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IP War Day advances joint forces training 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Mason Hargrove 
A U.S. Air Force KC-46 Pegasus assigned to Seymour Johnson Air Force Base refu-
els an F-16 Fighting Falcon from the 309th Fighter Squadron, Nov. 3, 2023, over the 
Barry M. Goldwater Range, Arizona. Instructor Pilot War Day in concert with Exer-
cise Desert Hammer aimed to replicate intense aerial combat scenarios, featuring an 
array of aircraft from multiple branches and bases. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 
U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Jacob Wel-
ton, 414th Maintenance Squadron crew 
chief, observes an F-15E Strike Eagle as 
it is prepared for takeoff, Nov. 3, 2023, 
at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. The 4th 
Fighter Wing is one of seven military units 
that participated in Luke AFB’s Instructor 
Pilot War Day in concert with the 944th 
Fighter Wing’s Exercise Desert Hammer. 

U.S. Air Force photo by  
Airman 1st Class Jakob Hambright 

An A-10 Thunderbolt II as-
signed to Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base participates 
in exercise Desert Hammer, 
Nov. 3, 2023, at Gila Bend 
Auxiliary Airfield, Arizona. U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jakob Hambright

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 
U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Jacob Welton, 
414th Maintenance Squadron crew chief, signals 
an F-15E Strike Eagle as it prepares for takeoff, 
Nov. 3, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. 

By Airman 1st Class  
MASon HARgRove

56th Fighter Wing

In a total force effort, the 56th Fighter 
Wing conducted Instructor Pilot War Day 
in conjunction with a larger joint-force exer-
cise hosted by the 944th Fighter Wing, Ex-
ercise Desert Hammer, Nov. 3-4, 2023, over 
the Barry M. Goldwater Range, Arizona.

Exercise Desert Hammer combined with 
IP War Day, involved more than 300 combat 
support Airmen and 96 aircraft, this joint-
force exercise is a routine event with U.S. 
Air Force Reserve, Air National Guard, U.S. 
Marine Corps, and U.S. Navy.

“The purpose of IP War Day is to guar-
antee that our operators preserve an elite 
standard of tactical skill and that our in-
structor pilots can translate insights from 
the large-scale exercise into regular train-
ing for their students,” said U.S Air Force 
Col. Matthew Johnston, 56th Operations 
Group commander. “This exercise solidifies 
the tactical readiness of our Airmen and 
affirms their expertise, reinforcing our com-
mitment to training the world’s greatest 
fighter pilots and combat-ready Airmen.”

The exercises aimed to replicate intense 
aerial combat scenarios, featuring an array 
of aircraft including F-35A Lightning II’s 
from the 61st Fighter Squadron, F-16 Fight-

SH-60 Sea Hawk aircraft assigned 
to Helicopter Sea Combat Squad-
ron 6 conduct landing and refuel-
ing operations, Nov. 3, 2023, at 
Gila Bend Auxiliary Airfield, Ari-
zona. The SH-60’s participated in 
a total force effort where the 56th 
Fighter Wing conducted Instruc-
tor Pilot War Day in conjunction 
with a larger joint-force exercise 
hosted by the 944th Fighter Wing, 
Exercise Desert Hammer.

ing Falcons from 309th Fighter Squadron, 
F-35B Lightning II’s from USMC Air Sta-
tion Miramar, a KC-46 Pegasus, and F-15
Eagles from Seymour Johnson Air Force
Base, North Carolina.

“IP War Day is a testament to our com-
mitment of advancing training and readi-
ness,” said Reserve Citizen Airmen Lt. Col. 

William Wisehart, 944th Operations Group 
deputy commander. “This exercise not only 
reinforces our operational capabilities but 
also strengthens our community ties, align-
ing with our mission to train combat ready 
Airmen and foster enduring partnerships.”

The exercise’s primary intent was to 
maintain and enhance tactical proficiency, 

particularly focusing 
on air-to-air defen-
sive maneuvers in a 
variety of combat sce-
narios and contested 
areas. It aimed to bol-
ster coordination and 
readiness among the 
various units, ensur-
ing that aircrews are 
adept and prepared 
for the agile deploy-
ment of airpower in 
future operations.
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Triumph and Sacrifice: 

The legacy of a three-war veteran and fighter pilot 

Courtesy photo 
Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Rich-
ard Earl Michaud poses for a photo 
inside of an aircraft, at Hamilton Air 
Force Base, California. During his 
service, Michaud flew 180 combat 
missions and helped rescue 78 
downed pilots, earning him 5 dis-
tinguished flying crosses, a bronze 
star and 14 Air Medals.

U.S. Air Force Photo by Airman 1st Class 
Katelynn Jackson 

Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Rich-
ard Earl Michaud poses for a photo 
in his living room, Sept. 6, 2023, in 
Mesa, Arizona. Richard served 22 
years active duty in the Air Force, 
earning five Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, a Bronze Star, and 14 Air 
Medals.

Courtesy photo 
Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Richard Michaud, 
retired pilot and squadron commander, waves 
to a crowd before taking flight on a Boeing-Stea-
rman Model 75 for his 90th birthday, May 14th, 
2017, in Mesa, Arizona. Richard served 22 years 
active duty in the Air Force, fighting in World War 
II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. 

By Airman 1st Class  
KATeLYnn JACKSon

56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The booming sound of North Vietnam-
ese Army soldiers’ steps echoed in the 
tropical summer air in South Vietnam, 
1968.  

They had marched for over a month 
through the dense Ho Chi Minh Trail. 
The only thing between them and the 
defenseless South Vietnamese village 
they planned to invade was one last mile 
of open air. 

Or so they thought.  
High above them, U.S. Air Force Lt. 

Col. Richard Michaud soared in an F-4 
Phantom II jet, with a full load of am-
munition, and a clear view of his targets. 

“During the summer months the 
North Vietnamese traveled South and 
invaded villages,” said Michaud, now 
retired, at his home in Mesa, Arizona. 
“They robbed them of everything they 
owned, took the women and children as 
slaves — they devastated them in every 
meaning of the word.”  

Luckily, a South Vietnamese U.S. ally, 
or “friendly,” lived in that village and 
called in for help as he saw the North 
Vietnamese approaching. Michaud in-
tercepted the call and turned in pursuit 
for the invaders. 

“I could see the North Vietnamese 
soldiers coming down over an open spot 

to take the village,” said Richard. “I was 
lucky enough to have a fully loaded 
gun pod, and I completely emptied it 
on them.”  

The ammunition made contact on 
target, taking enemy Vietnamese down 

and sending the rest flee-
ing back into the dense 
jungle. 

