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FORT IRWIN, Calif. – From joining the Army in 2002 as 
a 33-year-old private to becoming the command sergeant major 
of the Army’s �rst Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design platinum hospital, Command Sgt. Maj. Craig Burnard 
insists, “I was never supposed to make it this far.”

He shared the same sentiment in back-to-back ceremonies 
when Burnard relinquished responsibility of Weed Army 
Community Hospital to 1st Sgt. Rosalina Browning and then 
retired July 20, here.

Burnard, a Fullerton, California, native, said he joined the 
Army because of 9/11 and his brother, who also served in the 
military.

“I thought, if I don’t [join the Army] now, I’ll regret it for 
the rest of my life,” Burnard recalled.

Before he left for basic combat training, Burnard saw a 
glimpse of what the Army was about when a recruiter ran with 
him every weekend for three months in order to help Burnard 
get in shape for basic combat training.

“In my mind, that’s what the Army was,” Burnard said. 
“He showed me what the Army was by taking care of people.”

�roughout his career, Burnard took advantage of any op-
portunity he could to become a better Soldier, he said.

At his �rst assignment with 101st Airborne Division (Air 
Assault) on Fort Campbell, Kentucky, Burnard immediately 
deployed and later became the Soldier of the year for his unit 
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Weed ACH bids farewell to CSM during relinquishment 
of responsibility, retirement ceremonies

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Command Sgt. Maj. Craig Burnard (right), outgoing hospital command sergeant major, receives his certi�cate of 
retirement from Col. Michael Story, hospital commander, during a retirement ceremony at Weed ACH, on Fort Irwin, 
California, July 20, 2023. Burnard retired after 21 years of service to the U.S. Army. 

Tate assumes responsibility of National Training Center, Fort Irwin

Command Sgt. Maj. Carvet Tate assumed responsibility of the National Training Center and Fort 
Irwin July 24, during a ceremony on Fort Irwin, California. 

Tate previously served as the command sergeant major for 316th Cavalry Brigade at the Maneuver 

Center of Excellence at Fort Moore, Georgia.
“You’re lucky if you can be a leader here in this organization, so I’m glad I was selected for that,” Tate 

said. “I don’t take that call sign, Lead 7, lightly at all.”



as a 35-year-old specialist, he said.
He went on to attend numerous military 

schools, including some where he was the 
only combat medic in attendance, such as 
the joint �repower course, he said.

“I’m not better, I’m not smarter, I’m not 
faster, I’m not bigger, I’m not any of that,” 
Burnard said. “I’m determined.”

Burnard also took advantage of civilian 
education opportunities during his time in 
the Army.

When he joined the Army, Burnard had 
no college credits, and now he has four 
degrees, he said.

Burnard said the Army changed him as 
a person.

“It took the Army to show me that it’s 
your people that make you succeed,” Bur-
nard said. “Teach your people to succeed, 
and you have to succeed.”

Col. Michael Story, the 
Weed ACH commander, 
worked alongside Burnard 
since Story took command 
in July 2022, only six months 
after Burnard assumed re-
sponsibility of the hospital.

“You will �nd no one more 
passionate about operational 
medicine than Command 
Sgt. Maj. Burnard and what 
a journey it’s been,” Story 
said during the retirement 
ceremony. “�roughout his 
journey, what Command Sgt. 
Maj. Burnard understood is 
that true, authentic leader-
ship is about servanthood.”

One of the things Burnard 
is proudest of is never saying 
“no” if a qualified Soldier 
who had their supervisor’s 
approval wanted to go to a 
school, since many people 
join the Army because they 
want to be better than they 

were, he said.
“One of the things I ask of my Soldiers 

is I don’t need you to be the best, I just need 
you better than yesterday,” Burnard said. 
“You prove that by giving them opportuni-
ties [and] there’s nothing like seeing a Soldier 
realize who they really are in the military 
under your guidance.”

Burnard said one of his philosophies 
throughout his military career included 
training your replacement.

“It’s our job to teach junior level people 
how to be senior level people,” he said. “If 
we aren’t training them to be us, then there’s 
not going to be an us, and you’ll get what 
you get.”

Burnard said he pushed the philosophy 
that he was going to teach his Soldiers ev-
erything he knew to get them to where he 

was and then help them further themselves.
It may be no coincidence then that several 

Soldiers who used to work for him are cur-
rently command sergeants major or in the 
U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy.

“�e fact that there are that many who are 
still in the Army and … positively in�uenc-
ing the rest of the Army,” Burnard said. “I 
just think you can’t ask for better than that.”

Story spoke about Burnard’s in�uence 
during Burnard’s retirement ceremony.

“Command Sgt. Maj. Burnard, you have 
absolutely made a di�erence in the lives of 
many because of your commitment to serve 
others and you’ve in�uenced generations of 
Soldiers and family,” Story said.

Burnard plans to retire to Florida with 
his wife, Kim, and spend time with his 
grandchildren.
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Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Command Sgt. Maj. Craig Burnard, outgoing hospital command 
sergeant major, addresses the audience during a relinquishment 
of responsibility ceremony at Weed Army Community Hospital 
on Fort Irwin, California, July 20, 2023. Burnard relinquished 
responsibility of Weed ACH to 1st Sgt. Rosalina Browning. 

