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Air Force photographs by Tech. Sgt. Lucretia Cunningham

Col. Jason Reiss addresses the crowd during 
an assumption command ceremony Sept. 
10, 2023, at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. Gen. 
Brig. Gen. Regina Sabric presided over the 
ceremony where Reiss assumed command 
of the 926th Wing.

Brig. Gen. Regina Sabric, 10th Air Force 
commander, hands the guidon to Col. Jason 
Reiss during an assumption command 
ceremony Sept. 10, 2023, at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev.

Honor Guard Airmen stand ready to 
post the colors before an assumption of 
command ceremony Sept. 10, 2023, at 
Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. Col. Jason Reiss 
assumed command of the 926th Wing and 
Brig. Gen. Regina Sabric, 10th Air Force 
commander, presided over the ceremony.

Col. Jason Reiss assumes command of the 926th Wing during a ceremony Sept. 10, 2023, 
at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.

926th Wing welcomes new commander
by Tech. Sgt. Lucretia Cunningham
Nellis AFB, Nev.

  The 926th Wing welcomed its new 
commander during an assumption of 
command ceremony Sept. 10, 2023, at 
Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.

Brig. Gen. Regina Sabric, 10th Air 
Force commander, presided over the 
ceremony where Col. Jason Reiss took 
command over the U.S. Air Force War-
fare Center-associate unit.

“As the 10th Air Force commander, 
I have the privilege of handing over the 
guidon to leaders like you and then get-
ting out of your way and watching you 
lead,” Sabric said addressing the new 
leader during the ceremony. “As I look 
through your career, your leadership is 
clearly evident. Your experiences have led 
you here to take command of the 926th. 
I have no doubt you will do well.”

Reiss is a command pilot with more 
than 3,000 flight hours in fighter aircraft 
including the T-38 Talon and F-15 Eagle. 
He’s an F-15E evaluator, instructor pilot 
and comes to the 926th after serving as 
commander for the 414th Fighter Group, 
at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, N.C.

“General Sabric, thanks for entrusting 
me to take the wing and we accept your 
challenge to make it better,” Reiss said.

Reiss assumes command of the wing 
after the former commander, Col. Sean 

Rassas, retired in June. Col. Michael 
Cabral, 926th Wing deputy commander, 
served in the interim. During their 
tenure, the wing stood up the 706th 
Aggressor Squadron. The wing became 
unit equipped for the first time since 
relocating from Louisiana after it re-
cently accepted its first three F-16 Falcon 
aircraft to the 706th AGRS. Also, during 
this time, the 460th Test and Evaluation 
Squadron was reactivated after 41 years 
and the 926th Aircraft Maintenance 

Squadron opened their Phoenix Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit.

“The wing is in great shape and pos-
tured for future success,” Sabric said. 
“Your team is ready! They’re doing the 
mission every day and they’re absolutely 
crushing it. Immerse yourself in the mis-
sion, immerse yourself in the airmen, 
and have fun.”

Reiss is a 1998 graduate of the U.S. 
Military Academy and entered the U.S. 
Air Force in 1998 after receiving an 
inter-service transfer. His previous duties 
include Weapons Officer at the squadron 
and wing levels, and Director of Opera-
tions for both reserve and active compo-
nent squadrons. In his civilian capacity, 
Reiss is a pilot for a commercial airline.

“To the men and women of the 926th 
Wing, thank you for entrusting me with 
this responsibility,” Reiss added. “Let’s 
move forward together, crush obstacles, 
while taking on General Sabric’s charge, 
and taking care of our people every step 
of the way!”
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Air Force photograph

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Kevin Tanenbaum

Then Brig. Gen. Jeannie Leavitt, 57th Wing commander, Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., poses for a portrait on the flightline July 15, 2016. Leavitt was 
responsible for 34 squadrons at 13 installations constituting the Air Force’s 
most diverse flying wing.

Air Force trailblazer, Maj. Gen. Leavitt, 
retires after 31 years of service
by Jonathan Stefanko
Scott AFB, Ill.

  Sept. 23, 2023, may mark the close 
of Air Force Maj. Gen. Jeannie Leavitt’s 
distinguished career, but the legacy she’s 
crafted and the lives she’s influenced will 
undoubtedly resonate for generations, 
U.S. Transportation Command’s top 
general said during Leavitt’s retirement 
ceremony.

Officiating the event, USTRANSCOM 
Commander U.S. Air Force Gen. Jacque-
line Van Ovost recounted the hurdles and 
triumphs that defined Leavitt’s storied 31-
year journey. From being the Air Force’s 
first female fighter pilot to being the first 
woman to command the 57th Wing at 
Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.

Leavitt’s tale is etched with many 
“firsts,” yet beyond the accolades and 
achievements, what truly propelled her 
was her character, Van Ovost said.

“As her character was being shaped in 
those early years,” Van Ovost continued. 
“She had every opportunity to choose an 
easy path. To take roads well-traveled, but 
that’s not who she is.”

From her early aspirations in aerospace 
engineering to confronting policies that 
once barred women from combat-coded 
fighter aircraft roles, Leavitt’s resolve 
knew no bounds. With the unwavering 
support of her parents, she overcame 
challenges and pioneered new paths.