“As I turned to leave, 
I looked down to see the 
villagers waving to me,” 
said Richard, his glisten-
ing eyes far away. “That 
was —” he paused, his 
voice cracking. “That was 
one of the moments that 
got to me.”

Over his 22 years of 
service in the Air Force, 
16 months deployed to 
Vietnam and participa-
tion in three U.S. wars, 
flying missions like the 
one with the South Viet-
namese village would 
earn Michaud 14 Air 
Medals, five Distin-
guished Flying Crosses 
and a Bronze Star.  

In addition to a highly decorated 
career, Michaud’s service in the Air 
Force would be filled with many sacri-
fices, none more demanding than the 
time spent away from his wife and four 
children.  

The legacy of courage and exemplary 
service that veterans like Michaud, and 
many others displayed, is a testament to 
the true strength of our Air and Space 
Force that Airmen and Guardians con-
tinue to build upon today. 

Michaud’s military career began in 
May 1945 when he enlisted into the U.S. 
Navy, serving in the Philippines Islands 
and the Admiralty Islands of the South 
Pacific. Returning to civilian life, he used 
the GI Bill to enroll at Utah State Agri-
cultural College (USU) where he met 
and married his wife, Patricia Merrill, 
his junior year in 1948.  

He joined the Air Force Reserve Offi-
cer Training Corps where he rose to the 
highest-ranking cadet second in com-
mand of the 1,500 brigade and graduated 
as a distinguished military graduate 
with a degree in journalism.  

From there, Michaud returned to 
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Luke Veterinary Clinic opens new facility

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 

A dog is prepped 
for treatment at 
the Luke Air Force 
Base Veterinary 
Treatment Facil-
ity, Oct. 23, 2023, 
at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona. The 
Luke Veterinary 
team provides 
generalized well-
ness services, 
basic sick calls, 
radiographs, and 
ultrasound ser-
vices to the dogs 
and cats of active 
duty, reserve, and 
retired service 
members and their 
dependents.

A military working dog looks at their handler during the new Luke Air Force Base Vet-
erinary Treatment Facility’s ribbon cutting ceremony, Oct. 23, 2023, at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona. 

A dog awaits treatment at the new Luke 
Air Force Base Veterinary Treatment 
Facility, Oct. 23, 2023, at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona.

The Luke Air Force Base Veterinary Treatment Facility staff pose in front of their new 
building after a ribbon cutting ceremony, Oct. 23, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Ari-
zona.

By Airman 1st Class 
elias Carrero

56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The Luke Air Force Base Veterinary 
Treatment Facility opened their new 
facility located across from the Block 
House, on Oct. 23, 2023.

The Luke Veterinary team provides 
generalized wellness services, basic sick 
calls, radiographs, and ultrasound ser-
vices to the dogs and cats of active duty, 
reserve, and retired service members and 
their dependents.

“This move is huge for the veterinary 
care capabilities at this base,” said Dr. 
Rachel Hallman, Luke AFB Veterinary 
Treatment Facility veterinary medical 
officer. “The equipment upgrades and big-
ger facility is a giant step up from being 
a preventative care focused clinic, into a 
functional sick call facility.” 

The larger facility expands the number 
of patients the clinic can treat while pro-
viding more specialized medical services 
for the pets of Luke’s active and retired 
service members. 

“In the future, we hope to be able to 
provide specialized services like surger-
ies,” said U.S. Army Sgt. Ambria Crooks, 
Luke AFB Veterinary Treatment Facility 
noncommissioned officer in charge. “This 
will limit the need to outsource patients 
and ensure we can provide the upmost 
quality of care possible in house.”

Hallman expressed that the goal of 
the Luke AFB veterinary clinic was to 
be there for service members and their 
animal companions not for a profit, but 
rather because they view their patrons 
as family. 

“If you are worried about your dog, 
you’re not going to do well at your job,” 
said Hallman. “We are here for service 
members and taking care of your family.”

For additional information on what 
treatments are available or to schedule 
an appointment, call the Luke AFB 
Veterinary Treatment Facility at (623) 
856-6453 or email them at LukeAFBVet@
gmail.com.

Dr. Rachel Hallman 
(left), Luke 
AFB Veterinary 
Treatment Facility 
veterinary medical 
officer, and 
U.S. Army Sgt. 
Ambria Crooks 
(right), Luke 
AFB Veterinary 
Treatment Facility 
noncommissioned 
officer in charge, 
interact with Bboa, 
military working 
dog, Oct. 23, 2023, 
at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona. The 
Luke Air Force 
Base Veterinary 
Treatment Facility 
held a ribbon 
cutting ceremony 
for their new 
facility located 
across from the 
Block House. 
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active duty in the Air Force, fighting in World War 
II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. 

By Airman 1st Class  
KATeLYnn JACKSon

56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The booming sound of North Vietnam-
ese Army soldiers’ steps echoed in the 
tropical summer air in South Vietnam, 
1968.  

They had marched for over a month 
through the dense Ho Chi Minh Trail. 
The only thing between them and the 
defenseless South Vietnamese village 
they planned to invade was one last mile 
of open air. 

Or so they thought.  
High above them, U.S. Air Force Lt. 

Col. Richard Michaud soared in an F-4 
Phantom II jet, with a full load of am-
munition, and a clear view of his targets. 

“During the summer months the 
North Vietnamese traveled South and 
invaded villages,” said Michaud, now 
retired, at his home in Mesa, Arizona. 
“They robbed them of everything they 
owned, took the women and children as 
slaves — they devastated them in every 
meaning of the word.”  

Luckily, a South Vietnamese U.S. ally, 
or “friendly,” lived in that village and 
called in for help as he saw the North 
Vietnamese approaching. Michaud in-
tercepted the call and turned in pursuit 
for the invaders. 

“I could see the North Vietnamese 
soldiers coming down over an open spot 

to take the village,” said Richard. “I was 
lucky enough to have a fully loaded 
gun pod, and I completely emptied it 
on them.”  

The ammunition made contact on 
target, taking enemy Vietnamese down 

and sending the rest flee-
ing back into the dense 
jungle. 

“As I turned to leave, 
I looked down to see the 
villagers waving to me,” 
said Richard, his glisten-
ing eyes far away. “That 
was —” he paused, his 
voice cracking. “That was 
one of the moments that 
got to me.”

Over his 22 years of 
service in the Air Force, 
16 months deployed to 
Vietnam and participa-
tion in three U.S. wars, 
flying missions like the 
one with the South Viet-
namese village would 
earn Michaud 14 Air 
Medals, five Distin-
guished Flying Crosses 
and a Bronze Star.  

