
An Aerotech news And review publicAtion • www.Aerotechnews.com

Serving Southern Nevada’s military community, including Nellis, Creech and NTTRvol. 5, no. 17 Aug. 19, 2022

_________ See award, on Page 2

Retired Col. John “JB” Stone visits Nellis AFB 
to present Red Flag-Nellis award in his honor

Retired Col. John “JB” Stone, the tactician behind Operation BOLO, and his son, retired Col. 
Jon Stone, watch preflight checks during Red Flag-Nellis 22-3 at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., 
July 29, 2022. John Stone was the tactician behind Operation BOLO, a mission during the 
Vietnam War that destroyed half of the North Vietnamese MiG-21 fighter force in 1996.

Participants from Red Flag-Nellis 22-3 sit with retired Col. John “JB” Stone, for the final remarks 
and the Red Flag culmination ceremony at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., July 29, 2022. Stone 
is the namesake of the Capt. John Stone award for “Outstanding Mission Commander”  
that is awarded to an exceptional blue-force pilot for their contribution to the exercise. 

Air Force photographs by Airman 1st Class Josey Blades

Capt. Paul Young, a pilot assigned to the 336th Fighter Squadron, Seymour Johnson, 
N.C., accepts the Capt. John Stone award for ‘Outstanding Mission Commander’ by
its namesake, retired Col. John “JB” Stone, during the Red Flag-Nellis 22-3 culmination
ceremony at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., July 28, 2022. The Capt. John Stone award is the
mark of influential and quintessential planning that will lead the Air Force into surpassing 
its near-peer challengers.

by Airman 1st Class Josey Blades
Nellis AFB, Nev.

 Retired Col. John “JB” Stone presented 
the Capt. John Stone award for “Out-
standing Mission Commander” to Capt. 
Paul “Bullet” Young, a pilot assigned to 
the 336th Fighter Squadron, Seymour 
Johnson AFB, N.C., during the Red Flag-
Nellis 22-3 culmination ceremony at 
Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., July 28, 2022.

At age 85, Stone visited Nellis for two 
days before presenting this award, which 
has been given out after every Red Flag-
Nellis since 2014. This is the first time that 
Stone himself has presented the award.

“I must say, I’m honored and flattered 
to be invited to come talk to this group,” 
said Stone in his speech to participants of 
Red Flag 22-3. “I didn’t know if I was in 
the right Air Force when I started hearing 
all the stuff that you guys could do and 
how you do it with such ease.”

The Capt. John Stone award showcases 
one exceptional blue-force pilot and their 
contribution to the exercise. Young not 
only demonstrated this above his 26 other 

mission commanders but also exhibited 
improvement in mission planning and 
problem-solving, a key component of Red 
Flag-Nellis.

“Red Flag training prioritizes ‘first-
timers combat missions, mission com-
mander upgrades, and f lag unique 
experiences that contribute to the high-
est readiness levels,’” said Col. Jared 
Hutchinson, 414th Combat Training 
Squadron, commander.

The significance of Stone and this 
award predates the first Red Flag in 1975 
with Operation BOLO. Operation BOLO 
was a masterful and strategic plan that 
destroyed half of the North Vietnamese 
MiG-21 fighter force in 1966. During 
that time, disgruntled talk of the same 
repeated plan created a new way of think-
ing and planning.

“The idea was to do something new 
instead of the standard plan,” said Stone. 
“The best thing we could do is change 
their idea about shooting down Ameri-
can airplanes.”
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CCAF electronic transcripts now available

‘Communication and information’ career field changes name

by Benny Seawright
Maxwell AFB, Ala.

 For the first time in its 50-year his-
tory, the Community College of the Air 
Force is now offering Electronic Tran-
scripts Delivery through Parchment, 
a digital credentialing service agency.

This is the first time CCAF has been 
able to offer this in its 50-year history.

Initial operating capability of this 
process began in July 2022, and it be-
came fully operational in August 2022.

Here is how this works
CCAF students register for an ac-

count with Parchment and then add 
CCAF to their list of schools attended. 

They then order a copy of their tran-
script to send to the address of their 
choice (school, third party or home 
address).

The transcript orders come into 
the CCAF Student Services section. 
CCAF Student Services technicians 
securely retrieve the request, verify the 
information and process the digital 
copy. Transcripts are then processed 
by Parchment for delivery. Parchment 
processes the order and delivers the 
transcript. Although CCAF does not 
charge a fee for providing student tran-
scripts, there is a processing fee charged 
by Parchment. The request is processed 
within 2-3 days.

To be the “College of Choice” for our 
enlisted members, and to assist them 
in paving a way to their success for 
many more years to come, CCAF must 
continue to seek better ways through 
technology to improve our services.

This is the next step to the digital 
age and is the right thing to do for 
our students. It provides faster access 
to their digital credentials and allows 
students to pursue higher education or 
seek employment faster when needing 
their transcript. The process that has 
taken up to 45 days can now be done in 
three days or less. This new electronic 
transcript process is just one example. 
Many more improvements are com-

On July 1, 2022, the “Communication 
and Information” career field changed 
its name to “Cyberspace and Informa-
tion Technology.”

