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By Airman 1st Class
DEVLIN BISHOP

MESA, Ariz. — Mem-
bers of the U.S. Air Force
Action Shooting Team
competed in a shooting
competition at Rio Salado
Sportsman’s Club in Mesa,
Arizona, Nov. 10, 2023.

U.S. Air Force Master
Sgt. Robert Wilson, 22nd
Security Forces Squadron
flight chief and USAF Ac-
tion Shooting Team cap-
tain, U.S. Air Force Tech.
Sgt. Michael Schuerhoff,
49th Civil Engineer Squad-
ron intelligence non-com-
missioned officer in charge;
and U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt.
Christian Magaling, 354th
Fighter Squadron weapons
technician, attended the
United States Practical

See ACTION, Page 4

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Robert Wilson, 22nd Security
Forces Squadron flight chief, competes in a shooting
competition at Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club in Mesa,
Arizona, Nov. 10, 2023. Wilson was the captain of the
USAF Action Shooting Team.

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Devlin Bishop
U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Christian Magaling, 354th Fighter Squadron
weapons technician, fires at a target during a shooting competition
at Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club in Mesa, Arizona, Nov. 10, 2023. The
USAF Action Shooting Team competed against Army, Marine, and
Secret Servicemen as well as civilian shooters.

U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Michael Schuerhoff, 49th Civil Engineer
Squadron intelligence non-commissioned officer in charge, fires his
weapon during a shooting competition at Rio Salado Sportsman’s
Club in Mesa, Arizona, Nov. 10, 2023. The USAF Action Shooting
Team competed nationally and internationally against professional
and amateur shooters.
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Airmen recognized during h

By Airman 1st Class
ROBERT ALLEN COOKE III and

Airman 1st Class
JASMYNE BRIDGERS-MATOS

355th Wing Public Affairs

U.S. Airmen were recognized at Military
Appreciation Night at the Tucson Road-
runners hockey game in Tucson, Arizona,
Nov. 4, 2023.

The Airmen’s involvement during the
Military Appreciation Night event brought
families and service members together to
celebrate their accomplishments and shed
light on challenges that Airmen overcame
on a daily basis.

During the game, U.S. Air Force Staff
Sgt. Cliantha Yasenchack, 355th Wing
Command Post command and control
operations specialist, was recognized as
“Hero of the Game #1” on the stadium’s
promotion deck for her achievements, in-
cluding her actions against a bomb threat
in Tucson.

Yasenchak considered it an honor to
be stationed at Davis-Monthan on active
duty orders.

“Working here is a huge honor,” Yas-
enchack said. “I'm really happy to be
working here.”

U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Greyson
Landry, 355th Civil Engineering Squadron
firefighter, was also recognized as “Hero of
the Game #2” for his achievements, includ-
ing national certifications he earned for
his on-the-job training.

Through family ties, Landry found an
appreciation for the sport of hockey and
the Roadrunners team.

“My dad was born in Boston,” said
Landry “And so he grew up playing a lot
of hockey, and just growing up, we were
always watching hockey with him. I went
to some Roadrunners games with him, and
ever since then, I fell in love with hockey.”

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Dwayne Ken-
nedy, 48th Rescue Squadron maritime
pararescue specialist, was the guest of
honor who dropped the ceremonious
hockey puck, signifying the end of pregame
festivities and the start of the game.

“This is an opportunity to connect with
the community,” Kennedy said. “The com-
munity does not see the military a lot. I
think it’s a good opportunity for each of
us to show face.”

Bridging the gap between the wider
community and the endeavors of service
members around the world, military
recruiters were stationed on the upper
level of the hockey stadium during the
game. U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Kiley Ev-
erett, 362nd Recruiting Squadron enlisted
accessions recruiter, was one Air Force
recruiter who offered information to those
interested in joining the U.S. Air Force.

“We try to get involved with all of the
major events out here,” Everett said.
“Events, setting up booths, and just mak-
ing the Air Force presence known to the
people of Tucson.”

The evening not only celebrated the
achievements of outstanding Airmen, but
also demonstrated the support and ap-
preciation of a community that recognizes
their dedication and sacrifices.

