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56th Fighter Wing changes command
U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Craig Wills, 
19th Air Force commander, passes 
the guidon to U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. 
Jason Rueschhoff, 56th Fighter Wing 
commander, after assuming command 
from U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Gregory 
Kreuder, 56th FW outgoing com-
mander, during the Wing change of 
command ceremony, July 29, 2022, at 
Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. Change 
of commands are historic ceremonies 
that honor the achievements of outgo-
ing commanders and pass leadership 
to incoming commanders. The 56th 
FW commander oversees the opera-
tions of the base including training, 
safety and wellbeing of Airmen.

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman Mason Hargrove 
U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Jason Rueschhoff, 56th Fighter Wing commander, renders his first salute to the men and women of the 
56th FW after assuming command during the Wing change of command ceremony, July 29, 2022, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizo-
na. Rueschhoff is a command pilot with more than 2,800 hours in the F-35A, A-10A/C and AH 64-E, including 267 combat hours.

By Tech. Sgt. 
JennA BighAm

56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Gregory 
Kreuder, 56th Fighter Wing commander, 
relinquished command to U.S. Air Force 
Brig. Gen. Jason Rueschhoff, during a 
change of command ceremony at Luke Air 
Force Base, Arizona, July 29, 2022.

Rueschhoff, a command pilot with more 
than 2,800 flight hours in the F-35A, A-
10C, AH 64-E, T-38 and T-37, including 
more than 250 combat hours, arrived 
to Luke AFB following a position as the 
deputy commander of the 7th Air Force at 
Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea.

He earned his commission and a Bach-
elor of Science degree from the United 
States Air Force Academy in 1997, in 
addition to Masters Degrees in Military 
Operational Art and Science, Airpower Art 
and Science, and one in Strategic Studies.

U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Craig Wills, 
19th Air Force commander, Joint Base 
San Antonio-Randolph, Texas, presided 
over the ceremony welcoming Rueschhoff.

“One of the great things about our Air 
Force is that we are one great family and 
when an Airmen steps aside, there’s an-
other one standing right there to take up 
the flag and take it to new heights,” said 
Wills. “We are very fortunate to welcome 
Brig. Gen. Reuschhoff and his family to 
the 56th Fighter Wing.”

Rueschhoff thanked everyone in atten-
dance and those who supported him in the 

path to get here, and addressed the wing.
“I am thrilled to be able to stand here 

and take command of this wing, but I 
know who is really running this, it’s you 
all,” said Rueschhoff. “You are the one’s 
making it happen. I look forward to meet-
ing all of you. Look forward to working 
with all of you. Look forward to learning 
from you.” 

Wills also praised Kreuder for his ac-
complishments and thanked the wing for 
their commitment over the past two years.

“Freddy (Kreuder), your dedication has 
been truly world class,” said Wills.

Kreuder welcomed Rueschhoff and ex-
pressed gratitude to the men and women 
of the 56th Fighter Wing.

“To the men and women of the 56th 

Fighter Wing, I am truly grateful to have 
had the honor to serve with you these 
past two years,” said Kreuder. “I could not 
be more proud of all you do every single 
day to train the world’s greatest fighter 
pilots and combat ready Airmen. You’ve 
both figuratively and literally built the 
future of Air Power right here at Luke 
Air Force Base. I know you will continue 
to reach even greater heights with Brig. 
Gen. Rueschhoff at the helm.”

“I cannot think of anybody that is bet-
ter equipped, better trained, or a better 
human being to take this 56th Fighter 
Wing,” continued Kreuder. “The men and 
women of the 56th Fighter Wing are going 
to serve our nation well and will take care 
of you as you take care of them.”

http://usaa.com/100
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Luke AFB officials showcase mission 
for AETC leadership team visit

U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Brian S. Robinson, 
commander of Air Education and Training 
Command, talks with Col. William Ray, 
56th Maintenance Group commander, at 
Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, July 21, 
2022. Luke AFB serves as an F-35 and 
F-16 pilot training location for the U.S. Air
Force and five partner nations, allowing
for increased interoperability between the
nations’ air forces.

LEFT: U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Brian S. Rob-
inson, commander of Air Education and 
Training Command, learns how the 56th 
Security Forces Squadron is integrating 
the new Weapons & Tactics program into 
training at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, 
July 21, 2022. The 56th SFS is finding 
ways to innovate and accelerate change 
by integrating new initiatives into training 
at Luke AFB. 

By Airman  
mASon hARgRove

56 Fighter Wing Public Affairs

U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Brian S. 
Robinson, commander of Air Educa-
tion and Training Command, and 
U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Erik 
Thompson, command chief of AETC, 
engaged with Airmen and gained 
insights of various missions during a 
visit to Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, 
July 20 and 21, 2022.

The leadership team visited units 
including the 62nd, 63rd, and 425th 
Fighter Squadrons, the 310th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit, and the 607th Air 
Control Squadron. Each stop allowed 

Robinson and Thompson the opportu-
nity to speak with Airmen and gain 
first-hand understanding of their 
unique missions and culture, while 
also observing overall contributions 
to the AETC training environment.

