61st Fighter Squadron conduct a flyover of retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Edwin “Skip” Hopler’s funeral and internment, at the 
National Memorial Cemetery, June 6, 2023, in Phoenix, Arizona. Hopler’s contributions to the development of the F-16 and F-35 training programs were paramount to the capa-
bilities of combat-ready Airmen.

U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Tyler Smith and Airman 1st Class Andrew Liang, Luke Honor Guards-
men, conduct a flag folding ceremony at retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Edwin “Skip” Hopler’s fu-
neral and internment, at the National Memorial Cemetery, June 6, 2023, in Phoenix, Arizona.

Shawn Johnson, Arizona fireman, plays the bagpipe at retired U.S. Air 
Force Lt. Col. Edwin “Skip” Hopler’s funeral and internment, at the Nation-
al Memorial Cemetery, June 6, 2023, in Phoenix, Arizona. 

U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Zachariah Tucker, Airman 1st Class Thomas Lopez, and Airman 1st Class Xavier Gomez, Luke Honor Guardsmen, conduct a three-volley salute at 
retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Edwin “Skip” Hopler’s funeral and internment, at the National Memorial Cemetery, June 6, 2023, in Phoenix, Arizona. 
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RCAF Lt. Gen. Kenny tours Luke AFB

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman First Class Katelynn Jackson 
Royal Canadian Air Force Lt. Gen. Eric Kenny, 
RCAF commander, RCAF Brig. Gen. Jamie 
Speiser-Blanchet, Cadets and Junior Canadian 
Rangers commander, and U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. 
Brett Black, 308th Fighter Squadron commander, 
walk downstairs to the flightline, June 20, 2023, 
at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. The Canadian 
leadership toured multiple units throughout the 
day, gaining insight on Luke AFB’s mission.

Royal Canadian Air Force leadership, including Lt. Gen. 
Eric Kenny, RCAF commander, receives an F-35A Light-
ning II briefing from U.S. Air Force Col. Matthew Johnston, 
56th Operations Group commander, June 20, 2023, at Luke 
Air Force Base, Arizona.

By Airman 1st Class 
KATELYnn JACKSon

56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Royal Canadian Air Force Lt. Gen. Eric Kenny, RCAF com-
mander, visited the 56th Fighter Wing at Luke Air Force Base, 
Arizona, June 20, 2023, to discuss training collaborations.

The RCAF and 56th FW leadership discussed Canada’s 
military modernization efforts and integration plans between 
the two partner forces. 

Both forces have a history of collaboration at Luke AFB 
having partnered in Exercise Swift Strike, a bilateral training 
exercise between the RCAF and the USAF hosted by the 607th 
Air Control Squadron Nov. 15 – Dec. 9, 2022. 

The exercise allowed the RCAF 42nd Radar Squadron to learn 
with and from the 607th ACS, ensuring that both countries could 
work together in future training operations. 

The tour began with a mission brief to inform the RCAF 
leadership of Luke AFB’s mission of being the world’s premier 
fighter wing and advancing airpower to win tomorrow’s fight. 

In addition to training combat-ready Airmen, Luke AFB cur-
rently supports global security by hosting international training 
with the Netherlands, Singapore, Denmark, Norway, and Italy. 

After the mission brief, the tour visited the 308th Fighter 
Squadron. The 308th FS is primarily tasked with F-35A Light-
ning II pilot training, partnering with the Royal Danish Air 
Force and Royal Netherlands Air Force. While visiting the unit 
the RCAF leaders observed maintenance activities and gained 
insight into the training environment at Luke AFB.

“Early communication and training unlock new doors for 
global security,” said U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Shayne Carroll, 
308th FS Director of Operations. “Sharing our training capabili-
ties with our partners is critical because down the line we may 
all be working together in a deployed environment.”

In addition to the 308th FS, the tour group visited the Range 
Management Office. As the RMO is an integral aspect of F-35 
training, the RCAF leaders were briefed on the RMO capabili-
ties, challenges, and vision for the future. 

The tour concluded with a stop to the F-35 Academic Training 
Center to demonstrate F-35 simulator capabilities. 

As the U.S. does not fight or deter alone, the Air Force is com-
mitted to strengthening international relationships, integrating 
partnerships, and building air and space capabilities to share 
the responsibility of collective security with allied countries 
like Canada. 
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day, gaining insight on Luke AFB’s mission.