FACEBOOK.COM/DESERTLIGHTNINGNEWS

U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman William Turnbull
U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Grayson Landry, 355th Civil Engineer Squadron fire-
fighter, poses for a photo during military appreciation night at a Tucson Roadrun-
ners hockey game in Tucson, Arizona, Nov. 4, 2023. The Tucson Roadrunners gave
free tickets to military members as a part of military appreciation night.

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Robert Allen Cooke llI
U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Dwayne Kennedy, 48th Rescue Squadron
pararescueman, waits in the hallway near the arena at a Tucson
Roadrunners hockey game, Tucson, Arizona, Nov. 4, 2023. Ken-
nedy was selected to drop the puck at the start of the game.

ockey game

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Robert
Allen Cooke Il

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Dwayne Ken-
nedy, 48th Rescue Squadron parares-
cueman, drops the puck at the start of

a Tucson Roadrunners hockey game,
Tucson, Arizona, Nov. 4, 2023. The Road-
runners honored a “Hero of the Game”
to bring attention to the hard work DM
Airmen do for the community.

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Robert Allen Cooke Il
The 355th Wing Honor Guard prepares to post the colors
at a Tucson Roadrunners hockey game in Tucson,
Arizona, Nov. 4, 2023. The Honor Guard ceremoniously
presented the flags for military appreciation night.

U.S. Air Force Staff

Sgt. Dwayne Kennedy,
48th Rescue Squadron
pararescueman, prepares
to drop the puck before the
start of the game in Tucson,
Arizona, Nov. 4, 2023.
Events like these helped
Davis-Monthan Air Force
Base personnel connect
with the local Tucson
populace.

U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman William Turnbull



DESERT LIGHTNING NEwWS

DECEMBER 2023

WWW.AEROTECHNEWS.COM/DAVIS-MONTHANAFB

FACEBOOK.COM/ DESERTLIGHTNINGNEWS

355th CES Phase Il Readiness Exercise

By Airman 1st Class
JASMYNE BRIDGERS-MATO

355 Wing Public Affairs

355th CES fire protection conducted multiple exercises the 355th
CES Phase II Readiness Exercise, Oct. 24-26, 2023.
The exercises consisted of a mock barrier engagement, aircraft
live fire, structural fire, and pilot egress, while operating in JFIRE
(CBRN environment).
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U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Nick Macias, left, and Tech. Sgt. Brian

Davenport, right, 355th Civil Engineer Squadron fire emer-
gency services firefighter, check on Keith Mahoney, 355th

Civil Engineer Squadron training captain, while responding to

a simulated pilot egress at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Ari-
zona, Oct. 24, 2023. The exercise tested their ability to get the
call and respond, arrive on scene and extricate the pilot.
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U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Jasmyne Bridgers-Matos
Airmen assigned to the 355th Civil Engineer Squadron respond to a simulated A-10 egress at Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, Oct. 24, 2023. The A-10 egress sharpened their skKills in egressing a pilot

from an aircraft that could be experiencing any number of issues.

Airmen assigned to the 355th Civil Engineer Squadron connect a fire hose at
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, Oct. 24, 2023. They set up the hose to
combat a structural fire during the 355th CES Phase Il Readiness Exercise.

Airmen assigned to the 355th Civil Engineer Squadron extinguish a simulated aircraft live
fire at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, Oct. 25, 2023. The training honed their abil-
ity to extinguish a helicopter fire quickly while potentially having to save a pilot’s life.

Airmen assigned to the 355th
Civil Engineer Squadron un-
ravel a fire hose to extinguish
a simulated structural fire at
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base,
Arizona, Oct. 24, 2023. The train-
ing reinforced their skillset in
firefighting operations and vic-
tim extrication.
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Shooting Association competition
to compete against Army, Marine,
Secret Servicemen, and profes-
sional civilian marksmen.

Magaling placed in the top five
out of 142 other competitors in
his division.

“Finishing in the top five of
the Carry Optics division against
some of the best competitors
in the country was a humbling
experience for me,” said Magal-
ing. “With all the hard work and
dedication I've devoted to this
sport, I feel it was a well-deserved
finish, but we will continue prac-
ticing and improving for future
competitions.”

The USAF Action Shooting
Team competes at dozens of com-
petitions each year and is always
looking for new talent.