However, recalling the obstacles faced 
by women in combat roles in the early 
nineties, Van Ovost emphasized that 
policy change alone was insufficient. 
Acceptance and recognition were battles 
unto themselves, and Leavitt was at the 
forefront of these transformative times.

To help reshape misguided percep-
tions, Leavitt would venture to Holly-
wood, where she’d work with Disney on 
a movie project. This opportunity would 
give Leavitt a stage to tell her Air Force 
story and provide a better representa-
tion and window into what a lifetime of 
service looked like.

“[Jeannie] had to cope with a constant 
demand to be in the spotlight, because 

LET: Maj. Gen. Jeannie Leavitt (right), speaks with Gen. Jacqueline Van Ovost, 
commander, U.S. Transportation Command at her retirement ceremony Sept. 
23, 2023, at Scott Air Force Base, Ill.

of her many firsts, something that’s not 
really representative of who Jeannie is,” 
Van Ovost said. “She much prefers to 
stand back, behind the scenes to guide and 
mentor. To take care of the people and the 
mission -- [that’s] the true purpose behind 
her continued dedication to service.”

Leavitt’s aspirations were never solely 
for herself, but about lifting an entire com-
munity. And through her tenacity and 

resilience, Leavitt laid the foundation for 
future generations to tread.

“On behalf of all of those who jour-
neyed beside and behind you, thank 
you for having the courageous character 
necessary to pave new roads for others to 
follow,” Van Ovost said.

Leavitt began her Air Force career 
in 1992. She is a graduate and former 
instructor at the U.S. Air Force Weap-

ons School, Nev., as well as serving as 
commander of the 57th Wing, Nellis 
AFB, from April 2016 to June 2018. Her 
operational experiences include Opera-
tions Southern Watch, Northern Watch, 
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. 
She is a command pilot with more than 
3,000 flight hours, including 300 combat 
hours, and has flown the F-15E, the T-37, 
the T-38A and the AT-38B.
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Air Force photographs by Airman 1st Class Jordon McCoy

Advanced Maintenance and Munitions 
Operations School (AMMOS) students 
discuss group performance during a debrief 
at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Aug. 23, 2023. 
AMMOS students assess their ability to 
execute mission objectives and determine 
areas for improvement.

Master Sgt. Cody Collins, an Advanced Maintenance and Munitions Operations School 
(AMMOS) student assigned to the 437th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, discusses group 
performance during a debrief at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Aug. 23, 2023.

Col.  Joshua DeMotts, the 99th Air 
Base Wing commander, discusses the 
importance of proper leadership with 
Advanced Maintenance and Munitions 
Operations School (AMMOS) students 
at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Aug. 23, 
2023. DeMotts focused on well-rounded 
decision-making complemented by 
effective communication.

Chief Master Sgt. Adrienne Warren, the 
99th Air Base Wing command chief, gives 
insights to Advanced Maintenance and 
Munitions Operations School (AMMOS) 
students at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Aug. 
23, 2023. Warren discussed how leaders 
oversee multiple professions by piecing 
together the bigger picture from individual 
skill sets.

LEFT: Master Sgt. Joshua 
P a i t ,  a n  A d v a n c e d 
Maintenance and Munitions 
Operations School (AMMOS) 
student assigned to the 
57th Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron, discusses group 
p er formance dur ing a 
debrief at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., Aug 23, 2023. 
While working in deployed 
environm ent s ,  Airm en 
will need to be able to 
communicate effectively 
and cooperate with various 
career fields in a high-speed 
environment. 

AMMOS rewrites curriculum to train for Indo-Pacific threat
The Advanced Maintenance and 

Munitions Operations School at Nel-
lis Air Force Base, Nev., rewrote six 
months of curriculum to train its stu-
dents for an Indo-Pacific Command 
threat scenario.

The Combat Mission Generation 
Course covers the new Air Force Force 
Generation cycle and how it will be 
used for future deployments.

“As we shift to the Indo-Pacific, the 
threat presents challenges we haven’t 
seen before,” said Capt. James Oltman, 
AMMOS director of operations. “We 

are being challenged to step into an 
arena that introduces tyranny of dis-
tance, a massive logistics train, denied 
communication, wide threat rings, and 
other exposures we aren’t used to fac-
ing. If we don’t prepare now, we will be 
ill-prepared to face a peer adversary in 
the near future.”

AMMOS has rewritten its training 
to better prepare warfighters for pos-
sible foreign conflict across the Pacific. 
Because Airmen no longer have the 
advantage of time, experience, and 
familiarity with the emergence of a 
new threat, Airmen must learn strong 
planning skills and understand how 
to communicate and execute mission 
objectives intelligently.

“For the last 20-30 years, we have 
operated out of relatively permissive 
environments with unchallenged lo-
gistics and air superiority,” said Mas-
ter Sgt. Charles Frazier, an AMMOS 
student assigned to the Directorate of 
Logistics, Engineering and Force Pro-
tection. “That is not the new reality. 
The future fight requires us to begin 

preparing today or risk losing tomor-
row against a near-peer adversary.”