Airmen also offered in-depth per-
spectives about the direct impact their 
roles have in the execution of Luke’s 
missions. An example of the waves Air-
men are making to training and mis-
sion capability was housed within the 
56th Security Forces Squadron Com-
bat Arms Training and Maintenance 
(CATM) unit. The team explained 

their initiatives to innovate through 
integration of the Weapons and Tactics 
program into CATM at Luke AFB.

Robinson also met with some per-
sonnel from the Republic of Singapore 
Air Force and discussed the impor-
tance of multinational collaboration 
and interoperability amongst ally and 
partner nations.

When visiting the 56th Mission Sup-
port Group, U.S. Air Force Col. Antho-
ny Mullinax, 56th MSG commander, 
briefed Robinson on the current and 
future state of the quality of life for 
Luke Airmen, infrastructure, and agile 

combat employment initiatives.
As the largest fighter wing within 

the United States Air Force, Luke’s 
ability to shape the future of air su-
periority is unmatched.

“Luke is the proving ground for 
how we train and team the majority 
of fighter pilots for the world’s great-
est Air Force,” Robinson said. “Not 
only that, but the sheer volume of 
support provided to our international 
partners in training showcases Luke’s 
credibility as an epicenter of airpower. 
The Airmen and programs here today, 
establish the successes of tomorrow.”
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U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jakob Hambright 
U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Rhio Rendon-Rivera, Senior Airman Rodrigo Jimenez, and 
Airman 1st Class Logan Ward, 62nd Aircraft Maintenance Unit maintainers, load an 
AIM-9X Sidewinder missile as part of the 56th Maintenance Group’s Weapons Load 
Crew competition at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, July 22, 2022. The competition 
served as a final evaluation to determine quarterly winners.

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Rhio Rendon-Rivera, Senior Airman Rodrigo Jimenez, and 
Airman 1st Class Logan Ward, 62nd Aircraft Maintenance Unit maintainers, load an 
AIM-120 AMRAAM missile onto a weapons jammer at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, 
July 22, 2022. The jammer is used to assist load crews with hoisting heavy ordnance 
onto mounting points on the aircraft. 

Members of the 56th Maintenance Group unload a GBU-12 Paveway II bomb off of an 
F-35A Lightning II during a weapons load competition at Luke Air Force Base, Ari-
zona, July 22, 2022. Four crews from different aircraft maintenance units participated
in the competition, partaking in two heats of two teams.

U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class Melanie Morgan (right) and Airman 1st Class Wyatt 
Sparks, 63rd Aircraft Maintenance Unit maintainers, load a GBU-12 Paveway II bomb 
onto an F-35A Lightning II at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, July 22, 2022. For quar-
terly awards, 56th Maintenance Group maintainers were tested on various subjects, 
such as the upkeep of their toolbox, their dress and appearance, and a 25 question 
knowledge test.

Load crews 
compete in 
quarterly 
competition
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Luke AFB officials showcase mission 
for AETC leadership team visit

U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Brian S. Robinson, 
commander of Air Education and Training 
Command, talks with Col. William Ray, 
56th Maintenance Group commander, at 
Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, July 21, 
2022. Luke AFB serves as an F-35 and 
F-16 pilot training location for the U.S. Air
Force and five partner nations, allowing
for increased interoperability between the
nations’ air forces.

LEFT: U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Brian S. Rob-
inson, commander of Air Education and 
Training Command, learns how the 56th 
Security Forces Squadron is integrating 
the new Weapons & Tactics program into 
training at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, 
July 21, 2022. The 56th SFS is finding 
ways to innovate and accelerate change 
by integrating new initiatives into training 
at Luke AFB. 
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U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Brian S. 
Robinson, commander of Air Educa-
tion and Training Command, and 
U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Erik 
Thompson, command chief of AETC, 
engaged with Airmen and gained 
insights of various missions during a 
visit to Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, 
July 20 and 21, 2022.

The leadership team visited units 
including the 62nd, 63rd, and 425th 
Fighter Squadrons, the 310th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit, and the 607th Air 
Control Squadron. Each stop allowed 

Robinson and Thompson the opportu-
nity to speak with Airmen and gain 
first-hand understanding of their 
unique missions and culture, while 
also observing overall contributions 
to the AETC training environment.

Airmen also offered in-depth per-
spectives about the direct impact their 
roles have in the execution of Luke’s 
missions. An example of the waves Air-
men are making to training and mis-
sion capability was housed within the 
56th Security Forces Squadron Com-
bat Arms Training and Maintenance 
(CATM) unit. The team explained 

their initiatives to innovate through 
integration of the Weapons and Tactics 
program into CATM at Luke AFB.

Robinson also met with some per-
sonnel from the Republic of Singapore 
Air Force and discussed the impor-
tance of multinational collaboration 
and interoperability amongst ally and 
partner nations.

When visiting the 56th Mission Sup-
port Group, U.S. Air Force Col. Antho-
ny Mullinax, 56th MSG commander, 
briefed Robinson on the current and 
future state of the quality of life for 
Luke Airmen, infrastructure, and agile 

combat employment initiatives.
As the largest fighter wing within 

the United States Air Force, Luke’s 
ability to shape the future of air su-
periority is unmatched.