Photo by Kimberly Hackbarth
Command Sgt. Maj. Craig Burnard, outgoing hospital command 
sergeant major, passes the Weed Army Community Hospital 
colors to Col. Michael Story, hospital commander, during 
a relinquishment of responsibility ceremony at Weed ACH, 
on Fort Irwin, California, July 20, 2023. Burnard relinquished 
responsibility of Weed Army Community Hospital to 1st Sgt. 
Rosalina Browning. 
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Community Block Party

Fort Irwin and the Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation Directorate hosted a Community Block Party at Jack Rabbit Park on Fort Irwin, California, July 29, 2023. Entertainment 
included bounce houses, waterslides, a dunk tank, car show, and informational booths.
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Community

Courtesy photos
Soldiers and families with Regimental Support Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, conducted Operation Gratitude which focused on cleaning up local community 
playgrounds and recreational areas, the Blackhorse Horse stables and Wickam Memorial Park on Fort Irwin, California, July 20, 2023. 

RSS gives back to Fort Irwin community during OPN Gratitude

More Photos on pg 6
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More Photos on pg 7

11th ACR Soldiers earn German Armed Forces 
Pro�ciency Badge

Photos by 11th ACR Public A�airs O�ce
Soldiers with 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment (Blackhorse) vied to earn the German Armored Forces Pro�ciency Badges on Fort Irwin, California, July 25-28, 2023. Soldiers 
participated in tasks including a marksmanship test, �tness test, 100-meter swim and a ruck march in order to earn the badge.
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Homes For Heroes is my way of thanking our local
Heroes and saving them THOU$ANDS when they

buy or sell!

Claudia Morales Rothwell
760-662-9388 | Hablo Español

Realtor DRE# 01747984 | AUSA NTC-HD Board Member

NOTICE OF PUBLIC LIEN SALES
Business & Professional Code Section 21700-21707

Notice is hereby given by the undersigned that a public lien sale of 
the following described personal property will be held at the hours 
of 12 noon on the 16th day of August 2023 or thereafter. The auction 
is being held at www.selfstorageauction.com by competitive bid.   
The property is stored by Nova Storage located 16488 Adelanto Rd. 
Adelanto, CA 92301.

The items to be sold are generally described as follows: Furniture, 
clothing, tools and or other household items stored by the following 
persons.
B05 Barraza, Jaime Flores 
C07 Jimenez, Jacqueline 
F48 Carrillo, Steven 
F08 Tuon, Samet

Date: July 28th, 2023 Signed NOVA STORAGE

This notice is given in accordance with the provisions of section 21700 
et seq. of Business & Professional Code of the Sate of California. The 
owner reserves the right to bid at the sale. All purchased goods are 
sold “As Is” and must be paid for and removed at the time of sale. Sales 
subject to prior cancellation in the event of settlement between owner 
& obligated party. Auctioneer: Nova Storage
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16488 Adelanto Rd. • (760) 515-3526
Tue-Fri 10am-5pm • Sat - 10am-4pm • Sun-Mon Closed

Gate Hours 6:30am - 6:30pm

Safe • Clean • Well-Lit • Secure

FROM
$41

PER MONTH!

UP TO 30% OFF 
3 MONTHS ON 
SELECT UNITS

Individual Unit 
Alarms/Security
Extended Access 

Drive-up Convenience

NovaStorage.com

ADELANTO

NovaStorage.com

NEW CUSTOMERS RECEIVE 

$10 OFF
WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD

Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation

Join our team and be a part of the CHCC!
We are continually seeking quali�ed applicants for our Corporation.

Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation is located on the island of Saipan of 
the Northern Mariana Islands.
The mission of Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation is to provide quality, 
comprehensive health services and promote healthy environments for 
individuals at every life stage for a resilient community.
CHCC is committed to exceed standards by providing a culture of 
compassionate, quality care, honoring the dignity of its stakeholders and 
community, and promoting accountability, equity and transparency throughout 
the corporation. 

Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation currently has the following positions to �ll:

Physician - Saipan, CHCC • Physician Assistant - Saipan, CHCC
Certi�ed Nursing Assistant - Saipan, CHCC • Graduate Nurse - Saipan, CHCC
Licensed Practical Nurse - Saipan, CHCC •  Registered Nurse - Saipan, CHCC
Immunization Nurse - Saipan, CHCC • Respiratory Therapist - Saipan, CHCC

Physical Therapist - Saipan, CHCC  •  Audiologist - Saipan, CHCC
Speech Language Pathologist - Saipan, CHCC  • Clinical Supervisor - Saipan, CHCC  
Registered Dietitian - Saipan, CHCC  •  Mental Health Counselor - Saipan, CHCC

Mental Health Counselor (In-Training) - Saipan, CHCC
Manager of Respiratory Services - Saipan, CHCC

Certi�ed Nursing Assistant- Tinian Health Center 
Registered Nurse -  Tinian Health Center

Certi�ed Nursing Assistant- Rota Health Center
Licensed Practical Nursing- Tinian Health Center

Registered Nurse – Rota Health Center

Contact Us Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation • P.O. Box 500409 CK, Saipan, MP 96950
Human Resource Department at (670) 234-8950 Ext. 3583/3404

For additional list of opportunities, visit: www.chcc.health/jobopportunities.php
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when you’re struggling,
soon becomes
later becomes
someday becomes
...when?

Whatever you’re going through,
you don’t have to do it alone.

Find resources at VA . G O V/ R E A C H

Don’t wait. Reach out .
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