The course centers around Setting 
the Theater for rapid ingress, focusing 
heavily on coordination and efficient 
use of mission resources. Munitions, 
maintenance, civil engineering, securi-
ty forces, cyber operations, and combat 
communications units can complement 
each other and assist in preparing the 
battlespace for potential kinetic con-
flict through pre-positioned supplies 
and host nation support. Through a 
combination of efforts, it’s possible to 
assume Air Tasking Orders as soon as 
a strategic position is occupied.

“Every Airman directly impacts 
mission success regardless of AFSC, 
especially in the future fight,” said Fra-
zier. “Understanding the mission-crit-
ical requirements for sortie generation 
and logistics in a contested environ-
ment, effectively leading people, and 
utilizing resources to achieve a desired 
combat mission generation effect are 
some of our key roles as producers, 
mentors, and advisors.”

The CMGC teaches Airmen how to 
thrive as tactical producers by putting 
them through classes designed to test 
their ability to think critically, assess 
problems, and work together to pro-
vide tactical solutions that can lead 
to mission success. By tailoring the 
course to prioritize an Indo-Pacific 
threat scenario, Airmen can accurately 
gauge how their abilities help prepare 
the theater for rapid engagement in a 
highly contested battlespace.

“General CQ Brown said it best,” 
said Oltman. “Accelerate change or 
lose. While new technology will con-
tinue to emerge with time, we under-
stand that people are our competitive 
advantage. We aim to produce leaders 
who can adapt and lead us through the 
next conflict.”
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Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Kevin Tanenbaum

Then Brig. Gen. Jeannie Leavitt, 57th Wing commander, Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., poses for a portrait on the flightline July 15, 2016. Leavitt was 
responsible for 34 squadrons at 13 installations constituting the Air Force’s 
most diverse flying wing.

Air Force trailblazer, Maj. Gen. Leavitt, 
retires after 31 years of service
by Jonathan Stefanko
Scott AFB, Ill.

  Sept. 23, 2023, may mark the close 
of Air Force Maj. Gen. Jeannie Leavitt’s 
distinguished career, but the legacy she’s 
crafted and the lives she’s influenced will 
undoubtedly resonate for generations, 
U.S. Transportation Command’s top 
general said during Leavitt’s retirement 
ceremony.

Officiating the event, USTRANSCOM 
Commander U.S. Air Force Gen. Jacque-
line Van Ovost recounted the hurdles and 
triumphs that defined Leavitt’s storied 31-
year journey. From being the Air Force’s 
first female fighter pilot to being the first 
woman to command the 57th Wing at 
Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.

Leavitt’s tale is etched with many 
“firsts,” yet beyond the accolades and 
achievements, what truly propelled her 
was her character, Van Ovost said.

“As her character was being shaped in 
those early years,” Van Ovost continued. 
“She had every opportunity to choose an 
easy path. To take roads well-traveled, but 
that’s not who she is.”

From her early aspirations in aerospace 
engineering to confronting policies that 
once barred women from combat-coded 
fighter aircraft roles, Leavitt’s resolve 
knew no bounds. With the unwavering 
support of her parents, she overcame 
challenges and pioneered new paths.

However, recalling the obstacles faced 
by women in combat roles in the early 
nineties, Van Ovost emphasized that 
policy change alone was insufficient. 
Acceptance and recognition were battles 
unto themselves, and Leavitt was at the 
forefront of these transformative times.

To help reshape misguided percep-
tions, Leavitt would venture to Holly-
wood, where she’d work with Disney on 
a movie project. This opportunity would 
give Leavitt a stage to tell her Air Force 
story and provide a better representa-
tion and window into what a lifetime of 
service looked like.

“[Jeannie] had to cope with a constant 
demand to be in the spotlight, because 

LET: Maj. Gen. Jeannie Leavitt (right), speaks with Gen. Jacqueline Van Ovost, 
commander, U.S. Transportation Command at her retirement ceremony Sept. 
23, 2023, at Scott Air Force Base, Ill.

of her many firsts, something that’s not 
really representative of who Jeannie is,” 
Van Ovost said. “She much prefers to 
stand back, behind the scenes to guide and 
mentor. To take care of the people and the 
mission -- [that’s] the true purpose behind 
her continued dedication to service.”

Leavitt’s aspirations were never solely 
for herself, but about lifting an entire com-
munity. And through her tenacity and 

resilience, Leavitt laid the foundation for 
future generations to tread.

“On behalf of all of those who jour-
neyed beside and behind you, thank 
you for having the courageous character 
necessary to pave new roads for others to 
follow,” Van Ovost said.

Leavitt began her Air Force career 
in 1992. She is a graduate and former 
instructor at the U.S. Air Force Weap-

ons School, Nev., as well as serving as 
commander of the 57th Wing, Nellis 
AFB, from April 2016 to June 2018. Her 
operational experiences include Opera-
tions Southern Watch, Northern Watch, 
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. 
She is a command pilot with more than 
3,000 flight hours, including 300 combat 
hours, and has flown the F-15E, the T-37, 
the T-38A and the AT-38B.
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Air Force photographs by Airman 1st Class Jordon McCoy

Advanced Maintenance and Munitions 
Operations School (AMMOS) students 
discuss group performance during a debrief 
at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Aug. 23, 2023. 
AMMOS students assess their ability to 
execute mission objectives and determine 
areas for improvement.