“Luke is the proving ground for 
how we train and team the majority 
of fighter pilots for the world’s great-
est Air Force,” Robinson said. “Not 
only that, but the sheer volume of 
support provided to our international 
partners in training showcases Luke’s 
credibility as an epicenter of airpower. 
The Airmen and programs here today, 
establish the successes of tomorrow.”
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U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jakob Hambright 
U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Rhio Rendon-Rivera, Senior Airman Rodrigo Jimenez, and 
Airman 1st Class Logan Ward, 62nd Aircraft Maintenance Unit maintainers, load an 
AIM-9X Sidewinder missile as part of the 56th Maintenance Group’s Weapons Load 
Crew competition at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, July 22, 2022. The competition 
served as a final evaluation to determine quarterly winners.

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Rhio Rendon-Rivera, Senior Airman Rodrigo Jimenez, and 
Airman 1st Class Logan Ward, 62nd Aircraft Maintenance Unit maintainers, load an 
AIM-120 AMRAAM missile onto a weapons jammer at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, 
July 22, 2022. The jammer is used to assist load crews with hoisting heavy ordnance 
onto mounting points on the aircraft. 

Members of the 56th Maintenance Group unload a GBU-12 Paveway II bomb off of an 
F-35A Lightning II during a weapons load competition at Luke Air Force Base, Ari-
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Chaplain’s thoughts ...

Self-acceptance
By Chaplain (Capt.) 

ChASe RoTmAn
IMA, 56th Fighter Wing

We all have parts of 
us that we don’t like. 

Whether it’s the 
way we communi-
cate, look, talk, or 
think. The parts of 
us we do not like or 
appreciate are of-
ten met with denial 
rather than self -
acceptance, much 
like Nasrudin — the 
protagonist of many 

Middle Eastern, Greek, and Russian folktales.
In one story of these folktales, Nasrudin was ap-

proaching the door of his house one night when he 
suddenly realized he had lost his key. He tried to 
look around for it, but the night was so dark he could 
hardly see the ground. So he got down on his hands 
and knees and examined the ground where he was 
standing; however, it was still too dark to see anything.  
Moving back toward a streetlamp, he again got down 
and began a meticulous examination of the area.

A friend came by and noticing him asked what he 
was doing.  Nasrudin replied, “I lost my key and am 
looking for it.”  So, the friend got down on his hands 

and knees and began to search as well. After a while 
the friend asked, “Do you remember where you might 
have lost the key?”  “Certainly,” answered Nasrudin, 
“I lost it in my house.”  “Then why are you looking for 
it out here?” asked the friend. “Because,” answered 
Nasrudin, “the light is so much better here.”

We are all much more like Nasrudin than we would 
like to acknowledge. Searching for the missing key of 
self-acceptance, but we tend to look for it outside of 
ourselves where it seems easiest to inspect. However, 
the key is inside, in the dark.

For example, we think if we spend our income on big 
vacations, expensive jewelry, or the newest technology 
we will finally be loved like we desire. Yet the key is 
inside, in the dark, where we can truly see ourselves 
as we are. Freud noted that the things about ourselves 
that we avoid will most tyrannize us. Self-acceptance 
does not increase the power of things that need to be 
eliminated, rather it weakens them. It robs them of the 
power they develop when they operate in our denial.  
Before we can move forward and encounter progress in 
our lives, relationships and work, we must accept who we 
are because we cannot give up what we do not possess. 

If you’re feeling stuck and lost, know that you are 
not alone. It can be scary to see ourselves for who 
we really are right now. However, if you are afraid to 
make this journey alone, I want to encourage you to 
sit down with one of our chaplains. Regardless of your 
personal faith background or belief, our chapel team 
is here to support you. We are trained to help as you 
continue to grow into who you truly are.

 As we make the journey to self-acceptance remem-
ber that we cannot give up what we do not possess. 

Before we can become ourself, we must accept ourself, 
just as we are.

For information about Luke AFB Chaplain Corps 
programs and events, “like” us on Facebook @ Luke 
AFB Chapel. Feeling like you need to talk? Give us 
a call at 623-856-6211.

Courtesy photo
Chaplain (Capt.) Chase Rotman
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Col. Matthew Johnston assumes control of the 56th Operations Group
By Senior Airman  

PhYLLiS Jimenez
56 FW/PA

It’s change of command season at Luke Air Force 
Base. U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Gregory Kreuder, 56th 
Fighter Wing commander, served as the reviewing 
officer when U.S. Air Force Col. George Watkins re-
linquished command of the 56th Operations Group 
to U.S. Air Force Col. Matthew Johnston on June 
3, 2022.

Johnston, a command pilot with more than 2,000 
flight hours in the T-37, T-38, AT-38, F-16C/D, and 
F-35A Joint Strike Fighter, earned his commission
from the United States Air Force Academy in 2001
with a Bachelor of Science in Management.

Having served as the director of operations for 
the 388th Operations Support Squadron and as the 
commander of the 34th Fighter Squadron at Hill 
AFB, Utah, Johnston says he understands how much 
squadron commanders have on their plates.

“I see my role as an enabler,” said Johnston. “I want 
to help eliminate obstacles so squadron commanders, 
senior leadership, and Airmen can do their jobs.”

