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Nellis hosts Aviation Nation 2022

The weather was perfect Nov. 5 
and 6 as Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., 
opened its gates to the general public 
for Aviation Nation 2022.

Featuring the USAF Thunderbirds 
aerial display team, this is consid-
ered by some to be the Thunderbirds 
homecoming as it is the last show of 
the season for the Nellis-based team.

This was the first air show at Nellis 
since 2019.

Overwhelming praise came from 
attendees posting on social media.

“Amazing Air show! The weather 
was excellent and the displays on the 
ground and in the air were fantastic,” 
Carlos Rojas, via Facebook.

“We were there today, and had a 
GREAT time. Thanks to everyone 
who made this happen. Now when we 
hear them from the house we have a 
better idea of how things go,” Mary K. 

Bruzek, via Facebook.
“Thank you for the wonderful air 

show this past weekend, my first time 
back on the flight line at Nellis in 51 
1/2 years since I left after one year 
stationed at Nellis in May 1971,” John 
Leichliter, via Facebook.

Alongside the Thunderbirds, the 
crowd were thrilled by a variety of 
aircraft including the F-35, the F-22 
the C-17 and more. There were also 

displays from Aftershock, a Joint Tac-
tical Air Control demonstration, and 
a SERE (Survival, Evasion, Resistance 
and Escape) demo.

On the ground, attendees could 
view an MQ-9 Reaper, and F-15, T-6A, 
T-38, B-52, a KC-46 and many other 
military and civilian aircraft.

The next Aviation air show at Nellis 
will be November 2024.

— For more photos, see Pages 8-9
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Sharene Brown, wife of Gen. CQ Brown, Air Force Chief of Staff

‘Five and Thrive’ program’s focus on quality of life 
helps families, national security in AF’s 75th year
by Sharene Brown

Military families are at the heart of 
this nation and Five and Thrive is about 
military families.

It is a grassroots effort created to sup-
port and communicate viable quality-
of-life programs and resources while 
highlighting various challenges military 
families face in five focus areas.  The five 
areas are — childcare, education, health-
care, housing and spouse employment.

By highlighting preventative mea-
sures, promoting best practices, and fos-
tering community partnerships in these 
five areas, this effort aims to provide 
Department of the Air Force families 
with the best communication, support, 
and opportunities to thrive. 

The need for these services is well 
known. So are the challenges to suc-
cess. As we continue celebrating the Air 
Force’s 75th anniversary this year, we 
cannot lose sight of the fact that families 
play a critical role in keeping the U.S. Air 
Force the best in the world.

Like many American households, Air 
Force families are not immune from the 
problems and stress surrounding child-
care, education, housing, health care and 
finding fulfilling jobs.

We know too that difficulty in one 
area can influence another, potentially 
creating a continuous cycle of struggle. 
I know this is true for our local civil-
ian populations as well, but I believe it 
is magnified for our military families 
due to constant moves, lack of family 
support, and other stressors related to 
our military way of life, such as deploy-
ments.

Many are suffering due to the cur-
rent housing crisis where families are 
required to move but are unable to find 
affordable and safe housing in their 
new location. This continuous cycle of 
struggle can lead to other challenges, 
including food insecurity where some of 
our military families continue to suffer 
alone because they are too ashamed to 
seek help. We cannot do this alone…we 
need our civilian communities to help 
us solve these challenges.

These examples, and many more, are 
why I collaborated with a small group of 
volunteer Air and Space Force spouses, 
known as the Thrive Team, to create 
Five and Thrive. This initiative provides 
a pathway of communication, an aware-
ness of support and resources, as well as 
a facilitation of quality-of-life partner-
ships to help families overcome these 
types of challenges. This was the over-
arching vision behind Five and Thrive.

The importance of ensuring safe and 
satisfied military families is larger than 
the family itself. There is a direct corre-
lation to our nation’s security since the 
strength military spouses and families 
bring to the fight ultimately improves 
the readiness, resilience, and retention 
of the entire force. 

Spouses are now and have always 
been an important part of our Air Force 
heritage. Their roots run deep in our 
Air Force history, and we are thankful 
to those who forged the path for future 
spouses to cultivate as they grow and 
thrive. My “Spouses in the Fight” series 
shows how spouses of the past inspire 

our spouses today, and I know they will 
continue to do so in the future if we 
keep their memory alive.  Here are two 
impressive examples in the history of 
“Spouses in the Fight:”

Gladys Vandenberg
Vandenberg, wife of the second chief 

of staff of the Air Force, would often 
walk the hallowed grounds of Arlington 
Cemetery with Gen. Vandenberg. It was 
during these walks that she noticed Air-
men being buried without any family 
present. Moved to action, she decided 
to personally attend each service, ensur-
ing that no Airman was ever laid to rest 
without a member of their Air Force 
family present. 

Eventually, the Arlington Committee 
was created and since 1948, no mat-
ter the weather, Arlington Ladies and 
Gentlemen serve our Department of the 
Air Force service members today as they 
are honorably laid to rest. As spouses in 
the fight often do, they inspired others 
to do the same: the Army established 
their Arlington Ladies in 1972, the Navy 
in 1986, and the Coast Guard in 2006.