Master Sgt. Cody Collins, an Advanced Maintenance and Munitions Operations School 
(AMMOS) student assigned to the 437th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, discusses group 
performance during a debrief at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Aug. 23, 2023.

Col.  Joshua DeMotts, the 99th Air 
Base Wing commander, discusses the 
importance of proper leadership with 
Advanced Maintenance and Munitions 
Operations School (AMMOS) students 
at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Aug. 23, 
2023. DeMotts focused on well-rounded 
decision-making complemented by 
effective communication.

Chief Master Sgt. Adrienne Warren, the 
99th Air Base Wing command chief, gives 
insights to Advanced Maintenance and 
Munitions Operations School (AMMOS) 
students at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Aug. 
23, 2023. Warren discussed how leaders 
oversee multiple professions by piecing 
together the bigger picture from individual 
skill sets.

LEFT: Master Sgt. Joshua 
P a i t ,  a n  A d v a n c e d 
Maintenance and Munitions 
Operations School (AMMOS) 
student assigned to the 
57th Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron, discusses group 
p er formance dur ing a 
debrief at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., Aug 23, 2023. 
While working in deployed 
environm ent s ,  Airm en 
will need to be able to 
communicate effectively 
and cooperate with various 
career fields in a high-speed 
environment. 

AMMOS rewrites curriculum to train for Indo-Pacific threat
The Advanced Maintenance and 

Munitions Operations School at Nel-
lis Air Force Base, Nev., rewrote six 
months of curriculum to train its stu-
dents for an Indo-Pacific Command 
threat scenario.

The Combat Mission Generation 
Course covers the new Air Force Force 
Generation cycle and how it will be 
used for future deployments.

“As we shift to the Indo-Pacific, the 
threat presents challenges we haven’t 
seen before,” said Capt. James Oltman, 
AMMOS director of operations. “We 

are being challenged to step into an 
arena that introduces tyranny of dis-
tance, a massive logistics train, denied 
communication, wide threat rings, and 
other exposures we aren’t used to fac-
ing. If we don’t prepare now, we will be 
ill-prepared to face a peer adversary in 
the near future.”

AMMOS has rewritten its training 
to better prepare warfighters for pos-
sible foreign conflict across the Pacific. 
Because Airmen no longer have the 
advantage of time, experience, and 
familiarity with the emergence of a 
new threat, Airmen must learn strong 
planning skills and understand how 
to communicate and execute mission 
objectives intelligently.

“For the last 20-30 years, we have 
operated out of relatively permissive 
environments with unchallenged lo-
gistics and air superiority,” said Mas-
ter Sgt. Charles Frazier, an AMMOS 
student assigned to the Directorate of 
Logistics, Engineering and Force Pro-
tection. “That is not the new reality. 
The future fight requires us to begin 

preparing today or risk losing tomor-
row against a near-peer adversary.”

The course centers around Setting 
the Theater for rapid ingress, focusing 
heavily on coordination and efficient 
use of mission resources. Munitions, 
maintenance, civil engineering, securi-
ty forces, cyber operations, and combat 
communications units can complement 
each other and assist in preparing the 
battlespace for potential kinetic con-
flict through pre-positioned supplies 
and host nation support. Through a 
combination of efforts, it’s possible to 
assume Air Tasking Orders as soon as 
a strategic position is occupied.

“Every Airman directly impacts 
mission success regardless of AFSC, 
especially in the future fight,” said Fra-
zier. “Understanding the mission-crit-
ical requirements for sortie generation 
and logistics in a contested environ-
ment, effectively leading people, and 
utilizing resources to achieve a desired 
combat mission generation effect are 
some of our key roles as producers, 
mentors, and advisors.”

The CMGC teaches Airmen how to 
thrive as tactical producers by putting 
them through classes designed to test 
their ability to think critically, assess 
problems, and work together to pro-
vide tactical solutions that can lead 
to mission success. By tailoring the 
course to prioritize an Indo-Pacific 
threat scenario, Airmen can accurately 
gauge how their abilities help prepare 
the theater for rapid engagement in a 
highly contested battlespace.

“General CQ Brown said it best,” 
said Oltman. “Accelerate change or 
lose. While new technology will con-
tinue to emerge with time, we under-
stand that people are our competitive 
advantage. We aim to produce leaders 
who can adapt and lead us through the 
next conflict.”
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Nellis AFB hosts PoW/MiA ReMeMBRANce RuN

Participants run in a POW/MIA remembrance 
5k at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Sept. 15, 
2023. The run took place on the third Friday 
in September which is National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day.

A  p ar t ic ip ant  r uns  in  a  POW/M IA 
remembrance 5k at Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nev., Sept. 15, 2023. Runners gathered 
to honor those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice while serving their country.