This is Johnston’s second assignment to Luke 
AFB. In 2007, he was an F-16 Fighting Falcon pilot 
evaluator and chief of training for the 309th Fighter 
Squadron. He says he is impressed with what he has 
seen while visiting the flight line and is excited to 
be back in fighter country.

“I really want to see the squadrons accomplish 
their mission,” said Johnston. “If they’re accom-
plishing their mission, the group accomplishes its 
mission.”

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman Mason Hargrove 
U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Gregory Kreuder, 56th Fighter Wing commander (left), hands 
a guidon to U.S. Air Force Col. Matthew Johnston, 56th Operations Group commander, 
during the 56th OG change of command ceremony June 3, 2022, Luke Air Force Base, 
Arizona. The 56th OG builds the future of air power by executing world class flying oper-
ations, providing elite instruction and cultivating the air power community for the United 
States, our allies and our partners.

U.S. Air Force Col. Matthew 
Johnston, 56th Opera-
tions Group commander, 
provides remarks after 
assuming command dur-
ing the 56th OG change of 
command ceremony June 
3, 2022, at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona. 
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Luke AFB MedicAL Group

keeps the
Mission heALthy

Sherri Chastain, 56th Medical Group medical laboratory technologist, tests fluid 
samples for the flu, the common cold, and COVID-19, July 13, 2022, at Luke Air 
Force Base, Arizona. The 56th MDG provides routine laboratory testing, drug test-
ing and COVID-19 testing, to active-duty service members promoting health, well-
ness and ensuring military readiness. 

U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Tabatha Mongrut, 56th Medical Group medical labo-
ratory technician, examines blood samples through a microscope, July 13, 2022, 
at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. 

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman Mason Hargrove 
U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Riley O’Connor, 56th Medical Group medical labora-
tory technician, loads a blood sample into an AU680 Chemistry Analyzer, July 13, 
2022, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. The 56th MDG provides medical care for 
military members and their families to mitigate health concerns and enhance Air-
men’s ability to focus on mission readiness. 

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Kahrinna Cutts, 56th Medical Group medical laboratory 
technician, loads samples into the ACCESS 2 immunoassay chemistry system, 
July 13, 2022, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. 
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56th Fighter Wing 
Dorm Dweller Summer Bash

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman Mason Hargrove 
U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Daniel Weimer (left), 56th Fighter Wing command 
chief, competes against fellow chiefs in a wing eating contest June 24, 2022, at Luke 
Air Force Base, Arizona.

RIGHT: 56th Fighter Wing Dorm Residents compete in a dance competition, June 24, 
2022, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. The 56th FW chief’s group hosted the annual 
Summer Bash for Luke AFB dorm Airmen, providing them an opportunity to social-
ize, play games, and win prizes. 

56th Fighter 
Wing Dorm 
Residents com-
pete in a wing 
eating contest, 
June 24, 2022, 
at Luke Air 
Force Base, Ari-
zona. Attendees 
competed in 
multiple events 
including video 
game tourna-
ments, a wing 
eating contest, 
and a dance 
competition to 
win prizes and 
boost morale.
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Photo Feature

Story and photos by Senior Airman 
CAleb F. butler
56 Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The 56th Equipment Maintenance Squadron unveiled an 
F-16D Fighting Falcon painted in a heritage color scheme at 
the 310th Air Maintenance Unit hanger on Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona, June 17, 2022. This particular jet was the 
first American F-16 to score an aerial victory.

“The aircraft earned the moniker ‘MiG Killer’ as a result 
of the events that took place on Dec. 27, 1992.” said U.S. Air 
Force 1st Lt. James Mobbley, 56th EMS Fabrication Flight 
officer in charge, at the unveiling ceremony. “On this day, 
Lt. Col. Gary “Nordo” North, who was flying this F-16D, 
tail number 0778, led a flight of four F-16s on a routine 
Operation Southern Watch mission in Iraq.”

During this mission, an armed MiG-25 Foxbat entered 
into the no-fly zone. Realizing that he and his wingmen 
were in danger, North requested clearance to fire.

“He finally heard ‘bandit-bandit-bandit, cleared to kill’ 

over his headset,” said Mobbley. “North locked on with an 
AIM-120 AMRAAM (Advanced Medium Range Anti-Aircraft 
Missile), fired his missile, and eliminated the MiG.”

The paint scheme for this jet was accomplished by 12 
Fabrication Flight Airmen assigned to corrosion control 
at Luke AFB, as a means of honoring North’s actions and 
Air Force heritage. The paint job required 1,500 man-hours 
and more than 13 gallons of paint.

“This ‘What if’ design pulls cues from the Desert Camou-
flage Uniform worn during the first Gulf War, and a similar 
experimental livery of camouflage that was tested at that 
time,” said U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Michael Cichonsky, 
56th Equipment Maintenance Squadron F-35 low observ-
able aircraft structural maintainer. “Very few pictures 
exist of the test scheme, since it was hand rolled using 
latex paint, and only lasted a week before being removed. 
With this design, we not only pay homage to the history of 
General North and 0778, but it also allows us to reimagine 
if this paint scheme was selected for use during Operation 
Southern Watch.”