In addition to a highly decorated 
career, Michaud’s service in the Air 
Force would be filled with many sacri-
fices, none more demanding than the 
time spent away from his wife and four 
children.  

The legacy of courage and exemplary 
service that veterans like Michaud, and 
many others displayed, is a testament to 
the true strength of our Air and Space 
Force that Airmen and Guardians con-
tinue to build upon today. 

Michaud’s military career began in 
May 1945 when he enlisted into the U.S. 
Navy, serving in the Philippines Islands 
and the Admiralty Islands of the South 
Pacific. Returning to civilian life, he used 
the GI Bill to enroll at Utah State Agri-
cultural College (USU) where he met 
and married his wife, Patricia Merrill, 
his junior year in 1948.  

He joined the Air Force Reserve Offi-
cer Training Corps where he rose to the 
highest-ranking cadet second in com-
mand of the 1,500 brigade and graduated 
as a distinguished military graduate 
with a degree in journalism.  

From there, Michaud returned to 
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Luke Veterinary Clinic opens new facility

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 

A dog is prepped 
for treatment at 
the Luke Air Force 
Base Veterinary 
Treatment Facil-
ity, Oct. 23, 2023, 
at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona. The 
Luke Veterinary 
team provides 
generalized well-
ness services, 
basic sick calls, 
radiographs, and 
ultrasound ser-
vices to the dogs 
and cats of active 
duty, reserve, and 
retired service 
members and their 
dependents.

A military working dog looks at their handler during the new Luke Air Force Base Vet-
erinary Treatment Facility’s ribbon cutting ceremony, Oct. 23, 2023, at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona. 

A dog awaits treatment at the new Luke 
Air Force Base Veterinary Treatment 
Facility, Oct. 23, 2023, at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona.

The Luke Air Force Base Veterinary Treatment Facility staff pose in front of their new 
building after a ribbon cutting ceremony, Oct. 23, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Ari-
zona.

By Airman 1st Class 
elias Carrero

56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The Luke Air Force Base Veterinary 
Treatment Facility opened their new 
facility located across from the Block 
House, on Oct. 23, 2023.

The Luke Veterinary team provides 
generalized wellness services, basic sick 
calls, radiographs, and ultrasound ser-
vices to the dogs and cats of active duty, 
reserve, and retired service members and 
their dependents.

“This move is huge for the veterinary 
care capabilities at this base,” said Dr. 
Rachel Hallman, Luke AFB Veterinary 
Treatment Facility veterinary medical 
officer. “The equipment upgrades and big-
ger facility is a giant step up from being 
a preventative care focused clinic, into a 
functional sick call facility.” 

The larger facility expands the number 
of patients the clinic can treat while pro-
viding more specialized medical services 
for the pets of Luke’s active and retired 
service members. 

“In the future, we hope to be able to 
provide specialized services like surger-
ies,” said U.S. Army Sgt. Ambria Crooks, 
Luke AFB Veterinary Treatment Facility 
noncommissioned officer in charge. “This 
will limit the need to outsource patients 
and ensure we can provide the upmost 
quality of care possible in house.”

Hallman expressed that the goal of 
the Luke AFB veterinary clinic was to 
be there for service members and their 
animal companions not for a profit, but 
rather because they view their patrons 
as family. 

“If you are worried about your dog, 
you’re not going to do well at your job,” 
said Hallman. “We are here for service 
members and taking care of your family.”

For additional information on what 
treatments are available or to schedule 
an appointment, call the Luke AFB 
Veterinary Treatment Facility at (623) 
856-6453 or email them at LukeAFBVet@
gmail.com.

Dr. Rachel Hallman 
(left), Luke 
AFB Veterinary 
Treatment Facility 
veterinary medical 
officer, and 
U.S. Army Sgt. 
Ambria Crooks 
(right), Luke 
AFB Veterinary 
Treatment Facility 
noncommissioned 
officer in charge, 
interact with Bboa, 
military working 
dog, Oct. 23, 2023, 
at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona. The 
Luke Air Force 
Base Veterinary 
Treatment Facility 
held a ribbon 
cutting ceremony 
for their new 
facility located 
across from the 
Block House. 
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Nation celebrates Native American Heritage Month 

Photo by Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Alexander Kubitza, DOD 
Dancers perform during a celebration at the Pentagon for National 
Native American Heritage Month, Nov. 8, 2023. 

By 
 David vergun

DOD News

President Joe Biden issued a Na-
tional Native American Heritage 
Month proclamation for the month 
of November calling attention to 
the service of Native Americans. 

The proclamation states: “De-
spite centuries of violence and 
oppression, Native peoples remain 
resilient and proud. Today, Native 
Americans are essential to the 
fabric of the United States. They 
serve in the United States armed 
forces at higher rates than any 
other ethnic group.  

“They continue to steward so 
many of our great lands. Their 
contributions to science, humani-
ties, arts, public service, and more 
have brought prosperity for all of 
us. Their diverse cultures and com-
munities continue to thrive and 
lead us forward.”

Ashish S. Vazirani, acting under-
secretary of defense for personnel 
and readiness, said the Defense 
Department recognizes November 
as National American Indian Heri-
tage Month. 

“This year’s theme is ‘Tribal 
Nations Soaring to New Heights.’ 

American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives have a long history of mili-
tary service. During World War 
II, the legendary contributions of 
Navajo Code Talkers were critical 
for U.S. success. Similarly, Alaska 
Natives fearlessly defended U.S. 
territories from Japanese raids. 

“Many American Indians and 
Alaska Natives serving today cite 
a desire to follow in the footsteps of 
their family members and have a 

deep patriotism for protecting and 
serving their homeland,” he said.

Alicia Madalena Sylvester, from 
the Pueblo of Jemez tribe, is the 
Defense Department’s senior trib-
al advisor and liaison for Native 
American affairs. She and others 
spoke Nov. 8 at the Pentagon’s Na-
tional Native American Heritage 
Month celebration.

Native American men and wom-
en serve in the armed forces at 

five times the national average, 
Sylvester said. They have served 
with distinction in every conflict 
since the birth of this country. 

“As Native American veterans 
have pledged their service to the 
nation, the Department of Defense 
is also committed to fulfilling its 
legal and moral responsibilities,” 
she said. “I want to assure all 
tribal leaders present here that 
DOD is committed to ensuring 
that government-to-government 
consultation with American In-
dian and Alaska Native tribes are 
consistently timely, respectful, 
meaningful and robust.”