Air Force photographs by Senior Airman Megan Estrada

Participants run in a POW/MIA remembrance 5k at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Sept. 
15, 2023. The event honors and reminds us of those who have fallen and those still 
missing in action.

Volunteers monitor runners during a POW/
MIA remembrance 5k at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., Sept. 15, 2023. The POW/MIA 
Remembrance Day Run is an annual event 
that remembers former prisoners of war 
and American troops missing in action since 
World War II. 

A volunteer grabs a patch during a POW/MIA 
remembrance 5k at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., 
Sept. 15, 2023. The event honors and reminds 
us of those who have fallen and those still 
missing in action.
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Nellis hosts Suicide Prevention Awareness Month chalk walk

Air Force photographs by Senior Airman Jose Miguel T. Tamondong

Airman 1st Class Zavier Benoit, an 857th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron aerospace propulsion 
apprentice, writes a message on the sidewalk 
during a Suicide Prevention Awareness Month chalk 
walk at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Sept. 14, 2023. 
September is National Suicide Prevention Awareness 
Month, a time to raise awareness and focus efforts 
on directing treatment to those who need it most.

Airman 1st Class Ryan Quinlan, Airman Tyler 
Brown, and Airman 1st Class Phillip Gess, 99th 
Operational Medical Readiness Squadron 
mental health specialists, pose for a group 
photo during a Suicide Prevention Awareness 
Month chalk walk at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., 
Sept. 14, 2023. During the event, they worked 
collectively to write a positive message to 
promote suicide prevention. 

Airmen assigned to the 57th Wing and the 99th Air Base Wing participate 
in a Suicide Prevention Awareness Month chalk walk at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., Sept. 14, 2023. During the event, the participants wrote 
positive messages to raise awareness and promote suicide prevention.

FOR LEASING INFOMATION
brownstonevegas.com • (702) 425-7321

AIR FORCE EXCLUSIVE PERKS!

Nellis and Creech Air Force 
personnel and veterans

$300 OFF
 Preferred Employer discount

LUXURY LIVING

ENJOY LIFE IN BALANCE.
Smart, cozy living begins with an inviting 
new apartment home near centennial hills.

Plus waived app, admin and deposit OAC

$1000 OFF 
select 2 BEDROOM apartments

A Full Service Firm
DempSey, robertS & Smith, ltD.

Security clearance issues, personal injury,
probate, Family law, Wrongful Death and more

call to schedule an appointment
Dempsey, roberts & Smith, ltd.

Attorneys at law

1130 Wigwam Parkway • Henderson, Nevada 89074

www.drsltd.com

702-388-1216
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Nellis AFB hosts PoW/MiA ReMeMBRANce RuN

Participants run in a POW/MIA remembrance 
5k at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Sept. 15, 
2023. The run took place on the third Friday 
in September which is National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day.

A  p ar t ic ip ant  r uns  in  a  POW/M IA 
remembrance 5k at Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nev., Sept. 15, 2023. Runners gathered 
to honor those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice while serving their country.

Air Force photographs by Senior Airman Megan Estrada

Participants run in a POW/MIA remembrance 5k at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Sept. 
15, 2023. The event honors and reminds us of those who have fallen and those still 
missing in action.

Volunteers monitor runners during a POW/
MIA remembrance 5k at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., Sept. 15, 2023. The POW/MIA 
Remembrance Day Run is an annual event 
that remembers former prisoners of war 
and American troops missing in action since 
World War II. 

A volunteer grabs a patch during a POW/MIA 
remembrance 5k at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., 
Sept. 15, 2023. The event honors and reminds 
us of those who have fallen and those still 
missing in action.
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Nellis hosts Suicide Prevention Awareness Month chalk walk

Air Force photographs by Senior Airman Jose Miguel T. Tamondong

Airman 1st Class Zavier Benoit, an 857th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron aerospace propulsion 
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during a Suicide Prevention Awareness Month chalk 
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September is National Suicide Prevention Awareness 
Month, a time to raise awareness and focus efforts 
on directing treatment to those who need it most.
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Brown, and Airman 1st Class Phillip Gess, 99th 
Operational Medical Readiness Squadron 
mental health specialists, pose for a group 
photo during a Suicide Prevention Awareness 
Month chalk walk at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., 
Sept. 14, 2023. During the event, they worked 
collectively to write a positive message to 
promote suicide prevention. 

Airmen assigned to the 57th Wing and the 99th Air Base Wing participate 
in a Suicide Prevention Awareness Month chalk walk at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., Sept. 14, 2023. During the event, the participants wrote 
positive messages to raise awareness and promote suicide prevention.

DOCUMENT: NONE

ENT2022 - B1124-019552-00-ENT MAFF Print Adaptation-X6101-001102-62-X7131-000212-93      [ Studio Artist: Ruben Mejia ]

--

Client:  USAA

DID #: 292572-0423
Location: Refuel

Issue Date:  2023
Creation Date:  5-9-2023 3:05 PM
Last Modified:  5-9-2023 3:05 PM

Job Colors: 4C  Ink Name: Bleed:  9.5" x 6.5"
Trim:  9.5" x 6.5"
Live:  9.5" x 6.5"
Keyline Scale:  100%

01 ROUND
 #:

MORE than you might think

You might know USAA for our awesome insurance for your car, home and other belongings. But we also have banking 
and other perks, all for the military community and their eligible family members.