“The career field name is in sync with 
the on-going shift in mission and over-
all focus of the cyberspace career field 
including military (officer and enlisted) 
and civilians,” said Lauren Knausen-
berger, Department of the Air Force 

chief information officer. “The career 
field is transforming to a cyberspace 
mission that’s enabled by information 
technology and all of its digital com-
ponents.”

At this time, no occupational series 
will be added to or eliminated from the 
career field’s current exclusive or shared 
series and there is no occupational series 
impact to other career fields.

Additionally, the Cyberspace and 
Information Technology career field is 
working to implement and code cyber 
positions as defined by the Department 
of Defense Cyber Workforce Framework.

Some Department of the Air Force 
cyber positions also transitioned to the 
new Cyber Excepted Service structure 
to assist in tracking and retaining cyber 
talent in Department of Defense.

“It is an exciting time for the Cy-
berspace and Information Technology 
Career Field as we continue down the 
path of digital transformation where the 
cyberspace domain enables all we de-
liver for the warfighter,” Knausenberger 
said. “This new name encompasses all 
we do and aids in the recruitment and 
retention of the cyber and IT talent we 
need to meet today’s missions.
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Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Josey Blades

Retired Col.  John 
“J B ”  S t o n e ,  t h e 
t a c t i c i a n  b e h i n d 
O p erat ion BO LO, 
and his son, retired 
Col. Jon Stone, pose 
in front of an F-22A 
R a p t o r  a s s i g n e d 
to the 27th Fighter 
Squadron, Langley 
Air Force Base, Va., 
during Red Flag-
Nellis 22-3 at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev., 
July 29, 2022. John 
Stone was at Nellis 
to present the Capt. 
John Stone award for 
‘Outstanding Mission 
Commander’ for the 
first time.

ing. For more information, visit www.
airuniversity.af.edu/Barnes/CCAF/.

In short, Stone devised 
a tactic to imitate an F-105 
Thunderchief bombing forma-
tion. This allowed Col. Robin 
Olds, the 8th Tactical Fighter 
Wing commander at the time, 
to lead a group of F-4 Phantom 
IIs that destroyed about half 
of the opposing operational 
forces.

With such history, the 
Capt. John Stone award is 
the mark of inf luential and 
quintessential planning that 
will lead the Air Force in 
surpassing its near-peer chal-
lengers. To have the namesake 
present this award is an honor 
that only occurs at Nellis Air 
Force Base.
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SecAF visits Nellis Air Force Base, touts 
Warfare Center role in future fight

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Zachary Rufus

secretary of the Air Force visits Creech

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Ariel O’Shea

Secretary of the Air Force Frank Kendall poses with Airmen assigned to the 432nd Wing/432nd Expeditionary Wing at Creech Air Force 
Base, Nev., July 29, 2022. Kendall participated in a roundtable discussion to listen and respond to their questions and concerns.

by Airman 1st Class Ariel O’Shea
Creech AFB, Nev.

Secretary of the Air Force Frank Ken-
dall visited the 432nd Wing/432nd Air 
Expeditionary Wing at Creech Air Force 
Base, Nev., July 29, 2022, to learn first-
hand the base’s importance in remotely 
piloted aircraft innovation.

Kendall’s conversation with Creech 
leaders focused on the continuous effort 
to establish Next Generation Air Domi-
nance through investing in technology, 
mechanics and the people who provide 
mission support.

“Our weapon system is the RPA 

Triad: Airmen, Aircraft and Infrastruc-
ture,” said Col. Eric Schmidt, 432nd 
Wing/432nd AEW commander. “Air-
men are the most critical part of the 
Triad and we have taken steps to prepare 
the Hunters for the future fight.”

Part of that preparation includes al-
leviating the operational and emotional 
stress that RPA Airmen incur as a result 
of their hard work. Because of their skill, 
they experience a high demand for sup-
port from Combatant Commanders. 
Maximizing performance by ensuring 
peak mental health is a key function of 
the Human Performance Team.

The HPT, a unique team of Op-

erational Psychologists, Aerospace and 
Operational Physiologists (AOP), Flight 
Surgeons, and a Religious Support Team 
(RST) identified for RPA support, repre-
sent specialty areas of stressors that RPA 
crews may face.

“We’ve found that by having support 
embedded in units, the providers are 
able to build better relationships, gain 
trust, and have a better understanding of 
the mission,” said Chaplain/Maj. James 
Taylor, the HPT flight chief. “This allows 
our providers to be more proactive than 
reactive with their support.”

Based on the positive feedback gener-
ated from integrated support units, steps 

have been taken to further expand such 
initiatives. Creech looks to introduce 
the True North program, which embeds 
providers and spiritual leaders within 
squadrons and groups where they are 
most needed.

“There are four pillars of the resilience 
model: mental, physical, social and spiri-
tual,” said Master Sgt. Peter Berger, the 
HPT superintendent. “We must have 
equal focus on each pillar to ensure that 
Airmen realize their full potential.”

The Wing has also begun the process 
of incorporating an Operational Support 
Team, an embedded medical team that 
aims to provide on-site care, training 
and preventive fitness. The quicker an 
Airman can have their physical needs 
addressed, the better equipped they are 
to face operational challenges.