The Pentagon event included 
tribal dances from different Na-
tive American tribes. “It is truly 
a blessing to hear the songs, the 
native language, and drumbeats 
throughout the Pentagon court-
yard and within our corridors,” 
she added.

According to the Defense Equal 
Opportunity Management Insti-
tute, the 2023 National American 
Indian Heritage Month poster 
depicts America’s landscape inter-
spersed with symbols that depict 
American Indian and Alaskan 
Native achievements and contri-
butions.

The poster is also an ode to 
the “Skywalkers.” Iroquois iron-
workers, especially Mohawks, 
are legendary for their dizzying 
work in erecting skyscrapers and 
steel bridges. Mohawk men have 
walked and worked on nearly all 
of New York City’s towering build-
ings, including the Empire State 
Building, the Chrysler Building, 
and Rockefeller Center. In Pitts-
burgh, they worked on the U.S. 
Steel Building, the Civic Arena, 
and the Fort Pitt Bridge, among 
other structures.

During the 2020 census, the 
U.S. Census Bureau identified 
the following numbers of Native 
peoples who identify solely as Na-
tive American and who are U.S. 
residents:  

American Indian: 2,159,802 
Latin American Indian: 766,112 
Alaska Native: 133,311 
Canadian Indian: 7,723 
The census also recorded the 

following number of U.S. residents 
who identified as Native Ameri-
cans of mixed race: 

American Indian: 6,363,796 
Lat in  Amer i can  Ind ian : 

1,319,523 
Alaska Native: 241,797 
Canadian Indian: 72,701 
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active-duty service: this time as a com-
missioned officer in the Air Force.  

“I went into the Air Force as a non-
pilot, just because I wanted to get into 
the Air Force,” said Michaud. “After I 
had been in a year or so, I decided if 
you are going to be in the Air Force, you 
might as well be a pilot.”

Michaud had earned his pilot license 
during his time at the agricultural pro-
gram at USU. After being selected as a 
pilot, he eventually had opportunity to 
attend the Air Force’s select Top Gun 
school at Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada. 

After he completed training, Michaud 
was sent to Landstuhl, Germany, for 
three years where he flew air defense 
along the Iron Curtain and served as 
the base’s public information officer.  

“I had gone over there to fly F-86D 
Sabre’s, but the base picked up that I 
had a journalism degree,” said Michaud. 
“They asked if I had any interest work-
ing as the base public relations officer 
and I said ‘sure’.”

Once he was sent back to the states, 
Michaud experienced a variety of as-
signments. He was assigned as an 
AFROTC instructor at the University 
of Utah, an airborne radar station pilot 
covering the West Coast, an operations 
officer at an Alaska radar station and 
an AFROTC instructor again at Arizona 
State University where he began his 
doctoral degree in the administration 
of higher education. 

When the Vietnam conflict began, 
Michaud separated from his family 
once again to serve as the squadron 
commander of the 602nd Search and 
Rescue Squadron in South Vietnam, 
September 1968 through January 1970. 
This squadron was assigned to the 56th 
Special Operations Wing, to which the 
56th Fighter Wing traces its lineage.

This time would not be without 
danger for Michaud, and on multiple 
occasions he put his life on the line in 
defense of his comrades and nation.  

“One time I had nine guns working 
on me at night,” said Michaud, a soft 
smile spreading on his face. “But a bullet 
never touched me.” 

Throughout his flying career, Mi-
chaud flew over 180 combat missions 
and contributed to the rescue of over 
70 downed pilots.  

Once he returned home after 16 
months overseas, Michaud got the news 
that he would be assigned to Dyess 
Air Force Base, Texas, in a non-flying 
assignment. Feeling that uprooting his 
family to a new location again wasn’t 
the right move, and that he had fulfilled 
a career he was proud of, Michaud re-
tired in 1972.  

Michaud continued to excel in the 
civilian world after he separated from 
active duty. His retirement afforded him 
the resources to complete his doctorate 
and in 1976, he was elected the Presi-
dent of Arizona Student University Fi-
nancial Aid Administrators. After seven 
years at ASU, he was recruited by Utah 

State to be their director of financial aid. 
After a turn as the President at Utah 

State, he co-founded the World Champi-
onship Dutch Oven Cook-off, as part of 
the Festival of The American West. The 
WCDOC gained widespread publicity 
for USU, such as a nine-page coverage 
in the Los Angeles Times, four pages in 
Sunset magazine and TV coverage on 
“The Today Show”. 

Three years after its creation it 
expanded to become the International 
Dutch Oven Society, an organization 
that is still active today world-wide.  

While the service offered Michaud 
numerous opportunities and experi-
ences, he states that he acknowledges 
that it was not something that came 
without sacrifices.  

“It was hard on my family, I would be 
gone on flying assignments for months 
or years at a time,” said Michaud. 
“That’s not a small sacrifice that men 
and women in uniform make, and that 
is something I have to appreciate.” 

Today, at age 96, Michaud now does 
what brings him true happiness, mak-
ing up for lost time at home with his 
four children, 19 grandchildren and 63 
great-grandchildren.  

The true strength of our Air and 
Space Force is inspired by the legacy 
of courage and exemplary service that 
veterans like Michaud have built. Air-
men today seek to continue to build 
upon their sacrifice and achievements 
so that the Airmen of tomorrow will 
have the will to do the same.  

Courtesy photo 
Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Richard Earl Michaud, re-
tired pilot, and squadron commander, poses for a photo 
with his family in North Highlands, California. Shortly after 
this photo, Richard spent one year in Campion, Alaska, 
where he was a weapons controller and then as an opera-
tions officer in Unalakleet, Alaska.

Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. 
Col. Richard Michaud, 
retired pilot, and squad-
ron commander, poses 
for a photo, 1969, at Na-
khon Phanom, Vietnam. 
Richard was deployed to 
Vietnam for 16 months, 
where he flew 180 
search and rescue mis-
sions saving 72 downed 
pilots, earning him five 
Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, a Bronze Star 
and 14 Air Medals.
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Nation celebrates Native American Heritage Month 

Photo by Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Alexander Kubitza, DOD 
Dancers perform during a celebration at the Pentagon for National 
Native American Heritage Month, Nov. 8, 2023. 

By 
 David vergun

DOD News

President Joe Biden issued a Na-
tional Native American Heritage 
Month proclamation for the month 
of November calling attention to 
the service of Native Americans. 

The proclamation states: “De-
spite centuries of violence and 
oppression, Native peoples remain 
resilient and proud. Today, Native 
Americans are essential to the 
fabric of the United States. They 
serve in the United States armed 
forces at higher rates than any 
other ethnic group.  