Helen LeMay
In 1961, LeMay, spouse of the Air 

Force Chief of Staff General LeMay, be-
gan leading a community effort to start 
the Air Force Village, a place widows 
could find affordable housing. As we 
all know, it sometimes takes a village 
to start a village and through the help 
of many spouses, Air Force Village 
became a reality. The General and Mrs. 
Curtis E. LeMay Foundation was later 
founded to help widows and widowers of 
all Air Force retirees through financial 
grants. Today, the Air Force Village is 
called Blue Skies of Texas and is open to 
civilians and military of all services no 
matter where they live.

These spouses of yesterday amaze me 
as much as our spouses today inspire 
me. As we celebrate the Air Force’s 75th 
Anniversary, I cannot help but reflect on 
the wonderful heritage we have. I like 
to think that we are all “spouses in the 
fight” just by helping each other and our 
military families every day.  

I hope that I can contribute to this 
rich heritage even just a little bit by 
encouraging and supporting all DAF 
families through Five and Thrive.  I 
also hope that it can serve, like these 
heritage stories, as a beacon of hope for 
all “Spouses in the Fight.”  

You can learn more about Five & 
Thrive at https://www.fiveandthrive.org/ 
and Spouses in the Fight at https://www.
fiveandthrive.org/spouses-in-the-fight.    

Editor’s note:  Sharene Brown is the 
spouse to the Chief of Staff of the U.S. 
Air Force, Gen. CQ Brown Jr., and proud 
mother to two boys. She has more than 
three decades of experience advocating 
for military families and is a devoted 
champion for military spouses, recogniz-
ing their unique strengths and valuable 
contributions to our Armed Forces and 
nation.  This led her to create a grassroots 
initiative known as Five & Thrive in 2021.  
This passion-led effort is designed to con-
solidate resources, highlight preventative 
measures, promote best practices, foster 
community partnerships, and encourage 
military families to thrive!
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Joint teams conduct first F-22 in-flight tests for aircrew CBRN protection

Air Force photographs by Airman 1st Class Makenna Gott

Maj. Anthony Hill, a pilot assigned to the 199th Fighter Squadron, Hawaii Air National Guard, is prepped for his flight at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., Oct. 19, 2022. Hill is assisted the 422nd Test and Evaluation Squadron as part of a larger Department of Defense effort to 
evaluate cockpit environmental conditions after a simulated chemical weapon attack.

An F-22 Raptor assigned to the 53rd Wing, Eglin Air 
Force Base, Fla., idles while researchers from the 
711th Human Performance Wing spray wintergreen-
scented oil into the intakes prior to testing at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev., Oct. 17, 2022. This test is part of 
a larger Department of Defense effort to evaluate 
cockpit environmental conditions after a simulated 
chemical weapon attack.

An F-22 Raptor assigned to the 53rd Wing, Eglin Air 
Force Base, Fla., idles while researchers from the 
711th Human Performance Wing spray wintergreen-
scented oil into the intakes prior to testing at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nevada, Oct. 17, 2022.

by Airman 1st Class Makenna Gott
Nellis AFB, Nev.

The U.S. Air Force conducted the first 
in-flight vapor purge tests on the F-22 
Raptor with the support of the 422nd Test 
and Evaluation Squadron and the 59th 
Test Squadron on Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nev., Oct. 13-21, 2022. 

These tests are a continuation of the 
Next Generation Aircrew Protection pro-
gram, which will ensure current and fu-
ture aircrew gear and operation concepts 
will modernize rapidly to meet emerging 
threats while maximizing aircrew perfor-
mance and protection.  

“We want to give the aircrew the high-
est overall performance they can maintain 
while being in a contested environment,” 
said 1st Lt. Andrew DeNicola, 28th Test 
and Evaluations Squadron test engineer.

Researchers are evaluating the time it 
takes to clear the cockpit of a chemical 
simulant during flight. They use methyl 
salicylate, known as wintergreen oil, 
which is used as flavoring agent in chew-
ing gums and mints. This chemical simu-
lant is safe for the pilot, yet mimics the 
effects and properties of known chemical 
warfare agents.

U.S. Air Force test and evaluation per-
sonnel placed specialized testing equip-
ment in the cockpit and on the pilot. Then 
the methyl salicylate was sprayed into the 
aircraft’s engines before takeoff to mea-
sure the speed at which concentration of 
the chemical during flight are eliminated. 
With this information, researchers deter-
mined the time and conditions needed to 
purge a contaminant from the cockpit, 
enabling development of informed con-
cepts of operation.

“These novel tests will provide deci-
sion superiority to commanders on the 
current capabilities of protection for their 
aircrews, allowing them to effectively 
and safely generate combat airpower in 
a Chemical Biological Radiological and 
Nuclear contested environment, which is 
critical to deterring our near-peer adver-

saries,” said Lt. Col. Paul D. Hendrickson, 
Materiel Leader for Air Force CBRN 
Defense Systems Branch part of the Air 
Force Agile Combat Support Director-

ate.  “At the same time, we’re dramatically 
improving our ability to modernize and 
field the right next-generation protec-
tive capabilities to our warfighters at the 

speed of relevance … saving both time 
and money.”

Steve Singleton, NGAP Program Man-
ager from the AF CBRN Defense Systems 
Branch further elaborated that “following 
the successful initial efforts in 2018 where 
we conducted ground tests on the F-22, 
F-15E, F-15C, F-16 and A-10 aircraft, we 
learned enough to move forward with our 
in-flight tests which we started in 2020 on 
a C-130J and now on the F-15E and F-22.  
These tests directly support Pacific Air 
Forces Fight Tonight requirement and are 
underpinned by the recently published 
National Security Strategy.”