“The care of all types provided to our 
Airmen at Creech is responsive and pro-
fessional. These Airmen carry out their 
duties with expertise and dedication, 
but these responsibilities create stress 
and other concerns,” Kendall said. “The 
embedded resiliency support we provide 
is designed to ensure that Airmen have 
ready access to care for all their mental, 
spiritual and physical health needs,” 
Kendall said.

The visit wrapped with Kendall person-
ally meeting with five exceptional Airmen 
and coining them to recognize their ac-
complishments and dedication to duty.

“It was inspiring and humbling to 
meet with these dedicated Airmen who 
are constantly looking for innovative 
options and new ideas to improve RPA 
operations,” Kendall said.

Secretary of the Air Force 
Frank Kendall is greeted by 
Maj. Gen. Case Cunningham, 
U.S. Air Force Warfare Center 
commander,  and Chief 
Master Sgt. Gene Jameson, 
USAFWC command chief, 
upon arrival at Nellis Air 
Force Base, Nev., July 28, 
2022. Kendall and his team 
visited multiple units at 
Nellis to meet total force 
Airmen and learn more 
about current operations 
and concerns.

By Airman 1st Class Makenna Gott
Nellis AFB, Nev.

 Secretary of the Air Force Frank Kendall 
visited Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., to see the cul-
mination of Red Flag-Nellis 22-3 on July 28, 2022.

For 47 years Red Flag participants have been 
presented with the latest in adversary tactics 
and the most challenging training scenarios to 
ensure their survivability in real conflict, and 
Red Flag 22-3 took that tradition to a new level 
by presenting warfighters even tougher problem 
sets focused on peer competitors’ capabilities.

________________ See SECaf, on Page 4
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CCAF electronic transcripts now available

‘Communication and information’ career field changes name

by Benny Seawright
Maxwell AFB, Ala.

 For the first time in its 50-year his-
tory, the Community College of the Air 
Force is now offering Electronic Tran-
scripts Delivery through Parchment, 
a digital credentialing service agency.

This is the first time CCAF has been 
able to offer this in its 50-year history.

Initial operating capability of this 
process began in July 2022, and it be-
came fully operational in August 2022.

Here is how this works
CCAF students register for an ac-

count with Parchment and then add 
CCAF to their list of schools attended. 

They then order a copy of their tran-
script to send to the address of their 
choice (school, third party or home 
address).

The transcript orders come into 
the CCAF Student Services section. 
CCAF Student Services technicians 
securely retrieve the request, verify the 
information and process the digital 
copy. Transcripts are then processed 
by Parchment for delivery. Parchment 
processes the order and delivers the 
transcript. Although CCAF does not 
charge a fee for providing student tran-
scripts, there is a processing fee charged 
by Parchment. The request is processed 
within 2-3 days.

To be the “College of Choice” for our 
enlisted members, and to assist them 
in paving a way to their success for 
many more years to come, CCAF must 
continue to seek better ways through 
technology to improve our services.

This is the next step to the digital 
age and is the right thing to do for 
our students. It provides faster access 
to their digital credentials and allows 
students to pursue higher education or 
seek employment faster when needing 
their transcript. The process that has 
taken up to 45 days can now be done in 
three days or less. This new electronic 
transcript process is just one example. 
Many more improvements are com-

On July 1, 2022, the “Communication 
and Information” career field changed 
its name to “Cyberspace and Informa-
tion Technology.”

“The career field name is in sync with 
the on-going shift in mission and over-
all focus of the cyberspace career field 
including military (officer and enlisted) 
and civilians,” said Lauren Knausen-
berger, Department of the Air Force 

chief information officer. “The career 
field is transforming to a cyberspace 
mission that’s enabled by information 
technology and all of its digital com-
ponents.”

At this time, no occupational series 
will be added to or eliminated from the 
career field’s current exclusive or shared 
series and there is no occupational series 
impact to other career fields.

Additionally, the Cyberspace and 
Information Technology career field is 
working to implement and code cyber 
positions as defined by the Department 
of Defense Cyber Workforce Framework.

Some Department of the Air Force 
cyber positions also transitioned to the 
new Cyber Excepted Service structure 
to assist in tracking and retaining cyber 
talent in Department of Defense.

“It is an exciting time for the Cy-
berspace and Information Technology 
Career Field as we continue down the 
path of digital transformation where the 
cyberspace domain enables all we de-
liver for the warfighter,” Knausenberger 
said. “This new name encompasses all 
we do and aids in the recruitment and 
retention of the cyber and IT talent we 
need to meet today’s missions.
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Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Josey Blades

Retired Col.  John 
“J B ”  S t o n e ,  t h e 
t a c t i c i a n  b e h i n d 
O p erat ion BO LO, 
and his son, retired 
Col. Jon Stone, pose 
in front of an F-22A 
R a p t o r  a s s i g n e d 
to the 27th Fighter 
Squadron, Langley 
Air Force Base, Va., 
during Red Flag-
Nellis 22-3 at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev., 
July 29, 2022. John 
Stone was at Nellis 
to present the Capt. 
John Stone award for 
‘Outstanding Mission 
Commander’ for the 
first time.

ing. For more information, visit www.
airuniversity.af.edu/Barnes/CCAF/.

In short, Stone devised 
a tactic to imitate an F-105 
Thunderchief bombing forma-
tion. This allowed Col. Robin 
Olds, the 8th Tactical Fighter 
Wing commander at the time, 
to lead a group of F-4 Phantom 
IIs that destroyed about half 
of the opposing operational 
forces.