LEFT: Members of the fabrication flight’s corrosion control team stand with their newly 
painted F-16D Fighting Falcon during an unveiling ceremony at the 310th Air Mainte-
nance Unit hanger June 17, 2022, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. The F-16 was paint-
ed in a heritage design as a means of honoring Air Force heritage and U.S. Air Force 
Lt. Col. Gary “Nordo” North’s actions during a routine Operation Southern Watch mis-
sion in Iraq. The paint job required 1,500 man-hours and more than 13 gallons of paint.

A bay door of an F-16D Fighting Falcon sits ajar during an unveiling ceremony at the 
310th Aircraft Maintenance Unit hanger June 17, 2022, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. 

LEFT: An F-16D Fight-
ing Falcon sits on dis-
play during an unveiling 
ceremony at the 310th 
Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit hanger June 17, 
2022, at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona. The 
names of the corrosion 
control team members 
responsible for painting 
the jet can be seen in 
the lower right corner 
of the photo. The cor-
rosion control team’s 
responsibilities revolve 
around preventative 
maintenance in an effort 
to prevent or control 
corrosion, supporting 
aircraft generation and 
pilot training. 

An F-16D Fighting Falcon sits on display during an unveiling ceremony at the 310th 
Aircraft Maintenance Unit hanger June 17, 2022 at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. U.S. 
Lt. Col. Gary “Nordo” North used this jet to eliminate an enemy MiG-25 Foxbat during 
Operation Southern Watch. It is the first American F-16 to earn an aerial victory.
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Cash is hidden in your new home and it’s not under the 
cushion. Unlock your home’s value even without the equity 
with a Fixed Rate Home Equity Loan from Credit Union West.

So, even NO EQUITY means 
high potential.
•  Put in a pool
•  Make a major purchase
•  Consolidate debt

Borrow up to 133% 
of your home’s value.

HOME 
EQUITY LOANS

3.75APR*
%

TERMS UP TO 240 MONTHS

RATES AS LOW AS

* Annual Percentage Rate. Actual APR based on borrower’s credit history and loan terms. Rate is 
current as of April 1, 2021. New Credit Union West membership accounts require a $5 minimum 
balance and are subject to normal approval process. For additional account details please visit 
www.cuwest.org.           

Apply online today. Visit cuwest.org/equity

Do you have family or friends coming to  
Luke Air Force Base to visit or stay?

  Clean comfortable rooms or studio suites
  Refrigerator and microwave in all rooms
  Free hot breakfast every morning
  Complimentary high speed Internet access
  Fitness Center     Pets Welcome
  Meeting/Function space available

Ask for the Military discount.

14783 W. Grand Avenue
Surprise, AZ 85374

A member of the Hilton family.

Call Hampton Inn & Suites 623-537-9122
www.facebook.com/HamptonInnSuitesPHXSurprise

http://greatheartsroosevelt.org
http://cuwest.org/equity
www.facebook.com/HamptonInnSuitesPHXSurprise
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AMBER RUIZ
Loan Originator, NMLS 630442

RuizTeamAZ.com
Direct: (602) 695-1658
17505 N 79th Ave, Suite 413
Glendale, AZ 85308

Call me today!
AMBER RUIZ
Loan Originator, NMLS 630442

RuizTeamAZ.comRuizTeamAZ.com
Direct: (602) 695-1658Direct: (602) 695-1658
17505 N 79th Ave, Suite 413
Glendale, AZ 85308

Call me today!

ON VA LOANS

No Down Payment No Lender FeesNo PMI Lower Interest Rates

YOUR FLIGHT PLAN TO HOMEOWNERSHIP

*

Scan to download
your free guide!

* All lender closing costs such as origination, processing, underwriting, and closing will be waived, borrower is still responsible for third party fees such as VA funding fee, title, and appraisal etc. Down payment waiver is based
on VA eligibility. This offer is valid until 12/31/2022. Savings only applies to direct originations made by PrimeLending for first mortgage purchase or refinance transactions, and is not available on loans obtained through
mortgage brokers. Only one offer per loan transaction is available, and savings cannot be combined with any other offer. Savings will reflect on Closing Disclosure at closing. Borrower must lock their loan before
12/31/2022.  All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company (PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649) Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending AZ Lic. no.
0907334. v040819

The New Family Health, Inc.

Liliha Healthcare Center

Liliha Healthcare Center

Contact Liliha Healthcare Center
(808) 537-9557

Nuuanu Hale
(808) 595-6311

Visit us online at
www.newfamilyhealthhi.com

Nuuanu Hale

Nuuanu Hale

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Liliha Healthcare Center is conveniently located near Downtown Honolulu, 
close to businesses, restaurants, and health care facilities and highly 
accessible to public transportation. Liliha Healthcare Center is locally owned, 
established in June 1, 1991.  This facility is licensed by Department of Health as 
Medicare and Medicaid certified to provide Intermediate and Skilled Nursing, 
for short and long term care residents.

Established in 1975, Nuuanu Hale is a 
locally owned 75 bed State Licensed 
and Medicare/Medicaid Certified Long 
Term Care Facility, where health care 
professionals provide care 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. 