“The way our team is currently
postured, we are all Airmen first,
completing our day-to-day duties
in our respective AFSCs, and
compete as Air Force ambassadors
and professional shooters as a
secondary duty,” said Wilson. “This
means we’re not all stationed
together, and while this can al-
low us more widespread reach
as a team, we don’t always get a
chance to train or attend matches
as teammates.

“One of the things that may

help the team to continue to
grow and develop, in addition to
a potential increase in funding,
is increased public affairs and
media engagement as there are
many Airmen, and Senior Lead-
ers alike, who are unaware we
have world-class Airmen compet-
ing on behalf of the USAF against
the best professional shooters in
the world every weekend.”
Despite any shortfalls, the team
still manages to provide valuable
outreach on behalf of the Air Force.

FACEBOOK.COM/DESERTLIGHTNINGNEWS

“There are a lot of junior
shooters in the sport,” said
Schuerhoff. “We get quite a bit of
interest from young people ask-
ing about the Air Force, our team
and how to join. I always encour-
age them to find resources or
help them get in contact with a
local recruiter.”

Competitions such as these
give the Action Shooting Team
opportunities to build connec-
tions with civilians and repre-
sent the Air Force.

A U.S. Air Force Action Shooting Team member reaches into a bag
of ammunition during a shooting competition at Rio Salado Sports-
man’s Club in Mesa, Arizona, Nov. 10, 2023. The USAF Action
Shooting Team aimed to recruit avid shooters who were interested
in going to competitions on behalf of the Air Force.

Tl

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Christian Magaling, 354th Fighter Squad-
ron weapons technician, completes a course during a shooting
competition at Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club in Mesa, Arizona,
Nov. 10, 2023. The USAF Action Shooting Team competed on 17
different shooting courses during the competition.
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Warthog Wednesday

R 5

U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class Max Velez, 357th Fighter Genera-
tion Squadron weapons load crew member, and U.S. Air Force
Senior Airman Blake Hewitson, 357th Fighter Generation Squadron
weapons load crew member, load chaff and flare countermeasures
onto an A-10C Thunderbolt Il aircraft. The A-10 aircraft was de-
signed to be serviced and operated from bases with limited facili-
ties near battle areas.

U.S. Air Force
Airmen load a

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Robert Allen Cooke llI
missile onto an  An A-10C Thunderbolt Il aircraft is displayed at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, Nov. 9, 2023.
A-10C Thunder- The A-10 aircraft’'s 30mm GAU-8/A Avenger was designed to fire 3,900 rounds per minute and can de-
bolt Il aircraft at feat an array of ground targets, including tanks.

Davis-Monthan
Air Force Base.
! The A-10 air-
craft was de-
signed for the
close air sup-
port mission
and has the
=1 ability to carry
. 16,000 pounds
" | ofordinance.
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U.S. Air Force Airmen load a mis-
sile onto an A-10C Thunderbolt

Il aircraft at Davis-Monthan Air
Force Base. The A-10 aircraft was
designed to have a long loiter and
wide combat radius.
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03RD RQAG SALUTE

By Staff Sgt.
ABBEY RIEVES

355th Wing Public Affairs

Chuff chuff chuff.

The HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter
roars to life, like a heartbeat quicken-
ing during a race.

The chuffing sound of the rotors
even out into a familiar, steady pulse
while he pulls on his ear protection.

As a career pararescueman, the De-
partment of Defense’s only joint rank
service member, has flown countless
hours in Pave Hawks like this.

Clank. The Senior Enlisted Advisor
to the Chairman clips his gunner belt
around his waist, securing him for his
final flight.

Hand signals from the crew chiefs
communicate to the helo pilots. 563rd
Rescue Group, ready for takeoff.

In a career lasting over 33 years, this
human weapon system understands
the need to sustain and strengthen de-
terrence against China through con-
tinued growth in the pararescue field.

“I have been able to witness the gen-
erational commitment of the Guard-
ian Angel, combat search and rescue,”
said U.S. Air Force SEAC Ramoén “CZ”
Colon-Lopez. “The strides, feats and
progress this career field has made, es-
pecially over the past 20 years of war.”

Throughout wartime, Colén-Lépez
deployed numerous times and contin-
ues to lead the Department of Defense
with expertise only understood by
someone whose combat boots trod the
trail in search of Osama Bin Laden.