Find out more today at usaa.com

Investments/Insurance: Not a Deposit • Not FDIC Insured • Not Bank Issued, Guaranteed or Underwritten • May Lose Value
Use of the term “member” or “membership” refers to membership in USAA Membership Services and does not convey any legal or ownership rights in USAA. Restrictions apply and are subject to change. To join USAA, separated military personnel must have received a discharge type of Honorable or General Under 

Honorable Conditions. Eligible former dependents of USAA members may join USAA. Property and casualty insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association (USAA), USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General Indemnity Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, based in San 
Antonio, Texas; USAA Limited (UK) and USAA S.A. (Europe) and is available only to persons eligible for property and casualty group membership. Each company has sole  financial responsibility for its own products. Coverages subject to the terms and conditions of the policy. Life insurance and annuities provided by USAA 

Life Insurance Company, San Antonio, TX and in New York by USAA Life Insurance Company of New York, Highland Falls, NY. All insurance products are subject to state availability, issue limitations and contractual terms and conditions. Each company has sole financial responsibility for its own products. Credit cards are 
issued by USAA Savings Bank and serviced by USAA Federal Savings Bank. Other bank products are provided by USAA Federal Savings Bank. Both banks are Member FDIC. All credit cards subject to approval. No Department of Defense or government agency endorsement. © 2023 USAA. 292572-0423

Find out more today at usaa.com

Investments/Insurance: Not a Deposit • Not FDIC Insured • Not Bank Issued, Guaranteed or Underwritten • May Lose Value
Use of the term “member” or “membership” refers to membership in USAA Membership Services and does not convey any legal or ownership rights in USAA. Restrictions apply and are subject to change. To join USAA, separated military personnel must have received a discharge type of Honorable or General Under 

Auto Home Life Banking Credit Cards

T:9.5"

T:6.5"



Photo FeatureDesert lightning news s. nevaDa 76
www.aerotechnews.com/nellisafb Facebook.com/NellisDesertLightningNews

October, 2023

USAA Salute to Service: 
LAS VegAS RAideRS

U.S. Air Force Airmen perform warmup exercises during the United Services Automobile 
Association Salute to Service Boot Camp at Allegiant Stadium, Las Vegas, Nev., Sept. 19, 
2023. One hundred Airmen from Nellis and Creech Air Force Base participated in the event.

U.S. Air Force Airmen warm up before performing football drills during the United Services 
Automobile Association Salute to Service Bootcamp at Allegiant Stadium, Las Vegas, Nev., 
Sept. 19, 2023. During the bootcamp service members participated in a quarterback arm 
challenge, a three-cone shuttle run and a 40-yard dash.

S t a f f  S g t .  Ta y l o r 
Thagard, 99th Civil 
Engineer Squadron 
fire and emergency 
s e r v i c e s  N C O  i n 
charge of training, 
throws a footbal l 
during the United 
Services Automobile 
Association Salute to 
Service Bootcamp at 
Allegiant Stadium, 
Las Vegas, Nev., Sept. 
19,  2023.  A i r m e n 
were coached and 
evaluated for their 
e xe cution of  NFL 
combine drills that 
the Las Vegas Raiders 
utilize.

A United Services Automobile Association volunteer coach hypes up Airmen running the 
40-yard dash during the USAA Salute to Service Bootcamp at Allegiant Stadium, Las Vegas, 
Nev., Sept. 19, 2023. Airmen were coached and evaluated for their execution of NFL combine 
drills that the Las Vegas Raiders utilize.

Airmen toured the Las Vegas Raiders press conference room during the United Services Automobile 
Association Salute to Service Bootcamp at Allegiant Stadium, Las Vegas, Nev., Sept. 19, 2023. The Las Vegas 
Raiders provided service members with a VIP tour of the stadium and an interactive training experience 
with NFL players.

A U.S. Air Force Airman runs a 40-yard dash during the United Services Automobile 
Association Salute to Service Bootcamp at Allegiant Stadium, Las Vegas, Nev., Sept. 19, 
2023. During the bootcamp service members participated in a quarterback arm challenge, 
a three-cone shuttle run and a 40-yard dash.

Staff Sgt. Taylor Thagard, 99th Civil Engineer Squadron fire and emergency 
services NCO in charge of training, runs football drills during the United Services 
Automobile Association Salute to Service Bootcamp at Allegiant Stadium, Las 
Vegas, Nev., Sept. 19, 2023. Events like these boost Airmen’s morale while also 
strengthening ties between the military and the local community.

Air Force photographs by Senior Airman Megan Estrada

U.S. Air Force Airmen and Las Vegas Raiders players gather for a group photo during the United Services Automobile Association Salute to Service Boot Camp at Allegiant Stadium, Las 
Vegas, Nev., Sept. 19, 2023. Events like these boost Airmen’s morale while also strengthening ties between the military and the local community.
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Pharmacy “Get in Line”
by Michael J. Hasenauer
Nellis AFB, Nev.