• Unit Manager (RN)
• Registered Nurse
• Licensed Practical Nurse
• Certified Nursing Assistant

• Registered Nurse
• Licensed Practical Nurse
• Certified Nursing Assistant
• Activities Assistant

For current job openings visit: www.indeed.com/cmp/New-Family-Health-1

“Ground Control to…”
“MAJOR TOM”

the Realtor
“MAJOR TOM”

Tom Ghrist
Decker & Associates #SA686790000

Relocation Services • Veteran Preferred Realtor
Former Security Forces at Luke AFB

623-499-0061 • buyandsellwithmajortom.com
majortomtherealtor@gmail.com

A CFC participant - 
provided as a public service

13 MILLION ACRES…

                                          AND COUNTING

A CFC participant - 

For more information,
go to www.ducks.org

Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation

MHA Nation Law Enforcement department is 
actively recruiting the following positions:

Highway Patrol Officer • Police Officer
Dispatcher/Telecommunications Operator
Uniformed Detective • Lieutenant of Police

Apply at 
https://www.mhanation.com/mhanationemployment

Contact Information

Human Resources Department
Reed Lone Fight 
HR Recruiter/Training Coordinator
Email: rlonefight@mhnation.com
Phone: (701) 627-8251

The Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation, also known as the Three Affiliated Tribes, is 
located on the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation in central North Dakota. The reservation 
is located on the Missouri River in McLean,  Mountrail, Dunn, McKenzie, Mercer and Ward 
counties. The reservation consists of 988,000 acres, of which 457,837 acres are owned 
by Native Americans, either as individual allotments or communally by the tribe.

The Three Affiliated Tribes will provide to the 
Tribe and people, maximum quality services, 
by being responsible, accountable, respectful, 
caring, and will incorporate the traditional 
values of our elders and ancestors.

Our Tribe

Our Mission

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. Provided as a public service.

http://ruizteamAZ.com
ww.indeed.com/cmp/New-Family-Health-1
http://buyandsellwithmajortom.com
https://www.mhanation.com/mhanationemployment
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U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Jakob Hambright 
Members of the 56th Civil Engineer Squadron race their amphibious vehicles during the squadron’s team building event at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, July 21, 2022. The en-
gineers were given full creative freedom with their designs, with the only rules requiring the driver to wear a hat, and for at least one red drink cup to be included in the design.

Members of the 56th Civil Engineer Squadron attempt to float across a pool with 
their amphibious vehicles during a squadron team building event at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona, July 21, 2022. The vehicles were judged based on how fast they could 
complete a lap inside the base gym and also outside in the base pool. 

Members of the 
56th Civil Engineer 
Squadron race 
their amphibious 
vehicles in the base 
pool during the 
squadron’s team 
building event at 
Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona, July 
21, 2022. Members 
of the 56th CES and 
other participants 
challenged the 
engineers during 
the race with water 
blasters.

CCaammaarraaddeerriiee  aanndd  CCrreeaattiivviittyy  CCoommee  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  

CCEE  CCHHAALLLLEENNGGEE

Members of the 56th Civil Engineer Squadron prepare to test their homemade am-
phibious vehicles at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, July 21, 2022. The vehicles were 
designed and built by the engineers as part of a morale-boosting event within the 
squadron. 
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MARKETING TO THE MILITARY 
AND DEFENSE INDUSTRY?

LEADERBOARD
728px by 90px

BILLBOARD
970px by 250px

Aerotechnews.com should be an 
integral part of your marketing strategy. 
With pages that are distinctly unique to 
each of the bases we serve, advertising 
on Aerotechnews.com provides your 
business with an affordable, effective 
way to reach the digitally connected 
defense industry and military market.

Your local military, veteran and 
aerospace industry is the strongest, 
most stable and lucrative market in the 
area.  Aerotechnews.com offers you 
unparalleled marketing access to the 
well-paid customers you desire online.

EXPAND YOUR REACH!

MEDIUM RECTANGLE
300px by 250px

INLINE STORY
728px by 90px

SUPER LEADERBOARD
970px by 90px

HALF PAGE
300px by 600px

Online Advertising Rates
→ Web ad pricing is one rotation per 

client, per news site, per week. 
→ Web ads rotate among 3 clients. 
→ Ads can be animated.
→ Customers can provide custom code.

Average Monthly Visits:  
64,700

Source: Google Analytics  
January – July 2022

Ad Name Ad Size Per 
week

Leaderboard 728 x 90 px $100

Billboard 970 x 250 px $100

Medium Rectangle 300 x 250 px $65

Inline Story 728 x 90 px $150

Super Leaderboard 970 x 90 px $100

Half Page 300 x 600 px $100

Call us today at 661-945-5634 or 877-247-9288 (toll-free)
or email Sandi at sbueltel@aerotechnews.com

updated 112921



REACH THE BEST MARKET

Military - Aerospace - Veterans
In Print and Digital

ALWAYS FREE ACCESS!
Frequent Updates — Breaking News — Local • Regional • National 

Your one-stop source of news and information for military,
 defense industry and aerospace professionals as 

well as aerospace enthusiasts, and military veterans.
We offer our advertisers access to a great market of 

employed, educated professionals with stable incomes.