“It’s a very proud moment to see
people now that I put through parares-
cue school,” said Colén-Lépez. “Back
then they were brand new Airmen,
now they are running the show.”

In 2004, the SEAC shared his
knowledge and developed hundreds of
Pararescue pipeliners, to include the
now U.S. Air Force Senior Master Sgt.
Joshua Andrada who is the 563rd Res-
cue Group’s standards and evaluations
superintendent at Davis-Monthan Air
Force Base, Arizona.

“The greatest value CZ taught me
was to be a patriot and a warrior with
a never-quit mindset,” said Andrada.
“To remember my oath of enlistment
and that the only colors that matter are
the ones on an American Flag.”

Colon-Lopez was also assigned to
the 48th Rescue Squadron at Holloman
Air Force Base, New Mexico, which is
now located at Davis-Monthan, where
it holds true to its lineage: Train, equip
and employ combat-ready pararescue-

men, combat rescue officers and sup-
porting personnel worldwide.

“No matter what is going on in this
world,” said Andrada, whose military
service totals more than 20 years. “A
dedication to civil service and more
specifically, rescue, is a righteous way to
live each day to your fullest potential.”

Keeping U.S. national security in-
terests in mind, the SEAC praised the
ingenuity and dedication of CSAR.

“I have seen how we have advanced
our techniques and procedures for not
only the pararescue career field, but for
many other medical branches across
the joint force,” said the SEAC. “They
continue to lead the charge for the De-
partment of Defense, bringing the latest
technology to the fight.”

Advancing this effort, the 355th
Wing is actively replacing the HH-60G
Pave Hawk helicopters with the whis-
key fleet, set to be accomplished by
2024. The new HH-60W Jolly Green II
helicopters are equipped with advanced
avionics, new navigation systems and
substantially upgraded survivor au-
thentication capabilities.

“We are seeing our competitors
modernizing their fleet, and we need to
continue to lead the charge when that
fight comes,” said Colén-Lopez. “We
need to have a couple aces up our sleeve
to keep the element of surprise, coupled
with our combat forces experience.”

The new HH-60W Jolly Green II
helicopters assigned to the 55th Rescue
Squadron have a dual purpose, utilized
in military operations such as civil
search and rescue, disaster relief, inter-
national aid, emergency medical evacu-
ation and counter-drug activities.

“CSAR is more important to the
American public, than just the Air
Force,” said Colon-Lépez, his deep
brown eyes widened with emphasis.
“PJs train to the extreme level, to make
sure we are at our BEST, when someone
is having their worst day.”

As one of the only active-duty wings
dedicated to CSAR, the 355th Wing
builds warfighting Airmen who are
ready to attack and rescue.

“These men and women live, breathe
and train to make sure they can provide
somebody else the chance to live,” the
SEAC continued. “Knowing their dedi-
cation level in that mission, they will
not fail. They will give their life before
they fail.”

Chuff chuff chuff. The 563rd RQG
helo forcefully lifts from the ground,
and SEAC Coldn-Lépez embarks on his
fini flight over the Ohio River, in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, Sept. 6, 2023.

U.S. Airmen, assigned to the 563rd Rescue Group, and pararescue career-field members gath
“CZ” Colon-Lépez in Louisville, Kentucky, Sept. 6, 2023. Colén-Lépez served active duty for n
flight that day.

U.S. Air Force Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chairman Ramén “CZ” Colén-Lopez offers worc
dom to Airmen assigned to the 563rd Rescue Group and pararescue career-field members in
Kentucky, Sept. 6, 2023. After the mentorship session, the 563rd RQG provided asset suppor
SEAC'’s fini-flight.
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U.S. Air Force Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chairman Ramoén “CZ” Colén-Lépez,
checks his hoist during his fini-flight in Louisville, Kentucky, Sept. 6, 2023. Colon-
Lépez was a career pararescueman and was assigned to the 48th Rescue Squadron
at Holloman Air Force Base, N.M., before the squadron was relocated to Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz.