This collaborative effort by the Air 
Force’s CBRN Defense Systems Branch 
along with the Joint Program Executive 
Office for CBRN Defense, the Air Force 
Research Laboratory’s 711th Human 
Performance Wing and 28th Test and 
Evaluation Squadron is aligned to conduct 
evaluations across multiple DOD airframe 
platforms over the next few years.

First Lt. Gunnar Kral, the Lead En-
gineer for NGAP with the AF CBRN 
Defense Systems Branch added “If a 
pilot must operate in a chemically con-
taminated environment, they have their 
chem suit, their gloves and mask and it 
can reduce their capabilities to execute 
at maximum performance.  What we are 
doing through the Next Generation Air-
crew Protection Program is investigating 
how we can reduce their protection levels 
safely, allowing them to maximize mis-
sion effectiveness to fly, fight and win.”



2   November 11, 2022 DESERT LIGHTNING NEWS S. NEVADA
Facebook.com/NellisDesertLightningNewswww.aerotechnews.com/nellisafb Commentary

Desert Lightning News, So. Nevada edition is 
published by Aerotech News and Review, a private 
firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force. 
Contents of Desert Lightning News, So. Nevada edition
are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed 
by, Aerotech News and Review, the U.S. government, 
the Department of Defense or the Department of the 
Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication, 
including inserts and supplements, does not constitute 
an endorsement by the Department of Defense, the 

Department of the Air Force or Aerotech News and 
Review of the products or services advertised. 

Everything advertised in the publication shall be 
made available for purchase and use of patronage 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national 
origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political 
af f iliation or any other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron.

The deadline for submissions to Deser t 
Lightning News is no later than Monday, 4:30 p.m., 
the week of desired publication date. 

For all submissions, a name and phone number 
of a person to contact must be included in the event 
questions arise.

All material is edited for accuracy, brevity, clarity 
and conformity to the AP Style Guide, to include 
military ranks and proper writing etiquette.

Correc tions:  Deser t Lightning News staf f 
m e m b e r s  s t r i v e  f o r  a c c u r a c y  e a c h  w e e k . 
If you notice an error in fact, contact the Desert 
Lightning News staf f at 334-718-3509, or e-mail 
editor@aerotechnews.com, and we will consider 
publishing a correction when appropriate. 

Desert Lightning News, So. Nevada edition can also be viewed online @ www.aerotechnews.com

Desert Lightning News Staff
Paul Kinison, Publisher, Aerotech News and Review
Stuart Ibberson, Editor
Tinna Sellie, Editorial Layout
Sandy Bueltel, Advertising Sales

CONTACT: Editorial Staff at 334-718-3509
For editorial staff: e-mail editor@aerotechnews.com

CONTACT: Advertising Sales at 661-945-5634 
For display ads: e-mail sbueltel@aerotechnews.com or
billwhitham@aerotechnews.com
For classified ads: e-mail classifieds@aerotechnews.com

Printed by Aerotech News and Review, Inc. (877) 247-9288 • www.aerotechnews.com

Air Force photograph

Sharene Brown, wife of Gen. CQ Brown, Air Force Chief of Staff

‘Five and Thrive’ program’s focus on quality of life 
helps families, national security in AF’s 75th year
by Sharene Brown

Military families are at the heart of 
this nation and Five and Thrive is about 
military families.

It is a grassroots effort created to sup-
port and communicate viable quality-
of-life programs and resources while 
highlighting various challenges military 
families face in five focus areas.  The five 
areas are — childcare, education, health-
care, housing and spouse employment.

By highlighting preventative mea-
sures, promoting best practices, and fos-
tering community partnerships in these 
five areas, this effort aims to provide 
Department of the Air Force families 
with the best communication, support, 
and opportunities to thrive. 

The need for these services is well 
known. So are the challenges to suc-
cess. As we continue celebrating the Air 
Force’s 75th anniversary this year, we 
cannot lose sight of the fact that families 
play a critical role in keeping the U.S. Air 
Force the best in the world.

Like many American households, Air 
Force families are not immune from the 
problems and stress surrounding child-
care, education, housing, health care and 
finding fulfilling jobs.

We know too that difficulty in one 
area can influence another, potentially 
creating a continuous cycle of struggle. 
I know this is true for our local civil-
ian populations as well, but I believe it 
is magnified for our military families 
due to constant moves, lack of family 
support, and other stressors related to 
our military way of life, such as deploy-
ments.

Many are suffering due to the cur-
rent housing crisis where families are 
required to move but are unable to find 
affordable and safe housing in their 
new location. This continuous cycle of 
struggle can lead to other challenges, 
including food insecurity where some of 
our military families continue to suffer 
alone because they are too ashamed to 
seek help. We cannot do this alone…we 
need our civilian communities to help 
us solve these challenges.

These examples, and many more, are 
why I collaborated with a small group of 
volunteer Air and Space Force spouses, 
known as the Thrive Team, to create 
Five and Thrive. This initiative provides 
a pathway of communication, an aware-
ness of support and resources, as well as 
a facilitation of quality-of-life partner-
ships to help families overcome these 
types of challenges. This was the over-
arching vision behind Five and Thrive.