Royal Canadian Air Force leadership, including Lt. Gen. 
Eric Kenny, RCAF commander, receives an F-35A Light-
ning II briefing from U.S. Air Force Col. Matthew Johnston, 
56th Operations Group commander, June 20, 2023, at Luke 
Air Force Base, Arizona.

By Airman 1st Class 
KATELYnn JACKSon

56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Royal Canadian Air Force Lt. Gen. Eric Kenny, RCAF com-
mander, visited the 56th Fighter Wing at Luke Air Force Base, 
Arizona, June 20, 2023, to discuss training collaborations.

The RCAF and 56th FW leadership discussed Canada’s 
military modernization efforts and integration plans between 
the two partner forces. 

Both forces have a history of collaboration at Luke AFB 
having partnered in Exercise Swift Strike, a bilateral training 
exercise between the RCAF and the USAF hosted by the 607th 
Air Control Squadron Nov. 15 – Dec. 9, 2022. 

The exercise allowed the RCAF 42nd Radar Squadron to learn 
with and from the 607th ACS, ensuring that both countries could 
work together in future training operations. 

The tour began with a mission brief to inform the RCAF 
leadership of Luke AFB’s mission of being the world’s premier 
fighter wing and advancing airpower to win tomorrow’s fight. 

In addition to training combat-ready Airmen, Luke AFB cur-
rently supports global security by hosting international training 
with the Netherlands, Singapore, Denmark, Norway, and Italy. 

After the mission brief, the tour visited the 308th Fighter 
Squadron. The 308th FS is primarily tasked with F-35A Light-
ning II pilot training, partnering with the Royal Danish Air 
Force and Royal Netherlands Air Force. While visiting the unit 
the RCAF leaders observed maintenance activities and gained 
insight into the training environment at Luke AFB.

“Early communication and training unlock new doors for 
global security,” said U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Shayne Carroll, 
308th FS Director of Operations. “Sharing our training capabili-
ties with our partners is critical because down the line we may 
all be working together in a deployed environment.”

In addition to the 308th FS, the tour group visited the Range 
Management Office. As the RMO is an integral aspect of F-35 
training, the RCAF leaders were briefed on the RMO capabili-
ties, challenges, and vision for the future. 

The tour concluded with a stop to the F-35 Academic Training 
Center to demonstrate F-35 simulator capabilities. 

As the U.S. does not fight or deter alone, the Air Force is com-
mitted to strengthening international relationships, integrating 
partnerships, and building air and space capabilities to share 
the responsibility of collective security with allied countries 
like Canada. 
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Heritage and History of Luke AFB

661-945-5634  • 877-247-9288 www.aerotechnews.com 
www.thinkmilitaryads.com • www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview/

SIZE COLOR RATES
Business card – 3.325” x 2” $111.54
1/8 page – 3.325” x 5” $226.60
1/4 page – 5” x 6.5” $418.28
1/2 page – 10.25” x 6.5” $821.53
Full page  – 10.25” x 13” $1587.30

ALL ADS ARE FULL COLOR
PRINT CIRCULATION: 10,000

Ad reservation deadline:
September 11, 2023

Ad material deadline: 
September 15, 2023

Luke Air Force Base, originally Luke Field, has a rich and fascinating history in Arizona. From its beginning 
in 1941 and through World War II, Luke Field was the largest Army Air Corps fighter pilot training center in 
the country. Today, that tradition continues with Luke AFB as a premier F-35 training center.
This special edition will feature historical photographs, stories about how the base came to be, all the 
major milestones in flight reached there, and the men and women who did not see limitations – only 
possibilities.
Your business can join in the celebration of the rich history and future of Luke AFB when you place your 
ad in this very special edition, Heritage and History of Luke AFB.

Special Edition of The Thunderbolt - Official Base Newspaper of Luke AFB
Published Friday, September 22, 2023

Call our office today at (877) 247-9288 (toll free) or email Sandi at 
sbueltel@aerotechnews.com today to reserve your space!

Perform Air International is a FAA, EASA, and CAAC Repair 
Station established in 1987.  Perform Air is a woman owned 
business with a mission of leading the aviation industry 
in quality standard, customer satisfaction and technical 
innovation in the component overhaul and repair services we 
provide.