U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Abbey Rieves

jather for a mentorship lesson from the Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chairman Ramén
‘or more than 32 years and continued to mentor the next generation of Airmen until his fini-

U.S. Air Force Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chairman Ramoén “CZ” Colén-Lépez,
right, loads PJ Charlie into his backpack in Louisville, Kentucky, Sept. 6, 2023. Colon-
Lépez would hoist down the HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter, assigned to the 55th Res-
cue Squadron, with PJ Charlie for his fini-flight.

U.S. Air Force
Senior Enlisted
Advisor to the
Chairman Ramoén
“CZ” Colon-Lopez,
prepares for take-
off during his fini-
flight in Louisville,
Kentucky, Sept. 6,
2023. Colén-Loépez
served in the Air
Force for more
than 32 years and
~ el S was the first E-10
U.S. Air Force Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chairman Ramoén “CZ” rank in the Air
Colon-Lépez, left, coins Senior Master Sgt. Joshua Andrada, 563rd Force.
Rescue Group standards and evaluations superintendent, in Louisville,
R Kentucky, Sept. 6, 2023. Colén-Lépez’ was a career pararescueman and
— _—— was assigned to the 48th Rescue Squadron at Holloman Air Force Base,
ords of wis- N.M., before the squadron was relocated to Davis-Monthan Air Force
s in Louisville, Base, Arizona, where Andrada now develops and leads PJs in the 48th
port for the RQS, 55th Rescue Squadron, 68th Rescue Squadron, and additional
supporting squadrons.
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Air Force students find resources with new Student Success Center

By
LARISA LANGLEY

d/A3BP

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas
(AFNS) — The Air Force Learning Professionals’ Pro-
gram recently launched the Student Success Center,
a new feature on the website that provides additional
academic resources and fosters academic achievement
for Airmen and Guardians.

The new page provides a curated list of resources to
support students’ academic journey including academic
preparation, studying, and writing techniques, and
overall well-being through a holistic approach.

“We identified the need for students at every level
to easily locate information that can help them grow
in both their academic and personal lives,” said Dana

Air Ed tion and Training C

Air Force selects 506 senior master sergeants for promotion

Horn, AFLP branch chief. “The Student Success Center
brings resources together in one place for easy access
by students across the Department of the Air Force.”

The content includes information appropriate for
initial skills training as well as for seasoned students
aiming for excellence and can be accessed anytime to
assist with academic and learning challenges.

Included in the Student Success Center is evidence-
based information to promote effective study habits,
tools for better writing, and techniques and resources
that assist in student resilience. Content is aligned
under tabs for preparation, studying, writing, and
well-being.

Each focus area includes a strengths and weaknesses
section where students can view skill benchmarks
through links to the DAF e-Learning platform. Students
can access comprehensive self-assessments to identify

By
AIR FORCE
PERSONNEL CENTER

Public Affairs

JOINT BASE SAN AN-
TONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas
(AFNS) — Air Force officials
selected 506 Air Force senior
master sergeants for promo-
tion to chief master sergeant

tion rate of 22.5% in the 23E9
promotion cycle, which includes
supplemental promotion oppor-
tunities.

Senior raters will be granted
access to the select lists via
the Virtual Enlisted Promotion
Release application on Nov. 29.

The chief master sergeant
list will be publicly available on
the Air Force Personnel Center
Enlisted Promotions website

https://www.afpc.af.mil/Promo-
tion/Enlisted-Promotions/ Nov.
30 at 11 p.m. Arizona time.
Members will also be able to
access their score notices on
the virtual Military Personnel
Flight via the AFPC secure page
upon public release.

For more information about
Air Force personnel programs,
visit the AFPC public https:/

out of 2,249 eligible for a selec-

www.afpc.af.mil/ website.

their strengths and areas for growth. Based on the
results, a personalized learning plan will be generated
for use within DAF e-Learning.

The Student Success Center is available on both
government and personal computers, as well as mobile
devices, allowing students on-demand resources at their
fingertips. The skill benchmarks are accessible from
mobile devices through the integration of the Percipio
application, available through the Apple App Store or
Google Play Store.

To access the Student Success Center

https://www.learningprofessionals.af.mil/S2C/

To access information about the Learning Profession-
als program, https://www.learningprofessionals.af.mil/

For questions on the Student Success Center or the
Learning Professionals program, email aetc.a3bp.work-
flow@us.af.mil.
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“Accessible, Quality, and cost effective health care.”
Ya'at'eeh!
Welcome to Winslow Indian Health Care Center
and the Dilkon Medical Center!