The importance of ensuring safe and 
satisfied military families is larger than 
the family itself. There is a direct corre-
lation to our nation’s security since the 
strength military spouses and families 
bring to the fight ultimately improves 
the readiness, resilience, and retention 
of the entire force. 

Spouses are now and have always 
been an important part of our Air Force 
heritage. Their roots run deep in our 
Air Force history, and we are thankful 
to those who forged the path for future 
spouses to cultivate as they grow and 
thrive. My “Spouses in the Fight” series 
shows how spouses of the past inspire 

our spouses today, and I know they will 
continue to do so in the future if we 
keep their memory alive.  Here are two 
impressive examples in the history of 
“Spouses in the Fight:”

Gladys Vandenberg
Vandenberg, wife of the second chief 

of staff of the Air Force, would often 
walk the hallowed grounds of Arlington 
Cemetery with Gen. Vandenberg. It was 
during these walks that she noticed Air-
men being buried without any family 
present. Moved to action, she decided 
to personally attend each service, ensur-
ing that no Airman was ever laid to rest 
without a member of their Air Force 
family present. 

Eventually, the Arlington Committee 
was created and since 1948, no mat-
ter the weather, Arlington Ladies and 
Gentlemen serve our Department of the 
Air Force service members today as they 
are honorably laid to rest. As spouses in 
the fight often do, they inspired others 
to do the same: the Army established 
their Arlington Ladies in 1972, the Navy 
in 1986, and the Coast Guard in 2006.

Helen LeMay
In 1961, LeMay, spouse of the Air 

Force Chief of Staff General LeMay, be-
gan leading a community effort to start 
the Air Force Village, a place widows 
could find affordable housing. As we 
all know, it sometimes takes a village 
to start a village and through the help 
of many spouses, Air Force Village 
became a reality. The General and Mrs. 
Curtis E. LeMay Foundation was later 
founded to help widows and widowers of 
all Air Force retirees through financial 
grants. Today, the Air Force Village is 
called Blue Skies of Texas and is open to 
civilians and military of all services no 
matter where they live.

These spouses of yesterday amaze me 
as much as our spouses today inspire 
me. As we celebrate the Air Force’s 75th 
Anniversary, I cannot help but reflect on 
the wonderful heritage we have. I like 
to think that we are all “spouses in the 
fight” just by helping each other and our 
military families every day.  

I hope that I can contribute to this 
rich heritage even just a little bit by 
encouraging and supporting all DAF 
families through Five and Thrive.  I 
also hope that it can serve, like these 
heritage stories, as a beacon of hope for 
all “Spouses in the Fight.”  

You can learn more about Five & 
Thrive at https://www.fiveandthrive.org/ 
and Spouses in the Fight at https://www.
fiveandthrive.org/spouses-in-the-fight.    

Editor’s note:  Sharene Brown is the 
spouse to the Chief of Staff of the U.S. 
Air Force, Gen. CQ Brown Jr., and proud 
mother to two boys. She has more than 
three decades of experience advocating 
for military families and is a devoted 
champion for military spouses, recogniz-
ing their unique strengths and valuable 
contributions to our Armed Forces and 
nation.  This led her to create a grassroots 
initiative known as Five & Thrive in 2021.  
This passion-led effort is designed to con-
solidate resources, highlight preventative 
measures, promote best practices, foster 
community partnerships, and encourage 
military families to thrive!
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Joint teams conduct first F-22 in-flight tests for aircrew CBRN protection

Air Force photographs by Airman 1st Class Makenna Gott

Maj. Anthony Hill, a pilot assigned to the 199th Fighter Squadron, Hawaii Air National Guard, is prepped for his flight at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., Oct. 19, 2022. Hill is assisted the 422nd Test and Evaluation Squadron as part of a larger Department of Defense effort to 
evaluate cockpit environmental conditions after a simulated chemical weapon attack.

An F-22 Raptor assigned to the 53rd Wing, Eglin Air 
Force Base, Fla., idles while researchers from the 
711th Human Performance Wing spray wintergreen-
scented oil into the intakes prior to testing at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev., Oct. 17, 2022. This test is part of 
a larger Department of Defense effort to evaluate 
cockpit environmental conditions after a simulated 
chemical weapon attack.

An F-22 Raptor assigned to the 53rd Wing, Eglin Air 
Force Base, Fla., idles while researchers from the 
711th Human Performance Wing spray wintergreen-
scented oil into the intakes prior to testing at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nevada, Oct. 17, 2022.

by Airman 1st Class Makenna Gott
Nellis AFB, Nev.

The U.S. Air Force conducted the first 
in-flight vapor purge tests on the F-22 
Raptor with the support of the 422nd Test 
and Evaluation Squadron and the 59th 
Test Squadron on Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nev., Oct. 13-21, 2022. 

These tests are a continuation of the 
Next Generation Aircrew Protection pro-
gram, which will ensure current and fu-
ture aircrew gear and operation concepts 
will modernize rapidly to meet emerging 
threats while maximizing aircrew perfor-
mance and protection.  

“We want to give the aircrew the high-
est overall performance they can maintain 
while being in a contested environment,” 
said 1st Lt. Andrew DeNicola, 28th Test 
and Evaluations Squadron test engineer.