 Patrons of the pharmacy at Nellis Air 
Force Base, Nev., have enjoyed the text-to-
activate service since 2022 and have been 
able to significantly reduce wait times at 
both the Satellite Pharmacy and the Main 
Pharmacy inside the Mike O’Callaghan 
Military Medical Center.

Prescriptions can be activated by texting 
the words “GET IN LINE” to 833-653-4575 
once a healthcare provider sends an elec-
tronic prescription to the Pharmacy.

“Incorporating remote pharmacy check-
in allows individuals to quickly activate 
prescriptions with a simple text from their 
mobile phones,” stated Maj. Crystal Hilaire, 
chief of outpatient pharmacy services. 
“This new check-in process easily saves 
our patients two hours or more of wait-
ing in the pharmacy lobby to activate and 
receive their medications. With the new 
system, patients can remotely activate their 
prescriptions and only wait 5-10 minutes to 
pick up their medication once it is filled.”

This service has eliminated the need for 

in-person or phone-based waiting periods 
and facilitated same-day prescription acti-
vation and pickup.

“The Nellis AFB Pharmacy activation 
program represents the newest DHA phar-
macy advancement designed to streamline 
prescription processing and to be customer-
centered,” said Hilaire. “We send roughly 
126,000 text messages per month to our 

customers and were the 8th highest utilizer 
of the ‘text to activate’ feature within the en-
tire Department of Defense for the month 
of July 2023.”

After sending the initial “GET IN LINE” 
message, the system will prompt the user for 
the 10-digit Department of Defense Identi-
fication Number of the patient seeking the 
prescription. This will prompt pharmacy 

staff to begin working on the prescriptions, 
resolving any drug or allergy interactions, 
and contacting the provider, if necessary.  A 
text message containing information will be 
sent if there are any problems and/or once 
the medication is ready for pickup. Requests 
submitted prior to 2 p.m. will be processed 
and available for pickup by 5 p.m. on the 
same duty day.

Patients with questions may still call the 
Pharmacy Call Center at 702-653-2272, op-
tion 4, option 1, then option 3.

“It’s important to note that Nellis’ ‘text to 
activate’ feature focuses solely on activating 
new prescriptions and doesn’t handle pre-
scription refills,” said Hilaire. “Activation 
of prescriptions is restricted to duty hours, 
and will be processed on a first come, first 
serve basis.”

Refill requests must be made through the 
automated refill line at 702-652-5359, and 
will typically be ready for pickup in 3 duty 
days at the Satellite Pharmacy.

This is just one of the ways the Mike 
O’Callaghan Military Medical Center is 
demonstrating the motto of, “Our mission. 
Your care.”

Courtesy graphic
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Ask us, your local Las Vegas 
Insurance Agents, about Medicare!
Darin is a disabled veteran, who retired in 2010 after serving for 22 years. He uses 
the veteran healthcare system and understands how veteran insurance can go 
hand-in-hand with Medicare. His wife, Ronilin, can relate to veteran spouses and 
guide them with their Medicare choices.

Give us a call today!

702-277-4753 (TTY: 711)
Monday – Friday 8 AM – 5 PM

Darin and Ronilin Weidauer
8524 Del Webb Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89134
darinweidauer@ecos.care
www.EcosMedicareSolutions.com

By calling the number, you will be directed to licensed insurance agent. We do not offer every plan available in your 
area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 
1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options. MULTIPLAN_AGAMO202259_M.   56289_060822_MK.

Some Medicare Advantage plans may compliment your VA, Tricare for 
Life and Champ VA benefits, save you money, and offer:

• Part B premium reduction that
gives you back $100 in Social
Security monthly

• Dental
• Gym Membership

• Over-the-Counter Products
• Worldwide Benefits
• Second Opinions
• Hearing
• Vision
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www.pediatricdentalcareassociates.com  •  6365 Simmons St., Suite 100  •  North Las Vegas  •  Located at the SW corner of Aliante and Centennial Parkway

Specializing in dentistry for children of all ages, including those with special needs.

Most insurances accepted.

Dentistry For Children

702-853-7322

Special ServiceS 
• Nitrous Oxide 

• Sedation  
• Hospital Dentistry

Board Certified Pediatric Dentists
Dr. Jon P. Galea

Dr. Elizabeth J. McGee

To �e Las Vegas Community,

Once again, it’s time for Walker Furniture’s “Home For �e Holidays” program...
a time for giving back to the community we live and work in. It’s our 30th year of 
helping families in need.

If you know of a family or person in need, please submit a letter explaining the 
situation. Visit us online at WalkerFurniture.com and click on the Home For �e 
Holidays link or you can email a letter to submissions@walkerfurniture.com.

Or mail a letter to:
Larry Alterwitz
Walker Furniture
301 S. Martin Luther King Blvd., Las Vegas, Nevada 89106

An independent panel will help make the �nal selections. It’s important to 
submit your letters today. Letters must be received no later than December 12, 
2023. Send your letters today, you can change someone’s life forever.

Sincerely,

CEO, Walker Furniture 
Larry Alterwitz

We’re �lling 35 homes with 
furniture for those in need! 