With such history, the 
Capt. John Stone award is 
the mark of inf luential and 
quintessential planning that 
will lead the Air Force in 
surpassing its near-peer chal-
lengers. To have the namesake 
present this award is an honor 
that only occurs at Nellis Air 
Force Base.
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SecAF visits Nellis Air Force Base, touts 
Warfare Center role in future fight

Air Force photograph by Senior Airman Zachary Rufus

secretary of the Air Force visits Creech

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Ariel O’Shea

Secretary of the Air Force Frank Kendall poses with Airmen assigned to the 432nd Wing/432nd Expeditionary Wing at Creech Air Force 
Base, Nev., July 29, 2022. Kendall participated in a roundtable discussion to listen and respond to their questions and concerns.

by Airman 1st Class Ariel O’Shea
Creech AFB, Nev.

Secretary of the Air Force Frank Ken-
dall visited the 432nd Wing/432nd Air 
Expeditionary Wing at Creech Air Force 
Base, Nev., July 29, 2022, to learn first-
hand the base’s importance in remotely 
piloted aircraft innovation.

Kendall’s conversation with Creech 
leaders focused on the continuous effort 
to establish Next Generation Air Domi-
nance through investing in technology, 
mechanics and the people who provide 
mission support.

“Our weapon system is the RPA 

Triad: Airmen, Aircraft and Infrastruc-
ture,” said Col. Eric Schmidt, 432nd 
Wing/432nd AEW commander. “Air-
men are the most critical part of the 
Triad and we have taken steps to prepare 
the Hunters for the future fight.”

Part of that preparation includes al-
leviating the operational and emotional 
stress that RPA Airmen incur as a result 
of their hard work. Because of their skill, 
they experience a high demand for sup-
port from Combatant Commanders. 
Maximizing performance by ensuring 
peak mental health is a key function of 
the Human Performance Team.

The HPT, a unique team of Op-

erational Psychologists, Aerospace and 
Operational Physiologists (AOP), Flight 
Surgeons, and a Religious Support Team 
(RST) identified for RPA support, repre-
sent specialty areas of stressors that RPA 
crews may face.

“We’ve found that by having support 
embedded in units, the providers are 
able to build better relationships, gain 
trust, and have a better understanding of 
the mission,” said Chaplain/Maj. James 
Taylor, the HPT flight chief. “This allows 
our providers to be more proactive than 
reactive with their support.”

Based on the positive feedback gener-
ated from integrated support units, steps 

have been taken to further expand such 
initiatives. Creech looks to introduce 
the True North program, which embeds 
providers and spiritual leaders within 
squadrons and groups where they are 
most needed.

“There are four pillars of the resilience 
model: mental, physical, social and spiri-
tual,” said Master Sgt. Peter Berger, the 
HPT superintendent. “We must have 
equal focus on each pillar to ensure that 
Airmen realize their full potential.”

The Wing has also begun the process 
of incorporating an Operational Support 
Team, an embedded medical team that 
aims to provide on-site care, training 
and preventive fitness. The quicker an 
Airman can have their physical needs 
addressed, the better equipped they are 
to face operational challenges.

“The care of all types provided to our 
Airmen at Creech is responsive and pro-
fessional. These Airmen carry out their 
duties with expertise and dedication, 
but these responsibilities create stress 
and other concerns,” Kendall said. “The 
embedded resiliency support we provide 
is designed to ensure that Airmen have 
ready access to care for all their mental, 
spiritual and physical health needs,” 
Kendall said.

The visit wrapped with Kendall person-
ally meeting with five exceptional Airmen 
and coining them to recognize their ac-
complishments and dedication to duty.

“It was inspiring and humbling to 
meet with these dedicated Airmen who 
are constantly looking for innovative 
options and new ideas to improve RPA 
operations,” Kendall said.

Secretary of the Air Force 
Frank Kendall is greeted by 
Maj. Gen. Case Cunningham, 
U.S. Air Force Warfare Center 
commander,  and Chief 
Master Sgt. Gene Jameson, 
USAFWC command chief, 
upon arrival at Nellis Air 
Force Base, Nev., July 28, 
2022. Kendall and his team 
visited multiple units at 
Nellis to meet total force 
Airmen and learn more 
about current operations 
and concerns.

By Airman 1st Class Makenna Gott
Nellis AFB, Nev.

 Secretary of the Air Force Frank Kendall 
visited Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., to see the cul-
mination of Red Flag-Nellis 22-3 on July 28, 2022.

For 47 years Red Flag participants have been 
presented with the latest in adversary tactics 
and the most challenging training scenarios to 
ensure their survivability in real conflict, and 
Red Flag 22-3 took that tradition to a new level 
by presenting warfighters even tougher problem 
sets focused on peer competitors’ capabilities.

________________ See SECaf, on Page 4
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LEFT: Secretary of the Air Force Frank Kendall coins Staff Sgt. 
Alicia Thomas, 99th Air Base Wing food service shift leader, 
during his visit to Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., July 28, 2022. Kendall 
and his team visited multiple units at Nellis to meet total force 
Airmen and learn more about current operations and concerns.