We boast an outstanding and innovative ambulatory health care center that
serves an estimated 190,000 Native Americans, most of whom are Navajo. In
addition to our ambulatory services, we offer a vast amount of resources to
our patients to ensure they receive health care to the fullest extent.

Winslow, AZ is located just east of Flagstaff, and is at the heart of some of
the most picturesque landscapes the United States has to offer. Just south
of the Four Corners, we're surrounded by National Parks, like the Grand Can-
yon, Bryce Canyon and Natural Bridges in Utah, and Mesa Verde in Colorado.
Phoenix is a short drive south and includes everything you would want in a
big city. Whether you like the country or the city, living in the Winslow area
means there's something for everyone!

Join the Winslow Indian Health Care team...we are actively recruiting at
both the Winslow Indian Health Care Center and the newly opened Dilkon
Medical Center.

WIHCC Recruitment

500 N Indiana Avenue, Winslow, AZ 86407
Phone: (928) 289-6201 - Fax: (928) 288-9979
email: jobs@wihcc.org - www.wihcc.com

How to Apply
To apply please visit:

www.wihcc.com
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* We are a diverse group of
# customer service focused ..’
individuals who enjoy
& delivering our own i
- STYLE of service! k
- Sl TN TR e
And we are looking for someone like YOU, who:
Loves to interact with people - Gives 100% every day
Desires FUN at work - Values a career, not just a job
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We Have The Best Jobs in San Diego!

Cage Cashier - Cage Shift Manager - Cage Supervisor
Club Host - Compliance Officer - Compliance Specialist

Food and Beverage Assistant Director
Maintenance Program Coordinator
Production Assistant - Public Safety Dispatcher
Security Armed Officer - Security Patrol Officer
Security Unarmed Officer - Tribal Maintenance Worker
Surveillance Officer

Why Viejas?

85% of our Management Team have been promoted from within
On our most recent Engagement Survey, 82% of our
Team Members expressed that they were grateful to work at Viejas
40% of our Team Members have worked for us for more than
5 years and 23% for more than 10 years

O

Contact Us
619.659.1815 - 5000 Willows Road - Alpine, CA 91901
To apply: Viejas.com/careers/



REACH THE BEST MARKET
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Militar- erosba;:e - Veterans
In Print and Digital

7/ A€ROTECHNEWS.COM

Your one-stop source of news and information for military,
defense industry and aerospace professionals as
well as aerospace enthusiasts, and military veterans.

We offer our advertisers access to a great market of
employed, educated professionals with stable incomes.

Phone: 661-945-5634 - Toll free: 877-247-9288
www.aerotechnews.com - www.thinkmilitaryads.com
www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview

ALWAYS FREE ACCESS!

Frequent Updates — Breaking News — Local - Regional - National
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Nation celebrates Native American Heritage Month

By
David Vergun

DOD News

President Joe Biden issued a
National Native American Heri-
tage Month proclamation for
the month of November calling
attention to the service of Native
Americans.

The proclamation states: “De-
spite centuries of violence and
oppression, Native peoples remain
resilient and proud. Today, Native
Americans are essential to the
fabric of the United States. They
serve in the United States armed
forces at higher rates than any
other ethnic group.

“They continue to steward so
many of our great lands. Their
contributions to science, humani-
ties, arts, public service, and more
have brought prosperity for all
of us. Their diverse cultures and
communities continue to thrive
and lead us forward.”

Ashish S. Vazirani, acting un-
dersecretary of defense for per-
sonnel and readiness, said the
Defense Department recognizes
November as National American
Indian Heritage Month.

“This year’s theme is ‘“Tribal
Nations Soaring to New Heights.’
American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives have a long history of mili-
tary service. During World War
II, the legendary contributions of
Navajo Code Talkers were critical
for U.S. success. Similarly, Alaska
Natives fearlessly defended U.S.
territories from Japanese raids.

“Many American Indians and
Alaska Natives serving today cite
a desire to follow in the footsteps of
their family members and have a
deep patriotism for protecting and
serving their homeland,” he said.