Researchers are evaluating the time it 
takes to clear the cockpit of a chemical 
simulant during flight. They use methyl 
salicylate, known as wintergreen oil, 
which is used as flavoring agent in chew-
ing gums and mints. This chemical simu-
lant is safe for the pilot, yet mimics the 
effects and properties of known chemical 
warfare agents.

U.S. Air Force test and evaluation per-
sonnel placed specialized testing equip-
ment in the cockpit and on the pilot. Then 
the methyl salicylate was sprayed into the 
aircraft’s engines before takeoff to mea-
sure the speed at which concentration of 
the chemical during flight are eliminated. 
With this information, researchers deter-
mined the time and conditions needed to 
purge a contaminant from the cockpit, 
enabling development of informed con-
cepts of operation.

“These novel tests will provide deci-
sion superiority to commanders on the 
current capabilities of protection for their 
aircrews, allowing them to effectively 
and safely generate combat airpower in 
a Chemical Biological Radiological and 
Nuclear contested environment, which is 
critical to deterring our near-peer adver-

saries,” said Lt. Col. Paul D. Hendrickson, 
Materiel Leader for Air Force CBRN 
Defense Systems Branch part of the Air 
Force Agile Combat Support Director-

ate.  “At the same time, we’re dramatically 
improving our ability to modernize and 
field the right next-generation protec-
tive capabilities to our warfighters at the 

speed of relevance … saving both time 
and money.”

Steve Singleton, NGAP Program Man-
ager from the AF CBRN Defense Systems 
Branch further elaborated that “following 
the successful initial efforts in 2018 where 
we conducted ground tests on the F-22, 
F-15E, F-15C, F-16 and A-10 aircraft, we 
learned enough to move forward with our 
in-flight tests which we started in 2020 on 
a C-130J and now on the F-15E and F-22.  
These tests directly support Pacific Air 
Forces Fight Tonight requirement and are 
underpinned by the recently published 
National Security Strategy.”

This collaborative effort by the Air 
Force’s CBRN Defense Systems Branch 
along with the Joint Program Executive 
Office for CBRN Defense, the Air Force 
Research Laboratory’s 711th Human 
Performance Wing and 28th Test and 
Evaluation Squadron is aligned to conduct 
evaluations across multiple DOD airframe 
platforms over the next few years.

First Lt. Gunnar Kral, the Lead En-
gineer for NGAP with the AF CBRN 
Defense Systems Branch added “If a 
pilot must operate in a chemically con-
taminated environment, they have their 
chem suit, their gloves and mask and it 
can reduce their capabilities to execute 
at maximum performance.  What we are 
doing through the Next Generation Air-
crew Protection Program is investigating 
how we can reduce their protection levels 
safely, allowing them to maximize mis-
sion effectiveness to fly, fight and win.”
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Annual ‘DASH FOR DANIELLE’
focuses on domestic violence

Air Force photographs

Airmen at Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nev., recently took part in the third 
Annual Dash for Danielle Memorial 
Run. Two years ago, the Nellis First 
Sergeant Council tragically and 
unexpectedly lost one of their 
own, Master Sgt. Danielle Lynch, to 
domestic violence. As a way for the 
council to heal and honor Danielle, 
they set up an Annual Run-A-Thon 
called “Dash for Danielle.”
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SECDEF’s oldest outreach program visits Nevada’s premier USAF bases

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Trevor Bell

An A-10 Thunderbolt II strafes overhead 
during a combat search and rescue scenario 
held for participants of the 93rd Joint 
Civilian Orientation Conference tour at 
Creech and Nellis Air Force Bases, Nev., 
Oct. 26, 2022. The JCOC group acted as 
a Counter-CSAR threat which required 
simulated attacks and shows of force 
from the A-10s to protect the HH-60s and 
survivors.

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Trevor Bell

Tech Sgt. Phillip DeFraties from the 414th 
Combat Training Squadron introduces 
the combat search and rescue portion of 
the tour that included A-10 Thunderbolt 
IIs and HH-60 Pave Hawks participating 
in a scenario focused on recovering two 
survivors within a few kilometers of the 
JCOC viewing area on the Nevada Test and 
Training Range Oct. 26, 2022. The JCOC 
group acted as a Counter-CSAR threat 
which required simulated attacks and 
shows of force from the A-10s to protect 
the HH-60s and survivors.

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Makenna Gott

Brian Gott, Joint Civilian Orientation Course 
93 participant, looks through a Pocket 
Laser Range Finder at the 6th Combat 
Training Squadron during the programs 
93rd iteration tour at Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nev., Oct. 26, 2022. The 6th CTS showed 
the JCOC how the U.S. Air Force is prepared 
to win the future fight and its current 
capabilities.

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Trevor Bell

Several members of the Joint Civilian 
Orientation Conference are given a 
demonstration on the operation of the 
MQ-9 reaper with sensor operators from the 
11th Attack Squadron during an immersion 
tour at Creech Air Force Base, Nev., Oct. 26, 
2022. The Reaper is employed primarily 
as an intelligence-collection asset and 
secondarily against dynamic execution 
targets.

Air Force photograph by Airman 1st Class Makenna Gott

Members of the Joint Civilian Orientation Conference pose for a group photo in front of an F-35 Lightning II during the program’s 93rd 
iteration tour at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Oct. 26, 2022. With aerodynamic performance and advanced integrated avionics, the F-35A 
provides next-generation stealth, enhanced situational awareness and reduced vulnerability for the United States and allied nations.

by Michael J. Hasenauer
Nellis AFB, Nev.