Air Force photographs by Senior Airman Zachary Rufus

Secretary of the Air Force Frank Kendall greets Tech. Sgt. Jeromy 
Vranknen, IT specialist assigned to the 31st Combat Training 
Squadron, during SecAF’s visit to Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., 
July 28, 2022. Kendall and his team visited multiple units at 
Nellis to meet total force Airmen and learn more about current 
operations and concerns.

SECaf, from Page 3 ___________

“We have a high-end peer competitor 
problem now, and these exercises are 
enormously valuable in getting people 
ready to take on that challenge.  Our 
response to this challenge also includes 
agile combat employment as part of our 
approach to dealing with the high end 
threat,” Kendall said.

Before this iteration of Red Flag, 
the 65th Aggressor Squadron was re-
activated to provide dedicated fifth-
generation adversary air for our forces 
and allies to train against.

“It’s critically important that we have 
training that emulates the kind of ad-
versary that our Airmen might actually 
have to face,” Kendall said.

During his visit, Kendall learned 
about the mission of the 414th Combat 
Training Squadron, Red Flag, and also 
toured various facilities including the 
Virtual Test and Training Center, the 
Shadow Operations Center-Nellis, and 
the 59th Test and Evaluation Squadron’s 
Data Lab.

“I saw a lot here that is going to influ-
ence where we’re going,” Kendall said. 
“We’ve long had an advantage in the 
sophistication and robustness of our 
training, I saw some examples of that 
while I was here.”

Kendall emphasized, “I also saw 

some things that are pointing out the 
direction to the future and where we 
need to go to advance our capabilities 
even further.”

The Secretary also applauded the US-
AFWC’s Pacing Challenge Campaign 
Plan as vital to focusing test, training 
and tactics development on the future 
fight. 

“The USAF Warfare Center ensures 
Airmen have the best integrated and ad-
vanced training, most capable and op-
erationally agile equipment, and most 
effective tactics available to conduct 
joint, all-domain combat operations,” 
Kendall said.
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MQ-9 showcases capabilities 
to Joint Force during first-time 
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By 1st Lt. Lindsey Heflin
Eglin AFB, Fla.

The 556th Test and Evaluation Squadron at Creech 
Air Force Base, Nev., recently validated the MQ-9 
Reaper’s agility and proved mission relevance to the 
U.S. Indo-Pacific Command’s Joint Force through their 
participation in the Valiant Shield exercise.

Valiant Shield provides a versatile venue to test 
current and new technologies and platforms through 
integration across U.S. forces. This marks the first time 
an Operational Test MQ-9 participated in an exercise 
of this magnitude.

The primary objectives of the MQ-9 OT team during 
the biennial event were to prove Reaper Agile Combat 
Employment in the Pacific Theater, integrate with the 
Office of the Under Secretary of Defense’s experimental 
division’s killchain acceleration effort, and test maritime 
capabilities and integration tactics. Additionally, they 
set out to evaluate long-range hellfire employment and 
assess an Electronic Support Measures pod, Command 
and Control Common Operating Picture integration, 
and the Cavok Tactical Situation Display for aircrew.

During the exercise the 556th TES conducted 24/7 
operations for 19 days straight over an area spanning 
9,000 miles; from Creech to three separate operating 
locations in the Pacific.

Aircrew conducted all sorties from Creech using 

Satellite Communications for all taxi and airborne 
procedures. The singular exception was a specific Line-
of-Sight recovery test used to validate the Ruggedized 
Aircraft Maintenance Test Stand’s ability to take con-
trol and command the landing of an arriving lost-link 
aircraft. This test concluded by taxiing the aircraft 
back using the enhanced-taxi capability inherent in 
the new 2410 flight software version under control by 
the RAMTS.

“The ability for the plane to land itself lost-link was 
validated upon initial arrival to Andersen AFB with the 
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LEFT: Secretary of the Air Force Frank Kendall coins Staff Sgt. 
Alicia Thomas, 99th Air Base Wing food service shift leader, 
during his visit to Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., July 28, 2022. Kendall 
and his team visited multiple units at Nellis to meet total force 
Airmen and learn more about current operations and concerns.

Air Force photographs by Senior Airman Zachary Rufus

Secretary of the Air Force Frank Kendall greets Tech. Sgt. Jeromy 
Vranknen, IT specialist assigned to the 31st Combat Training 
Squadron, during SecAF’s visit to Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., 
July 28, 2022. Kendall and his team visited multiple units at 
Nellis to meet total force Airmen and learn more about current 
operations and concerns.

SECaf, from Page 3 ___________
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crew on the RAMTS passively monitor-
ing,” said Lt. Col. Michael Chmielewski, 
556th TES commander. “Throughout the 
exercise, the RAMTS was the only equip-
ment used to generate all sorties. No tra-
ditional Launch and Recovery equipment 
was used.”

A notable sortie that took place during 
the exercise included the MQ-9 RACE 
team’s ability to set up operations in Pa-
lau with 1.5 pallets of equipment and ten 
personnel. Utilizing a U.S. Marine Corps 
Forward Area Refueling Point, the team 
generated three sorties over the course of 28 
hours with the average time on the ground 
just over an hour.

After the aircraft took-off on its final 
flight from Palau, the personnel and equip-
ment were then loaded on a C-17, flown to 
Guam, and were used to land the same OT 

MQ-9 they originally launched from Palau 
when it returned from its sortie.