“They continue to steward so 
many of our great lands. Their 
contributions to science, humani-
ties, arts, public service, and more 
have brought prosperity for all of 
us. Their diverse cultures and com-
munities continue to thrive and 
lead us forward.”

Ashish S. Vazirani, acting under-
secretary of defense for personnel 
and readiness, said the Defense 
Department recognizes November 
as National American Indian Heri-
tage Month. 

“This year’s theme is ‘Tribal 
Nations Soaring to New Heights.’ 

American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives have a long history of mili-
tary service. During World War 
II, the legendary contributions of 
Navajo Code Talkers were critical 
for U.S. success. Similarly, Alaska 
Natives fearlessly defended U.S. 
territories from Japanese raids. 

“Many American Indians and 
Alaska Natives serving today cite 
a desire to follow in the footsteps of 
their family members and have a 

deep patriotism for protecting and 
serving their homeland,” he said.

Alicia Madalena Sylvester, from 
the Pueblo of Jemez tribe, is the 
Defense Department’s senior trib-
al advisor and liaison for Native 
American affairs. She and others 
spoke Nov. 8 at the Pentagon’s Na-
tional Native American Heritage 
Month celebration.

Native American men and wom-
en serve in the armed forces at 

five times the national average, 
Sylvester said. They have served 
with distinction in every conflict 
since the birth of this country. 

“As Native American veterans 
have pledged their service to the 
nation, the Department of Defense 
is also committed to fulfilling its 
legal and moral responsibilities,” 
she said. “I want to assure all 
tribal leaders present here that 
DOD is committed to ensuring 
that government-to-government 
consultation with American In-
dian and Alaska Native tribes are 
consistently timely, respectful, 
meaningful and robust.”

The Pentagon event included 
tribal dances from different Na-
tive American tribes. “It is truly 
a blessing to hear the songs, the 
native language, and drumbeats 
throughout the Pentagon court-
yard and within our corridors,” 
she added.

According to the Defense Equal 
Opportunity Management Insti-
tute, the 2023 National American 
Indian Heritage Month poster 
depicts America’s landscape inter-
spersed with symbols that depict 
American Indian and Alaskan 
Native achievements and contri-
butions.

The poster is also an ode to 
the “Skywalkers.” Iroquois iron-
workers, especially Mohawks, 
are legendary for their dizzying 
work in erecting skyscrapers and 
steel bridges. Mohawk men have 
walked and worked on nearly all 
of New York City’s towering build-
ings, including the Empire State 
Building, the Chrysler Building, 
and Rockefeller Center. In Pitts-
burgh, they worked on the U.S. 
Steel Building, the Civic Arena, 
and the Fort Pitt Bridge, among 
other structures.

During the 2020 census, the 
U.S. Census Bureau identified 
the following numbers of Native 
peoples who identify solely as Na-
tive American and who are U.S. 
residents:  

American Indian: 2,159,802 
Latin American Indian: 766,112 
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Canadian Indian: 7,723 
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following number of U.S. residents 
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active-duty service: this time as a com-
missioned officer in the Air Force.  

“I went into the Air Force as a non-
pilot, just because I wanted to get into 
the Air Force,” said Michaud. “After I 
had been in a year or so, I decided if 
you are going to be in the Air Force, you 
might as well be a pilot.”

Michaud had earned his pilot license 
during his time at the agricultural pro-
gram at USU. After being selected as a 
pilot, he eventually had opportunity to 
attend the Air Force’s select Top Gun 
school at Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada. 

After he completed training, Michaud 
was sent to Landstuhl, Germany, for 
three years where he flew air defense 
along the Iron Curtain and served as 
the base’s public information officer.  

“I had gone over there to fly F-86D 
Sabre’s, but the base picked up that I 
had a journalism degree,” said Michaud. 
“They asked if I had any interest work-
ing as the base public relations officer 
and I said ‘sure’.”

Once he was sent back to the states, 
Michaud experienced a variety of as-
signments. He was assigned as an 
AFROTC instructor at the University 
of Utah, an airborne radar station pilot 
covering the West Coast, an operations 
officer at an Alaska radar station and 
an AFROTC instructor again at Arizona 
State University where he began his 
doctoral degree in the administration 
of higher education. 

When the Vietnam conflict began, 
Michaud separated from his family 
once again to serve as the squadron 
commander of the 602nd Search and 
Rescue Squadron in South Vietnam, 
September 1968 through January 1970. 
This squadron was assigned to the 56th 
Special Operations Wing, to which the 
56th Fighter Wing traces its lineage.

This time would not be without 
danger for Michaud, and on multiple 
occasions he put his life on the line in 
defense of his comrades and nation.  

“One time I had nine guns working 
on me at night,” said Michaud, a soft 
smile spreading on his face. “But a bullet 
never touched me.” 

Throughout his flying career, Mi-
chaud flew over 180 combat missions 
and contributed to the rescue of over 
70 downed pilots.  

Once he returned home after 16 
months overseas, Michaud got the news 
that he would be assigned to Dyess 
Air Force Base, Texas, in a non-flying 
assignment. Feeling that uprooting his 
family to a new location again wasn’t 
the right move, and that he had fulfilled 
a career he was proud of, Michaud re-
tired in 1972.  

Michaud continued to excel in the 
civilian world after he separated from 
active duty. His retirement afforded him 
the resources to complete his doctorate 
and in 1976, he was elected the Presi-
dent of Arizona Student University Fi-
nancial Aid Administrators. After seven 
years at ASU, he was recruited by Utah 

State to be their director of financial aid. 
After a turn as the President at Utah 

State, he co-founded the World Champi-
onship Dutch Oven Cook-off, as part of 
the Festival of The American West. The 
WCDOC gained widespread publicity 
for USU, such as a nine-page coverage 
in the Los Angeles Times, four pages in 
Sunset magazine and TV coverage on 
“The Today Show”. 

Three years after its creation it 
expanded to become the International 
Dutch Oven Society, an organization 
that is still active today world-wide.  

While the service offered Michaud 
numerous opportunities and experi-
ences, he states that he acknowledges 
that it was not something that came 
without sacrifices.  

“It was hard on my family, I would be 
gone on flying assignments for months 
or years at a time,” said Michaud. 
“That’s not a small sacrifice that men 
and women in uniform make, and that 
is something I have to appreciate.” 

Today, at age 96, Michaud now does 
what brings him true happiness, mak-
ing up for lost time at home with his 
four children, 19 grandchildren and 63 
great-grandchildren.  