301 S. MARTIN LUTHER KING BLVD. LAS VEGAS, NV 89106 / 671 MARKS ST. HENDERSON, NV 89014
STORE HOURS: MON.-SAT. 10AM-8PM / SUN. 10AM-6PM / SHOP 24/7@walkerfurniture.com

Creative Real 
Estate Associates

RENTAL HOMES IN 
• North Las Vegas
• Las Vegas
• Henderson

Rents from $750
Contact us

702-450-5778
www.CreativeRE.comA CFC Participant. Provided as a public service.

St. Jude patient Isabelle with her mom, 
Abigayle, SFC, U.S. Army National Guard

Finding cures.
Saving children.®
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital® 

800-822-6344 • stjude.org

7175 W. Lake Mead Blvd. Ste. 130 • West exit of US-95 at corner of Rocksprings

11am - 9 pm (Closed Mondays)
Dine In, Take Out, Curbside, Patio, Pet Seating

215 & Durango - Smith’s Shopping Center
7070 N. Durango @ Elkhorn

Featuring Homemade Greek, Italian & Mediterranean 

702-396-0070 • www.marketgrillecafe.com

EXPIRES 11/23/23

10% OFF
with this coupon 

Jeffrey W. Ziegler, D.O.
Board Certified in 

Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine

62 North Pecos Rd., Suite C • Henderson, NV 89074

(702) 433-3355
www.nevadaosteopath.com

Medical and Manipulative Treatment  
for Musculoskeletal Pain and Injury

Experienced Tricare Provider

2 & 3 Bedroom Apartment Homes • 642-0140
• Only 6 miles from Gate • Pet Friendly
• Fireplaces  • Washer & Dryers
• Non-Smoking Units* • Reduced Rates for Military

Swimming Pool, Spa, Fitness Center, Club House, 
Covered Parking, Tot Lot, Vaulted Ceilings, 

Quiet Residential Neighborhoods

370 Casa Norte Dr, North Las Vegas, NV
CRAIG RANCH VILLAS
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JDRF is committed to accelerating 
life-changing breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and its complications

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT TREAT

Dan Laird, MD, JD - Attorney and Medical Doctor
Cerebral Palsy • Birth Injury • Medical Malpractice

Proud to Serve Veterans and Active Duty Military Families

(702) 800-0300 www.LairdLaw.com

FREE CONSULTATION Moving with your pet?
Skip the hassle!
Worldwide Pet 
Transport Specialists
Safety and Care!

Pets4Jets.com

(714) 868-7475

@JetPetUK

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE,  
YOUR SACRIFICE, AND SELFLESSNESS.

TODAY, WE 
HONOR YOU
AND ALL THAT 
YOU DO FOR 
OUR COUNTRY

661-945-5634  • 877-247-9288 • www.aerotechnews.com
www.thinkmilitaryads.com • www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview/

Aerotech News & Review • High Desert Warrior - Ft. Irwin NTC  
Desert Lightning News - Nellis AFB  • Thunderbolt - Luke AFB 

Desert Lightning News - Davis-Monthan AFB

Don’t miss out on the opportunity to advertise. 
Advertising reservation deadline is October 23, 2023

Advertise your business with a greeting or special offer  
to veterans in the November 3, 2023 edition.

When you advertise in the special Veterans Day edition,  
you can show your support and appreciation to the  

veterans community and expand your military reach.

Call today at (877) 247-9288 (toll free) or (661) 855-6034  
to reserve your space in this very special keepsake edition.

 Or, email Sandi at: sbueltel@aerotechnews.com

For military veteran caregivers, caregiving often starts 
earlier in life and lasts longer. To better care for your 

loved one, you must also care for yourself.

Get a FREE military veterans caregiving guide at 

aarp.org/caregiving

JOIN  
TODAY!

A CFC participant - 
provided as a public serviceducks.org   800-45-DUCKS 
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Military - Aerospace - Veterans
In Print and Digital

ALWAYS FREE ACCESS!
Frequent Updates — Breaking News — Local • Regional • National 

Your one-stop source of news and information for military, 
 defense industry and aerospace professionals as  

well as aerospace enthusiasts, and military veterans.
We offer our advertisers access to a great market of  

employed, educated professionals with stable incomes.

Phone: 661-945-5634 • Toll free: 877-247-9288  
www.aerotechnews.com  •  www.thinkmilitaryads.com

www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview



Physicians are independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of Valley Hospital Medical Center.  
For language assistance, disability accommodations and the nondiscrimination notice, visit our website. 231987611-2005858 9/23

620 Shadow Lane
Las Vegas, NV 89106

702-388-4000

To help patients achieve the best possible outcome after a stroke, Valley Hospital has earned advanced certification as 

a Comprehensive Stroke Center from DNV.  This recognition is considered the gold standard in stroke care given by a 

highly respected healthcare organization.

Our neurology department includes emergency physicians and nurses, neurologists, neurosurgeons, physical 

therapists and more, all working together to help stroke patients get the most out of their treatment and recovery.

Learn more at  
valleyhospital.net/neuro

Certified Stroke Care 
Excellence