Alicia Madalena Sylvester,
from the Pueblo of Jemez tribe, is
the Defense Department’s senior
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Members of the Kiowa Black Leggings Warrior Society and Zotigh

Photos by Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Alexander Kubitza, DOD
Dancers perform during a celebration at the Pentagon for National
Native American Heritage Month, Nov. 8, 2023.

tribal advisor and liaison for Na-
tive American affairs. She and
others spoke Nov. 8 at the Penta-
gon’s National Native American
Heritage Month celebration.

Native American men and wom-
en serve in the armed forces at
five times the national average,
Sylvester said. They have served
with distinction in every conflict
since the birth of this country.

“As Native American veterans
have pledged their service to the
nation, the Department of Defense
is also committed to fulfilling its
legal and moral responsibilities,”
she said. “I want to assure all
tribal leaders present here that
DOD is committed to ensuring
that government-to-government
consultation with American In-
dian and Alaska Native tribes
are consistently timely, respectful,
meaningful and robust.”

The Pentagon event included
tribal dances from different Na-
tive American tribes. “It is truly

Singers present the colors during a celebration at the Pentagon for
National Native American Heritage Month, Nov. 8, 2023.

a blessing to hear the songs, the
native language, and drumbeats
throughout the Pentagon court-
yard and within our corridors,”
she added.

According to the Defense Equal
Opportunity Management Insti-
tute, the 2023 National American
Indian Heritage Month poster
depicts America’s landscape inter-
spersed with symbols that depict
American Indian and Alaskan
Native achievements and contri-
butions.

The poster is also an ode to
the “Skywalkers.” Iroquois iron-
workers, especially Mohawks,
are legendary for their dizzying
work in erecting skyscrapers and
steel bridges. Mohawk men have
walked and worked on nearly all
of New York City’s towering build-
ings, including the Empire State
Building, the Chrysler Building,

and Rockefeller Center. In Pitts-
burgh, they worked on the U.S.
Steel Building, the Civic Arena,
and the Fort Pitt Bridge, among
other structures.

During the 2020 census, the
U.S. Census Bureau identified
the following numbers of Native
peoples who identify solely as Na-
tive American and who are U.S.
residents:

American Indian: 2,159,802

Latin American Indian: 766,112

Alaska Native: 133,311

Canadian Indian: 7,723

The census also recorded the
following number of U.S. residents
who identified as Native Ameri-
cans of mixed race:

American Indian: 6,363,796

Latin American Indian:
1,319,523

Alaska Native: 241,797

Canadian Indian: 72,701

NATIONAL AMERICAN INDIAN
HERITAGE MONTH
Aovember




Extend holiday greetings to members of the Armed Forces
Does your business offer military discounts? If so, this special edition is the
perfect way to supercharge your holiday sales effort!

In addition to the print edition, the Holiday Gift and Greeting Guide will also be
available in digital format, with all ads being linked to the advertiser’s web site.

Make sure the local aerospace and military community knows about the specials you
have, including military discounts, at the beginning of this important shopping season.

Reservation deadline: Monday, December 4, 2023
Material deadline: Friday, December 8, 2023

Aerotech News & Review « High Desert Warrior - Ft. Irwin NTC
Desert Lightning News - Nellis AFB
Thunderbolt - Luke AFB - Desert Lightning News - Davis-Monthan AFB

77A€ROTECHNEWS.COM
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Corporate Headquarters: 220 E. Ave K-4, Suite 4, Lancaster, CA 93535
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NOW ENROLLING 2023-24
LA PALOMA ACADEMY
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LA PALOMA

ACADEMY |
Since 2002
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FREE BEFORE- AND
AFTER-SCHOOL
PROGRAM
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FREE FULL-DAY
KINDERGARTEN
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AWESOME
ACTIVITIES

EXCELLENCE
IN ACADEMICS

RESERVE A SPOT FOR

“\ g YOUR CHILD NOW!

ONLY 4 MILES
FROM BASE!
South Campus Central Campus Lakeside Campus
5660 S. 12th Ave. 2050 N. Wilmot Rd. 8140 E. Golf Links Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85706

Tucson, AZ 85712 Tucson, AZ 85730
(520) 807-9668 (520) 721-4205 (520) 733-7373

Marana Campus
13644 N. Sandario Rd.
Marana, AZ 85653

(520) 545-0575

LPATUCSON.ORG