The true strength of our Air and 
Space Force is inspired by the legacy 
of courage and exemplary service that 
veterans like Michaud have built. Air-
men today seek to continue to build 
upon their sacrifice and achievements 
so that the Airmen of tomorrow will 
have the will to do the same.  

Courtesy photo 
Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Richard Earl Michaud, re-
tired pilot, and squadron commander, poses for a photo 
with his family in North Highlands, California. Shortly after 
this photo, Richard spent one year in Campion, Alaska, 
where he was a weapons controller and then as an opera-
tions officer in Unalakleet, Alaska.

Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. 
Col. Richard Michaud, 
retired pilot, and squad-
ron commander, poses 
for a photo, 1969, at Na-
khon Phanom, Vietnam. 
Richard was deployed to 
Vietnam for 16 months, 
where he flew 180 
search and rescue mis-
sions saving 72 downed 
pilots, earning him five 
Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, a Bronze Star 
and 14 Air Medals.
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Settle into the Season: preserve holiday traditions with commissary
By 

KATHY MiLLeY
DeCA public affairs specialist

Missed milestones, continuous moves to 
new duty stations far away from family and 
friends, and ever-changing international 
affairs dictate the military family’s pace of 
life. However, holiday traditions serve as a 
constant, reminding the military family of 
home no matter where they are in the world.

The Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) 
stands committed to helping our military 
families provide a feeling of home and an 
experience of community by helping them 
realize all their holiday traditions centered 
around food.

When they are making a home in a new 
country or even a new state, Jennifer Rivers 
and her spouse, Command Master Chief 
Mario Rivers, the new senior enlisted ad-
visor for the Defense Commissary Agency, 
depend on their commissary, especially 
during the holidays.

“When you’re stationed far from home, 
familiar brands, ingredients, and holiday 
staples can be hard to come by,” said Mario 
Rivers. “But the commissary bridges that 
gap. There’s something incredibly comfort-
ing about walking down its aisles and find-
ing my favorite brand of cranberry sauce or 
the exact pie crust that I always use for the 
traditional Rivers’ holiday recipes.”

Visit your commissary to take advantage 

of all the special offers and promotional dis-
counts from your favorite holiday brands.  

Throughout the holidays, commissary in-
dustry partners — vendors, suppliers, and 
brokers — are collaborating with stores to 
offer promotional discounts beyond every-
day savings for the holidays. For example, 
commissaries worldwide are offering select 
brands of whole frozen turkeys for 69 cents 
per pound while supplies last. 

Ensure you are getting the most from 
your commissary benefit during the holiday 
season by checking the product displays at 
the end of each aisle. There you will find 
holiday-related items offered at extra-low 
prices. Enjoy even more savings and value 
by choosing Your Everyday Savings (YES!) 
products and Commissary Store Brands 
such as Freedom’s Choice items.

“The commissary isn’t just a store for us; 

it’s a lifeline,” said Jennifer Rivers. “It’s a 
touchstone that connects us to our roots and 
helps us ‘Settle into the Season,’ no matter 
where duty calls.

“As we prepare for the holidays this year, 
I am filled with gratitude for the role the 
commissary plays in helping military fami-
lies like ours find a sense of normalcy in the 
often-unpredictable journey of military life.” 
Mario Rivers said.
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2023-2024 COVID Vaccines 
are now available at 

Luke AFB
 All DoD Beneficiaries 6 months and older please

call the appointment line at 623-856-2273 to
schedule an Immunization Clinic appointment

 Active-Duty service members ONLY may also
utilize Immunization Clinic walk in hours from
0730-0830 or 1430-1530.

 Stay up to date with most current 2023-2024
COVID-19 vaccine to get the most protection

Stay Up to Date  
With Your COVID Vaccine

For more information, including how to stay up to date with your COVID vaccine, 
scan the QR code or visit cdc.gov/coronavirus.
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The Maricopa Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability 
or age in its programs or activities. For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following number to reach the appointed coordina-
tor: (480) 731-8499. For additional information, as well as a listing of all coordinators within the Maricopa College 
system, visit: www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination

Choose College, Choose Smart.

Choose Glendale and get the education you 
need to transition to the workforce. Our Veterans 
Services Center is here to assist you. Ask about 
Fast Track Certificates.
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Photo Feature

U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Dominic Tyler
U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 56th Fighter Wing stand for a group photo at the start of the annual Thunderbolt Cup event Nov. 9, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. The Thunderbolt cup is a base-wide competition where teams from each squadron compete in activities to earn points and take home the Thunderbolt Cup trophy. 

By  
Jenna Bigham

56 Fighter Wing Public Affairs

after several years off, the tradition of 
the Thunderbolt Cup made its return to 
Luke air Force Base, arizona, for a day 
of competition and camaraderie among 
airmen on nov. 9, 2023.

The first Thunderbolt Cup event took 
place in 2016 and brought airmen from 
across the 56th Fighter Wing together 
for sporstmanship and to build esprit 
de corps.

“This year’s event marks the first time 
the competition has been held since 2019 
and we are excited to bring it back,” said 
U.S. air Force master Sgt. myranda 
Borja, 63rd Fighter Squadron senior en-
listed leader and 2023 Thunderbolt Cup 
project officer. “With a total of eight events 
and 144 teams registered, we have had 
a great turnout and a lot of involvement 
from across the wing.”

Participants had the option of com-
peting in a 5K run along the flightline, 
cornhole, volleyball, softball, 3-on-3 bas-
ketball, spades, poker, or attending any of 
the three resilience events available with 
special guest speakers.

“The Thunderbolt Cup offers all airmen 
of Thunderbolt nation a chance to come 
together in a laid-back environment away 
from the everyday stressors of work,” 
said U.S. air Force Brig. gen. Jason Rue-
schhoff, 56th Fighter Wing commander. 
“The camaraderie and teamwork i’ve 
seen today through friendly competition 
is exactly what we hoped for when we 
decided to reinvigorate this event.”

Squadrons earned points for each event 
they participated in, with additional 
points offered to those taking home the 
win in each of their respective events.

ThunderbolT Cup CompeTiTion reTurns To FighTer CounTry

U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Dominic Tyler 
U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 56th Fighter Wing run in a 5k at 
the start of the annual Thunderbolt Cup event Nov. 9, 2023, at Luke Air 
Force Base, Arizona. 

U.S. Air Force by Airman 1st Class Jakob Hambright 
U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Jason Shaffer, 56th Fighter Wing com-
mand chief, participates in the Chiefs vs. Eagles kickball game, Nov. 9, 
2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. The kickball game took place during 
the 2023 Thunderbolt Cup.