“The first-ever landing and departure of 
an MQ-9 unmanned aerial vehicle sends a 
clear message about our ability to ensure a 
free and open Indo-Pacific,” said Ambas-
sador John Hennessey-Niland, U.S. Em-
bassy Palau. “USINDOPACOM’s Valiant 
Shield 2022 exercise was a huge success, 
demonstrating America’s commitment 
and capability to defend Palau.”

The combination of MQ-9 persistence 
and multiple intelligence gathering sources 
and capabilities during mission execution 
proved valuable to the Joint Force in ac-
celerating the killchain through the Find-
Fix-Track phases.

One of the most prominent accomplish-
ments for the MQ-9 community was the 
first-ever connection from an Electronic 
Support Measure pod to the C2 Common 
Operating Picture integration lab. Data col-

lected by the pod was pushed to the theater 
common operating picture and the Air 
and Space Operations Center, connecting 
everyone on the network across the theater. 
Information from the C2 Common Oper-
ating Picture was also pushed to the MQ-9 
ops cell and aircrew, enhancing target area 
awareness.   

“The ESM pod and integration with a 
C2 Common Operating Picture are emerg-
ing capabilities that were assessed for MQ-9 
utility in Valiant Shield,” said Chmielewski. 
“The ESM pod proved its ability to give the 
MQ-9 an all-weather, long-range sensor 
capable of finding, fixing, and tracking 
targets of interest to enhance situational 
awareness and provide actionable target-
ing solutions as part of the Joint killchain.” 

Valiant Shield demonstrated the abil-
ity to use current capabilities to make the 
MQ-9 agile and mission relevant in USIN-
DOPACOM by proving the MQ-9’s ability 

to fit into the Agile Combat Engagement 
concept of employment in theater.  

Applying Reaper Agile Combat Em-
ployment tactics today and not solely 
reserving them for future use in major 
combat operations creates opportunities 
to build partnership capacity and provide 
temporary operating locations, ultimately 
maximizing collection times in different 
portions of the vast Indo-Pacific Theater.

“Future capabilities, with continued 
development, show promise for automated 
features on the leading edge that will feed 
the battlespace picture, accelerate the kill-
chain, and increase the targeting process 
lethality,” said Chmielewski.  

Successful MQ-9 mission execution in 
Valiant Shield involved enterprise support 
from Air Combat Command, Pacific Air 
Forces, Air National Guard, Air Force 
Reserve Command, U.S. Marine Corps, 
and private sector organizations.

Air Force photographs

Friends, family and leaders were on hand to 
welcome Airmen from the 432nd Wing home! 
They returned from a deployment to Africa, where 
they showed that the Hunter Familiy is prepared to 
deliver premier results anytime, anywhere.
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Members of the 547th 
Intelligence Squadron, 
as well as personnel and 
contractors from the Ne-
vada Test and Training 
Range, toured the NTTR 
to see how their designed 
targets were brought to 
life.

T he se  t a rge t s  a id 
NTTR users during train-
ing missions by providing 
a realistic experience and 
outcome.

LEF T:  Al l  S ource  Inte l 
A n a l y s t s ,  ass i g n e d  to 
the 547th Intell igence 
Squadron, and Nevada 
Test and Training Range 
personnel  explain the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e 
intelligence representative 
targets at the NTTR, Nev., 
Aug. 5, 2022. Working with 
the NTTR, All Source Intel 
Analyst assist and advise 
commanders on mission 
planning. 

L E F T :  J o h n 
Holland, Nevada 
Test and Training 
R a n g e  E O D 
t e c h n i c i a n , 
speak s with a 
contractor who 
built intelligence 
representative 
targets at the 
Nevada Test and 
Training Range, 
N e v. ,  Au g .  5 , 
2022. 

J o h n  H o l l a n d , 
Nevada Test and 
Training Range EOD 
technician, speaks 
w i t h  A l l  S o u r c e 
I n t e l  A n a l y s t s , 
ass i g n e d  to  t h e 
547th Intelligence 
Squadron, about 
t h e  i nte l l i g e n ce 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
targets at the NTTR, 
Nev., Aug. 5, 2022. 

Nevada Test and Training Range personnel and contractors survey and inspect intelligence 
representative targets during a tour at the Nevada Test and Training Range, Nev., Aug. 
5, 2022. The designs of the intelligence representative targets that the analysts created 
were brought to life by the contractors and NTTR personnel to assist users of the NTTR 
during training missions for realistic experience and outcome.

All Source Intel Analysts assigned to the 547th Intelligence Squadron look at the 
intelligence representative targets that they designed at the Nevada Test and Training 
Range, Nev., Aug. 5, 2022. Working with the NTTR, All Source Intel Analyst assist and advise 
commanders on mission planning.

Lt. Col. Car y McCrear y, 
Nevada Test and Training 
Range deputy of operations 
directory, shows off a soon-
to-be recycled piece of 
debris during a tour of the 
NTTR, Nev., Aug. 5, 2022. Any 
money made from selling 
the recyclable materials 
are then put back into the 
NTTR funds to purchase 
equipment.