Phone: 661-945-5634 • Toll free: 877-247-9288 
www.aerotechnews.com  •  www.thinkmilitaryads.com

www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview



U.S. Air Force 75th Anniversary
Innovate, Accelerate and Thrive

Aerotech News will publish a special publication on 
Friday, September 16, 2022 showcasing the 

75th anniversary of the United States Air Force

Advertising Deadline: September 8, 2022

661-945-5634  • 877-247-9288 • www.aerotechnews.com
www.thinkmilitaryads.com • www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview/

Aerotech News & Review • High Desert Warrior - Ft. Irwin NTC • Desert Lightning News - Nellis AFB
Thunderbolt - Luke AFB • Desert Lightning News - Davis-Monthan AFB

Since its inception in 1947, the U.S. Air Force 
has consistently broken barriers as an element 
of the finest joint warfighting team on the 
planet, and its Airmen have refined its mission 
through innovation and teamwork.

SIZE RATES
Business card – 3.325” x 2” $111.54
1/8 page – 3.325” x 5” $226.60
1/4 page – 5” x 6.5” $418.28
1/2 page – 10.25” x 6.5” $821.53
Full page  – 10.25” x 13” $1587.30

ALL ADS ARE FULL COLOR
PRINT CIRCULATION: 10,000

Call today at (877) 247-9288 (toll free) or 661 945-5634 to reserve 
your space in this very special keepsake edition of Aerotech News and Review.

Or, email Sandi at: sbueltel@aerotechnews.com



Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance
Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2021 GEICO

9515 West Camelback Road, Phoenix

602-234-3426
geico.com/phoenix-nix

http://geico.com/phoenix-nix


At Ease
 The “At Ease” is a monthly recreation 
supplement to the Thunderbolt.  All 
information was accurate at the date of 
publication and is subject to change without 
notice.

Lt. Col. Fany E. Colon de Hayes
Commander, 56 Force Support Squadron

Open - Marketing Director
Lyn Cress - Marketing Assistant

Douglas Hickins - Graphic Designer
Tony Baril - Audio-Visual Specialist

Larry Keen - Sponsorship/Donations/Advertising

www.56fss.com
Facebook/LukeEvents
Instagram/Luke_Events
YouTube:56FSSEvents

AT EASE
Monthly Supplement to the Thunderbolt 56th FSS • Luke AFB, AZ • August 2022

56fss com

Arts & Crafts
POTTERY CLASS
Aug. 13 • 10am - Noon • Sign-up by Aug. 11 
$35 includes all supplies • Ages 16 & older

MINI STOCKING HAT GARLAND
Aug. 8 • 10am - Noon
Sign-up by Aug. 2 • Free
Includes all supplies • Ages 16 & older

ACRYLIC PAINTING CLASS
Aug. 27  • 10am - Noon • Sign-up by Aug. 25 
$35 includes all supplies • Ages 16 & older

BEGINNING SEWING CLASS
Sep. 10 • 10am - Noon • Sign-up by Sep. 8
$35 includes all supplies • Ages 16 & older

Auto Shop
AUGUST’S FEATURED SERVICE -
POWER STEERING DRAIN & REFILL
$55 - Most vehicles - Customer supplies 
manufactures specified fluids
Includes: evacuation and refilling of power 
steering fluid to recommended capacity, bleed 
and leak check system, and visually inspect 
system components. 
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Silver Wings Pool
HOURS OF OPERATION 
Open Swim is Sat. & Sun., 11am - 7pm • Free 
Free Lap Swimming is available, Mon.-Fri, 
5-9am, and Mon. & Wed., 5-8pm

SCUBA DIVING CLASSES
Aug. 13-14 • 6am - 3pm
$99 • Ages 18 & up • Limited to 12
 Registration required

56fss com

Outdoor Rec
LUKE LUAU
Aug. 13 • 11am - 2 pm • Open to all • Free • 
Silver Wings Pool • Sign-up by Aug. 11
Swimming, music, games, prizes, and “Best”
Hawaiian shirt contest.  Refreshments 
available for purchase at the snack bar.

EXTREME ROPE COURSE
Aug. 20 • 7am - 4pm • R4R single airmen and 
deployed family members only • $30
Limited to 13 participants

TOP GOLF OUTING
Aug. 23 • 6:30-8:30pm • $52 • Open to all
Limited to 12 participants

MAIN EVENT
Aug. 31 • 6-10pm • Open to all • $25
Bowling, laser tag, arcade games, and pizza.  
Limited to 20 participants.

TANDEM JUMP SKYDIVING ADVENTURE
Sep. 3 and/or 24 • 7am - 1 pm • R4R Single
Airmen and Deployed Family Members Only
$30 • Limited to 20 participants 

VERDE CANYON RAILROAD TOUR
Sep. 10 • 9am - 7pm • $90 • Open to all
Limited to 12 participants

ARIZONA ZIPLINE ADVENTURES
Sep. 17 • 5am - 5pm • R4R single airmen and 
deployed family members only • $30
Limited to 12 participants

COLORADO RIVER RAFTING
Sep. 23-25 • R4R Single Airmen and deployed 
family members only • $300
Includes whitewater and Lower Gorge float.  
Limited to 12 participants.

Falcon Dunes
FALCON DUNES GOLF COURSE CLOSED
The entire Falcon Dunes Golf Course facility 
will be CLOSED Aug. 9, for course aerification.