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Elias Carrero 

U.S. Air Force by Airman 1st Class Jakob Hambright 
A U.S. Air Force Airman from the 56th Civil Engineer Squadron partici-
pates in a softball game during the 2023 Thunderbolt Cup, Nov. 9, 2023, 
at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Mason Hargrove 
56th Fighter Wing personnel play a volleyball game during the Thunderbolt Cup, Nov. 9, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Ari-
zona. The Thunderbolt Cup is a base wide competition where teams compete to earn the most points to walk away with the 
Thunderbolt Cup trophy. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Mason Hargrove 
56th Fighter Wing Leadership presents the Thunderbolt Cup trophy to Logistics 
Readiness Squadron personnel, Nov. 9, 2023, at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona. 

U.S. Air Force 
Airmen assigned 
to the 56th Fighter 
Wing participate in a 
Spades tournament 
as a part of the 
Thunderbolt Cup 
Nov. 9, 2023, at Luke 
Air Force Base, 
Arizona. 

as the competition wrapped up, only 
one stood to take home the trophy. 
Though the numbers were close, the 56th 
Logistics Readiness Squadron came out 
on top, with the 56th equipment main-
tenance Squadron coming in second, 
and the 56th Component maintenance 
Squadron rounding it out with a close 
third.  

in addition to the competition, vendor 
displays, lunch, and music were among 
the highlights for all in attendance 
whether participating in the competi-
tion or cheering on their squadron 
members.

“Congratulations to all and thank you 
for another great year of the Thunder-
bolt Cup,” Borja concluded.
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Chaplain’s thoughts ...
By Chaplain (Maj.) 

Ben BuTCHeR
56th Fighter Wing Group

It’s hard to believe that we are 
almost done with another year!

Billy, my 7th grader son, was 
telling me he wished he had a time 
machine so he could jump a few days 
into the future and be on winter 
break already. I don’t need to send 
a calendar reminder; he is counting 
down the days to our family’s upcom-
ing vacation and asking me which 
rollercoaster is the fastest at the 
amusement park.

There is an important balance to 
be struck between focusing on the 
present and focusing on the future.  
Thinking about the future can be 
a great source of hope and provide 
focus and direction. However, if we 
are not intentional, it takes our focus 
away from things in the immediate 
present. We don’t want to skip the 
importance of making the most of 
each day.  

Thinking about this year, the 
words “crazy busy” come to mind. 
Many of us wear many hats: hus-
band, wife, parent, son, brother, 
daughter, sister, friend, employee, 
Airman, homework support, amateur 

TRICARE Open Season is Here:  
Find Right TRICARE Plan for You

TRICARE Open Season is the annual period when you can 
enroll in or change your health care coverage for the next year. 
Enrollment changes made during TRICARE Open Season will 
go into effect on the following Jan. 1.

TRICARE Open Season applies to anyone enrolled in or eligible 
for a TRICARE Prime option, including the US Family Health 
Plan (USFHP), or TRICARE Select.

Go to the following link for more information. https://tricare.
mil/Plans/Enroll/OpenSeason

mechanic, do-it-
yourself appliance 
repairman, and 
the list goes on 
and on. My wife’s 
l ist  is  probably 
longer than mine. 
With all the roles 
we play, finding 
time to rest and 
s imply  connect 
with those we love 
becomes extreme-
ly important.

 My son, Billy, 
wa s  r e a l l y  e x -
pressing looking 
forward to a time 
of rest and relationship. Have you intentionally set 
some time aside to do something fun or relaxing with 
those you love? Create some lasting memories. Taking 
some time to connect with your faith, yourself, and 
other people in your life, will help keep you strong.

An important word we often hear these days is 
resilience. Part of resilience are the positive relation-
ships we maintain which become a source of strength. 
Yet, feeling connected to others sometimes takes an 
intentional investment, especially for those who are 
very busy or even overcommitted. You know something 
is important when it makes it onto your calendar. Do 
you have time set aside for your relationships?

My prayer for you is that you will make some time 
for rest and relationship during this season. 

Courtesy photo
Chaplain (Maj.) Ben Butcher

Raymond Allen Duncan Sr., 85, of El Mirage, Arizona passed 
peacefully at home Thursday, November 9th, 2023.  Raymond Sr. 
was born September 30th, 1938, in Rossville, GA to the late Walter 
and Ora Josephine Duncan.  He demonstrated exemplary service 
to his country in the United States Air Force, enlisting in 1956 
and honorably discharged in 1983, achieving the highest enlisted 
rank of Chief Master Sergeant. Raymond Sr. then devoted his 
substantial skill set to the Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station 
as an Emergency Planning Coordinator until his retirement.  He 
had an unsurpassed dedication to his family, deeply loved our 
family dogs, was an enthusiastic golf fan and an avid follower of 
Arizona sports.

He is preceded in death by his beloved wife of sixty years, Lillian 
Gloria Duncan.

Raymond Sr. is survived by his children, Linda (Duncan) Lagerhausen 
and her husband John, Raymond Duncan Jr. and his wife Jennifer, 
James Duncan and his wife Lisa; grandchildren, Kaitlin, Eriq, 
Kristen and Allison; brothers, Douglas and Hubert; and treasured 
dog Coco.

A Funeral Mass will be held at 10:30am on Monday, November 20, 
2023 at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, 13720 W. Thomas 
Road, Avondale, AZ.  Graveside services with military honors will 
be held at 2:30pm on Monday, November 20, 2023, at the National 
Cemetery of Arizona, 23029 N Cave Creek Rd, Phoenix, AZ.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Arizona Humane 
Society.

V.I.P. Mortgage, Inc. does Business in Accordance with Federal 
Fair Lending Laws. NMLS ID 145502. AZ Mortgage Banker License 
No. BK-0909074. 2342 N Hayden Rd; Scottsdale, AZ 85257

No Federal endorsement of advertisers intended.

MIKE COOK 
Branch Manager  

NMLS 107436
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YVONNE CAHILL 
REALTOR® 

602-684-3290
platinumlivingrealty.com 
sales@thebestazagent.com
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YOUR REAL ESTATE TEAM
PARTNERING WITH

HOMES FOR HEROES
THE #1 HERO REWARDS PROGRAM IN THE NATION

ACTIVE DUTY & VETERANS SAVE UP TO $4000* 
ON THE PURCHASE OF A $500K HOME 

*The actual saving may vary

We are a diverse group of 
customer service focused 

individuals who enjoy 
delivering our own 
STYLE of service!