The Joint Civilian Orientation Confer-
ence’s 93rd iteration toured Creech and 
Nellis Air Force Bases in Nevada on Oct. 
26, 2022, and witnessed firsthand how 
the U.S. Air Force is prepared to win the 
future fight.

Their day started at Creech, where 
they learned about the MQ-9 Reaper’s 
capability, weapons capacity and muni-
tions systems. Participants were able to 
sit in the pilot and sensor operator seats 
while members from the 11th Attack 
Squadron explained flying techniques 
and target tracking while in flight.

Afterward, participants traveled to the 
Nevada Test and Training Range, where 
they were treated to a combat, search 

and rescue demonstration on the NTTR. 
They observed U.S. Air Force Weapons 
School Combat Search and Rescue Air-
men, A-10 Thunderbolt IIs, HH-60 Pave 
Hawks and MQ-9s participating in a sce-
nario focused on blue force recovery of 
two survivors within a few kilometers of 
the JCOC viewing area. The group then 
witnessed simulated attacks and a show-
of-force from A-10s tasked to protect the 
HH-60s and survivors.

Next, the tour transitioned to Nel-
lis Air Force Base with a short ride 
on a C-130 Hercules, where they were 
welcomed by the 57th Wing Vice Com-
mander, Col. Conor W. Hiney.

The day continued with an overview 
of Shadow Operation Center-Nellis 
capabilities, emphasizing system and 
technological initiatives on the leading 
edge of Air Battle Management Systems 
development, followed by the 6th Com-
bat Training Squadron and Joint Termi-
nal Attack Controller Airmen.

At the 6th CTS, JCOC participants 
observed JTACs reacting to a narrated 
simulation of an ambush supported by 
A-10s and had a hands-on experience 
with Tactical Air Control Party equip-
ment and tactical gear.

The last stop for JCOC was on Nellis’ 
flight line, where an F-35A Lightning 
II was on display. Briefers talked about 
the F-35’s capabilities and the role of the 
Air Force’s newest Aggressor squadron. 
JCOC members learned how the 65th 
Aggressor Squadron prepares joint and 
allied exercise participants with high-end 
training to compete and win against the 
pacing threat.

“It was a privilege to host the JCOC 93 
team at Nellis AFB today and share the 
U.S. Air Force story with such an amaz-
ing group of individuals.  Part of what 
makes Nellis so special is our relationship 

with the Las Vegas community, and it 
was great to expand that community to 
leaders from across the U.S.  I’m thrilled 
that the JCOC team was able to see what 
we do at Nellis and, more importantly, 
meet the airmen who do amazing things 
to generate airpower for our great coun-
try,” said Hiney.

Established is 1948, JCOC is the oldest 
Secretary of Defense-sponsored outreach 
program. JCOC alumn include CEOs of 
Fortune 100 companies, nonprofit orga-
nizations, presidents of universities and 

Marine Corps, Navy, Air and Space 
Forces and Coast Guard fully immerse 
the participants during their tenure in 
the program.

To kick off this year’s JCOC, Secretary 
Austin stated on social media, “It’s a 
pleasure to welcome business and com-
munity leaders who are participating in 
the Joint Civilian Orientation Confer-
ence. This important program helps 
create a greater understanding of the 
skills learned and sacrifices made by our 
military members.”

public administrators from metropolitan 
cities.

Leaders in civilian professions, or-
ganizations and communities make 
up the JCOC. DOD officials, military 
departments and JCOC alums chose the 
members from hundreds of applicants to 
learn more about the military and the 
men and women who serve. The Army, 
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NEVADA BALLET THEATRE — DESERT LIGHTNING — 10.25 X 6.5”

   Value Pricing

for Select Dates

NEVADA BALLET THEATRE

Music by Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Choreography by James Canfield
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SWIPE N WIN
Swipe to Win up to $100 Free Slot Play or other great prizes!

50% DINING DISCOUNT
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www.pediatricdentalcareassociates.com  •  6365 Simmons St., Suite 100  •  North Las Vegas  •  Located at the SW corner of Aliante and Centennial Parkway

Specializing in dentistry for children of all ages, including those with special needs.

Most insurances accepted.

Dentistry For Children

702-853-7322

Special ServiceS 
• Nitrous Oxide 

• Sedation  
• Hospital Dentistry

Board Certified Pediatric Dentists
Dr. Jon P. Galea

Dr. Elizabeth J. McGee
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COMPARE $999.99COMPARE $999.99
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NOW!

SAVE OVER $200
IMPULSE COLLECTION
In a durable performance cover. Includes accent pillows as shown.
Loveseat $479.99
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301 S. MARTIN LUTHER KING BLVD. LAS VEGAS, NV 89106  / 671 MARKS ST. HENDERSON, NV 89014
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Final prices shown. No further discounts apply. *See store fo details on all offers.
LOCALLY OWNED FOR OVER 67 YEARS

Get your home ready for the holidays!
Our biggest Veterans Day Sale Ever!