We typically look for people with backgrounds in aviation 
component repair in areas such as: electro-mechanical, 
hydraulics, pneumatics, and water/waste.  However, we 
are also interested in backgrounds in engineering, quality, 
logistics, material planning, and aviation related customer 
service and purchasing.

For further information  
visit our website at performair.com,  

or if you would like to submit a resume,  
email us at: hr@performair.com

463 S. Hamilton Court, Gilbert AZ 85233 • 480-610-3500
Perform Air in an equal, employment opportunity employer
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Fifth F-35 squadron activates at Luke AFB

U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Dominic Tyler 
U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Adam Vogel (left), 310th Fighter Squadron commander, and 
U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Zachary Calderon (right), 308th Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit crew chief, conduct a pre-flight maintenance check June 5, 2023, at Luke Air 
Force Base, Arizona.

U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Adam Vogel (left), 
310th Fighter Squadron commander, 
prepares for takeoff June 5, 2023, at 
Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. This is 
the inaugural F-35 training sortie of 
the 310th FS after Vogel’s assumption 
of command June 2, 2023. Previously 
an F-16 Fighting Falcon squadron, 
the 310th FS stood back up with F-35 
Lightning II aircraft and personnel to 
begin their new mission, to develop the 
world’s greatest F-35 fighter pilots, in-
structors, and leaders.

U.S. Air Force 
Senior Airman 
Zachary 
Calderon (right), 
308th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit 
crew chief, signals 
to U.S. Air Force 
Lt. Col. Adam 
Vogel (left), 310th 
Fighter Squadron 
commander. This 
is the inaugural 
F-35 training
sortie of the 310th
FS after Vogel’s
assumption of
command June 2,
2023.

gRANDmA (from Page 2)

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 
U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Maria Jarr, 607th Air Control Squadron flight chief, stands 
in front of a display containing two Ukrainian Sukhoi Su-25 Grach aircraft, October, 
2018, at Starokostiantyniv Air Base, Ukraine. Over her 13 years of service, Jarr has 
participated in numerous exercises and missions including acting as a translator 
between American and Ukrainian pilots in the NATO exercise Clear Sky 2018.

When Maria offered to send her grand-
parents financial aid, they refused. They 
told Maria that the money would not reach 
them even if it was sent through a credible 
source. 

“I’ve had people ask me, why don’t they 
just leave,” Maria said. “But it’s not as easy 
as a lot of people may think.”

While filling out the paperwork to bring 
her grandparents to the United States by 
sponsoring them as refugees, Maria was 
told they made the difficult decision to stay 
in Kherson.

“They would have to make their way to 
Poland and fly here,” Maria said. “At the 
border people stop you and you have to give 
them money to let you pass; and they’re not 
cheap bribes. They would be thousands of 
U.S. dollars, which is a lot for normal people 
in Ukraine.” 

Aside from the financial and logistical 
challenges, her grandparents would have to 
leave behind more than a war-torn country.

“They would also have to leave the rest 
of our family, like my uncle and their other 
granddaughter. They would not have them 
here,” Maria said. “They made the decision 
to stay so our family doesn’t have to be as 
separated and they can still have each other 
for support.”

On Nov. 9, 2022, after a large Ukrainian 
counter offensive, Russia announced their 

withdrawal from Kherson. Shortly after, the 
city was reclaimed by Ukrainian forces and 
has since remained under Ukrainian con-
trol. But even with the liberation of Kherson 
from Russian occupation, the conflict in the 
region is far from over.

“Whenever we have a phone call, my 
grandma still tells me she hears different 
guns, aircraft, or that the military is drop-
ping bombs nearby,” Maria said. “I can’t 
imagine it. It must be so scary.”

Though Maria is unable to be physically 
with her family she still supports them the 
best she can from afar. Additionally, she en-
courages other Airmen to take advantage of 
their backgrounds and connects them with 
opportunities to do so. 

After returning from Clear Sky in 2019, 
Maria became a mentor for LEAP and now 
with the assistance of Master Sgt. Oahn 
Moraine, 56th Force Support Squadron 
Community Services Flight superintendent, 
and Master Sgt. Norma Johnson, John J. 
Rhodes Airmen Leadership School comman-
dant, she spreads awareness of the program 
to other dual language Airmen stationed at 
Luke Air Force Base, Arizona.

“I love mentoring, and I love helping peo-
ple,” said Maria. “I’m heavily involved with 
the people I know speak other languages 
in my squadron. I try to encourage them 
to apply to the [LEAP] program. I want to 
help them reach their potential.”