And we are looking for someone like YOU, who:
Loves to interact with people • Gives 100% every day
Desires FUN at work • Values a career, not just a job

Cage Cashier • Cage Shift Manager • Cage Supervisor
Club Host • Compliance Officer • Compliance Specialist

Food and Beverage Assistant Director
Maintenance Program Coordinator

Production Assistant • Public Safety Dispatcher
Security Armed Officer • Security Patrol Officer
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We Have The Best Jobs in San Diego!

Why Viejas?
85% of our Management Team have been promoted from within

On our most recent Engagement Survey, 82% of our  
Team Members expressed that they were grateful to work at Viejas

40% of our Team Members have worked for us for more than  
5 years and 23% for more than 10 years

Contact Us
619.659.1815 • 5000 Willows Road • Alpine, CA 91901

To apply: Viejas.com/careers/

“Accessible, Quality, and cost effective health care.”
Ya’at’eeh!

Welcome to Winslow Indian Health Care Center  
and the Dilkon Medical Center!

We boast an outstanding and innovative ambulatory health care center that 
serves an estimated 190,000 Native Americans, most of whom are Navajo. In 
addition to our ambulatory services, we offer a vast amount of resources to 
our patients to ensure they receive health care to the fullest extent.

Winslow, AZ is located just east of Flagstaff, and is at the heart of some of 
the most picturesque landscapes the United States has to offer. Just south 
of the Four Corners, we’re surrounded by National Parks, like the Grand Can-
yon, Bryce Canyon and Natural Bridges in Utah, and Mesa Verde in Colorado. 
Phoenix is a short drive south and includes everything you would want in a 
big city. Whether you like the country or the city, living in the Winslow area 
means there’s something for everyone!

Join the Winslow Indian Health Care team…we are actively recruiting at 
both the Winslow Indian Health Care Center and the newly opened Dilkon 
Medical Center.

How to Apply
To apply please visit:
www.wihcc.com

WIHCC Recruitment
500 N Indiana Avenue, Winslow, AZ 86407
Phone: (928) 289-6201 • Fax: (928) 288-9979
email: jobs@wihcc.org • www.wihcc.com
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 Apply today! 
Visit navyfederal.org/cashrewards.

Navy Federal is federally insured by NCUA. 1Offer valid for cardholders issued new cashRewards credit card accounts. To be eligible for the $250 cash back, you must make $2,500 or more in net purchases within 90 days of account opening. Rewards are earned on eligible net purchases. “Net purchases” means the sum of your eligible purchase transactions 
minus returns and refunds.Eligible purchase transactions do not include, and rewards are not earned for, the following transactions: cash advances, convenience checks, balance transfers, gambling, or fees of any kind, including finance charges, late fees, returned check fees, ATM cash advance fees, and annual fees, if any. Cash-equivalent transactions, such as the purchase, loading, 
or reloading of gift and prepaid cards (e.g., money orders, GO Prepaid Cards, and other cash-equivalent gift cards), may not be eligible purchase transactions and may not earn rewards. Please allow up to 8 weeks after the 90-day period for the bonus cash back to post to your rewards balance. Account must be open and not in default at the time the bonus cash back posts to your 
rewards balance. Limit of one promotional offer at account opening. Offer valid for accounts applied for from 10/4/23 to 1/1/24. 2One-time statement credit of $98 when you pay $49 or more for an annual Walmart+ membership. Excludes monthly Walmart+ membership. Annual Walmart+ membership must be purchased within 1 year from cashRewards credit card account opening 
date to receive the one-time statement credit. Please allow up to 30 days after the annual Walmart+ membership fee posts to your account for the $98 credit to post. Your annual Walmart+ membership will auto-renew annually following enrollment, and your credit or debit card on file will be charged for an additional term at the fee(s) in effect at the time. You may cancel your annual 
Walmart+ membership by calling Walmart Customer Care at 800-924-9206 or through your Walmart account. Walmart is a registered trademark of Walmart Apollo, LLC. © 2023 Navy Federal NFCU 14256 (9-23)

Our Members Are the Mission

We’re Spreading Cheer With  
$250 Bonus Cash Back¹ 

When You Spend $2,500 Within  
90 Days of Account Opening

PLUS, YOU CAN GET A ONE-TIME $98 STATEMENT CREDIT WHEN YOU  
PAY $49 OR MORE FOR AN ANNUAL WALMART+ MEMBERSHIP.2

With Walmart+,  
you’ll enjoy:

Free delivery  
from your store

Savings on fuel Exclusive early access  
to promotions & events
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We offer our advertisers access to a great market of  

employed, educated professionals with stable incomes.

Phone: 661-945-5634 • Toll free: 877-247-9288  
www.aerotechnews.com  •  www.thinkmilitaryads.com

www.facebook.com/AerotechNewsandReview



Veterans,
when you’re struggling,
soon becomes
later becomes
someday becomes
...when?

Whatever you’re going through,
you don’t have to do it alone.

Find resources at VA . G O V/ R E A C H

Don’t wait. Reach out .



Holiday Gift  & 
Greeting Guide

Extend holiday greetings to members of the Armed Forces
Does your business offer military discounts? If so, this special edition is the  

perfect way to supercharge your holiday sales effort!
In addition to the print edition, the Holiday Gift and Greeting Guide will also be  
available in digital format, with all ads being linked to the advertiser’s web site.

Make sure the local aerospace and military community knows about the specials you 
have, including military discounts, at the beginning of this important shopping season.

Reservation deadline: Monday, December 4, 2023 
Material deadline: Friday, December 8, 2023

661-945-5634 • E-Mail: sbueltel@aerotechnews.com
Corporate Headquarters: 220 E. Ave K-4, Suite 4, Lancaster, CA 93535 

Phone: 661-945-5634 • Toll free: 877-247-9288  • www.thinkmilitaryads.com
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December 15, 2023

Aerotech News & Review • High Desert Warrior - Ft. Irwin NTC 
Desert Lightning News - Nellis AFB

Thunderbolt - Luke AFB • Desert Lightning News - Davis-Monthan AFB



HERITAGE ELEMENTARY GLENDALE CAMPUS

NOW ENROLLING 2023-24 

RESERVE A SPOT FOR 
YOUR CHILD NOW!

INSPIRING 
OUR FUTUREA C A D E M Y

GLENDALE CAMPUS
E L E M E N T A R Y

H E R I T A G E

HESARIZONA.ORG 
(623) 742-3956•6805 N. 125TH AVE.•GLENDALE, AZ 85307

FREE BEFORE- AND
AFTER-SCHOOL

PROGRAM

AWESOME
ACTIVITIES

FREE FULL-DAY
KINDERGARTEN

ON-SITE 
PRESCHOOL 
PROGRAM

K-8