FOR SERVING OUR COUNTRY

LARRY ALTERWITZ
CEO, OWNER
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MILITARY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE*

$15 MILLION DOLLARS OF INVENTORY
2 & 3 Bedroom Apartment Homes • 642-0140
• Only 6 miles from Gate • Pet Friendly
• Fireplaces  • Washer & Dryers
• Non-Smoking Units* • Reduced Rates for Military

Swimming Pool, Spa, Fitness Center, Club House, 
Covered Parking, Tot Lot, Vaulted Ceilings, 

Quiet Residential Neighborhoods

370 Casa Norte Dr, North Las Vegas, NV
CRAIG RANCH VILLAS

Creative Real 
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RENTAL HOMES IN 
• North Las Vegas
• Las Vegas
• Henderson

Rents from $750
Contact us

702-450-5778
www.CreativeRE.comA CFC Participant. Provided as a public service.

St. Jude patient Isabelle with her mom, 
Abigayle, SFC, U.S. Army National Guard

Finding cures.
Saving children.®
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital® 

800-822-6344 • stjude.org
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North Las Vegas opens Veterans, Community resource center

Air Force photographs

Left is the the new traffic light at Landings Gate and Craig Road, Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., on Oct. 25, 2022. “The Landings Gate Traffic Light is a big win for Team Nellis and 
the Las Vegas Community as countless commuters and pedestrians now have safer access to their homes, places of work and bus stops,” said Col. Joshua D. Demotts, 99th 
Air Base Wing commander. “A lot of times, as commuters, we take for granted what traffic lights do for us,” the colonel continued. “We especially take for granted how many 
organizations it takes to get one approved and installed. We would like to thank Clark County, the City of North Las Vegas, the Regional Transportation Commission, the Nevada 
Department of Transportation and NV energy who partnered alongside Nellis to obtain approval to build and install this traffic light. It was no easy effort and the only way 
we crossed the finish line was through these great community partnerships.” 

There is a new traffic light 
at the Landings Gate!

On Oct. 27, 2022, the City of North 
Las Vegas held a ribbon cutting cer-
emony to officially unveil the new North 
Las Vegas Veterans and Community 
Resource Center.

The center is located at 3090 E. Cen-
tennial Parkway, North Las Vegas. 

The innovative facility officially 
opened to the public Oct. 31 with pro-
gramming ramping up in the coming 
weeks. The 1,920-square-foot center is 
open to veterans, active duty service 
members, and the public, providing a 
variety of services and activities for the 
community. 

“The vision of my fellow council 
members and I was to provide a safe 
and friendly place for the community 
and those who have served to connect 
with resources and services, convene for 
programming and new opportunities, 
and enjoy social activities with friends 
and family,” Mayor Pro Tem Pamela 
Goynes-Brown said. “We look forward to 
working with our community partners 
to help folks achieve more economic, 
housing, financial and health success 
and well-being.”

The North Las Vegas Veterans and 
Community Resource Center team will 
work hand-in-hand with Veterans and 
residents by offering a wide range of 
programs and services. Service areas 
include employment (i.e. career explo-
ration workshops, mock interviews, job 
searches), housing (i.e. social services re-
source fairs, grants programs), education 
(i.e. computer classes, career training), 
mental health and well-being (i.e. stress 
control, substance abuse management, 

service referrals), finance (i.e. financial 
literacy workshops, budgeting, credit 
building), legal (i.e. informational fairs, 
classes, legal document preparation). The 
center will be open Monday-Thursday 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. For more information, call
702-633-1640.

The North Las Vegas Veterans and
Community Resource Center is the lat-
est in a series of innovative initiatives 
from the City of North Las Vegas to give 
back to the veteran community, includ-
ing the creation of CARE (Community 
Approach to Rehabilitation and Engage-
ment) and Veterans Court programs, 

which offer a specialized Treatment 
Court programs for those who have been 
accused of non-violent crimes and could 
benefit from root-cause interventions to 
reduce recidivism. Additionally, through 

the North Las Vegas Small Business Con-
nector, the city has funded and supported 
nearly three dozen veteran-owned busi-
nesses in just the past year. The City also 
utilizes strategic recruitment practices 

to increase veteran hiring and launched 
the North Las Vegas Veterans Commu-
nity Commission to increase input and 
engagement with the City among those 
who have served our country.

Courtesy photos
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insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by GEICO 
Marine Insurance Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2020. © 2020 GEICO

GREAT RATES FOR 
MILITARY MEMBERS

Military Discounts
• Active & Guard
• Reserve & Retired
• Flexible payment options
Call 702-643-0057, or visit us at 
3315 W. Craig Rd.

•Auto
•Home
•Motorcycle
•Boat

North Las Vegas

Jeffrey W. Ziegler, D.O.
Board Certified in 

Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine

62 North Pecos Rd., Suite C • Henderson, NV 89074

(702) 433-3355
www.nevadaosteopath.com

Medical and Manipulative Treatment  
for Musculoskeletal Pain and Injury

Experienced Tricare Provider

Ask us, your local Las Vegas 
Insurance Agents, about Medicare!
Darin is a disabled veteran, who retired in 2010 after serving for 22 years. He uses 
the veteran healthcare system and understands how veteran insurance can go 
hand-in-hand with Medicare. His wife, Ronilin, can relate to veteran spouses and 
guide them with their Medicare choices.

Give us a call today!