The desire Maria has for the success of 

others is a cornerstone of who she is, and 
her effort does not go unnoticed.

“Having known Master Sgt. Jarr for 
over a year now it’s hard to find someone 
that cares for the Airmen more than her,” 
said Tech. Sgt. Paul McDonough, 607th Air 
Control Squadron weapons director. “She is 
passionate about taking care of all Airmen 
and knows when it’s done right, they can 
execute their mission best. Honestly, she re-

ally epitomizes the Air Force’s core values.”
Pursuing family, mission, and passions is 

no easy task under normal circumstances 
and Maria has been able to manage all 
three despite the challenges that have 
come her way. Maria shows the unique life 
balance many total force Airmen maintain 
when aligning with the Air Force’s core 
values; integrity first, service before self, 
and excellence in all we do.

By Senior Airman 
DoMiniC TYLER

56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Adam Vogel as-
sumed command of the 310th Fighter 
Squadron at an assumption of command 
ceremony June 2, 2023, at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona.

Originally an F-16 Fighting Falcon 
squadron, the 310th FS stood back up with 
F-35 Lightning II aircraft and personnel to
resume supporting the 56th Fighter Wing’s
mission of developing the world’s greatest
F-35 fighter pilots, instructors, and leaders.

U.S. Air Force Col. Matthew Johnston,
56th Operations Group commander, presided 
over the ceremony and gave remarks about 
the new commander.

“Lt. Col. Vogel’s reputation precedes him,” 
said Johnston. “F-35 operations are the new 

focus of the 310th. Vogel has a great team 
and great experience. I have full confidence 
he can handle the mission.”

After the assumption of command ceremo-
ny, Vogel gave closing remarks, addressing 
his new 310th Top Hats team and expressed 
his vison of command.

“You are our most important asset when 
it comes to the mission,” Vogel said to his 
Airmen. “We have to look out for each and 
be better Airmen, leaders, instructors, and 
pilots. The future is bright, and I’m thank-
ful for that; and together, ‘we dress to kill’.”

On June 5, 2023, Vogel conducted the 
inaugural F-35 training sortie for the 
310th FS.

The 56th OG at Luke AFB is the largest 
fighter group in the U.S. Air Force. The 310th 
FS is one of seven fighter squadrons working 
in tandem at Luke to train the world’s great-
est fighter pilots and combat ready Airmen. 
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Unit crew chief, conduct a pre-flight maintenance check June 5, 2023, at Luke Air 
Force Base, Arizona.

U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Adam Vogel (left), 
310th Fighter Squadron commander, 
prepares for takeoff June 5, 2023, at 
Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. This is 
the inaugural F-35 training sortie of 
the 310th FS after Vogel’s assumption 
of command June 2, 2023. Previously 
an F-16 Fighting Falcon squadron, 
the 310th FS stood back up with F-35 
Lightning II aircraft and personnel to 
begin their new mission, to develop the 
world’s greatest F-35 fighter pilots, in-
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2018, at Starokostiantyniv Air Base, Ukraine. Over her 13 years of service, Jarr has 
participated in numerous exercises and missions including acting as a translator 
between American and Ukrainian pilots in the NATO exercise Clear Sky 2018.
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just leave,” Maria said. “But it’s not as easy 
as a lot of people may think.”

While filling out the paperwork to bring 
her grandparents to the United States by 
sponsoring them as refugees, Maria was 
told they made the difficult decision to stay 
in Kherson.

“They would have to make their way to 
Poland and fly here,” Maria said. “At the 
border people stop you and you have to give 
them money to let you pass; and they’re not 
cheap bribes. They would be thousands of 
U.S. dollars, which is a lot for normal people 
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Aside from the financial and logistical 
challenges, her grandparents would have to 
leave behind more than a war-torn country.

“They would also have to leave the rest 
of our family, like my uncle and their other 
granddaughter. They would not have them 
here,” Maria said. “They made the decision 
to stay so our family doesn’t have to be as 
separated and they can still have each other 
for support.”

On Nov. 9, 2022, after a large Ukrainian 
counter offensive, Russia announced their 

withdrawal from Kherson. Shortly after, the 
city was reclaimed by Ukrainian forces and 
has since remained under Ukrainian con-
trol. But even with the liberation of Kherson 
from Russian occupation, the conflict in the 
region is far from over.