FALCON DUNES GRILL
The Falcon Dunes Grill has resumed their full
service menu and is open daily, 6:30am - 1pm.
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Bryant Fitness Center
LABOR DAY BASKETBALL CLASSIC TOURNA-
MENT
Sep. 2-5 • 8am - 9pm • Fitness Center Gym
Spectators free.

Community Commons
CONCEALED CARRY PERMIT COURSE
Aug. 18 • Sep. 15 • 5-9:30pm • Active-duty, 
19 yrs. & older. all others, 21 yrs. & older $70 
each - Permit $60 (additional - Money Order 
required).  Sign-up via e-mail at:
56.Community Center@gmail.com

LITTLE BRUSHES
BABY & TODDLER PAINTING CLASS
Aug. 30 • 10-11am • Free • Ages 6 months - 5 
yrs. old, and parent
Create a favorite book character - themed 
painting.

Library
STORYTIME RETURNS!
Each Wednesday starting Aug. 3 • 9:30am
Ages 18 mos. - 4 yrs.
Kindergarten readiness is the basis for every-
thing we do in Storytime.  Join Ms. Kathryn 

TRAVEL ASSISTANCE & DISCOUNTS
Book domestic and overseas airfares, car 
rentals, all-inclusive tours, receive a 15% 
discounted room rate through ChoiceHotels.
com, and choose from incredible itineraries 
offered by Carnival, Princess, Norwegian, 
Royal Caribbean, Cunard, and Disney 
cruise lines.  Email your travel inquiries to 
TicketsandTours@LukeEvents.com. 

MOVIE THEATER TICKETS
Harkins VIP Gold - $9 • Popcorn Voucher - $6
AMC Movie Theaters: Yellow - $9.50 • Black - $11.50

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS - Castles N’ Coasters, 
Phoenix Zoo, Wildlife World Zoo, Medieval 
Times, Arizona Science Center, OdySea 
Aquarium, Sealife AZ Aquarium, iFly, and 
Sedona Red Rock Jeep Tours.
 
SO/CAL ATTRACTIONS - San Diego Zoo & 
Safari Park, SeaWorld, San Diego Harbor 
Cruise, the Catalina Express, and major So/Cal 
theme parks including Disneyland, Universal 
Studios, Knotts Berry Farm, & Six Flags Magic 
Mountain.

ITT

for songs, stories, and crafts to instill an early 
love of reading!

AUGUST BOOK CLUB
Aug. 11 • 10:30am • Free
Read or listen to “THE GOOD LIAR” by 
Nicholas Searle.

LIBRARY CLOSED
The Library will be CLOSED, Aug. 29 & 30, for 
system upgrading and training.  We regret any 
inconvenience

SEPTEMBER BOOK CLUB
Sep. 8 • 10:30am • Free
Read or listen to any Fairy Tale Retelling.  A 
selection of book titles is available at the 
Library.
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56th Force Support Squadron

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
(Area Code 623)

Arts and Crafts Center ...............856-6502
Auto Hobby Shop ......................856-6107
Bryant Fitness Center ................856-6241
Bryant Fitness Center Annex .....856-8299
Child Development Center .........856-6338
Club Five Six .............................856-6446
Community Commons ...............856-7152
Falcon Dunes Golf Course .........535-9334
Falcon Dunes Grill .....................856-0004
Family Child Care ......................856-2684
Fighter Country Inn (Lodging) ....856-3941
Fort Tuthill ..........................928-774-8893
G-Force Cafe ..............................856-6446
Hensman Dining Facility ............856-6396
Information, Tickets and Travel ..856-6000
Library .......................................856-7191
Marketing ..................................856-3245
Military & Family Readiness ......856-6550
NAF Human Resources ..............856-7755
Outdoor Recreation ....................856-6267
Saguaro Skies FamCamp ...........856-4891
School Age Programs ................856-7471
Silver Wings Pool ...............602-739-4826
T-Bolt Cafe .................................856-6420
Wood Hobby Shop ....................856-6566
Youth Programs .........................856-7470
Unite Program ...........................856-2472

YOUTH PROGRAMS (YP) MEMBERSHIP
Ages 9-18 • $75 each • Register at the Center.
Youth Programs features tested, proven, and
nationally recognized programs for its members.

ARCHERY CLASS
Mondays • 5-6pm
Ages 8-18 • $45 for four one hour classes

INSTRUCTORS WANTED
The Youth Center is looking for instructors for 
gymnastics, martial arts, tap-ballet, and piano 
classes.

Youth Programs

SCHOOL AGE CARE (SAC) REGISTRATION 
Register now • Youth Center • Ages 5(K)-12
Prices based on total family income 
Register at: militarychildcare.com
Program includes breakfast, an after-school
snack, transportation (pick-up and drop-off in

School Age Care

56fss com

front of Youth Programs) to-and-from Luke,
Dreaming Summit, Barbara B. Robey, and 
Heritage Elementary schools, and lots of 
enrichment programs after school to keep your 
kids active and involved.

Family Child Care 
BECOME AN FCC PROVIDER
Spouses of active duty and retired military 
members living on-and off-base, are eligible 
to become licensed Family Child Care (FCC) 
providers.  Providers must be at least 18 yrs.
old, speak, read, and write English, have a high
school diploma/GED, obtain liability insurance, 
and attend trainings.  Call 623-856-2684.