702-277-4753 (TTY: 711)
Monday – Friday 8 AM – 5 PM

Darin and Ronilin Weidauer
8524 Del Webb Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89134
darinweidauer@ecos.care
www.EcosMedicareSolutions.com

By calling the number, you will be directed to licensed insurance agent. We do not offer every plan available in your 
area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 
1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options. MULTIPLAN_AGAMO202259_M.   56289_060822_MK.

, who retired in 2010 after serving for 22 years. He uses 
the veteran healthcare system and understands how veteran insurance can go 
hand-in-hand with Medicare. His wife, Ronilin, can relate to veteran spouses and 

Some Medicare Advantage plans may compliment your VA, Tricare for 
Life and Champ VA benefits, save you money, and offer:

• Part B premium reduction that
gives you back $100 in Social
Security monthly

• Dental
• Gym Membership

• Over-the-Counter Products
• Worldwide Benefits
• Second Opinions
• Hearing
• Vision

Military Relocation Program

5215 Ponderosa Way, Las Vegas, NV. 89118

Dave Rinn JR  206-702-5044
NV S.0197755 Realtor - MRP

Bryan Grosh 702-505-3841
NV S.0197415 Agent - Investor     

Our team of certified 
Notary Publics will buzz 
on over to WHEREVER

you are at your convenience

Bonded and E&O Insured

Mobile Notary Service • Licensed Marriage Officiants
Serving all of Southern Nevada since 2008

Melissa & Pat Ramson – Owners 
702-716-7477

CELINE DION
TRIBUTE ARTIST

celineimpersonator
@gmail.com  702 - 767 - 5480

MORGANE LATOUCHE
Singer Available Worldwide
Weddings, Birthdays, Charities,  

Private, Public, and Special Events

A CFC Participant.  
Provided as a public service.St. Jude patient Isabelle with her mom, Abigayle, U.S. Army National Guard

800-822-6344 
stjude.org/cfc

Finding cures. Saving children.®
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J I M  W I C K LU N D
Global Real Estate Advisor 
S.0176401.LLC 
jim.wicklund@sothebysrealty.com 
702.349.8180 

R EC E N T LY L I ST E D 

7511 General Whipple Court
3 BD |  3 BA |  1 ,447 SF

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. An Equal Opportunity Company.

J I M  W I C K LU N D
Global Real Estate Advisor 
S.0176401.LLC 
jim.wicklund@sothebysrealty.com 
702.349.8180 

R EC E N T LY L I ST E D 

6360 Cascade Range Street
3 BD |  3 BA |  2,638 SF

702-473-9474
CLOSE TO NELLIS 

1645 N. Lamb Blvd • Las Vegas, NV

MILITARY DISCOUNTS
on food and drinks

Located inside Fred’s Tavern

Open Daily 
9 am - Midnight

Fred’s is open 24 HRs

8 large screen 
TVs to watch NFL 

and college games

GREAT place for breakfast, lunch, or after a long day 
for cold drinks and awesome food with friends.

ALWAYS FREE ACCESS!
Frequent Updates — Breaking News — Local • Regional • National 

Your one-stop source of news and information for military, defense industry and 
aerospace professionals as  well as aerospace enthusiasts, and military veterans.

We offer our advertisers access to a great market of employed, educated professionals with stable incomes.
Phone: 661-945-5634 • Toll free: 877-247-9288  

www.aerotechnews.com  • www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview • www.thinkmilitaryads.com
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The prices of our homes, included features, plans, specifications, promotions/incentives, neighborhood build-out and available locations are subject to change without notice. Stated dimensions, 
square footage and acreage are approximate and should not be used as a representation of any home’s or homesite’s precise or actual size, location or orientation. There is no guarantee that 
any particular homesite or home will be available. No information or material herein is to be construed to be an offer or solicitation for sale. A Broker/Agent must register their client in person on 
client’s first visit at each community for a Broker/Agent to receive a commission or referral fee, if available. Not all features and options are available in all homes. Unless otherwise expressly 
stated, homes do not come with hardscape, landscape, or other decorator items. Any photographs or renderings used herein reflect artists’ conceptions and are for illustrative purposes only. 
Community maps, illustrations, plans and/or amenities reflect our current vision and are subject to change without notice. Maps not to scale. Some amenities may not yet be constructed. Builder 
reserves the right to change the size, design, configuration and location of amenities not yet constructed and does not warrant the suitability thereof for any use or for any person. Marketing 
promotions/incentives, if any, are subject to conditions or restrictions and are subject to change without notice. Builder does not warrant the suitability of any trail for any use or for any person. 
Our name and the logos contained herein are registered trademarks of Tri Pointe Homes, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries. © 2022 Tri Pointe Homes Nevada, Inc. Nevada Contractor’s License No. 
3633A. NRED Broker License # B.0041921.CORP. All rights reserved.

W TriPointeHomes.com

P 702.213.9543

AZURE PARK PLAN 4

Let Life Take Flight
To all those who have served and who 

continue to serve – Happy Veterans Day!

AZURE PARK in the Villages at Tule Springs

Two-story Homes • Downstairs Suites 
Close to Everything • From the Mid-$400Ks

Now Selling
Contact our New Home Specialists  

Shannon, Paris and Josh at  
702.213.9543 to learn more.
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JT4LLC.COM

JT4 is proud to support America’s Armed Forces.
Thank you for the sacrifices you and your loved ones have endured.

Happy Veteran’s Day!
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