“Whenever we have a phone call, my 
grandma still tells me she hears different 
guns, aircraft, or that the military is drop-
ping bombs nearby,” Maria said. “I can’t 
imagine it. It must be so scary.”

Though Maria is unable to be physically 
with her family she still supports them the 
best she can from afar. Additionally, she en-
courages other Airmen to take advantage of 
their backgrounds and connects them with 
opportunities to do so. 

After returning from Clear Sky in 2019, 
Maria became a mentor for LEAP and now 
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Become a FAA Certified 
Commercial Drone Pilot

Gent Dunlap
Gent’s Travel Agency

602-418-3251 • gentstravelagency.inteletravel.com
gentstravelagency@gmail.com

14904 W. Lamoille Dr. • Surprise, AZ 85374

JDRF is committed to accelerating life-changing breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and its complications

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT TREAT ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE

Call 623-298-8744 or make your Zoom Chat appointment today!    
tinyurl.com/ZoomChat-withMe

Let’s work together to turn your dreams into Realty!

Daryl Holley
Retired Airforce Veteran Liaison Support
Recipient of Purple Heart & Heroism Awards

Alletta Renee’ Holley
Licensed Mortgage Loan Officer
Proud Military Supporter & Wife of  
Retired Air Force Veteran Technical Sergeant
NMLS#2076512

3100 W. Ray Rd. #201, Chandler, AZ 85226
NMLS#1660690/AZMB#0944059;  
Empowered by NeXa.

Why rent when you can increase cash flow with equity before your next 
assignment. (Realtor Partners are available for any area of interest).
We create personalized financial strategies to Build your Legacy through 
Homeownership during your Military Career and Veteran eligible status.

Anything’s possible on your first or next PCS and owning a home is 
one of them. It starts with easy planning; let us help you with that.

www.moveintoyourdreams.com • aholley@nexamortgage.com

Veterans,
when you’re struggling,
soon becomes
later becomes
someday becomes
...when?

Whatever you’re going through,
you don’t have to do it alone.

Find resources at VA . G O V/ R E A C H

Don’t wait. Reach out .

(480) 618-7988

Luxury Townhomes in Surprise

sierraverdetownhomes.com

• Private Garage
• Fitness Center
• Playground
• Pet Stations

• Swimming Pool
• Spa
• 2-3 Bedrooms

(480) 908-8411

Single-Family Homes in Avondale

ironwoodatriverrun.com

• Private yards
• Resort style pool
• Access to walking

trail on Agua Fria

• Built-in dog doors
• Spa
• Fitness Center
• 3-4 Bedrooms

NOW LEASING BRAND NEW HOMES

Contact us for specials. The next move is yours.
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In Print and Digital

ALWAYS FREE ACCESS!
Frequent Updates — Breaking News — Local • Regional • National 

Your one-stop source of news and information for military, 
 defense industry and aerospace professionals as  

well as aerospace enthusiasts, and military veterans.
We offer our advertisers access to a great market of  

employed, educated professionals with stable incomes.

Phone: 661-945-5634 • Toll free: 877-247-9288  
www.aerotechnews.com  •  www.thinkmilitaryads.com

www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview



At Ease
 The “At Ease” is a monthly recreation 
supplement to the Thunderbolt.  All 
information was accurate at the date of 
publication and is subject to change without 
notice.

Maj. Maria K. Berardo
Commander, 56 Force Support Squadron

Terrill Alexander - Marketing Director

Cheyenne Mulroy - Marketing Assistant

Douglas Hickins - Graphic Designer

Julian Chacon – Visual Information Specialist

Larry Keen - Sponsorship/Donations/Advertising

www.56fss.com
Facebook/LukeEvents
Instagram/Luke_Events
YouTube:56FSSEvents

AT EASE
Monthly Supplement to the Thunderbolt 56th FSS • Luke AFB, AZ • July 2023

56fss com
G-Force Cafe

The G-Force Cafe is located 
on the third floor of the Block 
House, Bldg. 1150.  The Cafe 
is open Mon. - Fri., serving 
breakfast from 7-9 a.m., and 
lunch from 11am - 1pm