Nevada Test and Training Range personnel and All Source Intel Analysts, assigned to the 
547th Intelligence Squadron, talk about the capabilities of Synthetic Aperture Radar Map 
Target Area at the NTTR, Nev., Aug. 5, 2022. The NTTR provides the warfighter a flexible, 
realistic and multidimensional battle-space to conduct testing tactics development and 
advanced training in support of U.S. national interests.

designs become reality
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Strength through partnership: 

United Kingdom Space Command visits Nellis AFB

Col. Daniel J. Lehoski, United States Air Force Weapons School commander, stands for a 
photo with a delegation from UK Space Command, Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Aug. 3, 2022. 
UK Space Command stood up on 1 Apr 2021 at Royal Air Force High Wycombe. A Joint 
organization, it draws from all three services as well as civil service, industry, and academia. 
The command is responsible for defense space operations, capability and training.

Air Vice Marshal Paul 
Godfrey, commander 
of United Kingdom 
S p a c e  C o m m a n d , 
lead a  de le gat ion 
to Nell is  Air  Force 
Base, Nev. ,  Aug. 3, 
2022. Godfrey is the 
inaugural Commander 
of UK Space Command 
which stood up on 
April 1,2021, at Royal Air 
Force High Wycombe.

Col. Daniel J. Lehoski, United 
States Air Force Weapons 
School commander, walks with 
Air Vice Marshal Paul Godfrey, 
Commander United Kingdom 
Space Command, during a flight 
line tour for a delegation from 
UK Space Command, Nellis Air 
Force Base, Nev., Aug. 3, 2022. 
Nurturing relationships with 
allied partners remains a top 
priority for Nellis AFB and Air 
Combat Command.
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702-333-0090

FAX
725-214-6292

https://www.geico.com/insurance-agents/nevada/las-vegas/hugh-hamilton/
http://702auctions.com
www.nevadaosteopath.com
http://AdvantageRealtyNV.com
www.EcosMedicareSolutions.com
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AVIATION NATION
AIR & SPACE 
EXPO 2022

NOVEMBER 4-6, 2022
FEATURING THE

USAF Thunderbirds!
F-35A Lightning II Demonstration Team

F-22 Raptor Demonstration Team

Your company can show its support for our military and reach out to a very captive audience by advertising 
in the o�  cial Air Show Edition of the Desert Lightning News, base newspaper for Nellis AFB.

Featuring a schedule of all events at this year’s Nellis Air Show, the full-color Nellis Air Show 2022 Edition, 
will be distributed in all its regular Nellis AFB locations and over 200 locations throughout Las Vegas as 
well as distributed to spectators. It is estimated that over 200,000 people will attend the show. This edition 
will also be available in digital format, with all ads being linked to the advertiser’s web site. Also, it should 
be noted that this publication is a souvenir item that will be kept and looked at long after the Air Show. 
Call now to reserve your ad space in this very special edition.

For more information call (877) 247-9288 
or email: sbueltel@aerotechnews.com

PUBLICATION DATE: NOVEMBER 4, 2022 • TOTAL CIRCULATION: 35,000
ADVERTISING DEADLINE: October 20, 2022



August 19, 2022    11
Facebook.com/NellisDesertLightningNews

Desert lightning news s. nevADA
www.aerotechnews.com/nellisafb

www.pediatricdentalcareassociates.com  •  6365 Simmons St., Suite 100  •  North Las Vegas  •  Located at the SW corner of Aliante and Centennial Parkway

Specializing in dentistry for children of all ages, including those with special needs.

Most insurances accepted.

Dentistry For Children

702-853-7322

Special ServiceS 
• Nitrous Oxide 

• Sedation  
• Hospital Dentistry

Board Certified Pediatric Dentists
Dr. Jon P. Galea

Dr. Elizabeth J. McGee

2 GREAT SUPERSTORE LOCATIONS
301 S. MARTIN LUTHER KING BLVD. LAS VEGAS, NV 89106  /  671 MARKS ST. HENDERSON, NV 89014

STORE HOURS: MON.-SAT. 10AM-8PM / SUN. 10AM-6PM / Shop 24/7@walkerfurniture.com
*See store for details.

Thank You For Your Service
Walker Supports The Brave Men & Women

Who Serve Our Country
Military Discounts Available*

$64799
COMPARE $1599.99

Sofa SAVE 
OVER 

$350 
GAINES COLLECTION 
Oversized contemporary style sofa includes 
4 accent pillows as shown. While supplies last. 
Loveseat $627.99

PRICE REDUCTION!

LOCALLY OWNED FOR OVER 67 YEARS

HUNDREDS OF ITEMS TO CHOOSE FROM
NEXT DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE OR PICK IT UP*

HUNDREDS OF ITEMS TO CHOOSE FROM
IN-STOCK!IN-STOCK!

$21 MILLION DOLLARS OF INVENTORY

2 & 3 Bedroom Apartment Homes • 642-0140
• Only 6 miles from Gate • Pet Friendly
• Fireplaces  • Washer & Dryers
• Non-Smoking Units* • Reduced Rates for Military

Swimming Pool, Spa, Fitness Center, Club House, 
Covered Parking, Tot Lot, Vaulted Ceilings, 

Quiet Residential Neighborhoods

370 Casa Norte Dr, North Las Vegas, NV
CRAIG RANCH VILLAS

Aprille Noble, Loan Officer
Retired Air Force Veteran

United Security Financial Corp.
NMLS 94915/2172440

Looking to purchase 
or refinance, let’s talk!