Community Commons
CONCEALED CARRY PERMIT COURSE
Jul. 20 • 5-9:30pm • Sign-up by Jul. 17
Active-duty, 19 yrs. & older • all others, 21 
yrs. & older $70 each - Permit $60 (additional 
- Money Order required) Learn firearms safety, 
selection, and laws.  Fingerprinting, and 
submission of CCW packet included.  No real 
firearms will be used or presented.  Sign-up 
via e-mail at: 56.CommunityCenter@gmail.com

BALLOONY TUNES
Mon. - Fri. • 8am-4pm
Community Commons
Check-out our large
selection of balloons,
balloon bouquets, baskets,
and gifts.  Prices vary. 
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VIRTUAL INSTRUCTOR EXERCISE CLASSES
Open scheduling • Free • Community 
Commons Aerobics Room • Beginner to 
advanced classes.  Squadron PT reservations 
available.

Bryant Fitness Center

TRAVEL ASSISTANCE & DISCOUNTS
Book domestic and overseas airfares, car 
rentals, receive a 15% discounted room rate 
through ChoiceHotels.com, and choose from 
incredible itineraries offered by Carnival, 
Princess, Norwegian, Royal Caribbean, and 
Disney cruise lines.  Email your travel inquiries 
to TicketsandTours@LukeEvents.com. 

MOVIE THEATER TICKETS
Harkins VIP Gold - $11 • Popcorn Voucher - $7

AMC Theaters: Yellow - $9.50 • Black - $11.50
 
LOCAL ATTRACTIONS - Castles N’ Coasters, 
Phoenix Zoo, Wildlife World Zoo, Medieval Times,
AZ Science Center, iFly, OdySea Aquarium, Sealife
AZ Aquarium, and Sedona Red Rock Jeep Tours 

SO/CAL ATTRACTIONS - San Diego Zoo &
Safari Park, SeaWorld, San Diego Harbor Cruise,
the Catalina Express, and major So/Cal theme
parks including Disneyland, Universal Studios,
Knotts Berry Farm, & Six Flags Magic Mountain.

DISNEYLAND RESORT 100 YEARS CELEBRATION
1-Day Park Hopper start at $169

UNIVERSAL STUDIOS HOLLYWOOD
One-Day General Admission • Ages 3+ - $118
Silver Annual Pass • Ages 3+ - $189

School Age Care
SCHOOL AGE CARE - WEEKLY SUMMER CAMPS
Now - Aug. 4  • 6am - 5:30pm • Ages 5(K)-12
Camps include a wide variety of activities 
Breakfast, lunch, and snack included • Cost is
based on total family income • Sign-up for care
by the Wednesday prior • New customers 
register at: militarychildcare.com, existing
customers,on-line at: parent.afcyp.com.   Call
Youth Programs to set-up your cypbms account

Family Child Care
BECOME AN FCC PROVIDER
Spouses of active duty and retired military, 
living on-and off-base, are eligible to become 
licensed FCC providers.  Providers must be 
at least 18 yrs. old, speak, read, and write 
English, have a high school diploma or GED,
obtain liability insurance, and attend trainings.
Call 623-856-2684 or e-mail; patricia.mangrum.
1@us.af.mil, or visit: militarychildcare.com.
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Outdoor Rec
SALT RIVER TUBING
Jul. 22 • 7:30am - 6pm • Open to all • $65
Limited to 12 participants

GRAND CANYON TOUR
Jul. 29 • 6am - 6pm • Open to all • $60
Limited to 24 participants

SALT RIVER TUBING
Jul. 22 • 7:30am - 6pm • Open to all • $65
Limited to 12 participants

GRAND CANYON TOUR
Jul. 29 • 6am - 6pm • Open to all • $60
Limited to 24 participants

SKYDIVING TANDEM JUMP
Aug. 5 or Sep. 2 • 7am - 1pm • R4R Single 
airmen and deployed family members only
$30 • Limited to 20 participants

HOT AIR BALLOON RIDE
Aug. 5 • 3:45-10am • Open to all • $150
 Limited to 24 participants

BLACK CANYON ATV ADVENTURE
Aug. 10 • 6am - 3pm • R4R Single airmen and 
deployed family members only • $30
Two hour tour in the Sonoran Desert
Limited to 12 participants

HUMPHRY”S PEAK HIKE
Sep. 2 • 3am - 5pm • Open to all, ages 16 and 
older • $75 • Limited to 20 participants

DUTCHMAN TRAIL HIKE
Sep. 9 • 7am - 3pm • Open to all • $30

Limited to 12 participants

EQUIPMENT RENTALS
Pontoon & fishing boats, canoes, kayaks, 
campers, tables & chairs, party games, 
bouncers, and so much more.  Pricing varies.  

Item/price lists available on-line at: 56fss.com/
outdoor-recreation

LUNCH SPECIALS
Club Five Six features daily lunch specials 
served from 11am - 1pm, Mon. - Fri.

WINGMAN WEDNESDAY
Wednesdays • 3:30-6:30pm• Zemke’s Grill
Wings - 75¢ each • Boneless wings and bar 
menu available

FIRST FRIDAY
Aug. 4 • 3:30-6:30pm
Enjoy FREE appetizers and drink specials the 
first Friday of each month.

Club Five Six

Fort Tuthill
SUMMER RATES • APR. 1 - OCT. 31, 2023

 Multi-Family A-Frame $250 $390 Multi-Family A-Frame $250 $390
 A-Frame $140 $235  A-Frame $140 $235 
 Premium Cabin $90 $165 Premium Cabin $90 $165
 Cabin $80 $150 Cabin $80 $150
 Hotel $70 $130 Hotel $70 $130
 Yurt $50 $80 Yurt $50 $80
 RV $20 $35 RV $20 $35
 Tent Site $10 $25 Tent Site $10 $25

All OthersAll OthersE1-E4E1-E4

RV sites up to 40’, include water and electric RV sites up to 40’, include water and electric 
hook-ups, and an on-site dump station.hook-ups, and an on-site dump station.

The bathhouse, featuring showers and restrooms, The bathhouse, featuring showers and restrooms, 
is accessible to all campground guests.is accessible to all campground guests.
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TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
(Area Code 623)

Arts and Crafts Center ...............856-6502
Auto Hobby Shop ......................856-6107
Bryant Fitness Center ................856-6241
Bryant Fitness Center Annex .....856-8299
Child Development Center .........856-6338
Club Five Six .............................856-6446
Community Commons ...............856-7152
Falcon Dunes Golf Course .........535-9334
Falcon Dunes Grill .....................856-0004
Family Child Care ......................856-2684
Fighter Country Inn (Lodging) ....856-3941
Fort Tuthill ..........................928-774-8893
G-Force Cafe ..............................856-6446
Hensman Dining Facility ............856-6396
Information, Tickets and Travel ..856-6000
Library .......................................856-7191
Marketing ..................................856-3245
Military & Family Readiness ......856-6550
NAF Human Resources ..............856-7755
Outdoor Recreation ....................856-6267
Saguaro Skies FamCamp ...........856-4891
School Age Programs ................856-7471
Silver Wings Pool ...............602-739-4826
T-Bolt Cafe .................................856-6420
Wood Hobby Shop ....................856-6566
Youth Programs .........................856-7470
Unite Program ...........................856-2472

Auto Hobby Shop

56fss com

Youth Programs 
KIDS NIGHT OUT
BACK-2-SCHOOL H2O NIGHT
Aug. 11 • 5:30-9:30pm • Ages 5(K)-18
YP members - $20, Nonmembers - $25
Lots of fun water play (be sure to bring a change
of clothing), arts & crafts, computers, movies, 
video games and more.  Sign-up on-line 
by Aug. 9 at: parent.afcyp.com.  Call Youth 
Programs to set-up your cypbms account.

Arts & Crafts
ACRYLIC POUR PAINTING CLASS
Jul. 15 • 10am - Noon • $35 includes all 
supplies • Ages 18 & older •  Limited to six
Sign-up by Jul. 7

BACK-2-SCHOOL PAINTING
Aug. 11 • 5-7pm • $40 includes all supplies
Ages 18 & older •  Limited to six • Sign-up by Aug. 4

YARN PUMPKIN GARLAND
Aug. 12 • 10am - Noon • $35 includes all 
supplies • Ages 18 & older •  Limited to six
Sign-up by Aug. 4

FALL “STACKED BOOKS”
Aug. 26 • 10am - Noon • $25 includes all 
supplies • Ages 18 & older •  Limited to six
Sign-up by Aug. 18

JULY FEATURED SERVICE - A/C SYSTEM 
TUNE-UP
Appointments available 9am - 4:30pm, 
Tuesday - Friday • $50 - (most vehicles) 
Includes: tire balance check and rotation, check
tire pressures, visual inspection, and road test.