(702) 530-5019 
anoble@usfwholesale.net

VA Home Specialist/Govt/Conv/Jumbo/Non-QM

7175 W. Lake Mead Blvd. Ste. 130 • West exit of US-95 at corner of Rocksprings

11am - 9 pm (Closed Mondays)
Dine In, Take Out, Curbside, Patio, Pet Seating

215 & Durango - Smith’s Shopping Center
7070 N. Durango @ Elkhorn

Featuring Homemade Greek, Italian & Mediterranean 

702-396-0070 • www.marketgrillecafe.com

EXPIRES 09/23/22

10% OFF
with this coupon 

Creative Real 
Estate Associates

RENTAL HOMES IN 
• North Las Vegas
• Las Vegas
• Henderson

Rents from $750
Contact us

702-450-5778
www.CreativeRE.com jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

   

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications

CURE PREVENT TREAT

mailto:anoble@usfwholesale.net
http://walkerfurniture.com
www.pediatricdentalcareassociates.com
https://www.craigranchvillas.com/
www.marketgrillecafe.com
www.CreativeRE.com


         

The prices of our homes, included features, plans, specifications, promotions/incentives, neighborhood build-out and available locations are subject to change without notice. Stated dimensions, 
square footage and acreage are approximate and should not be used as a representation of any home’s or homesite’s precise or actual size, location or orientation. There is no guarantee that 
any particular homesite or home will be available. No information or material herein is to be construed to be an offer or solicitation for sale. A Broker/Agent must register their client in person on 
client’s first visit at each community for a Broker/Agent to receive a commission or referral fee, if available. Not all features and options are available in all homes. Unless otherwise expressly 
stated, homes do not come with hardscape, landscape, or other decorator items. Any photographs or renderings used herein reflect artists’ conceptions and are for illustrative purposes only. 
Community maps, illustrations, plans and/or amenities reflect our current vision and are subject to change without notice. Maps not to scale. Some amenities may not yet be constructed. Builder 
reserves the right to change the size, design, configuration and location of amenities not yet constructed and does not warrant the suitability thereof for any use or for any person. Marketing 
promotions/incentives, if any, are subject to conditions or restrictions and are subject to change without notice. Builder does not warrant the suitability of any trail for any use or for any person. 
Our name and the logos contained herein are registered trademarks of Tri Pointe Homes, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries. © 2022 Tri Pointe Homes Nevada, Inc. Nevada Contractor’s License No. 
3633A. NRED Broker License # B.0041921.CORP. All rights reserved.

W TriPointeHomes.com

P 702.213.9543

Tri Pointe Homes - Azure Park - Plan 1
2,210 Square Feet 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2 Car Garage

//www.tripointehomes.com
The prices of our homes, included features, plans, specifications, promotions/incentives, neighborhood build-out, and available locations are
subject to change without notice. Stated dimensions, square footage, and acreage are approximate and should not be used as a representation
of any home’s or homesite’s precise or actual size, location, or orientation. There is no guarantee that any particular homesite or home will be
available. No information or material herein is to be construed to be an offer or solicitation for sale. A Broker/Agent must register their client in
person on the client’s first visit at each community for a Broker/Agent to receive a commission or referral fee, if available. Not all features and
options are available in all homes. Unless otherwise expressly stated, homes do not come with hardscape, landscape, or other decorator items.
Any photographs or renderings used herein reflect artists’ conceptions and are for illustrative purposes only. Community maps, illustrations, plans,
and/or amenities reflect our current vision and are subject to change without notice. Maps not to scale. © 2021 Tri Pointe Homes, Inc. All rights
reserved. tripointehomes.com/statelicenses-notices

First Floor

Tri Pointe Homes - Azure Park - Plan 1
2,210 Square Feet 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2 Car Garage

//www.tripointehomes.com
The prices of our homes, included features, plans, specifications, promotions/incentives, neighborhood build-out, and available locations are
subject to change without notice. Stated dimensions, square footage, and acreage are approximate and should not be used as a representation
of any home’s or homesite’s precise or actual size, location, or orientation. There is no guarantee that any particular homesite or home will be
available. No information or material herein is to be construed to be an offer or solicitation for sale. A Broker/Agent must register their client in
person on the client’s first visit at each community for a Broker/Agent to receive a commission or referral fee, if available. Not all features and
options are available in all homes. Unless otherwise expressly stated, homes do not come with hardscape, landscape, or other decorator items.
Any photographs or renderings used herein reflect artists’ conceptions and are for illustrative purposes only. Community maps, illustrations, plans,
and/or amenities reflect our current vision and are subject to change without notice. Maps not to scale. © 2021 Tri Pointe Homes, Inc. All rights
reserved. tripointehomes.com/statelicenses-notices

Second Floor

AZURE PARK PLAN 1

Interest List Now Forming  
Contact our New Home Specialists 

Shannon, Paris and Josh at  
702.213.9543 to learn more.

Love Where 
You Land

Two-story Homes • Downstairs Suites  
Close to Everything • Anticipated 

Pricing from the Mid-$400Ks
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http://TriPointeHomes.com



